This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


atjhttp  :  //books  .  qooqle  .  com/ 


B.FRANKLIN,  LL.D.KU.S. 

/}<>ut  (it  JlofioH  /'//  *  \  at  >  lino  land .  »  At/t  /j  /jcti. 
son  sordidus  ArrroR  satire  vi.riqui:. 


•••  /../, 


Political.  Mifcellaneous. 


AND 


Philofophical  Pieces; 

Arranged  under  the  following  Heads,   and 
DiAinguifhed  by  Initial  Letters  in  each  Leaf ; 

[G.  P.]       General  Politics  ; 
[A.B.T.]   American  Politics  before  the  Troubles  \ 
[A.D.T.]  American  Politics  during  the  Troubles  ; 
[P.  P.]        Provincial  or  Colony  Politics  ;    and 
[M.  P.]      Mifcellaneous  and  Philofophical  Pieces  5 

Written  by 

BENJ.  FRANKLIN,  LL.D.  and  F.R.S. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  of  the  Royal 
Society  at  Gottingen,  and  of  the  Batavian  Society  in  Holland ; 
President  of  the  Philofophical  Society  at  Philadelphia ;  —late  Agent 
in  England  for  feveral  of  the  American  Colonies ;  and  at  prefent 
chofen  in  America  as  Deputy  to  the  General  Congrefs  for  the  State 
of  Penfylvania ;  Prefident  of  the  Convention  of  the  faid  State,  and 
Mini  iter  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Paris  for  the  United 
States  of  America  2 

Now  ftrft  colle&edj 

With  Explanatory  Plates,   Notes, 
And  an  I  n  d  £  x   to   the  Whole. 


Hominum  Rerumque  Repertor.      Vircil's  jEneid,  xii.  B. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  J.  JOHNSON,  N°  72,  St.  Paul's  ChurdirYard. 

M  DCC  LXX1X. 


*  7 


,  THE  NEW  Y^Ri] 


>*—  ■    I  C  ■ 


PREFACE 

By   the   EDITOR. 


rp  H  E  writings  of  Dr.  Franklin  need 
■*■  no  other  preface  than  his  character 
and  life.  —  A  few  words  therefore  will 
explain  all  that  is  neceflary  concerning 
this  colle&ion. 

To  fecure  the  reader  from  the  appre- 
henfion  of  omijjiom  and  interpolations ,  the 
place  whence  each  piece  is  taken,  is  ge- 
nerally expreffed;  or,  if  the  notes  are 
filent  on  this  head,  an  original  copy  is  to 
be  underftood,  to  which  the  editor  ftlll 
retains  accefs. — It  was  chiefly  for  thefe 
purpofes  of  authentication,  that  notes  Were 
originally  provided :  But  as  it  was  con- 
fidered  that  this  work  might  be  read  not 
only  by  Englifhmen  and  Americans,  but 
by  foreigners  and  pofterity ;  other  notes 
of  explanation  and  anecdote  were  occa- 
£onally  added,  which  will  be  fet  afide  by 

a  2  other 
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other  editors,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
judged  fuperfluous  or  improper.— In  the 
mifcellaneous  part  of  the  collection  how- 
ever,- thefe  humbler  bounds  have  been 
confiderably  exceeded;  the  temptation 
for  which,  will  appear  in  the  places  in 
queftion.  The  notes  in  particular,  fol- 
lowing the  "  ConjeSiures  on  the  Aurora 
c<  Borealis,"  were  drawn  up  in  confe- 
quence  of  attacks  this  paper  had  fuffered 
among  the  editor's  private  friends.  How 
far  his  zeal  will  juftify  their  infertion  here, 
is  left  to  a  candid  public.  But  the  con- 
jectures of  great  men  fpeak  a  ftrong  lan- 
guage. "  The  matter  in  queftion,"  they 
fay  "  contradicts  nothing  within  their  own 
u  knowledge,  and  they  rifque  a  portion 
"  of  their  reputation  upon  its  truth  :" 
Proofs  fufficient  to  fatisfy  their  candor 
and  caution,  they  acknowledge  to  be 
wanting;  But  fuch  hints  furely  deferve 
ftudy  and  refpecT:.T^Con{iderable  liber- 
ties have  been  taken  with  the,  pointing, 
italics ,  6cc*  in  thefe  papers ;  for  moft  of 
the  copies  being  found  imperfedt  or  un- 

fyftematic 
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fyftematic  in  thefe  particulars,  fome  de- 
gree of  uniformity  was  judged  allowable, 
if  attended  with  proper  advertifement  and 
apology.  The  editor  may  not  perhaps  at 
all  times  have  fucceeded  in  his  own  in- 
tentions ;  but  he  conceives  that  the  public 
will  take  more  exception  at  his  interfer- 
ence, than  Dr.  Franklin. 

The  times  appear  not  ripe  enough  for 
the  editor  to  give  expreflion  to  the  affec- 
tion, gratitude,  and  veneration,  he  bears 
to  a  writer  he  has  fo  intimately  ftudied : 
Nor  is  it  wanting  to  the  author ;  as  hiftory 
lies  in  wait  for  him,  and  the  judgment  of 
mankind  balances  already  in  his  favor. 
The  editor  wiihes  only  that  other  readers 
may  reap  that  improvement  from  his  pro- 
ductions, which  he  conceives  they  have 
rendered  to  himfelf. — Yet  perhaps  he  may 
be  excufed  for  dating  one  opinion :  He 
conceives  that  no  man  ever  made  larger 
or  bolder  gueffes  than  Dr.  Franklin  from 
like  materials  in  politics  and  philofophy, 
which,  after  the  fcrutiny  of  events  and 
of  fact,  have  been  more  completely  verified. 

Can 
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Can  Englijhmen  read  thefe  things,  and  not 
figh  at  recolledting  that  the  country  which 
could  produce  their  author,  was  once  with- 
out controversy  their  own  I — Yet  he  who 
praifes  Dr.  Franklin  for  mere  ability,  praifes 
nim  for  that  quality  of  his  mind,  which 
ftands  loweft  in  his  own  ejfeem.  Reader, 
whoever  you  are,  and  how  much  foever  you 
think  you  hate  him,  know  that  this  great 
man  loves  you  enough  to  wifli  to  do  you 
good : 

His  country's  friend,  hvXtmre  of  human  kind. 
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Observations  concerning  the  Increafe  of 
Mankind,  Peopling  of  Countries,  &c. 

Written  in  Penfylvania,   1751*. 

i.'  I  CABLES  of  the  proportion  of  marriages 
J^  to  births,  of  deaths  to  births,  of  mar- 
riages to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  &c.  formed 
on  obfervations  made  upon  the  bills  of  mortality, 
chriftenings,  &c.  of  populous  cities,  will  not  fuit 
countries ;  nor  will  tables  formed  on  obfervations 
made  on  full-fettled  old  countries,  as  Europe, 
fuit  new  countries,  as  America. 

2.  For  people  increafe  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  marriages,  and  that  is  greater  in  pro- 
portion to  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  fupporting 
a  family.  When  families  can  be  eafily  fupported, 
more  perfons  marry,  and  earlier  in  life. 

•  [This  and  the  following  paper  only,  have  appeared  in  th* 
S nglijh  Edition  of  Dr.  Franklin'*  Works.    E.] 

B  3.  Ill 


z  Thoughts   on    ths 

3.  In  cities,  where  all  trades,  occupations, 
and  offices  are  full,  many  delay  marrying,  till 
they  can  fee  how  to  bear  the  charges  of  a  family ; 
which  charges  are  greater  in  cities,  as  luxury  is 
more  common  :  many  live  fingle  during  life,  and 
continue  fervants  to  families,  journeymen  to 
traders,  &c.  Hence  cities  do  not,  by  natural  ge- 
neration, fupply  themfelves  with  inhabitants :  the 
deaths  are  more  than  the  births. 

4.  In  countries  full  fettled,  the  cafe  muft  be 
nearly  the  fame ;  all  lands  being  occupied*  and 
improved  to  the  heighth,  thpfe  who  cannot  get 
land;  muft  labour  for  others  that  have  it;  when 
labourers  are  plenty,  their  wages  will  be  low;  by 
low  wages  a  family  is  fupported  with  difficulty  j 
this  difficulty  deters  many  from  marriage,  who, 
therefore,  long  continue  fervants  and-  fingk.— 
Only  as  the  cities  take  fupplies  of  people  from 
the .  country,  and  thereby  make  a  little  more 
room  in  the  country, .  marriage  is  a  little  more 
encouraged  there,  and  the  births  exceed  the 
deaths. 

5.  Great  part  of  Europe  is  full  fettled  with  hufr 
bandmen,  manufacturers,  &c.  and  therefore  cant 
not  now  much  encreafe  in  people.  America  is 
chiefly,  occupied  by  Indians*  who  fubfift  moftly 
by  hunting* — But  as  the  hunter,  of  all  men,  re-? 
quires  the*  greateft  quantity  of  land  from  whence 
to  draw  his  fubliflence>  (tne  hufbandman  fubfift-? 
jng  on  much  lefs,  the  gardener  on  ftill  lefs,  and 
the  manufacturer  requiring  leaft  of  all)  theJSr/- 
jfopeans  found  America  a?  fully  fettled  as  itwelf* 
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could  be  by  hunters;  yet  thefe  having  large 
ira$s,  were  eafily  prevailed  on  to  part  with  por- 
tions of  territory  to  the  new  comers,  who  did  not 
much  interfere  with  the  natives  in  hunting,  and 
farnifhed  them  with  many  things  they  wanted. 

6.  Land  being  thus  plenty  in  America*  and  fo 
cheap  as  that  a  labouring  man  that  underftands 
husbandry,  can,  in  a  fhort  time,  fave  money' 
enough  to  purchafe  a  piece  of  new  land,  fufficient 
for- a  plantation,  whereon  he  may  fubfift  a  family  ; 
fuch  are  not  afraid  to  marry  j  for  if  they  even 
look  far  enough  forward  to  confider  how  their 
children,  when  grown  up,  are  to  be  provided 
for,  they  fee  that  more  land  is  to  be  had  at  rates 
equally  eafy,  all  circumftances  confidered. 

7.  Hence  marriages  in  America  are  more  gene- 
ral, and  more  generally  early  than  in  Europe. 
And  if  it  is  reckoned  there  that  there  is  but  one 
marriage  per  Annum  among  100  perfons,  perhaps 
We  may  here  reckon  two  ;  and  if  in  Europe  they 
have  but  four  births  to  a  marriage,  (many  of  their 
marriages  being  late)  we  may  here  reckon  eight ; 
of  which,  if  one  half  grow  up,  and  our  marriages 
are  made,  reckoning  one  with  another,  at  twenty 
years  of  age,  our  people  muft  at  leaft  be  doubled 
every  twenty  years. 

8.  But  notwithftanding  this  increafe,  fo  vaft  is 
the  territory  of  North  America^  that  it  will  requiie 
many  ages  to  fettle  it  fully;  and  till  it  is  fully 
fettled,  labour  will  never  be  cheap  here,  where 
no  man  continues  long  a  labourer  for  others,  but 
gets  a  plantation  of  his  own  ;   no  man  continues 
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long  a  journeyman  to  a  trade,  but  goes  among 
thofe  new  fettlers,  and  fets  up  for  himfelf,  &c. 
Hence  labour  is  no  cheaper  now,  in  Penjyhania9 
than  it  was  thirty  years  ago,  though  fo  many 
thoufand  labouring  people  have  been  importe4 
ffom  Germany  and  Ireland. 

9.  The  danger,  therefore,  of  thefe  colonies 
interfering  with  their  mother  country  in  trades 
that  depend  on  labour,  manufadtures,  &c,  is  toQ 
"f  emott  to  require  the  attention  of  Great  Britain. 

10.  But  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the 
colonies,  a  vaft  demand  is  growing  for  Britiih 
manufadtures ;  a  glorious  market,  wholly  in  the 
power  of  Britain,  in  which  foreigners  cannot  hit 
terfere,  which  will  increafe,  in  a  fhort  time,  even 
beyond  her  power  of  fupplying,  though  her  whole 
trade  ihould  be  to  her  f  olonies  *  *  *. 

12.  It  is  an  jll-grounded  opinion,  that  by  the 
labour  of  Jlaves,  America  may  poflibly  vie  in 
cheapnefs  of  ipanufa£ture$  with  Britain.  The 
labour  of  ljaves  can  never  be  fo  cheap  here,  as 
the  laboqr  of  working  men  is  in  Britain.  Any 
one  may  compute  it.  Intereft  of  money  is  in 
the  colonies  from  6  to  jo  per  cent.  Slaves,  one 
with  another,  coft  30/.  fterling^r  head.  Reckon 
then  the  intereft  of  the  firft  purchafe  of  a  flave^ 
the  insurance  or  riique  on  his  life,  his  qloathing 
and  diet,  expences  in  his  ficknefs,  and  lofs  of 
^ime,  lofs  by  tyis  negledt  of  buiinefs,  (negledl  is 
natural  to  the  man  who  is  not  to  be  benefite4 
\>y  his  own  care  or  diligence)  expence  of  a  drivey 
%0  keep  him  at  work,  and  his  pilfering  from  tfijie 
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to  time,  almoft  every  flave  being,  from  the  na»  m 
ture of  flavery,  a  thief;  and  compare  the  whole 
amount  with  the  wages  of  a  manufacturer  of  iron 
or  wool  in  England,  you  will  fee  that  labour  is 
much  cheaper  there,  than  it  ever  can  be  by  ne-r 
groes  here. — Why  then  will  Americans  purchafe 
Haves  ?  Becaufe  Haves  may  be  kept  as  long  as  ? 
man  pleafes,  or  has  occafion  for  their  labour; 
while  hired  men  are  continually  leaving  their  • 
mafter  (often  in  the  midft  of  his  bufinefs)  and 
fitting  up  for  themfelves,     §  8, 

13.  As  the  increafe  of  people  depends  on  th* 
encouragement  of  marriages,  the  following  things 
mud  diminifh  a  nation,  viz.  1.  The  being  con* 
quered.  For  the  conquerors  will  engrofs  as  many 
offices,  and  exadl  as  much  tribute  .or  profit  on  ths 
labour  of  the  conquered,  as  will  maintain  them 
in  their  new  eftablifhment ;  and  this  diminifliing 
the  tfubfiftence  of  the  natives,  difcourages  their 
marriages,  and  fo  gradually  diminifhes  them, 
while  the  foreigners  increafe.  2.  Lofs  of  terri? 
tory.  Thus  the  Britons  being  driven  into  Walesf 
and  crowded  together  in  a  barren  countFy,  inef- 
ficient to  fupport  fuch  great  numbers,  diminifhed, 
till  the  people  bore  a  proportion  to  the  produce  $ 
while  the  Saxons  increafed  on  their  abandoned 
lands,  till  the  ifland  became  full  of  Englifh.  And, 
were  the  Englifh  now  driven  into  Wales  by  fome 
foreign  nation,  there  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  no 
more  Engliflimen  in  Britain,  than  there  are  now 
people  in  Wales.  3.  Lofs  of  trade.  Manufactures 
f ypor Jed,  draw  fufcfiftence  from  foreign  countries 
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for  numbers;  who  are  thereby  enabled  to  marry 
and  faife  families.     If  the  nation  be  deprived  of 
any  branch  of  trade,  and  no  new  employment  i* 
found  for  her  people  occupied  in  that  branch,  it 
will  fooft  be  deprived  of  fo  many  people.     4.  Zg/5 
of  food.     Suppofe  a  nation  has  a  fifliery,  which, 
Hot  only  employs  great  numbers,  but  makes  the 
food  and  fubfiftence  of  the  people  cheaper  2  if 
another  nation  becomes  matter  of  the   feas,  and 
prevents  the  fifheiy,  the  people  will  diminish  in 
proportion  as  the  lof$  of  employ,  and  dearneffc  of 
provifion,  make  it  more  difficult  to  fubfift  a  fa- 
mily.    5.  Bad  government  and  infecure  property. 
People  not  only  leave  fuch  a  country,  and,  fettling 
abroad,  incorporate  with  other  nations,  lofe  their 
native  language,  and  become  foreigners  \  but  the 
induftry  of  thofe  that  remain  being  difcouraged, 
the  quantity  of  fubfiftence  in  the  country  is  lef- 
fened,  and  the  fupport  of  a  family  becomes  more 
difficult.  So  heavy  taxes  tend  to  diminifli  a  people* 
6.  Tibe  introduction  ofjlaves.    The  negroes  brought 
into  the  Englifh  fugar-iflands,  have  greatly  di- 
minifhed  the  Whites  there;  the  poor  are  by  this 
means  deprived  of  employment,  while  a  few  fa- 
milies acquire  vaft  eftates,  which  they  fpend  on 
foreign  luxuries  ;  and  educating  their  children  in 
the  habit  of  thofe  luxuries,  the  fame  income  is 
needed  for  the  fupport  of  one,  that  might  have 
maintained  one  hundred.     The  whites  who  have 
flaves,  not  labouring,  are  enfeebled,  and  there- 
fore not  fo  generally  prolific ;.  the  (laves  being 
worked  too  hard,  and  ill  fed,  their  constitutions 

are 


[C.  P.]      Peopling  of  Countries,  y 

fare  broken,  and  the  deaths  among  them  are  mor$ 
tftacr  the  births ;  fo  that  a  continual  fupply  is 
needed  from(  Africa.  The  northern  colonief 
having  few  flaves,  increafe  in  whites.  Slaves 
alio  pejorate  the  families  that  ufe  them ;  the 
white  children  beconie  proud,  difgufted  with 
labour,  and  being  educated  in  idlenefs,  are  ren- 
4ered  unfit  to  get  a  Jiving  by  induftry, 

141  Hence  the  prince  that  acquires  new  terri- 
tory, if  he  finds  it  vacant,  or  removes  the  native* 
fo  give  his  own  people  room ;— -the  legiflator  thaj: 
makes  effectual  laws  for  promoting  of  trade,  in- 
creating  employment,  improving  land  by  mor? 
or  better  tillage,  providing  more  food  by  mheries, 
fceuring  property,  &c. — and  the  man  that  invents 
new  trades,  arts,  or  manufactures,  or  npw  im- 
provement^ in  hufbandry  j  may  be  properly  called 
t&*  Fathers  of  their  nation^  as  they  are  the  caufe  of 
the  generation  of  multitudes,  by  the  encourage- 
ment they  afford  to  marriage. 

jc.  As  to  privileges  granted  to  the  married, 
{fucn  as  theyV  trium  liberorum  among  the  Romans) 
they  may  h'aften  the  filling  of  a  country  (that  has 
been  thinned  by  war  or  peftilence,  or  that  ha» 
otherwife  vacant  territory ;  but  cannot  increafe  a 
people  beyond  the  means  provided  for  their  fub- 
fiftence. 

16.  Foreign  luxuries  and  needlefs  manufactures, 
imported  apd*  ufed  in  a  nation,  do,  by  the  fame 
reafoning,  increafe  the  people  of  the  nation  that 
famines  them,  and  diminifh  the  people  of  the 
patifcfl  fhaf  ufcs  themf-^— Laws,  therefore,  that 

prevent 
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,  prevent  fuch  importations,  and,  on  the  contrary^ 
promote  the  exportation  of  manufa&ures  to  be 
confumed  in  foreign  countries,  may  be  called 
(with  refpedt  to  the  people  that  make  them) 
generative  laws,  as  by  increafing  fubfiftence  they 
encourage  marriage.  Such  laws  likewife  Strengthen 
a  country  doubly,  by  increafing  its  own  people* 
and  diminifliing  its  neighbours. 

17.  Somt  European  nations  prudently  refufc 
to  confume  the  manufactures  of  Eaji  India:— * 
They  Should  likewife  forbid  them  to  their  colo-» 
nies ;  for  the  gain  to  the  merchant  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  the  lofs,  by  this  means,  of  peo* 
pie  to  the  nation. 

18.  Home  luxury  in  the  great,  increafes  the 
nation's  manufacturers  employed  by  it,  who  are 
lriany,  and  only  tends  to  diminish  the  families 
that  indulge  in  it,  who  are  few.  The  greater 
the  common  fashionable  expence  of  any  rank  of 
people,  the  more  cautious  they  are  of  marriage. 
Therefore  luxury  fhould  never  be  fuffered  to  be- 
come common. 

19.  The  great  increafe  of  offspring  in  par- 
ticular families,  is  not  always  owing  to  greater 
fecundity  of  nature,  but  fometimes  to  examples 
of  induftry  in  the  heads,  and  induftrious  edu- 
cation; by  which  the  children  are  enabled  td 
provide  better  for  themfelves,  and  their  marry- 
ing early  is  encouraged  from  the  profpeCt  of 
good  fubfiftence. 

20.  If  there  be  a  fed,    therefore,    in  our  na- 
tion, that  regard  frugality  and  induftry  as  reli- 
gious 
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gioos  duties,  and  educate  their  xhildren  therein, 
more  than  others  commonly  do ;  fuch  fc&  muft 
confequently  increafe  more  by  natural  general 
tion,  than  any  other  HaEt  in  Britain*  i 

21.  The  importation  of  foreigners  into  £ 
conntry  that  lias  as  >many  inhabitants  as  tfcfc 
prefent  employments  and  provisions  for  fobfift- 
enoe  will  bear,  will  he  in  the  end  no  increafeof 
people;  uniefs  the  new-comers  have  more  in* 
duftry  and  frugaiity  than  the  /natives,  and  then 
they  will  provide  more  iiibfiftenee,  and  ihcreafe 
in  the  country  4  but  they  will  gradually  eat  the 
natives  4ntt.-~-Nnr  is  it  neceflary  to  bring  in  fo- 
reigners to  fiU  up  any  occafiorufl  vacancy  k  a 
country ;  for  fuoh  vacancy  (if  the  laws  are  good, 
J.  14,  16)  will  foon  be  fitted  by  natural  genera* 
tion.  Who  can  now  find  the  vacancy  made  im 
Sweden,  France,  tx  other  wariifce  notions,  by 
tbe  plague  of  hero&fm  40  years  ago  $  in  France* 
by  the  cxpulfion  of  the  Proteftants;  in  England, 
by  the  fetdenaent  of  her  colonies  $  or  in  <?**»*?,; 
by  a  hundred  years  exportation  of  lkves,  that 
has  Slackened  half  America  ?-~-The  thinnefs  of 
the  inhabitants  in  Spain,  is  owing  to  national 
pride*  and '  idlenefs,  and  other  caofes,  -rather 
than^  to  she  expulfion  -of  the  Moors,  or  to  th* 
maidng  of  iww-feBtletuente* 

22.  I^ece  is,  in  fhorty  no  bound  to  the  pro-  • 
lific  'nature  of  pjants  or  animals,   but  xthtx  is 
made  by  their  crowding  and  interfering  with  each 
other's  means  of  fubliftence.     Was  the  face  of 
theifcarth  vacant -of  other  plants,  it  might  be  gra- 
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dually  (owed  and  overfpread  with  one  kind  only; 
as  forinftance,  with  fennel;  and  were  it  empty 
of  other  inhabitants,  it  might,  in  a  few  ages,  be 
.replenished  from  one  nation  only,  as  tor  in- 
ftance,  with  Englijhmen.  Thus  there  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  now  upwards  of  one  million  of  Eng* 
Mb  fouls  in  North  America  (though  it  is  thought 
xrarce  80,000  have  been  brought  over-fca  *)  and 

Set  perhaps  there  is  not  one  the  fewer  in  Britain, 
ut  rather  many  more,  on  account  of  the  employ- 
ment the  colonies  afford  to  manufacturers  at 
home.  This  million  doubling,  fuppofe  but  once 
in  25  vears,  will,  in  another  century,  be  more 
than  tne  people  of  England,  and  the  greateft 
number  of  Englijhmen  will  be  on  this  fide  the 
water.  What  an  acceffion  of  power  to  the  Bri* 
tijh  empire  by  fea  as  well  as  land !  What  incceafe 
of  trade  and  navigation !  What  numbets  of  fhipfc 
and  feamen  f  We  have  been  here  but  little  more: 
than  a  hundred  years,,  and  yet  the  force  of  our 
privateers  in  the  late  war,  united*  was  greater 
botji  in  men  and  guns,  than  that  of  the  whole 
Brittth  navy  in  queen  Elizabeth's  time.  How 
important  an  affair  then  to  Britain,  is  the  pre* 
lent  treaty  •}•  for  fettling  the  bounds  between  her* 
colonies  and  the  French!  and  how  careful  fliould 
fhe  be  to  fecure  room  enough,  fince  on  the  room 
depends  lb  much  the  increafe  of  her  people  ? 

23.  In  fine,  a  nation  well  regulated  is  like  a 
polypus  % ;  take  away  a  limb,  its  place  is  fbon 

#  [N.  B.  This  was  written  in  the  veari 7c  1.  E.] 
i  In  1751.  t  An  wafcMnfea,  well  known  to  Nttoralifla. 
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fupplied ;  cut  it  in  two,  and  each  deficient  part 
{hall  fpeedily  grow  out  of  the  part  remaining* 
Thus,  (if  you  have  room  and  fubfiftence  enough) 
as  you  may,  by  dividing,  make  ten  polypufes  out 
of  one ;  you  may;  of  one,  make  ten  nations, 
equally  populous  and  powerful ; '  or  rather,  in- 
creafe  a  nation  tenfold  in  numbers  and  ftrcngth. 


*  *  *  *  • 
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Tfytfrdfts  tf  *£fft<rfrom  k.  j.  tyfe ofL6tdaa,: 
to  Benjamin  Franklin,  Ufa  at  PhdadelpBu^, 
tonf dining  jfaqarls.  tf-.jpnUi  •/'  tfie  fore^otn^^ 

IT  is  now  near  three  years  fince  I  received  your 
excellent  Obfervations  on  the  Increafe  of  Man- 
kind, &c.  in  which  you  have  with  fo  much  fa- 
gacity  and  accuracy  fhewn  in  what  manner,  and 
by  what  caufes,  that  principal  means  of  political 
grandeur  is  beft  promoted ;  and  have  fo  well  fup- 
ported  thofe  juft  inferences  you  have  occafionally 
drawn,  concerning  the  general  ftate  of  our  Ame- 
rican colonies,  and  the  views  and  conduct  of 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain. 

You  have  abundantly  proved  that  natural  fe- 
cundity is  hardly  to  be  confidered  >  becaufe  the 
vis  generandi9  as  far  as  we  know,  is  unlimited, 
and  becaufe  experience  {hews  that  the  numbers 
of.  nations  are  altogether  governed  by  collateral 
catifes  i  and  among  thefe  none  is  of  fo  much  force 
as  quantity  of  fubfiftence ;  whether  arifing  from 
climate,  foil,  improvement  of  tillage,  trade* 
fifheries,  fecure  property,  conqueft  of  new  coun- 
tries, or  other  favourable  circumftances. 

As  I  perfectly  concurred  with  you  in  your  fen- 
timents  on  thefe  heads,  I  have  been  very  de- 
firous  of  building  fomewhat  on  the  foundation 
you  have  there  laid ;   and  was  induced  by  your 

hipts 
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hints  in  the  twenty-firft  fe&ion,  to  trouble  you 
with  fome  thoughts  on  the  influence  Manners 
have  always  had,  and  are  always  likely  to  have 
on  the  numbers  of  a  people,  and  their  political 
profperity  in  general  *. 

The  powerful  efficacy  of  Manners  in  en- 
creafing  a  people,  is  manifeft  from  the  inftance 
you  mention,  the  Quakers  $  among  them  in- 
duftry  and  frugality  multiplies  and  extends  the 
ufe  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  To  manners  of  a 
like  kind  are  owing  the  populott  fhefs  of  Holland* 
Switzerland,  China,  Jafian,  and  moft  parts  of 
Indian,  &c.  in  every  one  of  which  the  force  of 
extent  of  territory  and  fertility  of  foil  is  multi- 
plied, or  their  want  compenfated  by  induftry  and 
frugality. 

Neither  nature  nor  art  have  contributed  much 
to  the  produ&ion  of  fiibfiftcnce  in  Switzerland, 
yet  we  fee  frugality  preferves,  and  even  increafes 
families  that  live  on  their  fortunes,  and  which, 
In  England;  We  call  the  Gentry  *>  and  theobfer- 
vatkm  we  cannot  but  make  in  the  Southern  fart 
of  this  kingdom,  that  thofe  families,  including, 
all  fuperior  ones,  are  gradually  becoming  extinft, 
affords  the  cleareft  proof  that  luxury  (that  is,  a* 
greater  expence  of  fubfillence  than  in  prudence- 
a  man  ought  to  confume)  is  as*  deftrudtive  as  a 
proportionable  want  of  it ;  but  in  Scotland,,  as  ir* 
Switzerland,  the  Gentry,  though  one  with  ano- 
ther 

♦  [The  following  piflage  ftands  iaferted'  at  this  phce   in  th* 

*  original :     "  The  end  of  every  individual  is  its  own  private  good. 

'*  The  rules  it  obftrvet  in.  the  purfuit  of  this  good,  are  a  fyftem  of 

"  proportions 
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ther  they  have  hot  one-fourth  of  the  income, 
increafe  in  number. 

"  proportions,  almoft  every  one  founded  in  authority,  that  isf 
"  derive  their  weight  from  the  credit  given  to  one  or  more  peribns, 
*'  and  not  from  demon  ft  ration. 

"  And  this,  in  the  mod  important  as  well  as  die  other  affairs  oft 
"  life,  is  the  cafe  even  of  the  wifeft  and.  philofophical  part  of  the 
"  human  (pedes ;  and  that  it  would  be  fo  is  the  kfs  ftrange,  when 
"  we  conftder  that  it  is,  perhaps,  impoffible  to  prove,  that  being  t 
"  or  life  itfelf,  has  any  other  value  than  what  is  fet  on  it  by  autho- 
«•  rity. 

«*  A  confirmation  of  this  may  be  derived  from  the  obfemtion, 
"  that  in  every  country  in  the  univtrfe,  happinefs  is  fought  upon 
"  a  different  plan ;  and,  even  in  the  fame  country,  we  fee  it  placed . 
"  by  different  ages,  profeflicms,  and  ranks  of  men,  in  die  attain* 
'•  ment  of  enjoyments  utterly  unlike, 

"  Thefe  propofitibns,  as  well  as  others,  framed  upon  them. 
"  become  habitual  by  degrees,  and,  as  they  govern  the  determina* 
"  tion  of  the  will,  1  call  them  moral  habits. 

4<  There  are  another  fet  of  habits  that  have  the  direction  of  the 
"  members  of  the  body,  that  I"  call  therefore  mechanical  habits. 
"  Thefe  compofe  what  we  commonly  call  The  Arts,  which  are 
44  more  or  lefs  liberal  or  mechanical,  as  they  more  or  lefs  partake 
"  of  affiflance  from  the  operations  of  the  mind. 

"  The  cumulus  of  the  moral  habits  of  each  individual,  is  the  man- 
"  ners  of  that  individual ;  the  cumulus  of  the  manners  of  individuals 
"  makes  up  the  manners  of  a  nation, 

"  The  happinefs  of  individuals  is  evidently  the  ultimate  end  of 
"  political  focietv ;  and  political  welfare,  or  the  ftrength,  fplenv 
"  dour,  and  opulence  of  the  Hate,  have  been  always  admitted,  both 
"  by  political  writers,  and  the  valuable  part  of  mankind  in  general, 
*  *  to  conduce  to  this  end,  and  are  therefore  defirable. 

"  The  caufes  that  advance  or  obftruct  any  one  of  thefe  three 
"  objects,  are  external  or  internal.  The  latter  may  be  divided  into 
"  phyfical,  civil,  and  perfohal,  vnder  which  laft  head  I  compre- 
"  hend  die  moral  and  mechanical  habits  of  mankind.  The  phy- 
44  fical  caufes  are  principally  climate,  foil,  and  number  of  fubje&s  ; 
"  the  civil  are  government  and  laws ;  and  political  welfare  is  al- 
44  ways  in  a  ratio  compofed  of  the  force  of  thefe  particular  caufes ; 
"  a  multitude  of  external  caufes,  and  all  thefe  internal  ones,  not 
"  only  controul  and  qualify,  but  are  conftantly  acting  on,  and 
"  thereby  infenfibly,  as  well  as  fenfibly,  altering  one  another,  both 
ff  for  the  better  and  the  worfe,  and  this  not  excepting  the  climate 
«  itfelf." 

And 
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And  here  I  cannot  help  remarking,  by  the 
bye,  how  well  founded  your  diftindtion  is  be- 
tween the  increafe  of  mankind  in  old  and  new- 
fettled  countries  in  general,  and  more  particu- 
larly, in  the  cafe  of  families  of  condition.  In 
America,  where  their  Expences  are  more  con- 
fined .  to  neceflaries,  and  thofe  neceflaries  are 
cheap,  it  is  common  to  fee  above  one  hundred 
perfons  defcended  from  one  living  old  man.  In 
England  \t  frequently  happens,  where  a  man  has 
feven,  eight,  or  more  children,  jhere  has  not 
been  a  descendant  in  the  next  generation ;  occa- 
fioncd  by  the  difficulties  the  number  of  children 
has  brought  on  the  family,  in  a  luxurious  dear 
country,  and  which  have  prevented  their  mar- 
rying.—That  this  is  more  owing  to  luxury  than 
mere  want,  appears  "from  what  I  have  faid  of 
Scotland,  and  more  plainly  from  parts  of  England 
remote  from  London ;  in  moft  of  which  the  ne- 
ceflaries of  life  are  nearly  as  dear,  in  feme  dearer 
than  in  London ;  yet  the  people  of  all  ranks  marry 
and  breed  up  children. 

Again ;  among  the  lower  ranks  of  life,  none 
produce  fo  few  children  as  fervants.  This  is,  in 
fome  meafure,  to  be  attributed  to  their  fituation, 
which  hinders  marriage;  but  is  alfo  to  be  attribu- 
ted to  their  luxury,  and  corruption  of  manners, 
which  are  greater  than  among  any  other  fet  of 
people  in  England,  and  is  the  confequence  of  a 
nearer  view  of  the  lives  and  perfons  of  a  fupe- 
rior  rank,  than  any  inferior  rank,  without  a 
proper  education,,  ought  to  have 

The 
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The-quantity  of  fubfiftence  in  England  has  \in* 
questionably  become  greater  for  many  ages ;  and 
yet  if  the  inhabitants  are  more  numerous,  they 
certainly  are  not  4b  in  proportion  to  our  improve* 
ment'of  the  means  of  J&ipport*     I  arm  apt  id 
think  there  are  few  parts  of  this  kingdom  that 
have  not  been  at  fome  former  time  more  popu- 
lous than  at  prefer*.     I  have  fem-al  cogent  ira- 
fon?/or  thinking  fo  .of  great  part  of  the  counties 
I  tm  rooft  intimately  acquainted  with;   hut  ai 
they  were  profcahly  not  aU  moft  populous  at  the 
fame  time,  and  a*  dome  of  our  towns  arc  <vifihly 
and  vaftly  gnown  in  bulkf  I  dare  not  fiippoife,  m 
Judicious  men  have  done,    that  EngUmd  is  left 
peopled  than  heretofore.-^ This  growth  of  <onr 
tovms  is  the  eflfejft  of  a  change  of  manners,    and 
improvement  of  arts,  /common  to  aU  Europe ;  at*A 
though  it  is  not  imagined  that  k  has  Soffeiicd  the 
country  growth  of  neceflkries ;  it  has  evidently; 
by  initrodbicing  a  greater  ccaif umption  of  them, 
(ati  infaUHde  conijequeDoc  of  a  nation's  dfcvdKag; 
iii  towns)  counteracted  the  cfle£s  of  our  pooflit- 
giMte  advances  in  rth6  arts.*— But  however  fruga- 
lity may  fupply  the  place,  or  pmdigaliry  oor*b* 
terad  the  effefits,  of  the  natural  or  acquired  fiifc* 
fiilenescof  a  country  4  indttftryjs*  beyond  doni**- 
a  more  efficacious  catrfets>fpbnty,  than  any  nattH: 
ral  advantage  of  extent  or  fertility.     I  have  men- 
tioned inffcances  of  frugality  and  induftry,  united 
with  extent  and  fertility;  mSpain  and  AfiaMinor, 
^e  fee  frugality  joined  to  extent  and  fertility, 
without  induftry.j    in  Ireland  we  once  iaw  the 

fame  j 
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fame ;   Scotland  had  then  none  of  them  but  fruga- 
lity. The  change  in  thefe  two  countries  is  obvious 
to  every  one,  and  it  is  owing  to  induftry,  not  yet 
very  widely  diffufed  in  either.— The  effefls  of 
induftry  and  frugality  in  England  are  furprifing; 
•both  the  rent  and  the  value  of  the  inheritance  pf 
land  depend  on  them  greatly  more  than  on  na- 
ture; and  this,   though  there  is  no  considerable 
difference  in  the  prices  of  our  markets.     Lanjd 
of  equal,  goodnefr  lets  for   double  the  rent  pf 
other  land  lying  in  the  f^rrje  county  1  and  there 
are  many  years  purchafe  difference  between  diffe- 
rent counties,  where  rents  are  equally  well  paid 
and  fecure.— Thus   Manners  operate  upon  the 
mumber  of  inhabitants :  but  of  their  filent  effe#s 
rupon  &  civil  constitution,  faiftory  and  even  our  own 
.^experience,  yields  us  abundance  of  proofs,  though 
they  are  not  uncommonly  attributed  t$  extern*! 
cauies:   Their  fupport  of  a  government  againft 
^external  force  is  to  great,   J&at.k  js  a  common 
-masim  amf&ag  ike  jjdi*wa*esi  pf  liberty,  tfcat  np 
-£reejgDvernmeot  was  ever  di^ved,  or  overcome, 
befote   4kc  manners  of  its    fiibjetf?  were  cor- 
-ttupteiL 

-  ^Theifbperiotity  of  Greepe over  fierfia  was  fingly 
wring  to  t!um  difference  of  ixfrwzn  >  arid  that, 
:*ho\xgh  aH  natural  advantage  qtpft  on  jtbe  fide  of 
*fac  loftier— to  which  I  might  add  the  civil  ones; 
for  /though  the  greateft  of  all  civil  advantages, 
^Liberty,  was  oa  Jibe  fide  of  Greece,  yef  $h*t  gdded 
-noj>Qlitical^rength  JpJbcr  [o^iprwjfe]  jtfcaa  as.it 
^ojxrnatod.oui  her  joaiuxgs ;  and*  whm  they  were 
,^  D  corrupted, 
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corrupted, .  the  reftoration  of  their  liberty  by  the 
Romans,  overturned  the  remains  of  their  power- 

Whether  the  manners  of  Ancient  Rome  were,  at 
any  period,  calculated  to  promote  the  happinefs 
of  individuals,  it  is  not  my  defign  to  examine: 
But  that  their  manners,  and  the  effects  of  thofe 
manners  on  their  government  and  public  conduit, 
founded,  enlarged,  and  fupported,  and  afterwards 
overthrew  their  empire,  is  beyond  all  doubt. 
One  of  the  effedts  of  their  conqueft  furnithes  us 
with  a  ftrong  proof  how  prevalent  manners  are 
even  beyond  quantity  of  fubfiftence ;  for,  when 
the  cuflom  of  bellowing  on  the  citizens  of  Rome 
corn  enough  to  fupport  themfelves  and  families, 
was  become  eflabliflied,  and  Egypt  and  Sicily 
produced  the  grain  that  fed  the  inhabitants  of 
Italy;  this  became  lefs  populous  every  day;  and 
the  Jus  trium  liberorum  was  but  an  expedient  that 
could  not  balance  the  want  of  induftry  and  fruga- 
lity.-—But  corruption  of  manners  did  not  only 
thin  the  inhabitants  of  iht  Roman  Empire ;  it  ren- 
dered the  remainder  incapable  of  defence,  long  be- 
fore its  fall,  perhaps  before  the  diffolutton  of  the 
republic;  fo  that  without  (landing  difciplined ar- 
mies compofed  of  men,  whofe  moral  habits  prin- 
cipally, and  mechanical  habits  fecondarily,  made 
them  different  from  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
Roman  empire  had  been  a  prey  to  the  barbarians 
many  ages  before  itwas.— By  the  mechanical  habits 
of  the  foldiery,  I  mean  their  difcipline,  and  the 
art  of  war :  And  that  this  is  but  a  Secondary  qua- 
lity, appears  from  the  inequality  that  has  in  all 

ages 
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ages  been  between  raw,  though  well-difciplined 
armies,  and  veterans,  and  more  from  the  irre- 
fiftible  force  a  iingle  moral  habit,  Religion,    has 
conferred  on  troops  frequently  neither  difciplined  . 
ijpr  experienced. 

The  military  manners  of  ,the  Noblefe  in 
France,  compofe  the  chief  force  of  that  kingdom  $ 
and  the  enterprifing  manners,  and  reftlefs  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  have  enabled 
a  handful  of  men  to  harafs  our  populous,  and, 
generally,  lefs  martial  colonies:  Yet  neither  are 
of  the  value  they  fcem  at  firft  fight,  becaufe, 
overbalanced  by  the  defeft  they  occafion  of  other 
habits  that  would  produce  more  eligible  political 
good :  And  military  manners  in  a  people  are  not 
aeceflary  in  an  age  and  country  where  fuch  man*- 
ners  may  be  occafionally  formed  and  preferved 
among  men  enough  to  defend  the  ftatej  and 
fuch  a  country  is  Great  Britain*  where,  though 
the  lower  clais  of  people  are  by  no  means  of  a 
military  caft,  yet  they  make  better  foldiers  than 
even  the  Noblefle  of  France, 
.  The  inhabitants  of  this  country  [England,]  a 
few  ages  back,  were  to  the  populous  and  rich  pro- 
vinces of  France,  what  Canada  is  now  to  the 
Britiili  colonies.  It  is  true,  there  was  lefs  dilpro- 
portion  between  their  natural  ftrength;  but  I  mean 
that  the  riches  of  France  were  a  real  weaknefs, 
oppofed  to  the  military  manners  founded  upon 
poverty  and  a  rugged  difpofition,  then  the  cha- 
radsrof  titizEngliJh. — But  itmuft  be  remembered, 
that  at  this  time  the  manners  of  a  people  were 

D  2  not 
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not  diftinft  from  that  of  their  foldiery :  For  the 
ule  of  ftanding  armies  has  deprived  a  military 
people  of  the  advantages  they  before  had  over 
others;  and  though  it  has  been  often  faid*  that 
civil  wars  give  power,,  becaufe  they  render  all 
men  foldiers,  1  believe  this  has  only  been  found 
true  in  internal  wars  following  civil  wars,  and 
not  in  external  ones;,  for  now,  in  foreign  wars, 
a  fmall  army  with  ample  means  to  fupport  it,  is. 
of  greater  force  than  one  more  numerous,  with 
left*  This  laft  fa<3  has  often  happened  betweea 
France  and  Germany. 

The  means  of  fupporting  armies,  and,  confe- 
quently,  the  power  of  exerting  external  ftrength^ 
are  beft  found  in  the  induftry  and  frugality  of 
the  body  of  a  people  living  under  a  government 
and  laws  that  encourage  Commerce;  for  com- 
merce is  at  this  day  almoft  the  only  Jtimulus  that 
forces  every  one  to  contribute  a  fhare  of  labour 
for  the  public  benefit. 

But  fuch  is  the  human*  frame,  and  the  world* 
is  fo  conftituted,  that  it  is  a  hard  matter  tepoP* 
&{$  ones-felf  of  a  benefit*  without  kyiHg  ones- 
felf  open  to  alofs  oa  fome  other  fide;  the  im- 
provements of  manners  of  one  fort,  often  de-^ 
prave  thofe  of  Another:  Thus  we  fee  induftry 
and  frugality  under  the  influence  &{  commerce 
(which  I  call  a  commercial  fpirit)  tend  to  defftroy* 
as  well  as  fuppertj  the  government  it  flourtthes 
under.~-Commerce  perfects  the  arts,  but  morfit 
the  mechanical  than  the  liberal,  and- this  for  aif 
dbvious  reafon  y  it  foftens  and  enervates  the  irian^ 

ners.. 
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aers*  Steady  virtue,  and  unbending  integrity,,  are: 
feldom  to  be  found  where  a  fpirit  of  commerce 
pervades  every  thing  -,  yet  the  perfection  of  com- 
merce is,  that  every  thing  fhould  have  its  price.. 
We  every  day  fee  its  progrefcv  both  to  our  be* 
nefit  and  detriment  here.  Things  that  boni 
mores  forbid  to  be  fet  to  faler  are  become  its 
objedts,  and  there  are  few  things  indeed  extra 
commercium.  The  legiflative  power  itfelf  has 
been  in  commercio ;  and  church  livings  are  feldonx 
given  without  confideration,  even  by  fincere 
Chriftians  ;  and  for  confideration,  not  feldom  to* 
very  unworthy  perfons.  The  rudenefs  of  an- 
cient military  times,,  and  the  fury  of  more  mo- 
dern enthufiaftic  ones,  are  worn  off;  even  the 
fpirit  of  fbrenfic  contention  is  aftonilhingly  di- 
minifhed  (all  marks  of  manners  foftening;)  but 
luxury  and  corruption  have  taken  their  places, 
and  feem  the  infeparable  companions  of  Corn*- 
merce  and  the  Arts. 

1  cannot  help  obferving,,  however,,  that  this  is; 
much  more  the  cafe  in  ex  ten  five  countries,  es- 
pecially at  their  metropolis,  than*  in  other  places- 
It  is  an  old  obfervation  of  politicians,,  and  fre- 
quently made  by  hiftorians,  that  fmall  ftates  al- 
ways befit  preferve  their  manners.— Whether  this 
happens  from  the  greater  room  there  is  for  at^ 
tention  in  the  legiflature^  or  from  the  lefs  room. 
there  is  for  ambkion  and  avarice ;  it  is  a  lirong. 
argument,,  among  others,  againft  an  incorpo- 
rating Union  of  the  colonies  in  America*  or  event 
a  federal  one,   that  may  tend  to  the  future  re- 

: .  .  » f  ducing 
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during  them  under  one  government.  Their  power, 
while  difunited,  is  lefs,  but  their  liberty,  as  well 
as  manners,  is  more  fecure ;  and,  confidering  the 
little  danger  of  any  conqueft  to  be  made  upon 
them,  I  had  rather  they  fhould  fuffer  fomething 
through  difun ion,  than  fee  them  under  a  general 
adminiftration  lefs  equitable  than  that  concerted 
at  Albany  *. — I  take  it,  the  inhabitants  of  Pen- 
Jyhania  are  both  frugal  and  induftrious  beyond 
thofe  of  any  province  in  America.  If  luxury  fhould 
fpread,  it  cannot  be  extirpated  by  laws.  We  are 
told  by  Plutarch,  that  Plato  ufed  to  fay,  It  was  a 
hard  thing  to  make  laws  for  the  Cyrenians,  a  people 
abounding  in  plenty  and  opulence.— 

But  from  what  1  fet  out  with,  it  is  evident, 
if  I  be  not  miftaken,  that  education  only  can 
ftem  the  torrent,  and,  without  checking  either 
true  induftry  or  frugality,  prevent  the  fordid 
frugality  and  lazinefs  of  the  old  Irijh,  and 
many  of  the  modern  Scotchf  (I  mean  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country,  thofe  who  leave,  it 
for  another  being  generally  induftrious)  or 
the  induftry  mixed  with  luxury  of  this  capital, 
from  getting  ground ;  and,  by  rendering  ancient 
manners  familiar,  produce  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween difintereftednefs  and  commerce;  a  thing  we 
often  fee,  but  almoft  always  in  men  of  a  liberal 
education. 

To  conclude ;   when  we  would  form  a  people, 
foil  and  climate  may  be  found  at  leaft  fufficiently 

*  [The  reader  will  fee  an  account  of  this  plan  in  the  fubfeqnent 
Jheeu.  E.J 

good; 
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good ;  inhabitants  may  be  encouraged  to  fettle, 
and  even  fupported  for  a  while  ;  a  good  govern- 
ment and  laws  may  be  framed,  and  even  arts  may 
be  eftabliflied,  or  their  produce  imported;  but 
many  neceffary  moral  habits  are  hardly  ever  found 
among  thofe  who  voluntarily  offer  themfelves  in 
times  of  quiet  at  home,  to  people  new  colonies ; 
befides  that  the  moral,  as  well  as  mechanical 
habits,  adapted  to  a  mother-country,  are  fre- 
quently not  fo  to  the  new-fettled  one,,  and  to 
external  events,  many  of  which  are  always  un- 
forefeen.  Hence  it  is  we  have  feen  fuch  fruit- 
lefs  attempts  to  fettle  colonies,  at  an  immenfe 
public  and  private  expence,  by  feveral  of  the 
powers  of  Europe:  And  it  is  particularly  ob- 
fervable  that  none  of  the  Engltjh  colonies  be- 
came any  way  confiderable,  till  the  neceffary 
manners  were  born  and  grew  up  in  the  country, 
excepting  thofe  to  which  Angular  circumftances 
at  home  forced  manners  fit  for  the  forming  a 
new  ftate. 

lam,  Sir,  &c. 

R.J- 
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The    WAY    to    WEALTH, 

As  dearly  Jhewn  in  the  Preface  of  an  old  Pen- 
fylvania  Almanack*  intitled>  Poor  Richard 
Improved** 

Courteous  Reader, 

I  Have  heard,  that  nothing  gives  an  author  lb 
great  pleafure,  as  to  find  his  works  refpe&fiiHjr 
quoted  by  others.  Judge,  then,  how  much  I 
muft  have  been  gratified  by  an  incident  I  am  go- 
ing to  relate  to  you.  I  flopped  my  horie  lately, 
where  a  great  number  of  people  were  cofte&ed> 
at  an  au&ion  of  merchants  goods.  The  hour  of 
the  fale  not  being  come,  they  were  converting 
on  the  badnefs  of  the  times ;  and  one  of  thte 
company  called  to  a  plain,  clean  Old  Man,  with 
white  locks,  *Pray,  Father  Abraham,  what  think 
4  you  of  the  times  ?  Will  not  thefe  heavy  taxes 
4  quite  ruin  the  country  ?  How  (hall  we  ever  be 

£*  Dr.  Franklin,  as  I  have  been  made  to  underftand,  for  many 
yean  publifhed  the  Penfylvania  Almanack,  called  Poor  Richard 
\Sauuders\  and  furniflied  it  with  various  ientences  and  proverbs, 
which  had  principal  relation  to  the  topics  of  "  induftry,  attention 
•'  to  one's  own  Dufinefs,  and  frugality."  The  whole  or  chief  of 
thefe  fentences  and  proverbs,  he  at  lad  collected  and  digefted  in  the 
above  general  preface,  which  his  countrymen  read  with  much 
avidity  and  profit. 

M,  Dubourg,  the  French  tranflator  of  Dr.  Franklin's  works,  en* 
{itle#  this  Penjyfoanian  Almanack,  Le  pawvre  Henri  a  /on  m/e ;  to 
avoid  thejV*  dt  mts,  in  cafe  he  had  written  Pauvn  Richard.  E.I 

«  able 
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4  able  to  pay  them  ?  What  would  you  advife  us 
4  to  ?  — — Father  Abraham  ftood  up,  and  replied, 
4  If  you  would  have  my  advice,  I  will  give  it 
4  you  in  fhortj  "for  a  word  to  the  wife  is 
44  enough,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays/  They  joined 
in  defiring  him  to  fpeak  his  mind,  and  gather- 
ing round  him,  he  proceeded  as  follows : 

4  Friends,  fays  he,  the  taxes  are,  indeed, 

*  very  heavy,  and,  if  thofe  laid  on  by  the  go- 

*  vernment  were  the  only  ones  we  had  to  payf 

*  we  might  more  eafily  difcharge  them ;  but  we 
1  have  many  others,  and  much  more  grievous  to 
4  fome  of  us.  We  are  taxed  twice  as  much  by 
c  our  idlenefs,  three  times  as  much  by  our  prided 
4  and  four  times  as  much  by  our  folly ;  and 
'  from  thefe  taxes  the  commiffioners  cannot  eafe 
4  or  deliver  us,  by  allowing  an  abatement. 
c  However,  let  us  hearken  to  good  advice,  and 
«  fomething  may  be  done  for  us ;  4€  God  helps 
44\  them  (hat  help  themfelves,"  as  Poor  Richard 
€  fays. 

4 1.  It  would  be  thought  a  hard  government  that 
4  fhould  tax  its  people  one  tenth  part  of  their 
'  time;  to  be  employed  in  its  fervice:  But  idle- 
4  nefs  taxes  many  of  ufc  much  more;  floth,  by 
c  bringing  on  difeafes,  abfblutely  fhortens  life. 
44  Sloth,  like  ruft,  confumes  fafter  than  labour 
"wears,  while  the  u  fed  key  is  always  bright," 
'  as  Poor  Richard  fays.  "  But  doft  thou  love' 
tf  life,  -then  do  not  Squander  time,  for  that  is  the 

E  4<  fluff 
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4(  fluff  life  is  i  made  of,"  as  Poor  Richard,  fays. 
4  .How  much  more  than  is  necefiary  do  we  fpend 
4  ici  fleepl  forgetting  that, .«  The .fleeping fox 
"  catches  no  poql  try,  and,  that  there  will ,  be 
*\  ij^eping  enough  in  the  grave,"  as  Poor  Richard 
4  fays. •;-,,•  .    ;:  •      . ,  ,  M 

"  If  time.be  of  ^11  things  the  mpft  precious, 
4€  wafting    time    muft    be,"    as  Poor  Richard 

*  fays,  "  thc^  greateft-  prodigality ,;"  fince,  as  he 
€  elfewhcre  tells  us,  "  Loft  time  is  never  found 
€<  again  ;  and  what  y?e  call  time  enough,  $1  ways 
4€  proves  little  enough;"  iljet  us  then  up  and 

*  be  doing,  and  doing  to  the  purpofe ;  fo  by  di- 
«  ligence  (hall  we  do  more  with  lefs  perplexity. 
44  Sloth  makes  all  things  difficult,  but  induftry 
"  all  eafy;  and,  He  that  rifeth  lafe,  muft  trot 
49  all  day,  and  ihall  fcarce  overjtake  his  bu- 
"  fine&at  night;  while  lazinefs  travels  fo flowly, 
4€  that  poverty  foon  overtakes  him.  Drive  thy 
"  bufineis,  let  not  that  drive  thee;  and  early  to 
"  bed,  and  early  to  rife,  makes  a  man  healthy, 
"  wealthy,  and  wife,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays. 

'  So  what  fignifies  wifliing  and  hoping  for 
4  better  times  ?  We  may  make  thefe  times  bet- 
f  ter,  if  we  beftir  ourfclves.  "  Induftry  need 
"  not  wifh,  and  he  that  lives  upon  hope  will 
"  die  falling.  There  are  no  gains  without  pains ; 
44  then  help  hands,  for  I  have  no  lands/9  or,  if 
4  I  have,  they  are  fmartly  taxed.  ,€  He  that 
44  hath  a  trade,  hath  an  eftate;  and  he  that  hath 
44  a  calling,  hath  an  office  of  profit  and  honour," 
4  as  Poor  Richard  fays;  but  then  the  trade  muft 

•  be 
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4  be  worked  at,  and  the  calling  well  followed,  or 
<  neither  the  eftate  nor  tHe  office  will  enable  us 
4  to  'pay  our  taxes.  —  If  we  ate  indufhibus,  we 
4  {hall  never  ftarve ;  for,  "  at  the  working  man's 
€f  houfe  hunger  looks  in,  but  dares  not  enter.1* 
^Nor  will  the  bailiff"  or  thei;conftabIe  enter,  for 
41  Induftry  pays  debts,  While  <fcfpjflr  increafeth 
44  them."  What  thoueh  ybu  have  found  no  trea- 
'  fure,  nor  has  any  ricn  relation  left  you  a  legacy, 
«  Diligence  is  the  mother  of  good  luck,  and  God 
«*  givesali  things  to  ihdufhy.  «  Theii  #bW  deep, 
^  while  fluggartls  fleip,  and  ybtf  fhall  have  corn 
44  to  fell  and  to  keept-  Work  while  it  is  called 
''  to-day,  for  you  know  not  how  much  you  may 
f  be  hindered  to-morrow.  "  One  to-day  is  w#tk 
<c  two  to-morrows,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays  i  and 
€  farther,  4€  Never  leave  that  till  to-morrow, 
44  which  you  can  do  to-day. ,r :  If  you  Were  *  fcr- 
4  vant*  Would  you  not  be  afhamtd  that :  a  good 
€  matter  fhbuld  catch  you  idle  ?     Are  you  then 

*  your  own  inafter  ?  be  alhamed  to  catch  yourfelf 
c  idle,  when  there  is  fy  much  to  be' done  for 
'  yourfelf,  your  family,  yotir  touhtrf,  and  your 
4  kihg:  "Handle  yotii*  tools  withoxit  mittens,  re- 

•  member,  that,  *c  The  ratt  m  gloves  Catches  no 
4i  mice,-  as  Poor  Richard ^fays.  It  is  true,  there  is 
4  much  to  be  done,  and,  perhaps,  you;  ate  weak- 
c  handed;  tut  flick  to  it  fteadily*  arid  ytou  will  fee 
'  great  effdSs  -,  for  "  Cdhftant*  dropping  wears 
€t  away  (Vones;1  and  by  diligente  aftd  patietfefc  the4 
€€  moule  ate  in  two  thfe  cable;  and  Httle  ftrokes 
«»  fell  great  oaks."  '  :  '       '    "  - 

E  2  <  Methinks 
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'  Mcthinks  I  hear  fome  of  you  fay,  "  Muft  a 
"  man  afford  himfelf  no  leifure  ?"  —  I  will  tell 
€  thee,  my  friend,  what  Poor  Richard  fays ;  "  Em- 
"  ploy  thy  time  well,  if  thou  meaneft  to  gain  lei- 
"  lure ;  and  fince  thou  art  not  fure  of  a  minute* 
"  throw  not  away  an  hour."  Leifure  is  time  for 
4  doing  fomethfng  ufeful ;  this  leifure  the  diligent 
'  man  will  obtain,  but  the  lazy  man  never  ;  for, 
€€  A  life  of  leifure  and  a  life  of  lazinefs  are  two 
things,  fytany,  without  labour,  would  live 'by 
their  wit$  only,  but  they  break  for  want  of 
u  ftock';"  whereas  jnduftry  gives  comfort,  >and 

*  plenty,  and  refpeft.  "  Fly  pleasures,  and  they 
44  will  follow  youv  The  diligent  fpinner  haa>a 
"  fcrge  ftiift ;  and  now  I  have  a  £heep  and  a  cow, 
*'  every  body  bids  me  good-morrow." 

4    II.  But  with  our  induftry  we  muft  likewife 
*.  be  fteady,  fettled,  and  careful,  and  overfee  our 

•  own  affairs  with  our  own  eyes,  and  not  truft  too 

*  much  to  others ;  for,  as  Poor  Richard  fays, 
44  I  never  few  an  oft-removed  tree, 

44  Nor  yet  an  oft-removed  family, 

44  That  throve  fowell  as  thofe  that  fettled  be." 

*  And  again,  "  Three  removes  is  as  bad  as  a  fire;" 

•  and  again,  "  Keep  thy  (hop,  and  thy,£hop  will 
44  keep  thee;"  and  again, 4€  If  you  would  have  your 
44  bunnefs  done,  go;  if  not,  fend."    And  again, 

44  He  that  by  the  plough  would  thrive, 
44  Himfelf  muft  either  hold  or  drive." 

•  And  again,  4€  The  eye  of  a  mafter  will  do  more 
44  work  than  both  his  hands j"  and  again,  "  Want 

44  of 
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*Vof  care  does  us  more  damage  than  want  of  know- 
"  ledge  i"  and  again,  "  Not  to  overfee  workmen, 
"  is  to  leave  them  your  purfe  open."     Trufting 

*  too  much  to  others  care  is  the  ruin  of  many  ; 
c  for,  "  In  the  affairs  of  this  world,  men  are 
"favedr.not  by  faith,  but  by  the  want  of  it  $ " 
€  But  Jinan's  own  care  is  profitable;  for,  4<  If 
"  you  would  have  a  faithful  fervant,  and  one  that 
cc  you  like,  ferve  yourfelf.  A  little  negledt  may 
"  breed  great  mifchief ;  for  want  of  a  nail  the 
"  (hoe  was  loft -,  for  want  of  a  (hoe  the  horfe  war 
"  loft ;  -and  for  want  of  a  horfe  the  rider  was  loft,'*- 
'  being  overtaken  and  (lain  by  the  enemy ;  all  for 

*  want  of  a  little  care  about  a  horfe-ihoe  nail. 

'  III.  So  much  for  induffcy,  my  friends,  and 
4  attention  to  ones  own  bufinefs ;  but  to  thefe  we 
€  muft  add  frugality,  if  we  would  make  our  in- 

*  duftry  more  certainly  fuccefsful.  A  man  may, 
4  if  he  knows  not  how  to  fave  as  he  gets,  "  keep 
"  his  nofe  all  his  life  to  the  grind-ftone,  and  die 
"  not  worth  a  groat  at  lafh  A  fat  kitchen  maker 
u  a  lean  will ;"  and 

"  Many  eftates  are  fpent  in  the  getting, 

"  Since  women  for  tea  forfook  fpinning  and 

"  knitting, 
"  And  men  for  punch  forfook  hewing  and 
"  fplitting." 
u  If  you  would  be  wealthy,  think  of  faving,  as 
"  well  as  of  getting.  The  Indies  have  not  made 
"  Spain  rich,  becaufe  her  outgoes  are  greater 
"  than  her  incomes/9 

f  Away 
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4  Away  then,  with  your  cxpcnfive  follies,  and 
',  you  will  not  then  have  lo  much  caufe  to  complain 
4  of -hard  times,  heavy  taxes,  and  chargeable  fa- 

*  rallies ;  fur 

;<  Women  and  wine,  game  and  deceit, 
'"  Make  the  wealth  final]*  and  the  want  great/* 
€  And  farther,  "What  maintains  one  vice,  would' 
"  bring  up  two  children/'     You  may  think;  per- 

*  haps,  that  a  little  tea,  or  a  little  punch  now  and 

*  then,  diet  a  little  more  coftly,  clothes  a  little 

*  finer,  and  a  little  entertainment  now  and  then,' 

*  can  be.no  great  matter;  but  remember,  "Many 
"  a  little  makes  a  mickle."  Beware  of  little  ex* 
€  pencesj  "A  fmall  leak  will  fink  a  greatihip/* 
€  as  Poor  Richard  fays;  and  again,  "  Whodain- 
«  ties  love,  {hall  beggars  prove ;"  and  moreover, 
"  Fools  makefeafts,  and  wife  men  eat  them/' 

'  Here  you  are  all  got  together  to  this  fale  of 
€  fineries  and  nick-nacks.  You  call  them  goods ; 
€  but,  if  you  do  not  take  care,  they  will  prove 

*  -  evils  to  .fome  of  you.  You  expefr  they  will  be 
'  fold  cheap,  and,  perhaps,  they  may  for  lefs  than 
'  they  coft ;  but,  if  you  have  no  occafion  for 
c  them,  they  mull  be  dear  to  you.  Remember 
c  what  Poor  Richard  fays,  "  Buy  what  thou  haft 
"  no  need  of,  and  ere  long  thou  (halt  fell  thy  ne* 
cc  ceflaries."  And  again,  "  At  a  great  penny- 
"  worth  paufe  a  while."  He  means,  that  per- 
'  haps -the  cheapnefs.  is  apparent  only,  and  not 
^ici>  or  the  bargain,  by  fteaitening  thee  in  thy 
*-bufinefs,  may  do  thee  more  harm  than  good. 

*  For  in  another  place  he  fays,  "  Many  have  been 

"  ruined 
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41  ruined  by  buying  gdod  pennyworths/'  Again, 
"  It  is  fooliCh  to  lay  out  money  in  a  purchale  of 
44  repentance ; "   and  yet  this  folly  is  pradtifed 

*  every  day  at  au&ions,  for  want  of  minding  the 
'  Almanack.  Many  a  one,  for  the  Gike  of  finery 
4  on  the  back,  have  gone  with  a  hungry  belly,  and 
4  half  ftarved  their  families j  M  bilks  and  fattins, 
44  fcarlet  and  velvets,  put  out  the' kitchen-fire/' 

*  as  Poor  Richard  fays.  Thefc  are  not  the  necef- 
4  faries  of  life;    they  can  fcarctly  be  called  the 

*  conv^Aiertces ;  and  yet  only  becaiife  they  look 
g  pretty,  how  many  want  to1  have  them?  By 
4  thefe,  and  other  extravagancies,  the  genteel  are 

*  reduced  to  poverty,  and  forced  to  borrow  of 
4  thofe  whom  they  formerly  defpifed,  but  who, 
4  through  induftry  and  frugality,  havemaintained 
«  their  (landings  in  which  cafe  it  appears  plainly* 
«  that  "  A  ploughman  on  his  legs  is  higher  than 
44  a  gentleman  on  his  knees,1'  as  Poof.  Richard 
4  fays.     Perhaps  they  have  had  a  foiall  eftate  left 

*  them,  which  they  knew  not  the  getting  of  f 
4  they  think  "  It  is  day,  and  will  never  be  night;" 
4  that  a  little  to  be  fpent  out  of  fa  much  is  not 
4  worth  minding ;  but  u  Always  taking  out  of 
"  the  meal-tub,  and  never  putting  in,  foon  comes 
41  to  the  bottom/'  as  Poor  Richard  fays ;    and. 

*  then,  "  When  the  well  is  dry,  they  know  the 
44  worth  of  water."  But  this  they  might  have* 
4  known  before,  if  they  had  taken,  his  advice : 
— "  If  you  would  know  the  value  of  money,,  go; 
44  and  try  to  borrow  fome;  for  he  that  goes  a 

borrowing  goes  a.forrowingf"  as  Poor  Richard 

fays  j. 
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4  fays;  and,  indeed,  fo  does  he  that  lends  to 
c  fuch  people,  when  he  goes  to  get  it  in  again.— 
4  Poor  'Dick  farther  ad  vifes,  and  fays,  v 

€€  Fond  pride  of  drefs  is  fure  a  very  curfe  ; 
"  Ere  fancy  you  confult,  confult  your  purfe." 

c  And  again,  "  Pride  is  as  loud  a  beggar  as  Want, 
€c  and  a  great  deal  more  Taucy."  When  you  have 
'  bought  one  fine  thing,  you  mud  buy  ten  more, 
4  that  your  appearance  may  be  all  of  a  piece ;  but 
€  Poor  Dick  fays,  "  It  is  eafier  to  fupprefs  thefirfl; 
defire,  than  to  fatisfy  all  that  follow  it :"  And 
it  is  as  truly  folly  for  the  poor  to  ape  the  rich,  as 
for  the  frog  to  fwell,  in  order  to  equal  the  ox. 

Yeflels  large  may  venture  more, 
But  little  bqats  fhould  keep  near  fhore." 
1  !t  is,  however,  a  folly  foon  punilhed;  for,  as 
4  Poor  Richard  fays,  c<  Pride  that  dines  on  va- 
"  nity,  fups  on  contempt ;  Pride  breakfafted  with 
€t  Plenty,  dined  with  Poverty,  and  fupped  with 
u  Infamy."     And,  after  all,  of  what  ufe  is  this 

*  pride  of  appearance,    for   which   fo  much  is 

*  riflced,  fo  much  is  fuffered  ?  It  cannot  promote 
4  health,  nor  eafe  pain ;  it  makes  no  increafe  of 
'  merit  in  the  perfon,  it  creates  envy,  it  haftens 

*  misfortune. 

c  But  what  madnefs  muft  it  be  to  run  in  debt  for 
4  thefe  fuperfluities  ?  We  are  offered,  by  the  terms 
4  of  this  fale,  fix  months  credit ;  and  that,  perhaps, 

*  has  induced  fome  of  us  to  attend  it,  becaufe  we 
4  cannot  fpare  the  ready  money,  and  hope  now  to 
'  be  fine  without  it.    But,  ah !  -think  what  you  do' 

•  when 
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when  you  run  in  debt;  you  give  to  another 
power  over  your  liberty.  If  you  cannot  pay 
at  the  time,  you  will  be  afhamed  to  fee  your 
creditor ;  you  will  be  in  fear  when  you  fpeak  to 
him  1  you  will  make  poor  pitiful  fneaking  ex- 
cufes,  and,  by  degrees,  come  to  lofe  your  vera- 
city, and  fink  into  bafe,  downright  lying ;  for9 
;  Trie  fecond  vice  is  lying,  the  jft^  is  running 

in  debt,'9  as  Poor  Richard  fays;  and  again,  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  u  Lying  rides  upon  Debt's 

back :"  whereas  a  free-born  Englijhman  ought 
not  to  be  afhamed  nor  afraid  to  fee  or  fpeak 
to  any  man  living.    But  poverty  often  deprives 
a  man  of  all  fpirit  and  virtue.     «  It  is  hard 
for  an  empty  nag  to  ftand  upright."     What 
would  you  think  of  that  prince,  or  of  that  go- 
vernment! who  (hould  iffue  an  edi&  forbidding 
you  to  drefs  like  a  gentleman  or  gentlewoman, 
on  pain  of  imprifonment  or  fervitude  ?  Would 
you  not  fay  that  you  were  free,  have  a  right 
to  drefs  as  you  pleafe,  and  that  fuch  an  edidt 
would  be  a  breach  of  your  privileges,  and  fuch 
a  government   tyrannical  ?     And  yet  you  are 
about  to  put  yourfelf  under  that  tyranny,  when 
you  run  in  debt  for  fuch  drefs  !    Your  creditor 
has  authority,  at  his  pleafure,  to  deprive  you 
of  your  liberty,  by  confining  you  in  gaol  for 
life,   or  by  felling  you  for  a  fervant,   if  you 
fliould  not  be  able  to  pay  him*     When  you 
have  got  your  bargain,    you  may,    perhaps, 
think  little  of  payment ;  but,  as  Poor  Richard 
lays,  "  Creditors  have  better  memories  than 

F  "  debtors; 
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"  debtors;  creditors  arc  a  fuperftitious  fe<5t,  great 
"  obfervers  of  fet-days  and  times."  The  day 
4  comes  round  before  you  are  aware,  and  the 
4  demand  is  made  before   you  are  prepared  to 

*  fatisfy  it  j  or,  if  you  bear  your  debt  in  mind, 

*  the  term,  which  at  firft  feemed  fo  long,  will, 

*  as  it  leffens,   appear  extremely  (hort :    Time 

*  will  feem  to  have  added  wings  to  his  heels  as 

*  well  as  his  fhoulders.  "  Thofe  have  a  (hort 
44  Lent,  who  owe  money  to  be  paid  at  Eafter." 

*  At  prefent,  perhaps,  you  may  think  yourfelves 

*  in  thriving  circumftances,  and  that  you  can  bear 
€  a  little  extravagance  without  injury;  but 

44  For  age  and  want  fave  while  you  may, 
44  No  morning-fun  lafts  a  whole  day." 
€  Gain  may  be  temporary  and  uncertain,  but  ever, 
4  while  you  live,  expence  is  conftant  and  certain ; 
and,  4t  It  is  eafier  to  build  two  chimneys,  than 
to  keep  one  in  fuel,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays:  So, 
"  Rather  go  to  bed  fupperlefs,  than  rife  in  debt." 
44  Get  what  you  can,  and  what  you  get  hold : 
44  'Tis  the  ftohe  that  will  turn  all  your  lead 
44  into  gold." 
4  And  when  you  have  got  the  philofopher's  ftone, 
€  fure  you  will  no  longer  complain  of  bad  times, 
4  or  the  difficulty  of  paying  taxes. 


Cf 


€ 


4  IV.  This  dodtrine,  my  friends,  is  reafon  and 
wifdom :  But,  after  all,  do  not  depend  too 
much  upon  your  own  induftry,  and  frugality, 
and  prudence,  though  excellent  things;  for  they 
may  all  be  Mailed,  without  the  bleffingof  Hea- 

4  ven; 
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4  ven ;  and,  therefore,  afk  that  bleffing  humbly, 
'  and  be  not  uncharitable  to  thofe  that  at  prefent 
4  feem  to  want  it,  but  comfort  and  help  them. 
€  Remember,  Job  fuffered,  and  was  afterwards 
4  profperous. 

€  And  now,  to  conclude,  "  Experience  keeps  a 
€S  dear  fchool,  but  fools  will  learn  in  no  other," 
4  (as  Poor  Richard  fays')  and  fcarce  in  that ;  for, 
4  it  is  true,  4€  We  may  give  advice,  but  we  can- 
44  not  give  conduct :"  However,  remember  this, 
"  They  that  will  not  be  counselled,  cannot  be 
44  helped ;"  and  farther,  that  "  If  you  will  not 
"  hearReafon,  flie  will  furely  rap  your  knuckles," 
4  as  Poor  Richard  fays.' 

Thus  the  Old  Gentleman  ended  his  harangue. 
The  people  heard  it  and  approved  the  do&rine ; 
and  inimediately  pra&ifed  the  contrary,  juft  as  if 
it  had  been  a  common  fermon ;  for  the  audtion 
opened,  and  they  began  to  buy  extravagantly. 
—I  found  the  good  man  had  thoroughly  ftudied 
my  Almanacks,  and  digeftect  all  I  had  dropt  on 
thofe  topics  during  the  courfe  of  twenty -five 
years.  The  frequent  mention  he  made  of  me 
muft  have  tired  any  one  elfe  j  but  my  vanity  was 
wonderfully  delighted  with  it,  though  I  was 
confcious,  that  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  wifdom 
was  my  own,  which  he  afcribed  to  me,  but  ra- 
ther the  gleanings  that  I  had  made  of  the  fenfe 
of  all  ages  and  nations.  However,  I  refolved  to 
be  the  better  for  the  echo  of  it ;  and,  though  I 
had  at  firft  determined  to  buy  fluff  for  a  new 

F  2  coat, 
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coat,  I  went  away,  refolved  to  wear  toy  old  one 
a  little  longer.  Reader,  if  thou  wilt  do  the  fame, 
thy  profit  will  be  as  great  as  mine. 

lam,  as  ever, 

Thine  to  ferve  thee, 

RICHARD  SAUNDERS  J. 

t  [Tikis  piece  has  been  pouted  on  a  fingle  fteet  of  paper,  of  a 
finan  fize  fit  for  framing,  and  may  be  had  of  Ihe  publisher  of  this 
wade,  price  two-pencc.    E.) 
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Plan  by  Mejfieurs  Franklin  and  Dalrymple  for 
benefiting  dijlant  unprovided  Countries  %. 


Aug.  29,  177  x. 

THE  country  called  in  the  maps  New  Zealand* 
has  been  difcovered  by  the  Endeavour  9  to  be 
two  iflands,  together  as  large  as  Great  Britain : 
thefe  iflands,  named  Acpy -nomawie  and  Tovy- 
poennammoo,  are  inhabited  by  a  brave  and  gene- 
rous race,  who  are  deftitute  of  corn,  fowls,  and 
alt  quadrupeds,  except  dogs. 

Thefe  circumftances  being  mentioned  lately  in 
2  company  of  men  of  libera!  fentiments,  it  was 
obferved  mat  it  feemed  incumbent  on  fuch  a  coun- 
try as  this,  to  communicate  to  all  others  the  con- 
veniences of  life  which  we  enjoy. 

Dr.  Franklin,  whofe  life  has  ever  been  diredted 
to  promote  the  true  intereft  of  fociety,  faid,  €€  he 
4€  would  with  all  his  heart  fubfcribe  to  a  voyage 
"  intended  to  communicate  in  general  thofe  bene- 
**  fits  which  we  enjoy,  to  countries  deftitute  of 
"  them  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  globe."     This 

\  [Thefe  propofals  were  printed  upon  a  fheet  of  paper  fome-two 
or  three  years  ago,  and  diftributecL  The  parts  written  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin and  Mr.  Dalrymple  are  eafily  diftinguifhed. 

By  a  miftake  of  the  printer  "  The  way  to  wealth  "  is  put  out  of 
its  place,  being  made  to  interrupt  the  courfe  of  the  papers  relating 
to  lie  ikhfiftenec  of  mankind,  &c.  E.\ 

propofition 
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propofition  being  warmly  adopted  by  the  reft  of 
the  company,  Mr.  Dalrymple,  thenprefent,  was 
induced  to  offer  to  undertake  the  command  on 
fuch  an  expedition. 

On  mature  reflection  this  fcheme  appears  the 
more  honourable  to  the  national  charader  of  any 
which  can  be  conceived,  as  it  is  grounded  on  the 
nobleft  principle  of  benevolence.  Good  intentions 
are  often  fruftrated  by  letting  them  remain  indi- 
gefted ;  on  this  confideration  Mr.  Dalrymple  was 
induced  to  put  the  outlines  on  paper,  which  are 
now  publifhed,  that  by  an  early  communication 
there  may  be.  a  better  opportunity  of  collecting 
all  the  hints  which  can  conduce  to  execute  effec- 
tually the  benevolent  purpofe  of  the  expedition, 
in  cafe  it  fhould  meet  with  general  approbation. 

On  this  fcheme  being  (hewn  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
he  communicated  his  fentiments  by  way  of  in- 
troduction, to  the  following  effedt. 

Britain  is  faid  to  have  produced  originally 
nothing  but  floes.  What  vaft  advantages  have 
been  communicated  to  her  by  the  fruits,  feeds, 
roots,  herbage,  animals,  and  arts  of  other  coun- 
tries !  We  are  by  their  means  become  a  wealthy 
€€  and  a  mighty  nation,  abounding  in  all  good 
"  things.  Does  not  fome  duty  hence  arife  from 
"  us  towards  other  countries  ftill  remaining  in 
"  our  former  ftate  ? 

"  Britain  is  now  the  firft  maritime  power  in 
"  the  world.  Her  fhips  are  innumerable,  capable 
"  by  their  form,  fize,  and  ftrength,  of  failing 
"  all  feas.    Our  feamen  are  equally  bold,  fkilful 

"  and 


€€ 


4€ 
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44  and  hardy ;  dexterous  in  exploring  the  remoteft 
"  regions,  and  ready  to  engage  in  voyages  to 
V.  unknown  countries,  though  attended  with  the 
"  grcateft  dangers.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe 
st  countries,  our  fellow  menr  have  canoes  only, 
f€  not  knowing  iron,  they  cannot  build  (hips  y 
"  they  have  little  aftronomy,  and  no  knowlege 
"  of  the  compafs  to  guide  them :  they  cannot 
c«  therefore  come  to  us,  or  obtain  any  of  our 
'Satfvaqtages.  From  thefe  circumftances,  does 
"  not  fome  duty  feem  to  arife  from  us  to  them  ? 
44  Does  not  Providence  by  thefe  diftinguifliing 
44  favours  feem  to  call  on  us  to  do  fomething 
"  ourfeives  for  the  common  intereft  of  huma- 
nity ?f  ■  -..:■;■  ;  .  ' 
4€  Thofe  who  think  it  their  duty  to  afk  bread 
and  other  bleflings  daily  from  heaven,  would 
they  not  think  it  equally  a  duty  to  communi- 
cate of  thofe  bleflings  when  they  have  received 
€€  them;  and  fhow. their  gratitude  to  their  great 
Benefadtor  by  the  only  means  in  their  power, 
promoting  the  happinefs  of  his  other  children  ? 
44  Ceres  is  (aid  to  have  made  a  journey  through 
many  countries  to  teach  the  ufe  of  corn,  and 
c<  the  art  of  railing  it.  For  this  fingle  benefit 
the  grateful  nations  deified  her.  How  much 
more  may  Englishmen  deferve  fuch  honour,  by 
communicating  the  knowledge  and  ufe  not  of 
corn  only,  but  of  all  the  oth?r  ~  enjoyments 
"  earth  can  produce,  and  which  they  are  now 
41  in  pofleflion  of,  Communiter  bona  profundere, 
41  Deurn  eft. 

"  Many 
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«  Many  voyages  have  been  undertaken  with 
•'  views  of  profit  or  of  plunder,  or  to  gratify 
**  refentment;  to  procure  fome  advantage  to 
44  ourfelves,  or  do  fome  mifchief  to  others  :  but 
*<  a  voyage  is  now  propofed  to  vifit  a  diftant 
**  people  on  the  other  fide  the  globes  not  to 
"  cheat  them,  not  to  rob  them,  not  to  feize  their 
4€  lands,  orcnflave  their  pcrfons;  but  merely  to  do 
"  them  good,  and  make  them,  as  far  as  in  our 
u  power  lies,  to  live  as  comfortably  as  ourfelves. 

"  It  feems  a  laudable  wifh  that  all  the  nations 
u  of  the  earth  were  conne&ed  by  a  knowlege  of 
"  each  other,  and  a  mutual  exchange  of  benefits  : 
"  but  a  commercial  nation  particularly  fhould 
"  wifh  for  a  general  civilization  of  mankind, 
4t  fince  trade  is  always  carried  on  to  much  greater 
"  extent  with  people  who  have  the  arts  and  con- 
"  veniencies  of  life,  than  it  can  be  with  naked 
44  favages.  We  may  therefore  hope  in  this  un- 
w  dertaking  to  be  of  fome  fervice  to  our  country, 
M  as  well  as  to  thofc  poor  people,  who,  however 
44  diftant  from  us,  are  in  truth  related  to  us,  and 
u  whofe  interefts  do,   in  fome  degree,  concern 

every  one  who  can  fay  Homojiim,  &c." 


u 


Scbemeofavwaxebyfubfcripti(m>  to  convey  the 
conveniencies  oflite,  as  fowls,  hogs,  goats,  cattle, 
corn,  iron,  &c.  to  thofe  remote  regions  which  are 
destitute  of  them,  and  to  bring  from  thence  fuch 
productions  as  can  be  cultivated  in  this  kingdom 
to  the  advantage  of  fociety,  in  a  fhip  under  the 
command  of  Alexander  Dalrymple. 

Catt 
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Catt  or  Bark,  from  the  coal  trade,  £ 

of  350  tone,  eitimated  at  about      -  -     2000 
Extra  expences,  ftores,  boats,  &c.     -  -     3000 

»■        ■■ 
5000 
To  be  manned  with  60  men  at 

4  $y  many  month 

240 
12 


2880  ^  annum 
.3 


W^£i      8640  for  &r«y«r>     864, 


I3640 


Cargo  included,  fuppo&d    •  -•••«■      15000 


The  expences  of  this  expedition  are  calculated 
for  three  years;  but  the  greatdft  part  of  the 
amount  of  wages  will  not  be  wanted  till  the  fhip 
returns,  and  a  great  part  of  the  expence  of  pro- 
vifions  will  be  faved  by  what  is  (obtained  in  the 
courfe  of  the  vtfyage  by  barter  or  otherwife,  tho* 
^t  is  proper  to  make  provifion  for  contingencies. 

*  4    *    ********* 

•  -■""''  G  Extract 
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Extrafr  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Percival,  concerning 
the  Provifion  made  in  China  again/}  Famine* 

T  Have  fomewhere  read  that  in  China  an  ac- 
■*  count  is  yearly  taken  of  the  number  of  people, 
and  the  quantities  of  provifion  produced.  This 
account  is  tranfmitted  to  the  Emperor,  whofe 
minifters  can  thence  forefee  a  fcarcity  likely  to 
happen  in  any  province,  and  from  what  province 
it  can  beft  be  fupplied  in  good  time.  To  facilitate 
the  collecting  of  this  account,  and  prevent  the 
neceflity  of  entering  houfes  and  fpending  time  in 
afking  and  anfwering  questions,  each  houfe  is 
ftrnifhed  with  a  Kttle  board  to  be  hung  without 
the  door,  during  a  certain  time  each  year;  on 
which  board  are  marked  certain  words,  againft 
which  the  inhabitant  is  to  mark  number  or  quan- 
tity, ipme what  in  this  manner : 


i  Men, 
,  Women, 

Children, 
,  Rice  or  Wheat, 

Flefh,  &c. 


All  under  u5  are  accounted  children,  and  aft 
abore,  men  and  women.    Any  other  particulars 

which 


f 
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which  the  government  defires  information  o£ 
are  occafionally  marked  on  the  fame  boards.  Thus 
the  officers  appointed  to  coile&  the  accounts  in 
ieach  diftridt,  have  only  to  pafs  before  the  doors, 
and  enter  into  their  book  what  they  findjnarked 
on  the  board,  without  giving  the  leaft  trouble  to 
the  family.  There  is  a  penalty  on  marking  falfely, 
and  as  neighbours  muft  know  nearly  the  truth  of 
each  others  account,  they  dare  not  expofe  them- 
felves  by  a  falfe  one,  to  each  others  accufatioo. 
Perhaps  fuch  a  regulation  is  fcarccly  practicable 
with  us  *. 


[#  The  above  paflage  is  taken  from  Dr.  PercivaTstEflays,  Vol. 
III.  p.  25,  being  an  extraft  from  a  letter  written  to  him,  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  obfervations  on  the  (fate  of  popiH 
lationin  Manchester  .and  other  adjacent  places*    E.J 
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Pv/ttions  to  be  Examined*. 

I.    A^L  food    or    fubfiflence    for   manfcmd 
■**  arife  from  the  earth  or  waters. 

2.  Neceflaries  of  life  that  are  not  foods,  and 
all  other  conveniencies*  have  their  values  effi- 
mated  by  the  proportion  of  food  eonfumed  white 
we  are  employed  m  procuring  them. 

3.  A  fmall  people  with  a  large  territory  may 
fubfift  on  the  productions  of  nature,  with  no 
other  labour  than  that  of  gathering  the  vegeta- 
bles and  catching  theanimafc. 

4.  A  large  people  with  a  fmall  territory  finds 
thele  inefficient,  and  to  fubfift,  mv&  kbow  the 
earth,  to  make  it  produce  greater  quantities  of 
vegetable  food,  fuitable  for  the  nourifhment  of 
men,  and  of  the  animals  they  intend  to  eat, 

5.  From  this  labour  arifcs  a  great  increafe  of 
vegetable  and  animal  food,  and  of  materials  for 
clothing,  as  flax,  wool,  filk,  &c.  The  fuper- 
fluity  of  thefe  is  wealth.  With  this  wealth  we 
pay  for  the  labour  employed  in  building  our 
houfes,  cities,  &c.  which  are  therefore  only 
fubfiftence  thus  metamorphofed. 

b.  Manufaftures  are  only  another  Jhape  into- 
which    fo  much   provifions  and  fubfiftence  are 

•  [This  article  has  been  infcrted  in  The  Repoftwy  fir  ftUB 
papers  on  AgriQultur$>  Jru,  and  Mm»fa8mt*  Vol.  L  page 
350.  E.J 

turned^ 
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turned,  as  were  equal  in  value  to  the  manufac- 
tures produced*  This  appears  from  hence,  that 
the  manufadturer  does  not,  in  fadt,  obtain  from 
the  employer,  for  his  labour,  more  than  a  mere 
fubfiftence,  including  raiment,  fuel  and  fhelter; 
all  which  derive  their  value  from  the  provifion* 
confumed  in  procuring  them. 

7*  The  produce  of  the  earth,  thus  converted 
into  manufactures,  may  be  more  eafily  carried  to 
infant  markets  than  before  fuch  conversion. 

8.  Fair  commerce  is,  where  equal  values  are 
exchanged  for  equal,  the  expence  pf  tranfport 
included.    Thus,  if  it  cofts  A  in  England  as  much 
labour  and  charge  to  raife  a  bufhel  of  wheat,  as 
it  cofts  B  in  France  to  produce  four  gallons  of 
wine,  then  are  four  gallons  of  wine  the  fair  ex- 
change for  a  bufhel  of  wheat,  A  and  B  meeting 
at  half  diftance  with  their  commodities  to  make 
the  exchange.     The  advantage  of  this  fair  com- 
merce is,  that  each  party  increafes  the  number  of 
bis  enjoyments,  having,  inftead  of  wheat  aloner 
or  wine  alone,  the  ufe  of  both  wheat  and  wine. 
.    9.  Where  the  labour  and  expence  of  producing, 
both  commodities   ate   known  to  both  parties, 
bargains  will  generally  be  fair  and  equal*  Where 
they  are  known  to  one  party  only,  bargains  will 
often  be  upequal,  knowledge  taking  its  advantage 
of  ignorance. 

10.  Thus  he  that  carries    1000  buffrefe    of 

wheat  abroad  to  fell,  may  not  probably  obtain 

&  great  a  profit  thereon,  as  if  he  had  firfl  turned 

the  wheat  into  xaanufadures,  by  fuhMing  there- 

£l  with* 
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with  the  workmen  while  producing  thofe  manu- 
factures :  fince  there  are  many  expediting  and 
facilitating  methods  of  working,  not  generally 
known ;  and  ftrangers  to  the  manufactures, 
though  they  know  pretty  well  the  expence  of 
raifing  wheat,  are  unacquainted  with  thofe  fhort 
methods  of  working,  and  thence  being  apt  to 
fuppofe  more  labour  employed  in  the  manufac- 
tures than  there  really  is,  are  more  eafily  im- 
pofed  on  in  their  value,  and  induced  to  allow 
more  for  them  than  they  are  honeftly  worth. 

11.  Thus  the  advantage  of  having  manu- 
factures in  a  country,  does  not  confift,  as  is 
commonly  fuppofed,  in  their  highly  advancing 
the  value  of  rough  materials,  of  which  they 
are  formed;  fince,  though  fix-pennyworth  of 
flax  may  bg  worth  twenty  (hillings  when  worked 
into  lace,  yet  the  very  caufe  of  its  being  worth 
twenty  (hillings  is,  that,  befides  the  flax,  it 
has  coft  nineteen  (hillings  and  fixpence  in  fub^ 
fiftence  to  the  manufacturer.  But  the  advan- 
tage of  manufactures  is,  that  under  their  fhape 
provilions  may  be  more  eafily  carried  to  a  fo- 
reign market  \  and  by  their  means  our  traders 
may  more  eafily  cheat  ftrangers.  Few,  where 
it  is  not  made,  are  judges  of  the  value  of  lace. 
The  importer  may  demand  forty,  aad  perhaps 
get  thirty  (hillings  for  that  which  coft  him  but 
twenty. 

12.  Finally,  there  feem  to  be  but  three  ways 
for  a  nation  to  acquire  wealth.     The  firft  is  by 
"war,  as  the  Romans  did,  in  plundering  their  con- 
quer*} 
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quired  neighbours.  This  is  robbery.— The  fecond 
by  commerce,  which  is,  generally  cheating.— -The 
third  by  agriculture,  the  only  honeji  wav;  wherein 
man  receives  a  real  increafe  of  the  feed  thrown 
into  the  ground,  in  a  kind  of  continual  miracle 
Wrought  by  the  hand  of  God  in  his  favour,  as 
a  reward  for  his  innocent  life,  and  his  virtuous 
induftry. 

B.  F. 

Aprils  i7ty 
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Political   Pragmewtsj  fufpfii  titber 
to  be  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,    or  to  contain, 
.  fentimenU  neurJy  allied  to  his  own*. 

{§'!•  Of  the  Employment  cftfime*  end  qf  Incidence  $ 

particularly  as  refpeSling  the  State. \  . 

AL  L  that  live  mull  be  fubfifted.  Subfiftence 
colts  fomething.  He  that  is  induftrious 
produces,  by  his  induftry,  fomething  tbaf  js.;ari 
equivalent,  and  pays  for  his  fubfifterice  :  lie  Is 
therefore  no  charge  or  burden  to  fociety.  The 
indolent  are  an  expence  uncompenfated. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  all  kinds  of  em- 
ployment that  can  be  followed  without  prejudice 
from  interruptions ;  work  that  can  be  taken  up, 
and  laid  down,  often  in  a  day,  without  damage  \ 
(fuch  as  fpinning,  knitting,  weaving,  &c.)  arc 
highly  advantageous  to  a  community;  becaufe, 
in  them,  may  be  collected  all  the  produce  of  thofe 
fragments  of  time,  that  occur  in  family-bufinefs, 
between  the  conftant  and  neceffary  parts  of  it,  that 

•  [The  political  fragments  which  are  here  prefented  to  the  reader, 
were  gathered  up  from  the  notes,  annexed  to  a  pamphlet  called  Tbt 
Principles  of Trade 9  printed  for  Brotherton  and  Srwel,  London,  1774, 
fecond  edition. — The  writer  of  this  work  fpeaks  of  affiftance  lent  to 
kirn,  in  the  following  paffage  in  his  preface.  *  Some  very  refpett- 
4  able  friends  have  indulged  me  with  their  ideas  and  opinions.     It 

•  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  we  in  this  fecond  edition  moft  grate* 
4  fully  fwknawfctfge  the  favour ;    and  muft  add,  that  fhould  the 

*  public  hold  this  performance  in  any  eftimation,  no  fmall  {hare 
4  belongs  to  thofe  friends.'  Our  author  is  one  of  the  refpeftabl* 
friends  here  alluded  to,    £.  ] 

ufually 
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ufually  occupy  females;  as  the  time  between  rifing 
and  preparing  for  breakfaft,  between  breakfaft  and 
^preparing  for  dinner,  &c.  &c.  The  amount  of 
all  thefe  fragments,  is,  in  the  courfe  of  a  year, 
very  confiderable  to  a  fingle  family ;  to  a  ftate 
propof  tionably.  Highly  profitable  therefore  it  is, 
in  this  Cafe  alfo,  to  follow  that  divine  direction, 
gather  up  the  fragments  that  nothing  be  loft.  Loft 
.  time  is  loft  fuhfiftence ;  it  is  therefore  loft  trea- 
fure. 

Hereby  in  feveral  families,  many  yards  of  linen 
have  been  produced  from  the  employment  of  thofe 
fragments  only,  in  one  year,  though  fuch  fami- 
lies were  juft  the  fame  in  number  as  when  not  fo 
employed. 

It  was  an  excellent  faying  of  a  certain  Chinefe 
-Emperor,  /  will,  if  pqffible,  have  no  id/enejs  in  <my 
-dominions ;  for  if  there  be  one  man  idle,  fome  other 
-man  muji  fuffer  cold  or  hunger.  We  take  this 
^Emperor's  meaning  to  be,  that  the  labour  due  to 
4he  public  by  each  individual,  not  being  per- 
formed by  the  indolent,  muft  naturally  fall  to  th« 
lbare  of  others,  who  muft  thereby  fuflfcr. 

1$  2*  Of  Embargoes  upon  Cam,  ami  of  the  Poor. } 

In  inland  high  countries,  remote  from  the  fea, 
j$aA  whofe  rivers  are  fmall,  running/raw  the  coun- 
try, and  not  to  it,  as  is  the  cafe  of  Switzerland**, 
.great  diftrefs  may  arife  from  a  courfe  of  bad  har- 
weRs,  if  public  /granaries  are  not  provided,  and 
iapt  well  flared.     Anciently  too,  before  naviga- 
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tion  was  fo  general,  (hips  fo  plenty,  and  com- 
mercial connections  fo  well  eftabliflied  ;  even  ma- 
ritime countries  might  be  occafionally  diftrefled 
by  bad  crops.  But  fuch  is  now  the  facility  of 
communication  between  thole  countries,  that  an 
unreftrained  commerce  can  fcarce^ever  fail  of  pro- 
curing a  fufficiency  for  any  of  them.  If  indeed 
any  government  is  fo  imprudent,  as  to  lay  its 
hands  on  imported  corn,  forbid  its  exportation, 
or  compel  its  fale  at  limited  prices;  there  thfc 
people  may  fuffer  fome  famine  from  merchants 
avoiding  their  ports.  But  wherever  commerce  is 
known  to  be  always  free,  and  the  merchant  ab- 
folute  mafter  of  his  commodity,  as  in  Holland, 
there  will  always  be  a  reafonable  fupply.  > 

When  an  exportation  of  corn  takes  place,  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  higher  price  in  fome  foreign  coun- 
tries, it  is  common  to  raife  a  clamour,  on  theiup- 
pofition  that  we  fliall  thereby  produce  a  domeftic 
famine.  Then  follows  a  prohibition,  founded  on 
the  imaginary  diftrefs  of  the  poor.  The  poor,  to 
be  fure,  if  in  diftrefs,  (hould  be  relieved ;  but  if 
the  farmer  could  have  a  high  price  for  his  corn 
from  the  foreign  demand,  muft  he  by  a  prohi- 
bition of  exportation  be  compelled  to  take  a  low 
price,  not  of  the  poor  only,  but  of  every  one  that 
cats  bread,  even  the  richeft  ?  the  duty  of  relieving 
the  poor  is  incumbent  on  the  rich ;  but  by  this 
operation  the  whole  burden  of  it  is  laid  on  the 
farmer,  who  is  to  relieve  the  rich  at  the  fame  time. 
Of  the  poor  too-,  thofe  who  are  maintained  by  the 
parishes  have  no  right  to  claim  this  facrifice  of  the 

farmer  \ 
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farmer ;  as,  while  they  have  their  allowance,  it 
makes  no  difference  to  them,  whether  bread  be 
cheap  or  dear.  Thofe  working  poor,  who  now 
mind  bufmefs  only^W  ox  four  days  in  the  week, 
if  bread  fhould  be  fo  dear  as  to  oblige  them  to 
work  the  whole^x  required  by  the  commandment, 
do  not  feem  to  be  aggrieved,  fo  as  to  have  a  right 
to  public  redrefs.  There  will  then  remain,  com- 
paratively, only  a'  few  families  in  every  diftridt, 
who,  from  ficknefs  or  a  great  number  of  chil- 
dren, will  be  fo  diftrefled  by  a  high  price  of  corn, 
as  to  need  relief;  and  thefe  fhould  be  taken  care 
of  by  particular  benefa&ions,  without  reftraining 
the  farmer's  profit. 

Thofe  who  fear,  that  exportation  may  fo  far 
drain  the  country  of  corn,  as  to  ftarve  ourfelves, 
fear  what  never  did,  nor  ever  can  happen.  They 
may  as  well,  when  they  view  the  tide  ebbing  to- 
wards the  fea,  fear  that  all  the  water  will  leave 
the  river.  The  price  *  of  corn,  like  water,  will 
find  its  own  level.  The  more  we  export,  the 
dearer  it  becomes  at  home  ;  the  more  is  received 
abroad,  the  cheaper  it  becomes  there;  and,  as  foon 
as  thefe  prices  are  equal,  the  exportation  flops  of 
courfe.  As  the  feafons  vary  in  different  countries, 
the  calamity  of  a  bad  harveft  is  never  univerfal.  If 
then,  all  ports  were  always  open,  and  all  com- 
merce free ;  every  maritime  country  would  gene- 
rally eat  bread  at  the  medium  price,  or  average  of 
all  the  harvefts  ;  which  would  probably  be  more 
equal  than  we  can  make  it  by  our  artificial  regu- 
lations, and  therefore  a  more  fteady  encourage- 
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ment  to  agriculture.  The  nation  would  all  haw 
bread  at  this  middle  price;  and  that  nation,  which 
at  any  time  inhumanely  refufes  to  relieve  the  dif- 
treffes  of  another  nation,  deferves  no  compaflion 
when  in  diflrefs  itfclf. 

[  §  3.  Of  the  Effe&  ofDearnefs  ofProvifions  upon 
Working*  and  upon  Manufactures*] 

TJie  common  people  do  not  work  for  pleafure . 
generally,  but  from  neceffity.     Cheapnefs  of  pro- 
vifions  makes  them  more  idle;  lefs  work  is  then, 
done,  it  is  then  more  in  demand  proportionally, 
and  of  courfe  the  price  rifes.     Dearnefs  of  provi- 
fioas  obliges  the  manufacturer  to  work  more  days 
and  more  hours ;  thus  more  work  is  done  than 
equals  the  ufual  demand ;  of  courfe  it  becomes* 
cheaper,  and  the  manufactures  in  confequence* 

[  §  A  •  Of  an  open  Trade.] 

Perhaps,  in  general,  it  would  be  better  if  go- 
vernment* meddled  no  farther  with  trade,  than  to 
pcoted  it,  and  let  it  take  its  courfe.  Moft  of  the 
ilatutes  or  ads,  edids,  arrets,  and  placarts  of 
parliaments,  princes,  and  ftates,  for  regulating, 
direding,  orreftraining  of  trade;  have,  we  thinks 
been  either  political  blunders,  or  jobs  obtained- 
by.  artful  men  for  private  advantage  under  pre- 
tence of  public  good.  When  Colbert  aflembled 
fome  wife  old  merchants  of  France,  and  defired 
their  advice  and  'opinion  how  he  could  beft  ferve' 
and  promote  commerce;  their  anfwer,  after  con- 

fultation, 
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fultation,  was  in  three  words  only,  Laifez nou* 
faire ;  €  Let  us  alone/— It  is  faid  by  a  very  folid: 
writer  of  the  fame  nation,  that  he  is  well  advanced 
in  the  fcience  of  politics,  who  knows  the  full 
force  of  that  maxim,  Pas  trop  gouverner9  €  not  to 
'  govern  too  much;'  which,  perhaps,  would  be 
of  more  ufe  when  applied  to  trade,  than  in  any 
other  public  concern.  It  were  therefore  to  be 
wifbed,  that  commerce  were  as  free  between  all 
the  nations  of  the  world;  as  it  is  between  the  fc- 
veral  counties  of  England;  fo  would  all,  by  mutual 
communication,  obtain  more  enjoyments.  Thofe 
counties  do  not  ruin  each  other  by  trade,  neither* 
would  the  nations*  No  nation  was  ever  ruined  by 
trade,  even,  feemingly*  the  moft  difadvantageous. 
Wherever  deferable  fuperfluities  are  imported, 
induftry  is  excited,  and  thereby  plenty  is  pro- 
duced. Were  only  necefiaries  permitted  to  be 
purchafed,  men  would  work  no  more,  than  was 
neccfiary  for  that  purpofe. 

LS.-5*  Of  Prohibitions  with  refpeft  to  the  Exportation 
of  Gold  and  Stiver.] 

Gould  Spain  and  Portugal  have  fiicceeded  in  ex- 
ecutingitheir  footi&  laws  for  hedging  in  the  cut  how* 
as  Locke  calls  it,  and  have  kept  at  home  all  their 
gold  and  filver,  thofe  metals  would  by  this  time* 
nave  been  of  little  more  value  than  fo  much  lead 
or  iron.  Their  plenty  would  have  leflened  their 
value*  We  fee  the^folly  of  thcfe  edicts  :  but  arc 
not  our  own  prohibitory  and  reftridtive  laws,  that 

arc 
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are  profcfledly  made  with  intention  to  .bring  a  ba- 
lance in  our  favour  from  our  trade  with  foreign 
nations  to  be  paid  in  money,  and  laws  to  prevent 
the  neceffity  of  exporting  that  money,  which,  if. 
they  could  be  thoroughly  executed,  would  make 
money  as  plenty,  and  of  as  little  value ;  I  fay,  are 
not  fuch  laws  akin  to  thofe  Spani/b  cdi&s-,  follies 
of  the  fame  family  ?  t. 

[  §  6.  Of  the  Returns  for  foreign  Articles.  ] 

In  fadt,  the  produce  of  other  countries can  hardly 
be  obtained,  unlefs  by  fraud  and  rapine,  without 
giving  the  produce  of  our  land  or  our  indufiry  in  ex- 
change for  them.  If  we  have  mines  of  gold  and 
filver,  gold  and  filver  may  thfen  be  called  the  pro- 
duce of  our  land :  if  we  have  not,  we  can  only 
fairly  obtain  thofe  metals  by  giving  for  them  the 
produce  of  our  land  or  induftry.  When  we  have 
them,  they  arc  then  only  that  produce  or  induftry 
in  another  {hape ;  which  we  may  give,  if  the 
trade  requires  it  and  our  other  produce  will  not 
fuit,  in  exchange  for  the  produce  of  fome  other 
country  that  furAifhes  what  we  have  more  occa- 
fion  for,  or  more  defire.  When  we  have,  to  an 
inconvenient  degree,  parted  with  our  gold  and 
filver,  our  induftry  is  ftimulated  afreih  to  procure, 
more ;  that,  by  its  means,  we  may  contrive  to 
procure  the  fame  advantage* 

[§  7.  OfReJiraints  upon  Commerce  in  Time  of  War. 1 

When  princes  make  war  by  prohibiting  com- 
merce, each  may  hurt  himfelf  as  much  as  his 

enemy. 
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enemy.  Traders,  who  by  their  bufinefs  are  pro- 
moting the  common  good  of  mankind,  as  well  as 
farmers  and  fifliermen  who  labour  for  thefubfift- 
ence  of  all,  ftiould  never  be  interrupted,  or  mo- 
lefted  in  their  bufinefs;  but  enjoy  the  protection 
of  all  in  the  time  of  war,  as  well  as  in  time  of 
peace. 

This  policy,  thofe  we  are  pleafed  to  call  Bar- 
barians, have,  in  a  great  meafure,  adopted ;  for 
the  trading  fubjedts  of  any  power,  with  whom  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  may  be  at  war,  are  not  liable 
to  capture,  when  within  fight  of  his  land,  going 
or  coming;  and  have  otherwife  free  liberty  to 
trade  and  refide  in  his  dominions* 

As  a  maritime  power,  we  prefume  it  is  not 
thought  right,  that  Great  Britain  fliould  grant 
fuch  freedom,  except  partially ;  as  in  the  cafe  of 
war  with  France,  when  tobacco  is  allowed  to  be 
fent  thither  under  the  fandtion  of  paflports. 

[  §  8*  Exchanges  in  Trade  may  be  gainful  to 
each  Party.  ] 

In  tranfadtions  of  trade,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed, 
tfjat  like  gaming,  what  one  party  gains  the  other 
muft  neceflarily  iofe.  The  gain  to  each  may  be 
equal.  If  A  has  more  corn  than  he  can  confume, 
but  wants  cattle;  and  B  has  more  cattle,  but 
wants  corn,  exchange  is  gain  to  each :  hereby  the 
common  flock  of  comforts  in  life  is  increafed. 

[  §  9-  Of 
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I  §9-  Qf  Paper  Credit.] 

It  is  impoffiblc  for  government  to  circumfcribe, 
or  fix  the  extent  of  paper  credit,  which  muft  of 
•courfe  fluctuate.  Government  may  as  well  pre- 
tend to  lay  down  rules  for  the  operations,  or  the 
confidence  of  every  individual  in  the  courfe  of  hk 
trade.  Any  feeming  temporary  evilarifing,  muft 
naturally  work  its  own  cure  *. 

'X ~*  Tkeitadtr willfceDr. ►Franklin't featmcots  oq f *yer  car- 
Jtncios  in  die  fegud  of  this  wods*    E.  ] 
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On  the  Price  of  Ccrn,  and  Management  of 
the  Poor*. 

To  Mejfieurs  the  Publi  c. 

I  AM  one  of  that  clafs  of  people  that  feeds  you 
all,  and  at  prefent  is  abufed  by  you  all ;— in 
fliort,  I  am  a  farmer. 

By  your  news-papers  we  are  told,  that  God  had 
fent  a  very  fliort  narveft  to  fome  other  countries  of 
Europe.  I  thought  this  might  be  in  favour  of 
Old  England;  and  that  now  we  ftiould  get  a  good 
price  for  our  grain,  which  would  bring  millions 
among  us,  and  make  us  flow  in  money :  that  to 
be  fure  is  fcarce  enough. 

[  *  The  following  extracts  of  a  letter  figned  Columella,  and  ad- 
drefled  to  the  editors  of  the  Repofitory  for  ftUS  pafers  on  Agricukuru 
Arts,  and Manufactures,  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  352.)  will  again  ferve  the 
purpofe  of  preparing  thofe  who  read  it,  for  entering  upon  this  paper. 

'  Gentlemen, 

*  THERE  is  now  publiftiing  in  France  a  periodical  work,  called 

*  Ephemtridis  du  Citoyen,  in  which  feveral  points  interefting  to  thofe 

*  concerned  in  agriculture,  are  from  time  to  time  difcufled  by  fome 
4  able  hands.  In  looking  over  one  of  the  volumes  of  this  work  a 
'  few  days  ago,  I  found  a  little  piece  written  by  one  of  our  country  - 
4  men,  and  which  our  vigilant  neighbours  had  taken  from  tb*  Lon- 
4  don  Chronicle  in  1766.  The  author  is  a  gentleman  well  known 
4  to  every  man  of  letters  in  Europe,  and  perhaps  there  is  none,  in 
'  this  age,  to  whom  mankind  in  general  are  more  indebted. 

*  That  this  piece  may  not  be  Toft  to  our  own  country,  I  beg  you 
4  will  give  it  a  place  in  your  Repofitory :  it  was  written  in  favor 

*  of  the  farmers,  when  they  fufFered  fo  much  in  our  public  papers, 

*  and  were  alfo  plundered  by  the  mob  in  many  places. 

The  principles -on  which  this  piece  is  grounded,  are  given  more 
at  large  in  the  Political  Fragments*  art.  2.  fee  p.  49.     E.] 

1  But 
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But  the  wifdom  of  government  forbad  the  ex- 
portation *. 

Well,  fays  I,  then  we  muft  be  content  with 
the  market-price  at  home.- 

No,  fay  my  Lords  the  mob,  you  fha'n't  have 
that.  Bring  your  corn  to  market  if  you  dare  j~ 
well  fell  it  for  you,  for  lefs  money,  or  take  it 
for  nothing. 

Being  thus  attacked  by  both  ends  of  the  con- 
ftitution>  the  head  and  the  tail  of  government  >  what 
am  I  to  do  ? 

Muft  I  keep  my  corn  in  the  barn  to  feed,  and 
increafe  the  breed  of  rats  ? — be  it  fo^— they 
cannot  be  lefs  thankful,  than  thofe  I  have  been 
ufedtofeed. 

Are  we  farmers  the  only  people  to  be  grudged 
the  profits  of  our  honeft  labour?— And  why? 
One  of  the  late  fcribblers  againft  us,  gives  a 
bill  of  fare  of  the  proviiions  at  my  daughter's 
wedding,  and  proclaims  to  all  the  world,  that 
we  had  the  infolence  to  eat  beef  and  pudding  !— 
Has  he  not  read  the  precept  in  the  good  book, 
^Tbou  Jhalt  not  muzzle  the  mouth  of  the  ox  that 
treadetb  out  the  corn  •,  or  does  he  think  us  lefs 
worthy  of  good  living  than  our  oxen  ? 

O,  but  the  manufacturers !  the  manufacturers ! 
they  are  to  be  favoured,  and  they  muft  have 
bread  at  a  cheap  rate ! 

*  [It  is  not  neceflary  to  repeat  in  what  degree  Dr.  Franklin  refpedted 
the  minivers,  to  whom  he  alludes.— The  embargo  upon  corn  was 
but  a  fingle  meafure :  which,  it  is  enough  to  fay,  an  holt  of  politi- 
cians thought  well-advifed,  but  ill-defended.— Of  the  great  and 
honourable  fervices  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham  to  his  country,  Dr. 
Franklin  has  borne  the  ampleft  teitimony.     £•] 
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Hark  ye,  Mr.  Oaf; — The  farmers  live  fplen- 
didly,  you  fay.  And  pray,  would  you  have 
them  hoard  the  money  they  get?  Their  fine 
clothes  and  furniture,  do  they  make  them  them- 
felves  or  for  one  another,  and  fo  keep  the  mo- 
ney among  them?  Or,  do  they  employ  thefe 
your  darling  manufacturers,  and  fo  fcatter  it 
again  all  over  the  nation  ? 

The  wool  would  produce  me  a  better  price, 
if  it  were  fuffered  to  go  to  foreign  markets ; 
but  that,  Meffieurs  the  Public,  your  laws  will 
not  permit.  It  muft  be  kept  all  at  home,  that 
our  dear  manufacturers  may  nave  it  the  cheaper. 
And  then,  having  yourfelves  thus  leflened  our 
encouragement  for  railing  fheep,  you  curfe  us 
for  the  fcarcity  of  mutton ! 
.  I  have  heard  my  grandfather  fay,  that  the 
farmers  fubmitted  to  tne  prohibition  on  the  ex- 
portation of  wool,  being  made  to  expedt  and  be- 
lieve that  when  the  manufacturer  bought  his 
wool  cheaper,  they  fhouki  alfo  have  their  cloth 
cheaper.  But  the  deuce  a  bit.  It  has  been  grow- 
ing dearer  and  dearer  from  that  day  to  this. 
How  fo?  Why,  truly,  the  cloth  is  exported; 
and  that  keeps  up  the  price. 

Now  if  it  be  a  good  principle,  that  the  ex- 
portation of  a  commodity  is  to  be  retrained, 
that  fo  our  people  at  home  may  have  it  the 
cheaper;  ftick  to  that  principle,  and  go  tho- 
rough ftitch  with  it.  Prohibit  the  exportation  of 
your  cloth,  your  leather,  and  fhoes,  your  iron- 
ware,   and  your  manufactures   of  all  forts,   to 

I  2  make 
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make  them  all  cheaper  at  home.  And  cheap 
enough  they  will  be,  I  will  warrant  you — till 
people  leave  off  making  them. 

Some  folks  feem  to  think  they  ought  never  to 
be  eafy  till  England  becomes  another  Lubberland, 
where  it  is  fancied  the  ftreets  are  paved  with 
penny-rolls,  the  houfes  tiled  with  pancakes,  and 
chickens,  ready  roafted,  cry,  Come  eat  me. 

I  fay,  when  you  are  fure  you  have  got  a  good 
principle,  ftick  to  it,  and  carry  it  thorough.— 
I  hear  it  is  faid,  that  though  it  was  necejfary  and 

right  for  the  m y  to  advife  a  prohibition  of 

the  exportation  of  corn,  yet  it  was  contrary  to 
/aw;  and  alfo,  that  though  it  was  contrary  to 
law  for  the  mob  to  obftrudt  waggons,  yet  it  was 
necejfary  and  right.— «-Juft  the  fame  thing  to  a 
tittle.     Now  they  tell  me,  an  a£t  of  indemnity 

ought  to  pafs  in  favour  of  the  m y,  to  fecure 

them  from  the  confequences  of  having  a&ed  il- 
legally.— If  fo,  pafs  another  in  favour  of  the^ 
mob.  Others  fay,  fome  of  the  mob  ought  to 
be  hanged,  by  way  of  example.— —If  fo, — but 
I  fay  no  more  than  I  have  faid  before,  when  you 
are  Jure  that  you  have  got  a  good  principle,  go  through 
nvith  it. 

You  fay,  poor  labourers  cannot  afford  to  buy 
bread  at  a  high  price,  unlefs  they  had  higher 
wages. — Poffibly. — But  how  fhall  we  farmers 
be  able  to  afford  our  labourers  higher  wages,  if 
you  will  not  allow  us  to  get,  when  we  might 
have  it,  a  higher  price  for  our  corn  ? 

By 
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By  all  that  lean  learn,  we  fhould  at  leaft  have 
had  a  guinea  a  quarter  more,  if  the  exportation 
had  been  allowed.  And  this  money  England 
would  have  got  from  foreigners. 

But,  it  feems,  we  farmers  muft  take  fo  much 
lefs,  that  the  poor  may  have  it  fo  much  cheaper. 

This  operates  then  as  a  tax  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  poor. — A  very  good  thing,  you 
will  fay.  But  I  afk,  why  a  partial  tax  ?  Why 
».£&  laid  on  us  farmers  only  ? — If  it  be  a  good  thing, 
>^Sr  pray,  Meffieurs  the  Public,  take  your  fhare  of 
it,  by  indemnifying  us  a  little  out  of  your  pub- 
lic treafury.  In  doing  a  good  thing,  there  is 
both  honour  and  pleafure  j — you  are  welcome  to 
your  fhare  of  both. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  fo  well  fatisfied  of 
the  goodnefs  of  this  thing.     I  am  for  doing  good 
to  the  poor,  but  I  differ  in  opinion  about  the 
means.  — I  think  the  beft  way  of  doing  good  to 
the  poor,  is  not  making  them  eafy  in  poverty,  but 
leading  or  driving  them  out  of  it.     In  my  youth 
I  travelled   much,    and   I  obferved   in  different 
countries,  that  the  more  public  provifions  were 
made  for  the  poor,  the  lefs  they  provided  for 
themfelves,  and  of  courfe  became  poorer.     And, 
on  the  contrary,.,  the  lefs  was  done  for  them,  the 
more  they  did  for  themfelves,  and  became  richer. 
There  is  no  country  in  the  world  where  fo  many 
provifions  are  eftablifhed  for  them ;  fo  many  hos- 
pitals to  receive  them  when  they  are  fick  or  lame, 
founded  and  maintained  by  voluntary  charities  ; 
fo  many  alms-houfes  for  the  aged  of  both  (cxcsp 

together 
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together  with  a  folemn  general  law  made  by  the 
rich  to  fubjedt  their  eftates  to  a  heavy  tax  for  the 
fupport  of  the  poor.  Under  all  thefe  obligations, 
are  our  poor  modeft,  humble,  and  thankful  ?  and 
do  they  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  maintain 
themfelves,  and  lighten  our  fhoulders  of  this  bur- 
then ? — On  the  contrary,  I  affirm  that  there  is 
no  country  in  the  world  in  which  the  poor  are 
more  idle,  diffolute,  drunken,  and  infolent.  The 
day  you  paffed  that  adl,  you  took  away  from  be- 
fore their  eyes  the  greateft  of  all  inducements  to 
induftry,  frugality,  and  fobriety,  by  giving  them 
a  dependance  on  fomewhat  elfe  than  a  careful  ac- 
cumulation during  youth  and  health,  for  fupport 
in  age  or  ficknefs.  In  fliort,  you  offered  a  pre- 
mium for  the  encouragement  of  idlenefs,  and  you 
fhould  not  now  wonder  that  it  has  had  its  effedt 
in  the  increafe  of  poverty^  Repeal  that  law,  and 
you  will  foon  fee  a  cnange  in  their  manners, 
Saint  Monday  and  Saint  Tuefday,  will  foon  ceafe 
to  be  holidays.  Six  days/halt  tbou  labour,  though 
one  of  the  old  commandments  long  treated  as  out 
of  date,  will  again  be  looked  upon  as  a  refpe&able 
precept ;  induftry  will  increafe,  and  with  it  plenty 
among  the  lower  people  $  their  circumftances  will 
mend,  and  more  will  be  done  for  their  happinefs 
by  inuring  them  to  provide  for  themfelves,  than 
could  be  done  by  dividing  all  your  eftates  among 
them. 

Excufc  me,  Meffieurs  the  Public,  if  upon  tfyis 
interefting  fubjeft,  I  put  you  to  the  trouble  of 
reading  a  little  of  my  nonfcnfe  j  I  am  fure  I  have 

lately 
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lately  read  a  great  deal  of yours;  and  therefore 
from  you  (at  leaft  from  thofe  of  you  who  are 
writers)  I  deferve  a  little  indulgence. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

A  RAT  OR*. 

[•  The  late  Mr.  Owen  Ruffhead  being  fome  time  ago  employed 
in  preparing  a  Digeft  of  our  Poor  laws,  communicated  a  copy  of 
it  to  Dr.  Franklin  for  his  advice.  Dr.  Franklin  recommended  that 
provifion  fhould  be  made  therein,  for  the  printing  on  a  iheet  of 
paper  and  difperfing,  in  each  parifh  in  the  kingdom,  annual  accounts 
of  every  diiburfement  and  receipt  of  its  officers.  It  is  obvious  to 
remark  how  greatly  this  muft  tend  to  check  both  the  officers  and 
the  poor,  and  to  inform  and  intereft  the  parifliioners  with  refpect 
to  parifh  concerns.— Some  of  the  American  colonies  actually  pra&ife 
this  meafore  with  a  fuccefs  which  might  juftify  its  adoption  here. 

Later  improvements  however  in  our  Englijb  poor  laws,  have 
not  only  been  meditated,  but  attempted. — In  particular,  in  1773, 
an  ad  of  parliament  was  propofed,  in  order  to  invite  the  poor  to 
fct  apart  money  for  the  purchafe  of  annuities,  in  all  parifhes  and 
townmips  managing  the  poorVrate,  that  could  admit  of,  and  would 
formally  confent  to  the  regulation.  Some  of  the  particulars  of  this 
fcheme  were  as  follows.  The  annuities,  which  to  accommodate 
the  poor  were  payable  quarterly,  were  in  no  cafe  to  exceed  20/.  and 
no  principal  purchafe  money  was  to  be  received  oflefs  amount  than 
j  /•  at  a  time ;  the  parties  might  choofe  any  age  for  the  purchafe 
between  15  and  75,  but  they  could  not  receive  the  annuity  before 
50  if  men,  and  35  if  women,  the  annuity  in  the  mean  time  in- 
creafing  in  proportion  as  they  had  waited ;  the  annuities  alio  could 
not  knowingly  be  granted  to  any  but  thofe  entitled  to  legal  parifh: 
fcttlements,  nor  for  any  other  lives  than  thofe  of  the  grantees ;  though 
they  were  faleable,  provided  the  firft  refufal  of  them  was  offered  to  • 
the  grantors*  The  proper  .officers  of  the  parifh  or  town  (hip  (who 
were  conftituted  the  grantors,)  in  order  to  effect  theft  purpofes,, 
were  to  be  ereltedinto  a  corporation  with  a  feal ;  the  grants  (which, 
were  framed  according  to  a  prefcribed  and  cheap  form,  and  pro- 
tected from  frauds)  were  to  be  in  ieveral  ways  authenticated  and  pre- 
ferred ;  the  annuities  were  to  be  taken  up  in  fome  parliamentary 
fund,  after  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  intereft,  negociable  at  the  bank 
of  England ;  and  the  accounts  after  being  properly  kept  and  figned, 

were 
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Sir, 

/TpHERE  are  many  people  that  would  be 
■*  thought,  and  even  think  themfelves,  honejh 
men,  who  fail  neverthelefs  in  particular  points 
ofhoneflyj  deviating  from  that  chara&er  fome- 
times  by  the  prevalence  of  mode  or  cuftom,  and. 
fometimes   through  mere   inattention;    fo   that 

their 

#  [This  letter  is  extracted  from  the  London  Chronicle  for  No- 
vember 24,  17679  and  is  addrefled  to  the  printer  of  that  news- 
paper,    E.] 

were  to  be  annually  audited  and  recorded  with  the  juflices  at  the 
quarter-feffions.  The  relief  to  the  poor  in  cafe  of  delay  of  payment 
was  fummary  and  almoft  in  (tan  t ;  but  in  return,  the  corporation 
might  receive  gifts  and  legacies,  and  have  thej>enefit  of  all  neglected 
annuities,  to  the  eaiing  of  the  pporVrate  ;  befides  other  advantages 
given  them  by  the  calculations,  particularly  that  arifing  from  a  low 
itendard  of  intereft,  which  neceflarily  rendered  the  terms  of  the  annuity 
in  proportion  dearer  to  the  poor.  —It  was  thought  that  domeftk 
ufe  and  ceconomy  were  concerned,  in  thus  refcumg  fomewhat  from 
profligacy  and  unhealthy  debauchery,  in  applying  the  furplus  of 
health  and  of  ftrength  to  the  relief  01  the  penury  and  infirmities  of 
age,  and  in  promoting  good  habits ;  yet  without  depriving  the 
ftate  on  the  whole  of  effectual  labour,  or  leaving  it  incumbered  with 
the  charge  of  individuals,  who  might  affift  themfelves. — But  this 
fcheme,  which  was  propofed  by  Baron  Maferes,  regulated  and  fu- 
perin tended  as  to  the  calculations  by  Dr.  Price,  and  fupported  by 
Sir  George  Savile  and  Mr.  Dowdefwell,  only  parted  the  commons  : 
It  was  rejected  by  the  lords ;  chiefly  becaufe  the  landed  intereft 
there  was  alarmed  at  the  poor's  rate  being  made  the  fecurity  for 
the  annuities,  in  cafe  of  deficiency  in  the  funds. 

However  the  burthen  of  the  poor's-rate  was  ftilJ  felt  too  confidera* 
ble  not  to  demand  enquiry ;  and  an  ad  foon  parted,  calling  for  a 
general  abflradt  of  the  returns  made  by  the  overieers  of  the  poor.  It 
appeared  in  conference,  that  there  were 

Totals 
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their  bonejiy  is  partial  only,  and  not  general or  uni- 
versal. Thus  one  who  would  fcorn  to  over-reach 
you  in  a  bargain,  £haJl  make  no  fcruple  of  tricking 
you  a  little  now  and  then  at  cards ;  another  that 
plays  with  the  utmoft  fairnefs,  (hall  with  great 
freedom  cheat  you  in  the  fale  of  a  horfe.  But  there 
is  no  kind  of  difhonefty,  into  which  otherwife 
good  people  more  eafily  and  frequently  fall,  than 
that  of  defrauding  government  of  its  revenues  by 
fmuggling  when  they  have  an  opportunity,  or 
encouraging  fraugglers  by  buying  their  goods. 

Totals  raifed  by  the 

poor's-rate,  fiom  Eafter  Of  which  there  was  expended 
l77S»  to  Eafter  17769  on  the  poor  alone, 

In  England       £    1,679,585  £    1,523*164 

And  in  Wales  40,732  33,641 

1,720*317  1,556,80c 

The  remainder  of  the  fum  railed  was  applied  to  county  uies,  ex- 
cept about  26,000/.  which  feems  not  to  have  been  brought  into  the 
year's  account.  Nearly  one  twentieth  of  the  enormous  (urn  expend- 
ed on  the  poor,  was  for  the  fingle  ankle  of  rent,  fcc.  and  the  liti- 
gations concerning  fettlements  and  the  removal  of  paupers  made 
another  article  of  nearly  half  the  fame  amount.— In  Daviuant  we 
find  an  estimate  of  the  poorVrate,  made  towards  the  latter  end  of 
Charles  the  (econd's  reign,  by  a  reafonable  medium,  as  he  ftatos* 
of  feveral  years: 

The  grofs  fums  are,      For  England        £  631,609 
And  for  Wales  33,753 

665,363 
So  that  while  the  poorVrate  of  Wales  has  remained  in  a  manner 
ftationary  for  this  period,  that  of  England  does  not  fall  much  flioit 
of  being  trebled. 

Since  the  year  1776,  no  farther  public  meafures  feem  to  have 
been  taken  reipedting  the  regulation  of  the  poor. 

(See  on  the  above  fubje&s,  The  propofed  aft  of  parliament,  with 
die  annexed  tables  and  inftru&ions,  printed  for  Eyre  and  Strahan? 
alio  the  Abftraft  of  the  returns  of  the  poorVrate,  printed  for  ditto; 
Dr.  Price  on  payments,  3d  edit.  p.  1 15 ;  andWhitworth's  Davenant, 
Vol.1,  p.  39.)   E.] 
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I  fell  into  thefe  reflections*  the  other  day,  on 
hearing  two  gentlemen  of  reputation  difcourfing 
about  a  fmall  eftate,  which  one  of  them  was  in- 
clined to  fell,  and  the  other  to  buy ;  when  the 
feller,  in  recommending  the  place,  remarked, 
that  its  fituation  was  very  advantageous  on  this 
account,  that  being  on  the  fea-coaft  in  a  fmug* 
gling  country,  one  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  buying  many  of  the  expenfive  articles  ufed  in 
a  family,  (fuch  as  tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  brandy, 
wines,  cambricks,  Bruflels  laces,  French  filks> 
and  all  kinds  of  India  goods,)  20,  3a,  and  in 
fome  articles  50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  they 
could  be  had  in  the  more  interior  parts,  of 
traders  that  paid  duty. — The  other  boneft  gentle- 
men allowed  this  to  be  an  advantage,  but  in- 
lifted  that  the  feller,  in  the  advanced  price  he 
demanded  on  that  account,  rated  the.  advantage 
much  above  its  value.  And  neither  of  them 
feemed  to  think  dealing  with  fmugglers,  a  prac- 
tice that  an  bonefi  man  (provided  he  got  his 
goods  cheap)  had  the  leaft  reafon  to  be  afhamed 
of. 

At  a  time  when  the  load  of  our  public  debt* 
and  the  heavy  expencc  of  maintaining  our  fleets 
and  armies  to  be  ready  for  our  defence  on  occa- 
sion, makes  it  neceflary  not  only  to  continue 
old  taxes,  but  often  to  look  out  for  new  ones  * 
perhaps  it  may  not  be  unufefulto  {late  this  mat- 
ter in  a  light  that  few  feem  to  have  confidered 
it  in. 

The 
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The  people  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  happy 
inftitution  of  this  country,  have  a  privilege  few 
other  countries  enjoy,  that  of  choofing  the  third 
branch  of  the  legiflature;  which  branch  has 
alone  the  power  of  regulating  their  taxes,  n  Now 
whenever  the  government  .finds  it  neceffary  for 
the  common  benefit,  advantage,  and  fafety  of 
the  nation,  for  the  fecurity  of  our  liberties,  pro- 
perty, religion,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  to 
us ;  that  certain  fums  (hall  be  yearly  raifed  by 
taxes,  duties,  &c.  and  paid  into  the  public 
treafury,  thence  to  be  difpenfed  by  government 
for  thofe  purpofes  ;  ought  not  every  honefi  man 
freely  and  willingly  to  pay  his  juft  proportion 
of  this  neceflary  expence  ?  Can  he  poffibly  pre- 
ierve  a  right  to, that  chara&er,  if  by  any  fraud, 
ftratagem,  or  contrivance,  he  avoids  that  pay- 
ment in  whole  or  in  part  ? 

What  fhould  we  think  of  a  companion,  who 
having  fupped  with  his  friends  at  a  tavern,  and 
partaken  equally  of  the  joys  of  the  evening  with 
the  reft  of  us,  would  neverthelefs  xontrive  by 
fome  artifice  to  fhift  his  ihare  of  the  reckoning 
upon  others,  in  order  .to  go  off  fcot-free  ?  1/  a 
man  who  pratfifed  this,  would,  when  detected, 
be  deemed  and  called*  a  fcoundrel;  what  ought 
he  to  be  called,  who  caft  enjoy  all  the  ineftimable 
benefits  of  public  Tociety,  and  yet  by  Smuggling, 
or  dealing  with  fmugglers,  contrive  to  evade- 
paying  his  juft  {hare  of  the  expence,  as  fettled 
by  his  own  reprefentatives  in  parliament;  and: 
wrongfully  throw  it  upon  his  honefter  and  per- 
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haps  much  poorer  neighbours  ?  He  will  perhaps 
be  ready  to  tell  me,  that  he  does  not  wrong  his 
neighbours ;  he  fcorns  the  imputation ;  he  only 
cheats  the  King  a  little,  who  is  very  able  to  bear 
it.  This  however  is  a  miftake.  The  public 
treafure  is  the  treafure  of  the  nation,  to  be  applied' 
tp  national  purpofes.  And  when  a  duty  is  laid 
for  a  particular  public  and  neceffary  purpofe, 
if  through  fmqgglin?  that  duty  falls  fhort  of 
railing  the  fum  required,  and  other  duties  muft 
therefore  be  laid  to  make  up  the  deficiency;  all 
the  additional  fum  laid  by  the  new  duties  and 
paid  by  other  people,  though  it  fhould  amount 
to  no  more  than  a  halfpenny  or  a  farthing  per 
head,  is  fo  much  adfcuatly  picked  out  of  the 
packets  of  thofe  other  people  by  the  fmugglers 
and  their  abettors  and  encouragers.  Are  they* 
then  any  better  or  other  than  pickpockets  ?  and 
what  mean,  low,  rafcally  pickpockets  muft  thofe 
be*  that  can  pick  pockets  for  halfpence  and  for 
farthings  ? 

I  would  not  however  be  fuppofed  to  allow  in 
what  I  have  juft  Aid,  that  cheating  the  King  is 
a  lefs  offence  againft  honefty,  than  cheating  the 
public.  The  King  and  the  public  in  this  cafe 
are  different  names  for  the  fame  thing;  but  if 
we  confidcr  the  King  diftindtly  it  will  not  leffen 
the  crime :  it  is  no  justification  of  a  robbery,  that 
the  perfon  robbed  was  rich  and  able  to  bear  it. 
The  King  has  as  much  right  to  juflice  as  the 
meaneft  of  his  fubjeds j  and  as  he  is  truly  the 
common  father  of   his  people,   thofe  that  rob 

him 
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him  fall  under  the  fcripture  woe,  pronounced 
againft  the  fon  that  robbetb  his  father,  and  faith 
it  is  no  Jin. 

Mean  as  this  pradtice  is,  do  we  not  daily  fee 
people  of  character  and  fortune  engaged  in  it  for 
trifling  advantages  to  themfelves  ? — Is  any  lady 
afhamed  to  requeft  of  a  gentleman  of  her  ac- 
quaintance, that  when  he  returns  from  abroad, 
he  would  fmuggle  her  home  a  piece  of  filk  or 
lace  from  France  or  Flanders  ?  Is  any  gentleman 
afhamed  to  undertake  and  execute  the  commif- 
fion  ? — Not  in  the  leaft.  They  will  talk  of  it 
freely,  even  before  others  whofe  pockets  they  are 
thus  contriving  to  pick  by  this  piece  of  knavery. 

Among  other  branches  of  the  revenue,    that 
of  the  Port -Office  is,    by  a  late  law,  appropri- 
ated to  the  difcharge  of  our  public  debt,  to  de- 
fray the  expences  of  the  ftate.     None  but  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  and  a  few  public  officers  have 
now  a  right  to  avoid,    by  a  frank,  the  payment 
of  portage.  When  any  letter  not  written  by  them 
or  on  their  bufinefs,  is  franked  by  any  of  them, 
it  is  a  hurt  to  the  revenue  $  %n  injury  which  they 
muft  now  take  the  pains  to  conceal  by  writing 
the  whole  fuperfcription  themfelves.     And  yet 
fuch  is  our  infenfibility  to  juftice  in  this  particu- 
lar, that  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  fee, 
even  in  a  reputable  company,  a  very  boneji  gen- 
tleman or  lady  declare,  his  or  her  intention  to 
cheat  the  nation  of  three-pence  by  a  frank ;  and 
without  blufhing  apply  to  one  of  the  very  legif- 
lators   themfelves,    with  a  modeft  requeft  that 

he: 
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he  would  be  plcafed  to  become  an  accomplice 
in  the  crime,  and  aflift  in  the  perpetration. 

There  are  jhofe  who  by  thefe  pradtices  take 
a  great  deal  in  ^  year  out  of  the  public  purfe,  and 
put  the  money  into  their  own  private  pockets. 
If  paffing  through  a  room  where  public  trea- 
sure is  depofited,  a  man  takes  the  opportunity, 
of  clandeftinely  pocketing  and  carrying  off  a 
guinea,  is  he  not  truly  and  properly  a  thief? 
And  if  another  evades  paying  into  the  treafury 
a  guinea  he  ought  to  pay  in,  and  applies  it  to  his 
own  ufe,  when  he  knows  it  belongs  to  the  pub- 
lic as  much  as  that  which  has  been  paid  in; 
what  difference  is  there  in  the  nature  of  the 
crime,  or  the  bafenefs  of  committing  it  ? 

Some  laws  make  the  receiving  of  ftolen  goods 
equally  penal  with  ftealing,  and  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, that  if  there  were  no  receivers  there  would 
be  few  thieves.  Our  proverb  too,  fays  truly, 
that  the  receiver  is  as  bad  as  the  thief.  By  the 
fame  reafoning,  as  there  would  be  few  fmug- 
glers, if  there  were  none  who  knowingly  en- 
couraged them  by  buying  their  goods,  we  may 
fay  that  the  encouragers  of  fmuggling  arc  as 
bad  as  the  fmugglers  ;  and  that  as  fmugglers  are 
a  kind  of  thieves,  both  equally  deferve  the  pu- 
nifhments  of  thievery. 

In  this  view  of  wronging  the  revenue,  what 
muft  we  think  of  thofe  who  can  evade  paying 
for  their  wheels  and  their  plate,  in  defiance  of 
law  and  juftice,  and  yet  declaim  againft  corrup- 
tion and  peculation,   as  if  their  own  hands  and 

hearts 
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hearts  were  pure  and  unfullied  ?  The  Americans 
offend  us  grievoufly,  when,  contrary  to  our  laws, 
they  fmuggle  goods  into  their  own  country: 
and  yet  they  had  no  hand  in  making  thofe  laws. 
I  do  not  however  pretend  from  thence  to  juftify 
them.  But  I  think  the  offence  much  greater 
in  thofe  who  either  dire&ly  or  indiredtly  have 
been  concerned  in  making  the  very  laws  they 
break.  And  when  I  hear  them  exclaiming 
againft  the  Americans,  and  for  every  little  infringe- 
ment of  the  adts  of  trade,  or  obftru&ion  given 
by  a  petty  mob  to  an  officer  of  our  cuftoms  in 
that  country,  calling  for  vengeance  againft  the 
whole  people  as  R  e  b  e  l  s  and  Traitors ;  I  cannot 
help  thinking  there  are  ftill  thofe  in  the  world 
who  cm  fee  a  mote  in  their  brother  s  eye,  while 
they' do  not  difcern  a  beam  in  their  own*,  and  that  the 
old  faying  is  as  true  now  as  ever  it  was,  one  man  may 
better  Jieal  a  hor/e,  than  another  lo$k  over  the  hedge. 


F.B. 
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^Parable  againji  Perfecution  9  in  Imitation  of 
Scripture  Language  *. 

AND  it  came  to  pafs  after  thefe  things,  that 
Abraham  fat  in  the  door  of  his  tent,  about 
the  going  down  of  the  fun.  And  behold  a  man 
bent  with  age,  coming  from  the  way  of  the  wil- 
dernefs  leaning  on  a  ftaff.  And  Abraham  arofe, 
and  met  him,  and  faid  unto  him,  Turn  in,  I  pray 
thee,  and  wafh  thy  feet,  and  tarry  all  nights 
and  thou  (halt  arife  early  in  the  morning,  and 
go  on  thy  way.  And  the  man  faid,  Nay;  for  I 
will  abide  under  this  tree.  But  Abraham  preffed 
him  greatly :  fo  he  turned  and  they  went  into 
the  tent :  and  Abraham  baked  unleaven  bread, 
and  they  did  eat.     And  when  Abraham  faw  that 

•  [I  have  taken  this  piece  from  the  Sketches  of  the  Hiftery  ofMrn* 
written  by  Lord  Kaims,  and  £ball  preface  it  with  hisLordfhip's  own 
words.    See  Vol.  II.  p.  472,  473. 

'  The   following  Parable  againji  Perficution  was  communicated 

•  to  me  by  Dr.  Franklin  of  Philadelphia,  a  man  who  makes  a  great 

•  figure  in  the  learned  world :  and  who  would  (till  make  a  greater 

•  figure  for  benevolence  and  candour,  were  virtue  as  much  regarded 

•  in  this  declining  age  as  knowledge. 

******* 

•  The  hiftorical  ftyle  of  the  OldTefianunt  is  here  finely  imitated ; 

•  arid  the  moral  muft  flrike  every  one  who  is  not  funk  in  ftupidity 

•  and  fuperfUtion.  Were  it  really  a  chapter  of  Genefis,  one  is  apt 
"•  to  think*  that  perfecution  could  never  have  mown  a  bare  face 
4  among  Jews  or  Chriftians.     But  alas !    that  is  a  vain  thought* 

•  Such  a  paflage  in  the  Old  Tefiament,  would  avail  as  little  agaihft 

•  the  rancorous  paffions  of  men,  as  the  following  paflagcs  in  the 
'  Nrw  Teflamtnt,   though  perfecution   cannot  be    condemned  in 

•  terms  more  explicit.  "  Him  that  is  weak  in  the  faith,  receive 
"  you,  but  not  to  doubtful  difpuutions.    For,  &c,"    E.] 

the 
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the  man  blefled  not  God,  he  faid  unto  him, 
Wherefore  doft  thou  not  worfhip  the  moft  high 
God,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  And  the 
man  anfwered  and  faid,  I  do  not  worfhip  thy 
God,  neither  do  I  call  upon  his  name;  for  I 
have  made  to  myfelf  a  god,  which  abideth  al- 
ways in  my  houfe,  and  provideth  me  with  all 
things.  And  Abraham's  zeal  was  kindled  againft 
the  man,  and  he  arofe,  and  fell  upon  him,  and 
drove  him  forth  with  blows  into  the  wildernefs. 
And  God  called  unto  Abraham,  faying,  Abra- 
ham, where  is  the  ftranger?  And  Abraham 
anfwered  and  faid,  Lord,  he  would  not  worfhip 
thee,  neither  would  he  call  upon  thy  name; 
therefore  have  I  driven  him  out  from  before  my 
face  into  the  wildernefs.  And  God  faid,  have 
I  borne  with  him  thefe  hundred  and  ninety  and 
eight  years,  and  nourifhed  him,  and  clothed 
him,  notwithftanding  his  rebellion  againft  me ; 
and  couldft  not  thou,  who  art  thyfelf  a  finner, 
bear  with  him  one  night  *  ? 

•  [Dr.  Franklin,  as  I  have  been  told,  has  often  impofed  this  pa- 
rable upon  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  as  a  part  of  a  chapter  of 
Gtnifis.    E.] 


A  LETTER 
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^Letter  concerning Perfecut ion  informer  Ag&i 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Clergy^  American 
Bi/hops,  and  the  State  of  Toleration  in  Old 
England  and  New  England  compared*. 

Sir, 

IUnderftand  from  the  public  papers,  that  in 
the  debates  on  the  bill  for  relieving  the  Dif- 
fenters  in  the  point  of  fubfeription  to  the  church 
articles,  fundry  refle&ions  were  thrown  out  a- 
gainft  the  people;  importing,  that  they  them- 
felves  are  of  a  perfecuting  intolerant  fpirit,  for 
that  when  they  had  the  Superiority,  they  perfe- 
cted the  church ;  and  ftill  pcrfecute  it  in  Ame- 
rica9  where  they  compel  its  members  to  pay  taxes 
for  maintaining  the  Prefbyterian  or  Independent 
worfhip,  and  at  the  fame  time  refufe  them  a  to- 
leration in  the  full  exercife  of  their  religion,  by 
the  adminift rations  of  a  bifhop. 

If  we  look  back  into  hiftory  for  the  charadter 
of  the  prefent  felts  in  Chriflianity,  we  {hall  find 
few  that  have  not,  in  their  turns,  been  perfe- 
cutors  and  complainers  of  perfecution.  The  pri- 
mitive Chriftians  thought  perfection  extremely 
wrong   in  the  Pagans,  but  pradtifed   it  on   one 

#  {The  above  letter  firft  appeared  in  one  of  the  public  papers 
on  June  3,  1772,'  and  feems  to  have  been  addrefled  to  the  printer. 
The  fpirited  writer  of  the  Two  letters  to  the  prelates  republifhed  it 
in  an  appendix  to  £%t  pamphlet,  without,  however,  naming  Dr. 
Franklin  as  tttp  author*  but  expreffing  it  to  be  the  production  *  of 
'  *  a  gentleman  highly  rdpe&ed  in  the  literary  world.'    £.] 

another. 


\ 
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another.  The  firfl:  Proteftants  of  the  church  of 
England  blamed  persecution  in  the  Romifo  church, 
but  pradtifed  it  againft  the  Puritans :  thefe  found 
it  wrong  in  the  bifhops,  but  fell  into  the  fame 
pradtice  both  here  and  in  New  England. — To  ac- 
count for  this,  we  fhould  remember,  that  the 
dodtrine  of  toleration  was  not  then  known,  or 
had  not  prevailed  in  the  world.  Perfecution  was 
therefore  not  fo  much  the  fault  of  the  fedt  as  of 
the  times.  It  was  not  in  thofe  days  deemed 
wrong  in  itfelf.  The  general  opinion  was  only, 
that  thofe  who  are  in  error  ought  not  to  perfecute 
the  truth :  but  the  poffejfors  of  truth  were  in  the 
right  to  perfecute  error,  in  order  to  deftroy  it. 
Thus  every  fedt  believing  itfelf  poflefled  of  all 
truth,  and  that  every  tenet  differing  from  theirs 
was  error,  conceived  that  when  the  power  was 
in  their  hands,  perfecution  was  a  duty  required 
of  them  by  that  God  whom  they  fuppofed  to  be 
offended  with  herefy. — By  degrees,  more  mode- 
rate and  more  modejl  fentiments  have  taken  place 
in  the  Chriftian  world;  and  among  Proteftants 
particularly,  all  difclaim  perfecution,  none  vin- 
dicate it,  and  few  pradtife  it. — We  fhould  jhen 
f  eafe  to  reproach  each  other  with  what  was  done 
by  our  anceftors,  but  judge  of  the  prefent  cha- 
radter  of  fedts  or  churches  by  their  prefent  con- 
duct only  *. 

Now 

*  [*  Toleration  in  religion,  though  obvious  to  common  undcr- 

*  ftanding,  was  not  however  the  production  of  reafon,  but  of  com- 

*  merce.     The  advantage  of  toleration  for  promoting  commerce, 

L    2  ■  «  «    WM 
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Now  to  determine  on  the  juftice  of  this  charge 
^gainft  the  prefent  Diffenters,  particularly  thofe 
\n  America,  let  us  confider  the  following  fa&s. 
They  went  from  England  to  eftabliih  a  new  coun- 
try for  themfelves,  at  their  own  expence,  where 
they  might  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  religion  ia 
tfacix  Qwn  w?y.  When  they  had  purchased  the 
territory  pf  the.  natives,  they  granted  the  landa 
$ut;  in  townships ;  requiring  for  it  neither  pur- 
^fe-money  nor  quit-rent,  but  this  condition 
oply  to  he  complied  with ;  that  the  freeholders 
ihould  fupport  a  gofpej-minifter  (meaning  pro- 
fobly  one  of  the  then  governing  fe&s)  and  a 
free-fcfcool,  within  the  town  (hip.  Thus,  what 
i$  copimonly  called  Prefbyterianifm  became  the 
qjlobUfoed  religion  of  that  country.  AU  went  on 
we^l  in  this  way,  while  the  fame  religious  opi- 
nions were  general ;  the  fupport  of  minifter  and 
fphool  being  raifed  by  a  proportionate  tax  on  the 
lands*  But,  in  procefs  of  time,  fome  becoming 
Quakers*,  fome  Baptifls,  and  of  late  years,  fome 

returning 

4  was  difcovered  long  before  by  the  Portuguefe.    They  were  too 

*  zealous  Catholics  to  venture  fo  bold  a  meafure  in  Portugal '; 
4  but  it  was  permitted  in  Goaf  and  the  inquifition  in  that  town 

*  was  confined  to  Roman  Catholics.'  Lord  Katmis  Sketches  of  the 
Uifiory  of  Many  Vol.  II.  p.  474.     E.] 

•  [«  No  perfon  appeared  in  New  England  who  profeffed   the 

*  opinion  of  the  Quakers,  until  1656;  *[*•  c«  about  36  years 
4  after  the  firft  fettling  of  the  colony] ;  when  Mary  Ftjber  and 
'  Ann  Auftin  came  from  Barbadoes ;   and  foon  after,  nine  others 

*  arrived  in  the  fhip  Speedwell  from  London.*  They  were  fuc- 
cefsfui  in  their  preaching ;  and  the  provincial  government,  wifh- 
ing  to  keep  the  colony  free  from  diem,  attempted  to  fend  away 
fuch  as  they  difcovered,  and  prevent  the  arrival  of  others.  Secu- 
rities, 
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returning  to  the  church  of  England  (through  the 
laudable  endeavours  and  a  proper  application  *  of 
their  funds  by  the  fociety  for  propagating  the 
gofpel),  objections  were  made  to  the  payment  of 
a  tax  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  a  church  they 
difapproved  and  had  forfaken.  The  civil  ma- 
gistrates, however,  continued  for  a  time  to  col- 
led and  apply  the  tax  according  to  the  original 
laws  which  remained  in  force ;  and  they  did  it 
the  more  freely,  as  thinking  it  juft  and  equitable 
that  the  holders  of  lands  fhould  pay  what  was 
contracted  to  be  paid  when  they  were  granted,  as 
the  only  consideration  for  the  grant;  and  what  had 
been  confidcred  by  all  fubfequent  purchafers  as  a 
perpetual  incumbrance  on  the  eftate,  bought  there- 
fore at  a  proportionably  cheaper  rate ;  a  payment 
which,  it  was  thought,  no  honeft  man  ought  to 
avoid,  under  pretence  of  his  having  changed  his 
religious  periuafion :  And  this,  Ifuppofe,  is  one 
of  the  beft  grounds  of  demanding  tythes  of  dif- 
fentera  now  in  England.  But  the  practice  being 
clamoured  againit  by  the  epifcopalians  as  perfe- 
ction, the  legislature  of  the  province  of  Majfa- 
chufets  Bay,  near  thirty  years  Since,  pafled  an  a& 

rides,  fines,  banifhment,  imprifonment,  and  corporal  punifh- 
ments  were  inftituted  for  this  purpofe ;  but  with  10  little  effiaft, 
that  at  laft  '  a  law  was  made  for  punching  with  death,  all  Aich 
*  as  fhould  rtturn  into  the  jurifdi&ion  after  bamjbment.  A  few 
'  were  hanged !'  (See  the   hiilory  of  the  Britijb  dominions,  4to, 

1773*  jMl8»  12°)  ^0 

•  [They  were  to  fpread  the  gofpel,  and  maintain  a  learned  and 
orthodox  clergy,  where  minifters  were  wanted  or  ill-provided; 
adminiftering  God's  word  and  facraments,  and  preventing  atheifm, 
infidelity,  popery,  and  idolatry,    E.] 

for 
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for  their  relief,  requiring,  indeed,  the  tax  to  be 
paid  as  ufual ;  but  directing  that  the  feveral  funis 
levied  from  members  of  the  church  of  England, 
fhould  be  paid  over  to  the  minifter  of  that  church 
with  whom  fuch  members  ufually  attended  divine 
worfhip  -,  which  minifter  had  power  given  him  to 
receive,  and,  on  occafion,  to  recover  the  fame  by 
law. 

It  feems  that  legiflature  confidered.  the  end  of  « 
the  tax  was,  to  fecure  and  improve  the  morals  of 
the  people,  and  promote  their  happinefs  by  fup-    . 
porting  among  them  the  public  worfhip  of  Godv^ 
and  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel ;  that  where  par- 
ticular people  fancied  a  particular   mode,    that 
mode  might  probably,  therefore,  be  of  moft  ufe 
to  thofe  people ;  and  that  if  the  good  was  done,    ■ 
it  was  not  fo  material  in  what  mode  or  by  whom 
-it  was  done.     The  confideration  that  their  bre- 
thren, the  Diffenters  in  England,  were  ftill  com- 
pelled to  pay  tythes  to  the  clergy  of  the  church, 
had  not  weight  enough  with' the  legiflature  to 
prevent  this  moderate  a£t,  which  ftill  continues 
in  full  force ;  and  I  hope  no  uncharitable  condudt 
of  the  church  toward  the  Diffenters  will  ever  pro- 
voke them  to  repeal  it.  —  —  — 

With  regard  to  a  Bi/bop,  I  know  not  upon  what 
ground  the  Diffenters,  either  here  or  in  America, 
are  charged  with  refufing  the  benefit  of  fuch  an 
officer  to  the  church  in  that  country.  Here  they 
feem  to  have  naturally  no  concern  in  the  affair. 
There  they  have  no  power  to  prevent  it,  if  go- 
vernment fhould  think  fit  to  fend  one.     They 


w 


ould 


[G. P.]        particularly  /^America,  79 

would  probably  dijlike,  indeed,  to  fee  an  order  of 
men  eftablifhed  among  them,  from  whofe  perfe- 
ctions th^jy:  fathers -fled  into  that  wildernefs,  and 
whofe  future  domination  they  might  poflibly  fear, 
not  knowing* that  their,  natures  are  changed.  — But 
the  non-appointment  of  bilhops  for  America  feems 
to  arife  from  another  quarter.  The  fame  wifdom 
of  government,  probably,  that  prevents  the  fitting 
of  convocations,  and  forbids,  by  noli  prof equis> 
the  perfecution  of  Diflenters  for  non-fubfcription ; 
avoids  eftablifhing  bifhops  where  the  minds  of 
people  are  not  yet  prepared  to  receive  them  cor- 
dially, left  the  public  peace  fhould  be  endan- 
gered. 

And  now  let  us  fee  how  this  perfecution- account 
ftands  between  the  parties. 

In  New  England^  where  the  legiflative  bodies 

.  are  almoft  to  a  man  Diflenters  from  the  church  of 

.England: 

1 .  There  is  no  teft  to  prevent  churchmen  hold- 
ing offices. 

2.  The  fons  of  churchmen  have  the  full  benefit 
of  the  univerfities. 

3.  The  taxes  for  fupport  of  public  worfhip, 
when  paid  by  churchmen,  are  given  to  the  epif- 
copal  minifter. 

In  Old  England: 

1.  Diflenters  are  excluded  from  all  offices  of 
profit  and  honour. 

2.  The  benefits  of  education  in  the  univerfities 
are  appropriated  to  the  fops  of  churchqgen. 

'    3-  The 
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3 .  The  clergy  of  the  Diflentcrs  receive  none  of 
the  tythes  paid  by  their  people,  who  muft  be  at 
the  additional  charge  of  maintaining  their  own 
feparate  worfhip. — 

But  it  is  faid,  that  thej}iffenters  of  America 
oppofe  the  introdu&ion  of  a  bifhop. 

In  faft,  it  is  not  alone  the  Diflenters  there 
that  give  the  oppofition  (if  not  encouraging  muft 
be  termed  oppojing)  but  the  laity  in-  general 
diflikc  the  projedt,  and  fome  even  of  the  clergy. 
The  inhabitants  of  Virginia  are  almoft  all  epis- 
copalians, thq  church  is  fully  eftablifhed  there, 
and  the  council  and  general  aflembly  are,  per- 
haps to  a  man,  its  members  :  yet,  when  lately  at 
a  meeting  of  the  clergy,  a  refolution  was  taken 
to  apply  for  a  bifhop,  againft  which  feveral, 
however,  protefted ;  the  aflembly  of  the  pro- 
vince, at  the  next  meeting,  exprefled  their  dis- 
approbation of  the  thing  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
ner, by  unanimously  ordering  the  thanks  of  the 
houfe  to  the  protefters ;  for  many  of  the  Ame- 
rican laity  of  the  church  think  it  fome  advan- 
tage— whether  their  own  young  men  come  to 
England  for  ordination,  and  improve  themfelves 
at  the  fame  time  by  converfation  with  the  learned 
here, — or  the  congregations  are  fupplied  by 
Englijhmen  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  educa- 
tion in  Englifh  univerfities,  and  are  ordained  be- 
fore they  came  abroad.  They  do  not,  therefore, 
fee  the  neceflity  of  a  bifhop  merely  for  ordina- 
tion ;  and  confirmation  is  among  them  deemed  a 
ceremony  of  no  very   great  importance,    fince 

few 
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few  feek  it  in  England,  where  bifliops  are  in 
plenty. — Thefe  fentiments  prevail  with  many 
churchmen  there,  not  to  promote  a  defign  whicn 
they  think  muft  fooner  or  later  faddle  them  with 
great  expfences  to  fupport  it. — As  to  the  Diflenters, 
their  minds  might  probably  be  more  conciliated 
to  the  meafure  if  the  bifhops  here  (hould,  in  their 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  think  fit  to  fet  their 
facred  chara&er  in  a  more  friendly  light)  by 
dropping  their  oppofition  to  the  Diflenters  ap- 
plication for  relief  in  fubfcription ;  and  declaring 
their  willingnefs  that  Diflenters  fhould  be  ca- 
pable of  offices,  enjoy  the  benefit  of  education 
in  the  univerfities,  and  the  privilege  of  appro- 
priating their  tythes  to  the  fupport  of  their  own 
clergy.  In  all  thefe  points  of  toleration,  they  ap- 
pear far  behind  the  prefent  Diflenters  of  New 
England,  and  it  may  feem  to  fome  a  ilep  below 
the  dignity  of  bifhops,  to  follow  the  example  of 
fuch  inferiors.  I  do  not,  however,  defpair  of 
their  doing  it  fome  time  or  other,  fince  nothing 
of  the  kind  is  too  hard  for  true  Cbrijiian  hu- 
mility* 

lam,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

A  New-England-Man  -f. 


t  [Dr.  Franklin  was  bora  at  Bojhn  in  New  England,  and  aot 
MPMasVttia.    E.] 
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ALBANY   PAPERS. 

Containing,  I.  Reafons  and  Motives  oh 
which  $he  Plan  of  Union  for  the 
Colonies  was  formed  \ — II.  Reafons 
againft  partial  Unions  ; — III.  And  the 
Flan  of  Union  drawn  by  B.  ¥.and  una- 
nimously agreed  to  by  the  Commifftoners 
from  New  Hampfhire,  Maflachufett's 
Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  New  Jerfey,  Mary- 
land, dWPenfylvania*,  met  in  Congrefs 
at  Albany,  in  July  1754,  to  confider 

*  [The  reader  mud  be  informed  here,  that  thil  pfan  was  in* 
tended  for  all  the  colonies ;  but,  commiffioners  from  fome  of 
them  not  attending,  (from  caufes  which  I  cannot  fpecify)  their 
confent  to  it  was  not,  in  this  refpe£,  universally  exprefled.  Go- 
vernor PvwnaUf  however,  fays,  •  That  he  had  an  opportunity  of 

*  converting  with,  and  knowing  the  fentiments  of  the  commiffion- 

*  era*  '  appointed  by  their  respective  provinces,  to  attend  this  con- 

*  grefs,  to  which  they  were  called  by  the  crown;'  « of  learning 
4  from  their  experience  and  judgment,  the  a&ual  date  of  the 
'  American  bufinefs  and  intereft ;  and  of  hearing  amongft  them, 
4  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  that  American  Union,  which  they 
'  then  had  under  deliberation,  and  tranfmitted  the  plan  of  to  Eng* 
'  land:*  and,  he  adds,  in  another  place,  *  that  the  fentiments 
4  of  pur  colonies  were  colle&ed  in  an  authentic  manner  on  this 
'  fubjeft  in  the  plan  propofed  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  unanimoufly 
4  agreed  to  in  congrefs.'  [See  Governor  Pownall's  Adminiftration 
of  the  Britijb  Colonies,  Vol.  I.  p.  13.  Edit.  4,  1774,  and  Vol. 
U.  p.  86.     £.] 
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of  the  heft  Means  of  defending  the  Kings 
Dominions  in  America,  Sf c .  a  War  be- 
ing then  apprehended  \  with  theReafons 
or  Motives  for  each  Article  of  the  Plan. 

B.F.  was^one  of  the  four  Commifiioners 
from  Penjyhania  *. 

1.   Reafons  and  Motives  on  which  the  Plan  of 
Union  was  formed. 

TH  E nCommiffioners  from  a  number  of  the 
northern  colonies  being  met  at  Albany,  and 
confidering  the  difficulties  that  have  always  at- 
tended the  mod  neceflary  general  meafures  for  the 
common  defence,  or  for  the  annoyance  of  the 
enemy,  when  they  were  to  be  carried  through  the 
feveral  particular  affemblies  of  all  the  colonies  $ 
fome  affemblies  being  before  at  variance  with  their 
governors  or  councils,  and  the  feveral  branches  of 
the  government  not  on  terms  of  doing  bufinefs 
with  each  other ;  others  taking  the  opportunity, 
when  their  concurrence  is  wanted,  to  pufh  for 
favourite  laws,  powers,  or  points  that  they  think 

*  [«•  Mr.  [fince  Governor]  Hutchinfon  was  one  of  the  commif- 
'  fioners  for  Majacbu/etts  Bay*  (Governor  PonunaU  as  above. 
Vol.  II.  p.  i44->  «  Thomas  Pvwnall,  Efq  ;  brother  to  John  JW- 
*  noli,  Efa;  one  of  the  Secretaries  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
'  afterwards  Governor  ofthtMaffacbufetts,  was  upon  the  (pot.  (Hi/- 
tory  oftbi  Britijb  Empire  in  North  Jmcrica,  p.  25.)  E»] 

1  could 
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could  not  at  other  times  be  obtained,  and  Co  creat- 
ing disputes  and  quarrels  ;  one  aflembly  waiting 
to  fee  what  another  will  do,  being  afraid  of  do- 
ing more  than  its  {hare,  or  defirous  of  doing  lefs ; 
or  refilling  to  do  any  thing,  becaufe  its  country 
is  not  at  prefent  fo  much  expofed  as  others,  or 
becaufe  another  will  reap  more  immediate  advan- 
tage ;  from  one  or  other  of  which  caufes,  the  at- 
femblies  of  fix  (out  of  feven)  colonies  applied  tp, 
had  granted  no  affiflance  to  Virginia,  when  lately 
invaded  by  the  French*  though  purpofely  con- 
vened, and  the  importance  of  the  occafion  ear- 
neftly  urged  upon  them  :  Confidering  moreover, 
that  one  principal  encouragement  to  the  French, 
in  invading  and  infulting  the  Britifh  American 
dominions,  was  their  knowledge  of  our  difunited 
ftate,  and  of  our  weaknefs  arifing  from  fuch  want 
of  union ;  and  that  from  hence  different  colonies 
were,  at  different  times,  extremely  harafled,  and 
put  to  great  expence  both  of  blood  and  treafure, 
who  would  have  remained  in  peace,  if  the  enemy 
had  had  caufe  to  fear  the  drawing  on  themfelve* 
the  refentment  and  power  of  the  whole ;  the  faid 
Commiflioners,  confidering  alfo  the  prefent  in«« 
croachments  of  the  French,  and  the  mifchievous 
confequences  that  may  be  expected  from  them,  if 
not  oppofed  with  our  force,  came  to  an  unani- 
mous refolution, — That  an  union  of  the  colonies  is 
abfolutely  necejfary for  their  prefervation. 

The  manner  of  forming  and  eftablifhing  this 
union  was  the  next  point.  When  it  was  confi- 
dered  that  the  colontes  were  feldom  all  in  equal 

danger 
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danger  at  the  fame  time,  or  equally  near  the 
danger,  or  equally  fenfible  of  itj  that  fome  of 
them  had  particular  interefts  to  manage,  with 
which  an  union  might  interfere ;  and  tnat  they 
were  extremely  jealous  of  each  other; — it  was 
thought  impracticable  to  obtain  a  joint  agreement 
of  all  the  colonies  to  an  union,  in  which  the  ex- 
pence  and  burthen  of  defending  any  of  them 
fhould  be  divided  among  them'all ;  and  if  ever  ads 
of  affembly  in  all  the  colonies  could  be  obtained 
for  that  purpofe,  yet  as  any  colony,  on  the 
leaft  diffatisfadtion,  might  repeal  its  own  a<5t  and 
thereby  withdraw  itfelf  from  the  union,  it  would 
not  be  a  ftable  one,  or  fuch  as  could  be  depend- 
ed on :  for  if  only  one  colony  fhould,  on  any 
difguft  withdraw  itfelf,  others  might  think  it 
unjuft  ancTunequal  that  they,  by  continuing  in 
the  union,  fhould  be  at  the  expence  of  defend- 
ing a  colony  which  refufed  to  bear  its  propor- 
tionable part,  and  would  therefore  one  after 
another,  withdraw,  till  the  whole  crumbled  in- 
to its  original  parts.— Therefore  the  commit 
fioners  came  to  another  previous  refolution, 
viz.  That  it  was  necejjary  the  union  Jhould  be  efta- 
blijhed  by  aft  of  parliament. 

They  then  proceeded  to  fketch  out  a  plan  6f 
union,  which  they  did  in  a  plain  and  concifc 
manner,  juft  fufficient  to  fhew  their  fentimefltt 
of  the  kind  of  union  that  would  bed  fuit  the 
circumftances  of  the  colonies,  be  moft  agree- 
able to  the  people,  and  moft  effectually  promote 
his  Majefty's  fervice   and  the   general  intcrcft 

of 
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of  the  Britifh  empire.— This  was  fefpeafulty 
fent  to  the  afTemblies  of  the  feveral  colonies  for 
their  confideration,  and  to  receive  fuch  altera- 
tions and  improvements  a*  they  ihould  think 
fit  and  neceffary;  after  which  it  Wa*  pxJjtofed 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  England  to  be  perfected,  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  it  there  humbly  folicited. 

This  was  as  much  as  the  commiffioners  could 
do  ^     ***************** 

II.     Reafons  againjl  partial  Unions* 

It  was  propofed  by  fome  of  the  Commifiioner* 
to  form  the  colonies  into  two  or  three  diftindl 
unions ;  but  for  thefe  reafons  that  propofal  was 
dropped  even  by  thofe  that  made  it ;     [viz.] 

i.  In  all  cafes  where  the  ftrength  of  the  whole 
was  neceffary  to  be  ufed  againft  the  enemy,  there 
would  be  the  fame  difficulty  in  degree,  to  bring 
the  feveral  unions  to  unite  together,  as  now  the 
feveral  colonies ;  and  confequently  the  fame  delays 
on  our  part  and  advantage  to  the  enemy. 

2.  Each  union  would  feparately  be  weaker 
than  when  joined  by  the  whole,  obliged  to  exert 
more  force,  be  more  oppreffed  by  tne  expence* 
and  the  enemy  lefs  deterred  from  attacking  it. 

3.  Where  particular  colonies  hwsfeljijh  views, 
as  New  York  with  regard  to  Indian  trade  and 

X  [Dr.  DavenaMt  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the  expediency  of 
an  union  of  the  colonics,  that  he  recites,  at  full  length,  a  plan 
contrived,  as  he  fays,  with  good  judgment  for  the  nurpofe.  Davt- 
nant,  Vol.  I,  p.  40,  41,  of  Sir  C.  WhivwrtVt  Edition,    E.] 
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lands ;  or  are  lefs  expefed,  being  covered  by  others, 
as  New  Jerfey,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connecticut, 
Maryland;  or 'have  particular  whims  and  prejudices 
againft  warlike  meaiures  in  genera],  asPenfylvania, 
where  the  Quakers  predominate ;  fuch  colonies 
would  have  more  weight  in  a  partial  union,  and 
be  better  able  to  oppofe  and  obftrudt  the  meafures 
neceflary  for  the  general  good,  than  where  they 
are  fwallowed  up  in  the  general  union. 

4.  The  Indian  trade  would  be  better  regulated 
by  the  union  of  the  whole  than  by  partial 
unions.  And  as  Canada  is  chiefly  fupported  by 
that  trade,  if  it  could  be  drawn  into  the  hands 
of  the  Englifh,  (as  it  might  be  if  the  Indians. 
were  fupplied  on  moderate  terms,  and  by  ho- 
neft  traders  appointed  by  and  acting  for  the  pub- 
lic) that  alone  would  contribute  greatly  to  the 
weakening  of  our  enemies. 

5.  The  eftabliftring  of  new  colonies  weft  ward 
on  the  Ohio  and  the  lakes,  (a  matter  of  confi- . 
derable  importance  to  the  increafe  of  Britijh 
trade  and  power,  to  the  breaking  that  of  the 
French,  ahd  to  the  protection  and  fecurity  of 
our  prefent  colonies,)  would  beft  be  carried  on  by 
a  joint  union. 

6.  It  was  alfo  thought,  that  by  the  frequent 
meetings-together  of  commiflioners  or  repre- 
fentatives  from  all  the  colonies,  the  circumftances 
of  the  whole  would  be  better  known,  and  the 
good  of  the  wholp  better  provided  for;  and 
that  the  colonies  would  by  this  connection  learn 
to  coniider  themfelves,  not  as  fo  many  indepenr 

dent 


[  A :  B.  T.  J       Of  the  Plan  of  Union.  '  9 1 

dent  ftates,  but  as  members  of  the  fame  body ; 
and  thence  be  more  ready  to  afford  affiftance  and 
fupport  to  each  other,  and  to  make  *diverfions 
in  favour  even  of  the  moft  diftant,  and  to  join 
cordially  in  any  expedition  for  the  benefit  of  all 
againft  the  common  enemy. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  reafons  and  motives 
for  forming  the  plan  of  union  as  it  ftands.     To 

which  may  be  added  this,  that  as  the  union  of  the 

******************* 

The  remainder  of  this  article  is  loft* 

III.  Plan  of  apropofed  Union  of  the  f eve- 
ral Colonies  of  Maflachuflett's  Bay,  New 
Hampfliire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Ifland, 
New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Penfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
South  Carolina  for  their  mutual  Defence 
and  Security,  and  for  extending  the  Bri- 
tifh  Settlements  in  North  America,  with 
the  Reafons  and  Motives  for  each  Article  of 
the  Plan  [as  far  as  could  be  remembered.] 

.    It  is  propofed.— That  humble  appli- 
cation be  made  for  an  ad  of  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  which  one 
general  government  may  be  formed  in 
n  2  America 
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America  including  all  the  faid  colonies, 
within  and  under  which  government  each 
colony  may  retain  its  prefent  conftitution, 
except  in  the  particulars  wherein  a  change 
may  be  directed  by  the  faid  ad  as  here- 
after follows  *. 

Prefident  General,  and  Grand  Council. 

That  the  faid  general  government  be 
adminiftered  by  a  Prefident  General  to  be 
appointed  and  fupported  by  the  crown  ; 
and  a  Grand  Council  to  be  chofen  by  the 
reprefentativcs  of  the  people  of  the  feveral 
colonies  met  in  their  refpe&ive  ailemblies. 

It  was  thought  that  it  would  be  beft  the  Pre- 
fident General  would  be  fupported  as  well  as 
appointed  by  the  crown  ;  that  fo  all  disputes 
between  him  and  the  Grand  Council  concern- 
ing Ki*  Jalary  might  be  prevented  j  as  foch  de- 
putes bave  been  frequently  of  mifchievous  con- 
fcquence  in  particular  colonies,  efpecially  in 
time  of  public  danger.  The  quit-rents  of  crown- 
lands  in  Atactica,  might  in  a  fliort  time  be  fuf- 

*  [The  reader  ma?  perceive,  by  the  difference  of  the  tjfpe, 
fJuch  k  the  text  of  thepbw,  and  which  the«4/5«  juidwutvuu 
mentioned  in  the  title.  They  are  thus  confolidated  for  his  conve- 
rgence. The  Bditor  has  taken  one  or  two  farther  liberties  in  tr**fr»f- 
hf  thefc^wy  papers;  but thcftnJfc  remains as  before.    E.] 

ficieat 
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ficient  for  this  purpofe,— The  choice  of  mem- 
bers for  the  grand  council  is  placed  in  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  of  each  government,  in  order 
to  give  the  people  a  (hare  in  this  new  general  go- 
vernment, as  the  crown  has  its  fhare  by  the 
appointment  of  the  Prefident  General. 

But  it  being  propofed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
council  of  New  York,  and  fome  other  counfellors 
among  the  commiflioners,  to  alter  the  plan  in 
this  particular,  and  to  give  the  governors  and 
council  of  the  feveral  provinces  a  fhare  in  the 
choice  of  the  grand  council,  or  at  leaft  a  power 
of  approving  and  confirming  or  of  difallowing 
the  choice  made  by  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
it  was  faid : 

"  That  the  government  or  conftitution  pro- 
€€  pofed  to  be  formed  by  the  plan,  confifts  of  two 
"  branches;  a  Prefident  General  appointed  by  the 
u  crown,  and  a  council  chofen  by  the  people* 

"  or  by  the  people's  reprefentatives,.  which  is 

u  the  fame  thing. 

fC  That  by  a  fubfequent  article,  the  council 

"  chofen  by  the  people  can  effedt  nothing  with- 

49  out  the  confent  of  the  Prefident  General  ap- 

u  pointed  by  the  crown;  the  crown  pofieffes 

"  therefore  full  one  half  of  the  power  of  this 

5*  conftitution. 

9 €  That  in  the  Britifh  conftitution,  the  crown 

4i  is  fuppofed  to  poffefs  but  one  third,  the  Lords 

"  having  their  fhare. 

"  That  this  qonftitutioij  feemed  rather  more 

u  favourable  for  the  crown* 

ff  That 
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"  That  it  is  effential  to  EngliOi  liberty,  [that] 
**  the  fubjedt  fhould  not  be  taxed  but  by  his  own 
"  confent  or.  the  confent  of  his  eledted  repre- 
"  fentatives. 

"  That  taxes  to  be  laid  and  levied  by  this 
cf  propofed  conftitution  will  be  propofed  and 
9€  agreed  to  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
€€  pie,  if  the  plan  in  this  particular  be  preferred : 

"  But  if  the  propofed  alteration  fhould  take 
"  place,  it  feemed  as  if  matters  may  be  fo  ma- 
"  naged  as  that  the  crown  (hall  finally  have  the 
"  appointment  not  only  of  the  Prefident  Ge- 
€i  neral,  but  of  a  majority  of  the  grand  council; 
"  for,  feven  out  of  eleven  governors  and  coun- 
"  cils  are  appointed  by  the  crown  : 

"  And  fo  the  people  in  all  the  colonies  would 
"  in  efFedt  be  taxed  by  their  governors, 

"It  was  therefore  apprehended  that  fuch  al- 
€S  terations  of  the  plan  would  give  great  dif- 
"  fatisfftdtion,  and  that  the  colonies  could  not 
€t  be  eafy  under  fuch  a  power  in  governors,  and 
"  fuch  an  infringement  of  what  they  take  to  be 
"  Englifh  liberty. 

"  Befides,  the  giving  a  fhare  in  the  choice  of 
**  the  grand  council  would  not  be  equal  with  re- 
"  fpe£t  to  all  the  colonies,  as  their  conftitutions 
€4  differ.  In  fome,  both  governor  and  council 
4€  are  appointed  by  the  crown.  In  others,  they 
€€  are'  both  appointed  by  the  proprietors.  In 
"  fome,  the  people  have  a  fhare  in  the  choice  of 
"  the  council;  in  others,  both  government  and 
*4  council  are  wholly  chofen  by  the  people.    But 

«  the 
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**  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  is  every  where 
€€  chofen  by  the  people ;  and  therefore  placing  the 
44  right  of  choofing  the  grand  council  in  the 
44  reprefentatives,  is  equal  with  refpedt  to  all. 

44  That  the  grand  council  is  intendfed  to  re- 
**  prefent  all  the  feveral  houfcs*  of  reprefenta- 
c*  tives  of  the  colonies,  as  a  houfe  of  repre- 
"  fentatives  doth  the  feveral  towns  or  counties 
44  of  a  colony.  Could  all  the  people  of  a  colo- 
€*  ny  be  consulted  and  unite  in  public  meafures,, 
"  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives  would  be  needlefs : 
44  and  could  all  the  aflemblies  conveniently  con- 
"  fult  and  unite  in  general  meafures,  the  grand. 
"  council  would  be  unnecefTary. 

44  That  a  houfe  of  commons  or  the  houfe  of 
"  reprefentatives,  and  the  grand  council,  are  thus 
u  alike  in  their  nature  and  intention .#  And  as 
**  it  would  feem  improper  that  the  King  or  houfe 
"  of  Lords  fhould  haye  a  power  of  difallow- 
44  ing-  or  appointing  members  of  the  houfe  of 
44  commons ; — fo  likewife  that  a  governor  and 
"  council  appointed  by  the  crown  Ihould  have  a 
"  power  of  difallowing  or  appointing  .mem-- 
"  bers  of  the  grand  council,  (who,  in  this  con- 
"  ftitution,  are  to  be  the  reprefentatives  of  the; 
"  people.) 

"  If  the  governors'  and  councils  therefore.- 
44  were  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  choice  of  any 
44  that  are  to  condudt  this  general  government, 
€€  it  fliould  feem  more  proper  that  they  chofe 
"  the  Prefident  General.  But  this  being  an  of- 
41  fice  of  great  truft  and  t  importance  to  the  na- 

«  tion,. 


€€ 

€€ 
9€ 
€€ 
€€ 
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"  tion,  it  was  thought  better  to  be  filled  by  the 
"  immediate  appointment  of  the  crown, 

€€  The  power  propofed  to  be  given  by  the  plan 
€€  to  the  grand  council  is  only  a  concentration  of 
"  the  powers  of  the  feveral  affemblies  in  certain 
€€  points  for  the  general  welfare;  as  the  power  of 
"  the  Prefident  General  is  of  the  powers  of  the 
feveral  governors  in  the  fame  points. 
"  And  as  the  choice  therefore  of  the  grand 
council  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
neither  gives  the  people  any  new  powers,  nor 
diminifhes  the  power  of  the  crown,  it  was 
thought  and  hoped  the  crown  would  not  dif- 
€€  approve  of  it." 

Upon  the  whole,  the  commiffioners  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  choice  was  moil  properly  plac- 
ed in  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

EleEiion  of  Members. 

That  within  months  after  the 

paffing  fuch  a&,  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives that  happen  to  be  fitting  within  that 
time,  or  that  fhall  be  efpecially  for  that 
purpofe  convened,  may  and  fhall  choofe 
members  for  the  grand  council,  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportion,  that  is  to  fay, 


Majfacbujfettxs 
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...    Maffachuffett 's  Bay .  •- ■..-  -  .7 

New  Hampjbire 2 

ConneBicut      5 

Rhode  Ifiand      -. 2 

New  York       -?*•-. —  4 

New  jferfeys 3 

Penfylvania     -  -  -  ■*  —  6 

Maryland       — 4 

Virginia      7 

North  Carolina 4 

South  Carolina 4 

'. ......     ■•: '.'         '   *8 

It  was  thought  that  if  the  leaft  colony  was  al- 
lowed two,  and  the  others  ip  proportion,  the  num- 
ber, jVQuld  Jk,  v.ery  great  and  the  expence  heavy ; 
an3  that  lefs.  than  two  would  pot  be  convenient, 
i$;d'f}pg\i  perfocy'  ljejpg  by  any  accident  prevented 
ajgj^arjpg  at  the  rn^ptip^  the,  colony  ne  ought  to 
appear  for ;  would  not op  reprelented,  *  That  as  the 
choice' was  not  immediately  popular,  they  would 
be  generally  men.  of  good,,  abilities  for  bufinefs, 
faa-m*i\'x' of  reputation  for  integrity;  and  that 
tortyreightifuch  men  might  be  a  number  fufficient. 
But,  '  jjioiigh  it  was  thoujgh^reafonabie  that  each 
coldly*  fiiouW  have  -a  (hare  m  the  representative 
ftpdy  inrfome  degree,  accordipg  to  the  proportion 
it  contributed  to  the  general  treafury;  yet  the  pro- 
portion of  wealth  or  power  of  the  colonies  is  not 

,;,!"'■•    p<> ■  ■  ■•<-> 
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to  be  judged  by  the  propoftioa  here  fceied;  be- 
caufe  it-was  at  firft  agreed  that  the  greateft  colony 
thou  Id  not  have  more  than  fevtn  members,  nor 
the  leaij  lefs  than  two:  andr.th^  fettling  thefe 
proportions  between  thefe  two  extc&nes  jyas  not 
nicely  attended  to,  as  it  would  Iffnd/ftreliF,  after 
the  firfl;dedion  from  the  fums  brought  into  the 
treafury,  as. by  a  fuhfequent  article.   .  % «  '-' 

Place  of  jirji   Meeting.  r* 

< 

— who  fhall  meet  for  the  firft  time  at  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  in  Penfylvania,  being 
callecTby  the  Prefident  General  as  foon  as 
conveniently  may  be  after  lps  appointment. 

Philadelphia  was  named  as  being  the  nearer  the 
center  of  the  colonies,  where  the  Cotnmiflloners 
would  be  well  and  cheaply  accommodated*  The 
high-roads  through  the  whole  extent,  are  for  the 
moft  part  very  good,  in  which  forty  or  fifty  miles 
a  day  may  very  well  be  and  frequently  are  tra- 
velled. Great  part  of  the  way  may  lilcewife  be 
gone  by  water. — In  fummer-time  the  paflages  are 
frequently  performed  in  a  week  fromCharksTvun* 
to  Philadelphia  and  New  York ;  and  from  Rhode 
IJland  to  New  York  through  the  Sound  in  two  or 
three  days  $  and  frdm  New  Tori  to  Philadelphia' 
by  water  and  land  in  two  days,  by  ftage-boats 
and  wheel- carriages  that  fet  out  everv  other  day. 
The  journey  from  Charfo  Town  to  Philadelphia 

may 
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may  likewife  be  facilitated  by  boats  running  up 
Chefapeak  Bay  three  hundred  miles.-— But  if  the 
whole  journey  be  performed  on  horfeback,  the 
moft  diftant  members,  (viz.  the  two  from  New 
Hampjhire  and  from  South  Carolina)  may  probably 
render  themfelves  at  Philadelphia  in  fifteen  or 
twenty-days  $«— the  majority  may  be  there  in  much 
left  time. 

New  EleEtion. 

That  there  fhall  be  a  new  ele&ion  of 
the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  every 
three  years ;  and  on  the  death  or  refigna- 
~  tion  of  any  member,  his  place  fhall  be 
fupplied  by  a  new  choice  at  the  next  fit- 
ting of  the  aflembly  of  the  colony  he  re- 
.prefentecL      .. 

.  Some  colonies  hare  annual  affembfies,  fome  cpn> 
tinue  during  a  governor's  pleafure;  three  years  was 
fought  a  reafon?ble  medium*  ^affording  anew 
number  time  to  improve  himfelf  in  the  biifiriefs* 
and  to  aft  after  fuch  improvement/  and  yet  giving 
J  ppporiuniti?s,  frequept  eppugh,  ;to  change  hi©  if 
he  has  mifbehaved. 

'  Proportion  of  .Members  after  the  firfi 

.."' three  Tears. 

That  after  trie  firft  three  years,  when 
the  proportion  of  money  arifinff  put  of 

O  2  each. 
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eaerj  colony  tp  $Jie-  general  trea&ry.  can 

be  known,  the  number  of  members  to  be 
ckofen  for  each- colony  (hall  froin  time  to 
time,  hi  alKeiifoittg  .elecljor^ be^egulaired 
by  that  propoVtjbfttyei  Taja&jthatj^'.gjjm- 
ber  to  be  chofen  by  any  one  proyince  be 
not  more  than  feveh,  nor  lefs  than  two). 

By  a  fubfequent^artiqlq  jt}  i§^  prp^ofp4>.  that 
the  general  council  ifliall  lay  arid  levy  fuch  ge- 
neral duties  as*  to  them  miay*  appear  moft'fequal 
and  leaft  burthenfome,  &c.  "  Siif>pofe,  for  in- 
ftance,  they  lay  a  fmall  duty  or  excife  on  fome 
commodity  imported  into  or  .made  ^n  the  colo- 
nies, and  pretty  generally  and  equally  ufed  in  all 
of  them  -,  as  rum  perhaps,  or  wine :  the  yearly 
produce  of  this  duty  or  excife,  if  fairly  col- 
ledted,  would  be  in  fome  colonies  greater,  in 
others  lefs,  as  the  colonies  are  greater  or  fmaller. 
When  the  collectors  accounts  are  brought  in, 
the  proportions  will  appear;  and  from  them  it 
is  propofed  to  regulate  the  proportion  of  repre- 
sentatives to  be  chofen  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion, within  the  limits  however  of  feven  and  two, 
Thefe  numbers  may  therefore  vary  in  courfe  of 
years,  as  the  colonies  may  in  the  growth  and  in- 
creafe  of  people.  And  thus  the  quota  of  tax 
from  each  colony  would  naturally  vary  with  its 
circumftances  -,  thereby  preventing  all  difputes 
and  diflatisfa&ions  about  the  juft  proportions  due 


~^r>*>\ 
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Trom  each  ;  which  might  otherwife  produce  per- 
nicious confequences,  and  deftroy  the  harmony 
and  good  agreement  that  ought  to  fubfift  be- 
tween the  feveral  parts  of  the  union, 

,  '       •  ■     ■  '   '..;    r  '.;:'*    ;  .i!--   lid'*  •  -    • 

'  Meetings  of  the  Gr^ndCciuncity  and  CalL 

";,.;■'■  That.tlj.e'  0fan,4Couricil  fti^ll ^riieetoiice 
in  every  year  and  pftener.iffQccafion  re- 
quire, at  fuch  time  and  place  as  they  fhall 
adjourn  to  at-  the  -laft  preceding  meeting, 

.,  or  as  they  fhall  be  called  to  meet- at  by 
the  Prendent  General  on  any  emergency; 
he  having  £r.ft  obtained  in  writing  j  the 
confent  of  fey  en  of  the;  merntiers  to  fuch 
call,  and  fent  due  and  timely  notice  to 
the  whole.  „       »  . 

It  was  thought,  in  eftabiifliing  and  governing 
new  colonies  or  fettlements,  regulating  Indian 
trade,  Indian  treaties,  &c.  there  wbmd1  be  ^Very 
year  fufficient  bufinefs  arife  to  f&^iure  at  lead 
one  meeting,  and  at  fuch  meeting  rrtany  things 
might  be  fuggefted  for  the  beaefit  of  all  the  co- 
lonies. This  annual  meeting  may  either  be  at 
a  time  or  place  certain,  to  be  fixedjby  thePre- 
fident  General  and  grand  council  at  their  firft 
meeting  \  or  left  at  liberty,  to  be  at  fuch  timft 
and  place  as  they  fhall  adjourn  to,  or  be  called 
to  meet  at  by  the  Prefident  General. 

In 
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In  time  of  war  it  feems  convenient,  that  the 
meeting  fhould  be  in  that  colony,  which  is  neareft 
the  feat  of  adion. 

The  power  of  calling  them  on  any  emergency 
feemed  neceflary  to  be  vefted  in  the  Prefident 
Generals  but  that  fuch  power  might  not, be 
wantonly  ufed  to  harafs  the  members,  and  oblige 
them  to  make  frequent  long  journies  to  little  pur- 
pofe,  the  confent  of  feven  at  leaft  to  fuch  call 
was  fuppofod  a  convenient  guard. 

^Continuance. 

That  the  Grand  Council  have  powqr  to 
choofc  their  fpcaker  ;  and  ihall  neither  be 
diflblved,  prorogued,  nor  continued  iit- 
ting  loh^  than  fix  weeks  at  one  time; 
without  their*  own  confent  or  the  fpecial 
command  of  the  crown. 


'K\'i.^h^i^k^  (hpiild^lie  prefented for  approba- 
.  tipn>  it1^ing.convei^ientt  to  prevent  mifunder- 
'■  (landings  ^nd  difgufts,  that  the  mouth  of  the 
,  "  rq<^nj:iCj^ould  Se  a  perfon  agreeable,  if  poffible, 
'  fi6ih  to  (hfi  council  and  Prefident  General. 
*r ■ "'  -?  O^f^npr^.havQjfojpetUws  wantonly  exercifed 

-   ^f £°V5r>D^  P/^&^S  °f FPP&PWP&  *^c  (e^i°ns 
h ''[of. aile^pires,  Vn^rdy. to. hands  the  members  and 

[  compel  a  compliance;  and  fometimes  diflblve  them 

l'J|bn  flight  dlfgufts.     This  it  was  feared  might  be 

JicTone  l>y  tHe  Prefident  General,  if  not  provided 

v  againft: 
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again  ft :  and  the  inconvenience  and  hard(bip  would 
be.  greater  in  the  general  government  than  in  par- 
ticular colonies,  in  proportion  to  the  diftanqe,  the 
members  muft  be  from  home,  during  fittings, 
and  the  long  journies  {bow,  pf  them  ipuft  necefla- 
rUytake.        '*    t    «...-.    .         ....    rr...    -;     : 

, , ,,  . ,  .-.  Msqthen \  Allowance.  .  !t) 

•■  That  the  members  orthe  Grand  Cjpun-, 
cil  fliall  be  allowed^  for  ^  their  fcrvice  ten* 
(Killings  fterling  per  diem,  during  their 
feffion  and  journey  tb  andfroin  die  plate 
of  meeting ;  twenty  miles  to  be  reckoned 
a  day's  journey.  .-..:■■- 

It  was  thought  proper  to  allow  fame  wages,  left 
the  expence  might  deter  fome  fuitable  perfons 
from  the  fervice ;  —  and  not  to  allow  too  great 
wages,  left  undatable  perfons  £hoidd  be  tempted 
to  cabal  for  the  employment  for  the  fake  of  gain.— 
Twenty  miles  was  fet  down  as  a  day's  journey 
to  allow  for  accidental  hinderances  on  the  road, 
and  the  greater  expences  of  travelling  than  rcfid- 
ing  at  the  place  of  meeting.  - 

Affent  o/PreJUent  General  and  bis  Duty. 

That  the  aflent  of  the  Ptefident  Gene- 
ral  be  requiiite  to  all  ads  of  the  Grand 

Council ; 
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Council ;  and  that  it  be  his  office  and 
duty  to  caufe  them  to  be  carried  into 
execution. 

The  aflent  of  the  Prefident  General  to  all  ads? 
of  the  grand  council  was  made  neceflary,  in  order 
to  give  the  crown  its  due  (hare  of  influence  in  this 
government,  and  connedt  it  with  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Prefident  General,  befides  one 
half  of  the  legiflative  power,  hath  in  his  hands 
the  whole  executive  power*  - 

Power  of  Prefident  General  and  Grand, 
Pound/,     Treaties  of  Peace  and,  W.at. 

That  the  Prefident  General,4'1  with  the 
advice  of  the  Grand  Council,  hold  or  di- 
rect all  Indian  treaties. in  ^hkh !£ne..gerie-. 
ral .  interest  of  the  colonies  rnay  be  con-  • 
cc*h$£ ;  ai^ffiake-ipeacc 'or  declare  war' 
^;.fe^lr5at^svVa;;';  i[-^;:l,\    '    ;:  ^ 

•  The  poWef  bf  making1  f>eace  or  war  with  Indian 
nations  is  at  ^prefent  fuppofed-  to  be  in  every- 
colony,  and  is  exprefsly  granted*  tbfomelby  chat*- 
ter,  f<j  that  no  new  power  is  hereby  intended 
to  be  granted  to  the  cOkxtfiea^But  as,  in.  con- . 
fequence  of  tjiis  power,  Qne  colony  might  make 
peace  with  a  frdtiohHhat  another  v/as  juftly  engag- 
ed in  war  with  j  >of  make  war  on  flight  occafion* 
.     M):     ^  without 
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without  the  concurrence  or  approbation  of  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  greatly  endangered  by  it;  or' 
make  particular  treaties  of  neutrality  in  cafe  pf 
a  general  war,  to  their  own  private  advantage  in 
trade,  by  fupplying  the  common  enemy;  of 
all  which  there  have  been  inftances— -it  was 
thought  better  to  have  all  treaties  of  a  general 
nature  under  a  general  direction ;  that  fo  the 
good  of  the  whole  may  be  confulted  and  pro- 
vided for. 

*    Indian  Trade. 
That  they  make  fuch  laws  as  they  judge 
neceflary  for  regulating  all  Indian  trade. 

Many  quarrels  and  war&  have  arifen  between* 
die  colonies  and  Indian  nations,  through  the 
bad  conduct  of  traders  j  who  cheat  the  Indians 
after  making  them  drunk,  &c,  to  the  great  ex- 
pence  of  the  colonies  both,  in  blood  and  trea-r 
fyre.  Particular  colonies  are  fo  interefted  in  the 
trade  as  not  to  be  willing  to  admit  fuch  a  regu- 
lation ias  might  be  beft  for  the  whole  \  and  there- 
fore it  was  thought  beft  under  a  general  di- 
redion.  J 

Indian  PurcBafe& 

That  they  make  all  purchdfes   from . 

Indians  for  the  Crown,  of  lands  not  now 

within  the  bounds  of  particular  colonies 

or  that  {hall  not  be  within  their  bounds 

P  when; 
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when  fonre  of  them  are  reduced  to  more 
convenient  dimenfions. 

Purchafcs  from  the  Indians  made  by  privatfe 
perfbhs,  have  been  attehded  With  tiianV .  iAcbfift 
veniences.  They  have  frequently  mtttfto&i 
and  occafioned  uncertainty  of  titles,  many  difc 
putes  and  expenfive  law-fuits,  and  hindefeS 
the  fettiement  of  the  land  fo  difpute^  ;  Thiift 
the  Indians  have  been  cheated  by  fucti  ptiv&ti 
purchafes,  and  difcontent  and  wars  have  been 
the  copfequence.  Thefe  would  be  prevented  by 
public  fair  purchafes. 

Several  of  the  colony  charter*  in  America  ex- 
tend their  bounds  to  trie  South  Sea,  wbich  may 
he  perhaps  three  or  four  tfchctofahd  mile*  in 
length  to  one  or  two  hundred  miles  in  brefadth. 
It  is  fuppofed  they  muft  in  time  be  reduced  tb 
dimenfions  more  convenient  for  the  commort 
purpofes  of  government  *• 

Vtff 


"  va    it   *  new  territory    mat  contains,  sccoraing  w  uwm  /jmi/w- 

•  rough'*  estimation  of  it,  five  hundred  and  eleven  millions  of  acres, 
4  (that  is,  more  land  than  Spain*  Italy,  France,   and  Germany  put 

•  together,  and  moft  of  it  good  land)  is  a  meafure  that  would 
4  require  an  ample  difcuffion/— That  the  reader  may  not  fuf- 
ped  that  tke/e  dimenfiont  were  convenient  for  uncommon  purpofes  of 
government,  I  (hall  quote  the  motives  augned  upon  this  occafion 
by  the  aft  regulating  the  government  of  Quebec.    '  By  the  arv 

•  rangements  made  by  the  royal  proclamation,  a  very  large  extent 
'  of  [outlying]  eouatryr  within  which  there  were  wveral  colonies' 
'  and  fcttlemcnts  of  thcfubjedls  of  France,  who  claimed  to  remain 

'therein 
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*  Very  Httfe '  of  the  land  in  thofc  grants  is  yet 
purchafed  of  the  Indians. 

It  is  much  cheaper  to  purchafe  of  them,  than 
to  take  and  maintain  the  poiTeffion  by  force :  for 
they  are  generally  very  reafonable  in  their  de- 
mands for  land  * ;  and  the  expence  of  guarding 
a  large  frontier  againft  their  incurfions  is  vaftly 
great  j  becaufe  all  muft  be  guarded  and  always 

«  therein  under  the  faith  of  the  faid  treaty,  was  left  without  any 
+  provifion  being  made  for  the  adminiftration  of  civil  government 
c  therein:'  i .  #.  a  few  Indian  traders  were  a  pretext  for  this  ap- 
propriation of  a  trad  of  country,  which  according  to  the  mtniftir**  - 
cftunate,  was  more  than  13  times  larger  than  England  and  WaU$  • 

K'ted,  nearly  128  times  larger  than  Jamaica*  almoft  |  part  of 
ope,  and  confiderably  more  than  ^  part  of  the  whole  ha- 
bitable earth,  (comparing   it   with   the   feveral   calculations,  in  ■ 
93*  Political  S*r*u*y  of  Gnat  Britain  by  Dr.  Campbell,  and  in  that ' 
&  Jamaica  by  Mr.  Long.)     *  Now  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 

*  vines  of  <£uebec,  fays  this  very  aft,  amounted  at  the  conqutft { 
.  *-  tq  afeQVO^  &cty-five  thouiand  [ooly>]  profeffing  the  religion  of  the  ' 

•.  church  of  Rom%  and  enjoying  an  eftablifhtd  form  of  conftitu- 
*■  tion  and  fyftem  of  laws.'    E.  j 

1  •  [*  Qr.  Franklin,  (fays  Mr.  Kalm  thi  S<w*d$,)  and  feveral  othtt? 
4,  gentlemen,  frequently  told  me,  that  a  powerful  Indian,  who  pof- 
r  lefled  Rhode  IJland,  had  ibid  it  to  the  Englijb  for. a  pair  of  ipe&a-  - 
*~*4cies>:  k  is»large  enough  for  u.  prince's  domain,  anil  makes *pecu- 

*  liar  gpvernment  at  prefent.    This  Indian  knew  fhowl  to  feta  true  • 
lvalue  upon  a  pair  eft  ij>e£bu:le*:  for undoubtedly  if  tbofe  glales  • 
^  were  not  fo  plentiful,  and  only  afe^v  of  them,  could  be  found;; 
•*  they  would,  on  account  of  thdr  great  ufe,  bear  the  fam*  prjotf 
+  with  diamonds.'     SttKalm's  Trawls  into  Nortb*Jmeri<a>   Vol  I.  . 
J4386,   387.     «  At  the  tiihe  when  the  Swedes  tttft  arrived, .  they. 


lb.  Vol.  II.  p.  1 18.— The  truth  is,  that  thelndikhs  conMered  their 
l$nd*AS  mere  bunting-manors,  and  not  as  farms.  ;  E.J  , 

Ra.  guarded^, 
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guarded,  as  we  know  not  where>x>r  when  to  ex* 

pe&them*\.  ' 

New  Settlements. 
That  they  make  new  fettlcments  on 
fuch  purchafes  by  granting  lands  in  the 
King's  name,  relerving  a  quit-rent  to 
the  crown  for  the  ufe  of  the  general 
treafury. 

It  is  fuppofed  better  that  there  (hould  be  one 
purchafer  than  many;  and  that  the  crown- 
fhould  be  that  purchafer,  or  the  union  in  the 
name  of  the  crown.  By  this  means  the  bar- 
gains may  be  more  eafily  made,  the  price  not 
inhanced  by  numerous  bidders,  future  difpiite* 
about  private  Indian  purchafes,  and  monopolies' 
of  vaft  trads  to,  particular  perfons  (which  are 
prejudicial  to  the  fettlement  and  peopling  of  a 
country)  prevented ;  and  the  land  being  again 
granted  in  fmall  trads  to  the  fettlers,  the  quit-* 

f  [To  guard  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Indians*  a  plan  waa 
fent  over  to  Anurica  (and,  as  I  think,  by  authority,)  fuggeiting 
the  expediency  of  clearing  away  the  woods  and  bufhes  from  a  trad 
of  land,  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  extending  along  the  back  of  the 
colonies.  Unfortunately,  befides  the  large  expence  of  this  under* 
taking  (which,  if  one  acre  coft  %U  ftirltng,  and  640  acres  make 
a  fquarc  mile,  is  \z%,oooL  firft  coft  for  every  100  miles;)  it  waa 
forgotten  that  the  Indians,  like  other  people,  knew  the  difference- 
between  day  and  night,  and  that  a  mile  of  advance  and  another, 
of  retreat,  were  nothing  to  the  celerity  of  fuch  an  enemy.— This 
plan,  it  is  faid,  was  the  work  of  Dean  T-ck-r;  and  polfibly  might 
contain  many  other  particulars.  The  plans  of  Dodtor  Franklin 
and  Governor  /W*g/t  appear  much  more  fcafible*    E.] 

rents 
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rents  referved  may  in  time  become  a  fund  for 
fiipport  of  government,  for  defence  of  the 
country,  eafe  of  taxes,  &c. 

Strong  forts  on  the  lakes,  the  Ohio,  &c.  may 
at  the  fame  time  they  fecureour  prefent  fron- 
tiers, {crye  to  defehd  new  colonies  fettled  under 
their  protection;  and  fuch  colonies  would  alfo 
mutually  defend  and  fupport  fuch  forts,  and  bet- 
ter fecure  the  friendfhip  of  the  far  Indians. 
,  A  particular  coloiny  has  fcarce  ftrength  enough 
to  extend  itjfelf  by  new  fettlcments,  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  ^he  old;  but  the; joint  force  of 
the  union  might .  fbddenly  eftablilh  anew  colo- 
ny or  two  in  thofe  parts,  or  extend  an  old  co~* 
lony  to  particular  paffes,  greatly  to  the  fecurity 
of  our  prefent  frontiers,  increafe  of  trade  and 
people,  breaking  off  the  French  communication 
between  Canada  and  Louifiana,  and  fpeedy  fct- 
tlement  of  the  intermediate  lands* 

The  power  of  fettling  new  colonies  is  there- 
fore thought  a  valuable  part  of  the  plan*  and 
what  cannot  fo  well  be  executed  by  two  union* 
as  by  one,    ..    '"  ^' 

Laws  to  govern  tkethl 

That  ijjejir.  make  laws  ;  for  jegvda  ting 
and  governing  fuch  new  Settlements,  till 
the  crown  fliall  think  fit  to  form  them 
into  particular  governments. 

The 
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The  making  of  laws  iuitable  for  the  nevt 
colonics,  it  was  thought  would  be  properly  veil- 
ed in  the  Prefident  General  and  grand  council  j 
under  whofe  protection  they  will  at  firft  necef- 
farily  be,  and  who  would  be  well  acquainted  with* 
their  circumftances,  as  having  fettled  them. 
When  they  are  become  fufficicntly  populous* 
they  may  by  the  crown,  be  formed  into  compleat 
and  difiinft  governments. 
.■;  The  appointment  of  a  Sub-prefident  by  the 
4[bwn,  to  take  place  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  ab- 
fence  of  the  Prefident  General,  would  perhaps: 
be  an  improvement  of  the  plan;  and  if  aH  the 
CQyecnors.  of  particular  provinces  were  to  be 
formed  into  a  ftanding  council  of  ftate,  for  the 
advice  and  affiftance  or  the  Prefident  General,  it 
might  b&another  iconfideraUe  improvement. 

Raife  Soldiers  Mn&tbuif>  Fejfth%  &c. 

.Tkat^ih«^  rea&>  and;  p*y  fadiersand' 
btiild^Ms  &titW&&h&  U  aKy  of  &£ 
colonies,  and  equip  veflels  of  force '  to 
guard  the  oorife  ^k  J^QlPft:  ttc  trade  on 
the  ocean,  lakes  *,r  or  great  risers  ;  hut 

v&jh^^  ] 

*  ['  According  to  a  plan,  which  ha4  ^n  P^P^ftiby  Govcrtipr; 
■  PownaU,  and  approved  of  by  congi«f5/^(Adfininiftratioii  of  the 
colonies,  Vol.  II.  p.  148.    E.J 

-  V  it 
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It  was  thought,  that  quotas  6f  men  to  be  riifed 
and  paid  by  trie  fever  al  colonies,  and  joined  for 
any  public  fervice,  could  not  always  be  got  to- 
gether with.theneceflajy  expedition.  For  in- 
ngftce,  fuppofe  one  thoufand  faien  fhould  be 
%arited  In  New  i£tyjhirt  6ri  dfty  «itefgency; 
to  fetch  them  bf  fifties  and  fcti&dr&fs  out  df 
every  coldny  as  far  as  South  CaroftHa)  would  be 
Inconvenient,  the  tranfportation  "chargeable,  and 
$ifef  ofccafioh  perhaps  parfed  Before  they  could  be 
Wfcmbfed;  !&tf  tftbrttettTtha*  it  tobtUd bd~Wft 
id  rafe  thttm-  (by  tfflfeHtig  BoOaRr-ift&iifcJr  4flA 
pay)  Aearthe  friaee  vrfefc  they  would  Be  want* 
€d,  to  be  diffharged  again  when  the  fefvice  fhould 
t*  over. 

,  Particular  colonies  »re  at  prefent  backward  to 
fciiild*  forts  at  their  own  expence, >  which  they 
Jay  wilf  be  equally  irfeful  to  their  neighbouring 
colonies ;  whti  rehife  to  join,  on  a  prefumptTon 
that  fuch  fyrts  sl$t  be  l?uilt  and  kept  up,  though 
they  Contnbuie  nothings  This  unjuft  condudfe 
tveakens  'the  whole ;  but  die  forts  being  for  tho 
good  of  the  whole,  it  was  thought  bell  they 
flhoitld  be  built  and  maintained  by  the  whole, 
out  of  the  common  treafury. 

In  the  time  pr  war,  fmali  vetfels  of  force  prfl 
fometimes  neceflary  in  the  colonies  to  fcour  thp 
coaft  of  (mail  privateers.  Thefe  bping  provide 
ed  by  die  Union,  will  be  an  advantage  in  torn 
to  the  colonies  which  are  fituafed  on  the  feaj 
and  whofe  frontiers  on  the  land-fide,  being  cover- 
ed by  other  colonies,  reap  but  little  immediate 
benefit  from  the  advanced  forts.  Power 
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Power  to  make  Laws,  lay  Duties^  &c. 

That  for  thefe  purpofes  they  have  power 
to  make  laws,  and  lav  and  levy  fuch  gene- 
ral duties,  imports,  or  taxes,  as  to  them 
(hall  appear  moft  equal  and  juft,(confider- 
ing  the  ability  and  other  circumftances  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  fever al  colonies,)  and 
fuch  as  may  be  collected  with  the  leaft 
inconvenience  to  the  people  ;  rather  di£ 
couraging  luxury,  than  loading  induftry 
with  unneceflary  burthens. 

The  laws  which  the  Prefident  General  and 
grand  council  are  impowered  to  make,,  art r  facb 
only  as  {hall  be  neceflary  for  the  government  of 
the  fettlements ;  the  raiting,  regulating  and  pay- 
ing foldiers  for  the  general  fervicq ;  the  regulat- 
ing of  Indian  trade ; .  and  laying  and .  collecting 
the  general  duties  and*  tastes; '  (They  fhauld.  alfo 
nave  a  power  to  reftrain  the  exportation  of  pro- 
vifions  to  die  enemy  from  ahy  of  the  colonies, 
on  particular  occafions,  in  time  of  war.)  But 
is  it  not  intended  mat  they  mfty  interfere  with 
the  constitution  and  government  of  .the  particular 
colonies  j  who  are  to  be  left  to-  their  own  laws,' 
and  to  lay,  levy,  and  apply  their,  own  taxes  as 
before. 

r  General 
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General  Treafurer  and  Particular 
Treafurer. 

That  they  may  appoint  a  General  Trea- 
furer and  Particular  Treafurer  in  each  go- 
vernment when  neceflary ;  and  from  time 
to  time  may  order  the  fums  in  the.  trea- 
furies  of  each  government  into  the  general 
treafury  ;  or  draw  on  them  for  fpecial 
payments,  as  they  find  molt  convenient. 

The  treafurers  here  meant  are  only  for  the 
general  funds;  and  .not  for  the  particular  funds 
of  each  colony,  which  remain  in  the  hands  of  their 
•wn  treafurers  at  their  own  difpofal. 

Money  how  to  ijfue. 

Yet  no  money  to  iffue  but  by  joint  or- 
ders of  the  Prehdent  General  and  Grand 
Council 5  except  where  fums  have  been 
appropriated  to  particular  purpofes,  and 
the  Prefident  General  is  previoufly  im- 
powered  by  an  ad  to  draw  for  fuch  fums. 

To  prevent  misapplication  of  the  money,  or 
even  application  that  might  be  diiTatisfa&ory  to 
the  crown  or  the  people*  it  was  thought  neceflary 
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to  join  the  Prefident  General  and  grand  council 
in  all  iflues  of  money. 

Accounts. 

That  the  general  Accounts  fhall  be 
yearly  fettled  and  reported  to  the  feveral 
alTemblies. 

By  communicating  the  accounts  yearly  to  each 
afiembly,  they  will  be  fatisfied  of  the  prudent 
and  honed  conduct  of  their  reprefentatives  in  the 
grand  council. 

Quorum. 

That  a  quorum  of  the  Grand  Council 
impowered  to  aft  with  the  Prefident  Ge- 
neral, do  confift  of  twenty-five  members  j 
among  whojn  there  ihajl  be, one  o%  more 
from  a  majority  of  the  colonies* 

The  quorum  feems  large,  but  it  was  thought 
it  would  not  be  fatisfadtory  to  the  coloaie^ip  ge-^ 
neral,  (6  have  matters  of  importancieto  the  ^hole 
tranfa&ed  by  a  fmaller  number,  or  even  by  thifr 
number  of  twenty-five,,  unlefs  there  were  among 
them  one  at  leaft  from  4  majoiity  of ;Hie.  colonies  j 
becaufe  othefwife  the  wholpigmoruiibeilttg  m 
»p  of  members  frotn  th^B6:bri  rour  t^Iohlesr  it*m<* 
*'  end 


■:  .* 
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end  of  the  union,  fomething  might  be  done  that 
would  not  be  equal  with  refpeft  to  the  reft,  and 
-thence  diffatisfa&ions  and  difcords  might  rife  jto 
the  prejudice  of  the  whole. 

Laws  to  be  tranfmltted, 

;  That  the  taws  made  by  them  for  the 
"pitirpofes  aforefaid  fhallnot  be  repugnahjt, 
but,' 'as  near  as  may  be,  agreeable  ;  tp*  j^ie 
.  Jaws  of  Englq net,  arid  fhall  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  King  in  council  for  approbation  as 
foon  as  may  .be  after  their  paifing ;  and  if 
not.  difapproved  within  "three  years  after 
fKsfefttajtiojj,  ito  remain  mfciroe. 

' :  This  was  thpught  nqceffary  for  the  fatisffl<5rion 
'tif.the.crowh,  to jpreifcrve^the  connection,  of  tne 
-  jp&Srtsi  of  the  Briiijh-etn^nkp  with  the  whole,  of  the. 
jjmembers  with  the  head,  and  to  induce  greater 
•_£$$  and  circumipe^ion  in  (naking  of  the  laws, 
,  Jhat  they  be  good  in-  themfelves  .ancj:  for  the  ge- 
neral'benefit.  : !  ' 


■  l.»" 


Death  of  the  Prefident  General, 


That  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Prefident 
defteVaJl,  trje^rpeaker  of  theGrahdCfcuncil 

;,,:./.""    a"    4*"'   tfa  '       *'■'*      vetted 


n6  Albany    Papers. 

veiled  with  the  fame  powers  and  authori- 
ties, to  continue  till  the  King's  pleafure 
be  known. 

It  might  be  better,  perhaps,  as  was  faid  before, 
if  the  crown  appointed  a  Vice  Prefident,  to  take 
place  on  the  death  or  abfence  of  the  Prefident 
General  j  for  fo  we  mould  be  more  fure  of  a 
fifftable  perfbn  at  the  head  of  the  colonies.  On . 
the  death  or  abfence  of  both,  the  fpeaker  to  take 
place  (or  rather  the  eldeft  King's-governor)  tilt 
his  Majefty's  pleafure  be  known. 

Officers  horn  appointed* 

That  all  military  commiffion  officers, 
whether  for  land  or  fea  ferviee,  tp  aft 
under  this  general,  constitution,  fhall  be 
nominated  by  the  Prefident  General ;  but 
the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Council  is 
to  be  obtained,  before  they  receive  their 
commiflionV J  And  "all  civil  officers  are 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Grand  Council,, 
and.  to  receive  the  "Prudent,  .General's; 
approbation  before  they  officiate* 

It  was  thought  it  might  be  veiy.pi^udkial.to 
the  fervice,  to  have  officers  appoint^  unknown 
to  the  people*  or  unacceptable  y  l^gen&aEtjrof 

l  ^  •  Ame- 
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Americans  ferving  willingly  under  officers  they 
know ;  and  not  caring  to  engage  in  the  fervice 
under  ftrangers,  or  fuch  as  are  often  appointed 
by  governors  through  favour  or  interefL  The 
fervice  here  meant,  is  not  the  ftated  fettled  fer- 
trice  in. {landing  troop6 ;  but  any  fudden  and  £hort 
fervice,  either  for  defence  of  our  own  colonies, 
$r  invading  the  enemies  country  ,♦  (fuch  as,  the 
expedition  to  Cape Breton  in  the  laft  war;  in  which 
many  fubflantial  farmers  and  tradefmen  engaged 
us  common  foldiers  under  officers  of  their  own 
country,  for  whom  they  had  an  efteem  and  af- 
x&ion ;  who  would  not  have  engaged  in  a  ftand* 
tog  army*  or  under  officers  from  England.)  — It 
was  therefore  thought  beft  to  give  the  council 
the  power  of  approving  the  officers,  which  the 
people  will  look  upon  as  a  great  fecurity  of  their 
being  good  men.  And  without  fome  fuch  pro- 
vifion-  as  this/  it  was  thought  the  expence  ot  en- 
gaging men  in  the  fervice  on  any  emergency  would 
be  much  greater,  and  the  number  who  could  be 
induced  to  engage  muchlefs;  and  that  therefore 
it  would  be  moil  for  the  King's  fervice  and  gene- 
ral benefit  of  the  nation-,  that  tne  prerogative  fhould 
relax  a  little  in  this  particular  throughout  all  the 
colonies  in  Ameripa ;  as  it  had  already  done  much 
more  in  the  charters  of  fome  particular  colonies* 
viz.  Connecticut  and  Rhode  IJknd. 

The  civil  officers  will  be  chiefly  treafurers  and 
collectors,  ti£  taxes ;  and  the  fuitable  perfons  are 
moft  likely  ta  be  knowa  by  the  council* 

Fa- 
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Vacancies  bow  fupplied.,  ; 

But  in  cafe  of  vacancy  by  death,  or  re- 
moval of  any  officer  civil  or  niilitary  under 
this  conftitution,  the  governor  of  the; pro- 
vince in  which  fuch  vacancy  happem^imay 
appoint  till  the  pleafure  of  the  Prefident 
General  and  Grand  Councilman  be  known. 

•  .  '■•  -'rr.'-i    .- 

The  vacancies  were  thought  beft"iupplied  by 
the  governors  in "  each  province,  till  a  new  'ap- 
pointment can  be  regularly  majfle;'  bthe>\vifethe 
fervice  rrught  ftfffer  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Prefident  General  and  grand  council, 


.f. 


Each  Colony  may   defend  itf elf  on 
Emergency i  &c+ '.'.' 

That  the  particular .  military  .as ,  well  as 
civil  eftablifliments  in  each  colony  remain 
in  their  prefent  ftate,  the  general  conftitu- 
tion notwithftanding ;  and  that  on  fudden 
emergencies  any  colony  may  defend  itfelf 
and  lay  the  accounts  of  expence  thence 
arifing  before  the  Prefident  General  and 
general  council,  who  may  allow  and  order 

pay- 
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payment  of  the  fame  as  far  as  they  judge 
fuch  accounts  juft  and  reafonable. 

Otherwife  the  Union  of  the  whole  would 
weaken  the  parts,  contrary  to  the  defign  of  the 
union.  The  accounts  are  to  be  judged  of  by 
the  Prefident  General  and  grand  council,  and 
allowed  if  found  reafonable :  this  was  thought 
necelTary  to  encourage  colonies  to  defend  them- 
felves,  as  the  expence  would  be  light  when  borne 
by  the  yf hole  y[  and  alfo  to  check  imprudent  and 
lavifh  experice  in  fuch  defences  %. 

X  [This  plan  of  union,  it  will  appear  from  the  next  page,  was 
teje&ed  }  and  anbthet  :pfbpofed  to  Wfubftittfted  by  the  Engfifh  mi- 
niller,  which  hact  ibr  its  chief  .object,  jt^ie  taking  power  from  the 
fnfk  in,  the  colonies  in  order  togive  it  to  the  crown*    £.} 


■.      1    .<    : ..  t     : 


\ 
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I.  Letters  Governor  Shirley,  concerning 
the  Impofition  of  direft  Taxes  upon  the  Colonies % 
without  their  Confent** 


5  i  R,  Tue/day  Morning. 

I  return  you  the  loofe  fheets  of  the  plan, 
with  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  com- 
municating them. 

1  Apprehend,  that  excluding  the  people  of  the 
colonies  from  all  {hare  in  the  choice  of  the 
grand  council,  will  give  extreme  diffatisfa&ion $ 
as  well  as  the  taxing  them  by  aft  of  parliament, 

where 

#  [Thefe  letters  to  Governor  Shirley  firft  appeared  in  the  Lon- 
don Cbronick  for  Feb.  6— 8,  1766,  with  an  introdudUon  figned 
A  Lover  of  Britain*  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1776,  they  were 
republifhed  in  Almon's  Remembrancer,  with  -an  additional  prefa- 
tory piece,  under  the  fignature  of  A  Mourner  over  our  Calamities.— 
I  fnall  explain  the  fubjed  of  them  in  the  words  of  one  of  thefe 
writers.     *  The  Albany  Plan  of  Union  was  fent  to  the  government 

•  here  for  approbation:    had  it  been  approved  and  eftabliihed 

•  by  authority   from  hence,    Engiijb  America   thought  itfelf  fuf- 

•  ficiently  able  to  cope  with  the  French^  without  other  afliftance  j 

•  feveral  of  the  colonies  having  alone,  in  former  wars,  withftood 
4  the  whole  power  of  the  enemy,  unaffifted  not  only  by  the  mother- 

•  country,  but  by  any  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,— The  plan, 

•  however,  was  not  approved  here;  but  a  New  one  was  formed 

•  inflcad  of  it ;  by  which  it  was  propofed,  that  "  the  governors 
"  of  all  the  colonies,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  their 
?  itfpeffive  council*,  ftoold  affcmble,  and  conceit  meafurea  for 

"  tho 
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where  they  have  no  reprefentation.  It  is  very 
poffible,  that  this  general  government  might  be 
as  well  and  faithfully  administered  without  the 
people,  as  wijh  them ;  but  where  heavy  burdens 
are  to  be  laid  upon  them,  it  has  been  found  ufe- 
ful  to  make  it,  as  much  as  poffible,  their  own 
zO:$  for  they  bear  better,  when  they  have,  or 
think  they  have  fome  fhare  in  the  dire&ion ;  and 
when  any  public  meafures  are  generally  grievons 
or  even  diftafteful,  to  the  people,  the  wheels  of 
government  move  more  heavily. 

"  the  defence  of  the  whole,  eitft  forts  where  they  judged  proper, 
"  and  raife  what  troops  they  thought  neceftary,  with  power  to 
"  draw  on  the  treafury  here  for  the  fams  that  fhould  be  wanted, 
"  and  the  treafury  to  be  reimburfed  by  a  tax  bud  on  the  colomt* 
44  -fy  *&  of  partiaMint  "--This  Nrwplan  being  communicated  by 

*  Governor  Shirley  to  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  (Dr.  FrankUn} 
4  then  in  Bolton  (who  hath  very  eminently  cuftinguiihed  himfelf, 

•  before  and  finee  that  time,   in  the  literary  world,  and  whofe 

•  judgment,  penetration  and  candor,  as  well  as  his  readinefs  and 

•  ability  to  fuggeft,   forward,   or   carry  into   execution,  every 

*  fcheme  of  public  utility,  hath  moft  defervedly  endeared  him,  not 

*  only  to  our  fellow-fuDJefts  throughout  the  continent  of  North 
'  America,  bnt  to .  his  numheiiefc  friends  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic) 

*  occafioned  die  following  remarks  from  him,  which  perhaps 
r  may  contribute  in  fome  degree  to  its  being  laid  afide.  As  they 
4  very  particularly  fbew  die  then  fentiments  of  die  Americana 

•  on  the  fubje&  of  a  parliamentary  tax,  btfort  the  Frtncb  power 
4  in  that  country  was  tumefied,  and  fofort  the  late  reuraints  on 
8  their  commerce  ;  they  fatisfy  me,  and:  I  hope  they  will  convince 
4  your  readers  (contrary  to  what  has  been  advanced  by  fome  of 
4  your  coneipondents)  that  thofe  ^particulars  have  had  no  fhafin 

*  in  producing  the  orefent  oroofition  to  fueh  a  tax,  nor  in  diftnr- 

•  hances  occafioned  by  it,  wnich  thefe  papers  indeed  do  almoft 
4  prophetically  foretel.  For  this  purpofe,  having  accidentall/ 
4  fallen  into  my  hands,  they  are  communicated  to  you  by  one  wh# 
f  if,  not  fartialij,  bnt  in  tbt  mft  enlarpd  fenfg, 

4  ALovir  of Bjlitaiic.'    E.] 

R  II.  Let* 
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II.  Lett  br  tot  be  fame  i  concerning  direft  Thxey 
in  the  Colonies  impofed  without  Confent,  indtreft 
faxes,  and  the  Albany  Plan  of  Union. 

S  i  B#  ,  :     Wedneffoy  Morning. 

T  Mentioned  it  yefterday  tq  yqujr  Excellency  a$ 
*  my  opinion,  that  excluding  the  people  of  the 
colonies  from  all  (hare  in  the  choice  of  the  gran4 
council,  would  probably  g^ye  extreme  diffatisfecf 
tion,  as  well  as  the  taxing  them  by  ad  of  parlia- 
ment, where  they  have  no  reprefentationt  Jq 
matters  of  general  concern  to  the  people,  and 
efpecially  where  burdens  are  to  be  laid  upon  them  j 
it  is  of  ufe  to  confider,  as  well  what  they  will  be 
qpt  to  think  and  fay,  as  what  they  ought  to  think : 
I  fhall  therefore,  as  your  Excellency  requires  it 
of  me,  briefly  mention  wh^t  pf  either  MaS  oeour^ 
to  me,  on  this  occafion.  ! 

Firft,  they  will  fay,  an£  perhaps  with  juftice* 
that  the  body  of  the  people  in  the  colonic*  are  as 
loyal,  and  a§  firmly  attached  tptb?  pwfent.  cipft-I 
ftitution,  apd  reigniflg  family^  as  any  fub}?&s  ii* 
the  King's  dominions.  *\\ 

That  there  is  no  reaion  to  dpubjfe  &&  rsadinefs* 
and  willingnefs  of  the  reprefentatives  they  ma£ 
choofe,  to  grant  %from  t^riig ^^^p^tJ^pAB  Aa^c^rlG^pf^lie^ 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  as  fhall  be  judged 
neceffary,  fo  far  as  their'-abilities-^^1.^}^..  :     ! 

That  the  people  in  the  colonies,,  who  arc, *c* 

feel  the  immediate  mifchiefs  of  invafion  and  con- 

i  ^ueft 
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crtieftby  dn  tnettiy,  in  the  lofs  of  their  eftates, 
lives*  dnd  liberties  ;  are  likely  to  be  better  judges 
of  4ht  tjUdntity  of  forces  heceffary  to  be  raifed  and 
ifMdntrflJiefl^  'forts  to  be  built  and  fupported,  and 
of  their  own  abilities  to  bear  the  expence ;  than 
tfcfe  l&rli^entdf  England,  at fogrdat  a  diilance. 

That  gtivferticfri  often  come  to  the  colonies 
merely;  id'  Wake  fbrtutibfc;  with  which  they  intejid 
te-i^'uira-toBrrtain;  atb  not  always  men  of  the 
beft  abilities  or  integrity  1  have  many  0?  them  no- 
eAat&lfertf;  hbran^^aaiiral'corineaions  with  us, 
thdt'ffiduW  make'thdm  heartily  concerned  for  pur 
^elfarfe;  aftd'  mfigh*  pbfiibly  be  forid  of  railing 
arid  Ktfeping  iiptiid&  forces  than  neceffary,  froitt 
t&e*|Mts  jact*tflrig *  to  tiferilfelves, l  *mi « to:  drake 

^TFBte^'^WaiH^  df  «dd1dAi<Sfc, 

being  *g^^\By«ft^rttWiif  on  the  ftCdtiimefi- 
dfftfott'qE  goVirhdrti  jtfe  often  prions  of  fmall 
ertitifes-,  fre^tt^<^d^brft(iteEftbh,  thd  governors  for 
cffi&s,<£WHtoe^ 

-  Wrftasmi^  rtafoi^to  be  jettlotl« 

of  a  power  in  fuch  governors  and  councils,  to  ralfc 
ffetff  4&ft«>  &ti#£  {hsfll  judge  fieceflkty  by  drafts 
on  the  Lords  of  die  Ttetfury,  to  be  afterwards 


^*«S%ttefn^iA^^  fuch 

pftijcJasjiiierely  to-ttfektebffiies  aftd  eifif>loyfn£fitsf 
#*i  fcftjfify  their  Mdlidetfts;  and  divide  profits. 
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That  the  parliament  of  England  is  at  a*  great 
diftance,  fubjedt  to  be  mifinformed  and  milled 
by  fuch  governors  and  councils,  whofe  united 
interefts  might  probably  fecure  them  againft  the 
effefi;  of  any  complaint  from  hence.  , 

That  it  is  fuppofed  an  undoubted  right  of 
Englifhmen,  not  to  be  taxed  hut  by  their  own 
confent,  given  through  their  reprcfentatives  : 

That  the  colonies  have  no  reprefcntatives  in 
parliament.  ; 

That  to  propofe  taxing  them  by  parliament, 
and  refufe  them  the  liberty  of  choofing  a  repre-; 
Tentative  council,  to  meet  in  the  colonies,  and 
confider  and  judge  of  the  ncceflity  of  any  ge- 
neral tax,  and  the  quantum ;  fhews  a  fufpicion 
of  their  loyalty  to  the  crown,  or  of  their  regard 
for  their  country, ,  or  of  their  common  feafe  and* 
understanding ;  which  they  have  not  deferred.  . .  - ,  j 

That  compelling  the  colonies,  to  pay  mone^, 
without  their  confent,  would  be  rather  likenu£ 
ing  contributions  in  an  enemy's  country, .  th«fc 
taxing  of  Englijbtnm  for  their  own  public  bene- 
fit. .  .,;  ,.;  •■  .  f     -    <  '[  t 

That  it  would  be  treating  them  as  &  conquered 
people,  and  not  as  true  Bridfh  fubyeds.     • 

That  a  tax  laid  by  the  reprefentatives  of  $he 
colonies  might  be  eafily  leflencd  as  the  occa^p^s; 
fhould  leflenj  hut,  being  once  laid1  by  parlia- 
ment under  the  influence  of  the  representation* 
made  by  governors,  would  probably  be  kept  up* 
and  continued  for  the  benefit  of  governors;  ta 
the  grievous  burthen  and  difcontentment  of  the 
3  ;  colonies* 
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colonies,   and  prevention  of  their   growth  and 
increafc 

That  a  power  in  governors  to  march  the  in- 
habitants from  one  end  of  the  Britijh  and  French 
colonies  to  the  other, s  being  a  country  of  at  leaft 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  miles  long,  without 
the  approbation  or  the  confent  of  their  reprefen- 
tatives  firft  obtained  to  fuch  expeditions ;  might 
be  grievous  and  ruinous  to  the  people;  and  would 
put  them  upon  a  footing  with  the  fubje&s  of 
France  in  Canada,  that  now  groan  under  fuch  op- 
preffion  from  their  governor,  who  for  two  years 
paft  has  haraffed  them  with  long  and  deftruc- 
tiv«  marches  to  the  Ohio  *. 
.  That  if  the  colonies  in  a  body  maybe  well- 
governed  by  governors  and  councils  appointed 
by  the  crown,  without  reprefentatives  •  particu- 
lar colonies  may  as  well,  i  or  better  be  fo  go- 
verned -9  a  tax  may  be  kid  upon  them  all  by  aft 
of  parliament  for  fupportof  government;  and 
their,  aflemblies  may  be  difmifled  as  an  ufeleft 
parfcof  theconftitution. 

TiTiat  the  powers  propofedby  the  Albany  platr 
of  union,  to  be  veiled  in  a  grand  council  repre- 
fentative  of  the  people,  even  with  regard  to  military 
matters,  are  not  fo  great  as  thbfe  which  the  colo- 
nies of  Rhode  IJlond  and  ConmBkut  are  eiitrufted 
with  by  their  charters,  arid  h^vfc  neVer  abufed> 
for  by  this  plan  the  Prcfident  General  is  appointed 
by  the  crown,  and  controls  all  by  his  negative  j 

•  *  [The  French  translator  has  omitted  that  part  of  this  para* 
graph,  which  relates  to  ti&CoHedians  when  fttyc&t  to  France.  E:| 

but 
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but  in  thofe  governments  the  people  choofe  the 
governor,  and  yet  allow  him  no  negative. 

That  the  Brittfh  colonies  bordering  on  the  French 
are  properly  frontiers  of  the  Britt/h  empire ;  and; 
the  frontiers  of  an  empire  arc  properly  defended 
at  the  joint  expence  of  the  body  bt  the  people  in 
fuch  empire ; — it  would  now  be  thought  hard  by 
a£t  of  parliament  to  oblige  die  Cinque  ports  6tf 
fea  coafts  oiBritainy  to  maintain  the  wholernavy, 
becaufe  they  aire  more  immediately  defendttl  top 
it,  not  allowing  them  at  the  fame  time  a  vote  iti 
choofing  members  of  the  parliament ;  andy  <  as  the 
frontiers  of  America  bear  the  expence  of  their  own 
defence,  it  feems  hard  to  allow  them  no  {hare  in 
voting  the  money*  judging  of  the.  nfccfcflfcty  "and 
fum,;  or  adyifing  the  mcafures. . .  *  .•  ■ 

That  befide$  the  taxes  neceffairy  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers,  the  colonies  pay  yearly  great  fuitt& 
to  the  mother-country  unnoticed  :-*for  i;  Tixes 
paid  in  Britain  by  the  landholder  or  artificer,  muft 
enter  into  and  iacrcafe  the  price  of  the  produce  <H 
land  and  manufactures  made  of  itj  and  great  part 
of  this  is  paid  by  i^rifumcrs  in  the  colonies,  who 
thereby,  pay  a  considerable  part  of  the  Brittfh 
taxes. 

2.  We  are  retrained  in  our  trade  with  foreign 
nations;  and  wherfc.we could  be  fupplied  with  any 
manufacture  cheaper  firom  thbm^  but  muft  $my 
the  fame  dearer,  mm  Britain,  fhe  difference  <» 
price  is  a  clear  tix'to  Britain* 

3.  We  are  obliged  to  carry  a  great  part  of  our 
produce  diredly  to  Britain  *  and  where  the  duties; 

laid 
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laid  upon  it  leflcn  its  price  to  the  planter,  or  it 
fills  for  lefs  than  it  would  in  foreign  markets,  the 
difference  is  a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

4.  Spqie  manufactures  we  could  make,  but  are 
forbidden,  and  muft  take  them  of  Britifh  mer- 
chants :  the  whole  price  is  a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

5.  By  our  greatly  encreafing  the  demand  and 
confumption  of  Britifh  manufactures,  their  price  is 
considerably  raifed  of  late  years;  the  advantage 
is  clear  profit  to  Britain,  and  enables  its  people 
hetter  to  pay  great  taxes ;  and  much  of  it  being 
paid  by  us,  is  clear  tax  to  Britain. 

6.  In  (hort,  as  we  are  not  fuffered  to  regulate  our 
trade,  and  reftrain  the  importation  and  confump- 
tion of  Britifh  fuperfluities  (as Britain  can  the  con- 
fumption of foreignfuperfluities)  pur  whole  wealth 
center?  finally  amongft  the  merchants  and  inhabit 
t?nts  of  Britain  \  and  if  we  mafce  them  richer,  an4 
enable  them  better  to  pay  their  taxes,  it  is  nearly 
the  fame  as  being  taxed  ourfelyes, .  and  eqyally  be- 
neficial to  the  crown. 

*Fhefe  kind  of  fecondary  taxpa,  however,  wc 
do  not  complain  of,  though  we  have  no  fhare  in< 
the  laying  or  difpofing  of  them :  But  to  pay  im- 
mediate heavy  tajces,  in  the  laying,  appropriation, 
and  difpofition  of  which,  we  have  no  part,  and 
which  perhaps  we  may  know  to  be  as  unneceflary 
as  grievous;  mufl  feem  hard  meafure  toEngli/hmen; 
who  cannot  conceive  that,  by  hazarding  their  lives 
and  fortuhes  in  fubduing  and  fettling  new  coun- 
tries, extending  the  dominion,  and  increafing  the 
commerce  of  tfc  mother- nation,  they  have  for- 
•  feited* 
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feited  the  native  right  of  Britons;  which  they 
think  ought  rather  to  be  given  to  them*  as  duerfp 
fuch  merit,  if  they  had  been  before  in  a  ftate  of 
flavery*  —  — 

Thefe,  and  fuch  kind  of  things  as  thefe  I  appre- 
hend, will  be  thought  and  faid  by  the  people,  if 
the  propofed  alteration  of  the  Albany  plan  fhould 
take  place.  Then  the  adminiftration  of  the  board 
of  governors  and  council  fo  appointed,  not  having 
the  reprefentative  body  of  the  people  to  approve 
and  unite  in  its  meafures,  and  conciliate  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  them,  will  probably  become  fuf- 
petted  and  odious;  dangerous  animofities  and 
feuds  will  arife  between  the  governors  and  go- 
verned ;  and  every  thing  go  into  confufion. 

Perhaps  I  am  too  apprehenfive  in  this  matter; 
but  havine  freely  given  my  opinion  and  reafons, 
your  Excellency  can  judge  better  than  I,  whether 
there  be  any  weight  in  them  ;  and  the  fhortnefs 
of  the  time  allowed  me,  will  I  hope  in  fome  de- 
gree excufe  the  imperfe&ions  of  this  fcrawl. 

With  the  greateft  refpeft  and  fidelity,  I  have 
the  honour  to  be 


Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient, 

and  moil  humble  Servant, 

B.  Franklin, 
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III.    Letter  ft  the  fame,  on  the  Subjeft  of 
uniting  the  colonies  more  intimately  with  Great 
"Britain,  by  allowing  them  rcprefentatives  in 
parliament. 

Sir,  Bofon,  Dec.  22,  1754. 

CINCE  the  converfation  your  Excellency  was 
■^  pleafed  to  honour  me  with,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Uniting  the  colonies  more  intimately  with  Great 
Britain,  by  allowing  them  reprefentatwes  in  par- 
liament* I  have  fomething  further  confidered  that 
matter ;  and  am  of  opinion,  that  fuch  an  union 
Would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  colonies  1  pro- 
Nrided  they  had  a  reafonable  number  of  repre- 
fentatives  allowed  them ;  and  that  all  the  old 
ads  of  parliament  retraining  the  trade  or  cramp- 
ing the  manufactures  of  the  colonies,  be  at  the 
fame  time  repealed,  and  the  Britijh  fubjedts  on 
thisfde  the  water*  put,  in  thofe  refpe&s,  on  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  in  Great  Britain,  till  the 
new  parliament,  reprefenting  the  whole,  (hall 
think  it  for  the  intereft  of  the  whole  to  re-enadt 
fome  or  all  of  them :  it  is  not  that  I  imagine  fo 
many  reprefentatives  will  be  allowed  the  colonies, 
as  to  have  any  great  weight  by  their  numbers  j 
but  I  think  there  might  be  fufficient,  to  occafion 
thofe  laws  to  be  better  and  more  impartially 
confidered;  and  perhaps  to  overcome  the  intereft 
of  a  petty  corporation,  or  of  any  particular  fet 

S  of 
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of  artificers  or  traders  in  England,  who  hereto- 
fore, feem,  in  fome  inftances,  to  have  been  more 
regarded  than  all  the  colonies,  or  than  was  con- 
fident with  the  general  intereft,  or  beft  national 
good.  I  think  too  that  the  government  of  the 
colonies,  by  a  parliament,  in  which  they  are 
fairly  reprefented,  would  bevaftly  more  agreeable 
to  the  people,  than  the  method  lately  attempted 
to  be  introduced  by  royal  inftrudtion  ;  as  well  as 
more  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  an  Engtifo 
conftitution,  and  to  Englijh  liberty;  and  that 
fuch  laws  as  now  feem  to  bear  hard  on  the  colo- 
nies, would  (when  judged  by  fuch  a  parliament 
for  the  beft  intereft  of  the  whole)  be  more  cheer- " 
fully  fubmitted  to,  and  more  ealily  executed. 

I  fhould  hope  too,  that  by  fuch  an  union, 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  Ae  people  <)f 
the  colonies,  would  learn  to  confider  themfelves, 
as  not  belonging  to  different  communities  with 
different  interefts,  but  to  one  community  with 
one  intereft;  which  I  imagine  would  contribute 
to  ftrengthen  the  whole,  and  greatly  Jeflen  thp 
danger  of  future  feparations. 

It  is,  I  fuppofe*  agreed  to  be  the  general  in- 
tereft of  any  ftate,.  that  its  people  be  numerous 
and  rich ;  men  enow  to  fight  in  its  defence,  and 
enow  to  pay  fufEcient  taxes  to  defray  the  charge  $ 
for  thefe  circumftances  tend  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
ftate,  and  its  protection  from  foreign  power.  But 
it  feems  not  of  fo  much  importance  whether  the 
fighting  be  done  by  John  or  Thomas,  or  the  tax 
paid  by  William  or  Charles.  The  iron  manu- 
3  fa&ure 
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fa&ure  eiWploys  and  enriches  Britijh  fubjedts,  but 
is  it  of  any  importance  to  the  ftate,  whether  the 
itoanufatfturer  lives  at  Birmingham4  or  Sheffield, 
Or  both ;  finte  they  are  ftill  within  its  bounds, 
arid    their  wealth  and  peribns    ftill  at  its  com- 
mand^   Gould  the  Goodwin  Sands  be  laid  dry 
by  banks,    and  land  equal  to   a  large    country 
thereby  gained  to  England,    and  prefehtly  filled 
with  Eftglifh  inhabitants ;  would  it  be  right  to 
deprive  fuch  inhabitants  of  the  common  privi- 
leges enjoyed  by  other  Englishmen,  the  right  of 
vfcndin^  their  produce  in  the  fame  ports,  or  of 
making  their  own  fhoes ;  becaufe  a  merchant  or 
a  fhoemakcr,  living  on  the  old  land,  might  fan- 
cy it  more  for  his  advantage  to  trade  or  make 
/hoes  for  them  ?   Would  this  be  right,    even  if 
the  land  were  gaihed  at  the  expence  of  the  ftate  ? 
Arid*  would  M  not  feem  lefe  right,  if  the  charge 
and  labour  of  gaining  the  additional  territory  to 
Britain  had  been  borne  by   the  fettlers  them- 
fclves  ?   and  would  not  the  hardfhip  appear  yet 
greater,  if  the  people  of  the  new  country  fhould 
be  allowed  no  reprefentatives  in  parliament  en- 
acting fuch  impofitions  ?     Now  I  look  on  the  co- 
lonies as<fo  nlahy  countries  gamed  to  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  more  advantageous  to  it,  than  if  they 
had  been  gained  out  of  the  fea  around  our  coafts, 
and  joined  to  :its  land;    for  being  in  different 
climates,  they  afford  greater  variety  of  produce, 
and  materials  for  more  manufactures ;  and  being 
feparated  by  the  ocean,  they  increafe  much  more 
its  flapping  and  feamen :   and,   fince  they  are 
-       '  S  2  all 
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all  included  in  the  Britifh  empire,  which  has 
only  extended  itfelf  by  their  means ;  and  the 
ftrength  and  wealth  of  the  parts  is  the  ftrength 
and  wealth  of  the  whole;  what  imports  it  to 
the  general  ftate,  whether  a  merchant,  a  fmith, 
or  a  hatter,  grow  rich  in  Old  or  New  England? 
and  if  through  increafe  of  people,  two  fmiths 
are  wanted  for  one  employed  before,  why  may 
not  the  new  fmith  be  allowed  to  live  and  thrive 
in  the  new  country,  as  well  as  the  old  one  in  the 
old?  In  fine,  why  fhould  the  countenance  of  a 
ftate  be  partially  afforded  to  its  people,  unlefs  it 
be  moft  in  favour  of  thofe  who  have  moft  merit  ? 
and,  if  there  be  any  difference,  thofe  who  have 
moft  contributed  to  enlarge  Britain  s  empire  and 
commerce,  increafe  her  ftrength,  her  wealth,  and 
the  numbers  of  her  people,  at  the  rifque  of  their 
own  lives  and  private  fortunes,  in  new  and  ftrange 
countries,,  methinks  ought  rather  to  expeft 
fome  preference.  With  the  greateft  refpeft  and 
efteem,  I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient, 

and  humble  Servant, 


B.  Franklin. 
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Plan  for  fettling  two  Wefiern  Colonies  in  North 
America,  wit&Reafons  for  tie  Plan,  -754  *• 


TH  E  great  country  back  of  the  Apalacbian 
mountains,  on  both  fides  the  Ohio,  and  be- 
tween that  river  and  the  lakes;  is  now  well  known 
both  to  the  Englifh  and  French,  to  be  one  of  the 

fineft 

•  [For  the  occafion  which  produced  this  plan,  fee  what  J6U 
lows.  I  apprehend  it  was  given  to  Governor  Pownall,  1754*  for 
the  porpofe  of  being  inferred  in  his  memorial ;  but  this  point  of 
anecdote  I  cannot  fumciently  afcertain. 

*  ExtraS  of  a  Memorial  drawn  up  by  Order  of,  and  prefentei 
*  to  bis  Royal  Higbnefs  the  Duke  4^  Cumberland,  1756,  by 
«  T.  Pownall. 

«  In  other  parts  of  our  frontier,  that  are  not  the  immediate  re- 
fidence  and  country  of  Indians,  fome  other  fpecies  of  barrier 
(hould  be  thought  of,  of  which  nothing  can  be  more  effectual 
than    a    barrier   colony:     but.  even   this  cannot  be  carried 

into  execution  and  effect,  without  the  pre* 

vious  meafure  of  entrepots  in  the  country  between  us  and  the 

enemy All  mankind  mod  know  that  no  body  of 

men,  whether  as  an  army,  or  as  an  emigration  of  colonifls,  can 
march  from  one  country  to  another,  through  an  inhoipitable  wil- 
dernefs,  without  magazines;  nor  with  any  fafety,  without  polls 
communicating  among  each  other  by  practicable  roads,  to  which 
to  retire  in  cafe  of  accidents,  repulfe,  or  delay. 
'  It  is  a  fact  which  experience  evinces  the  truth  of,  that  we 
have  always  been  able  tooutfettle  the  Frencb;  and  have  driven 
the  Indians  out  of  the  country  more  by  fettling  than  fighting  * 
and  that  whenever  our  fetdements  have  been  wifely  and  com* 
pletely  made,  the  French  neither  by  themfelves,  nor  their  dogs  of 
war,  the  Indians,  have  been  able  to  remcVe  us.  It  is  upon  this  fact 
I  found  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  of  fettling  a  barrier  colony 
iathofe  parts  ot  our  frontiers,  which  art  nut  tbt  immediate  re* 

'fidena 
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fincft  in  North  America,  for  the  extreme  richnefs 
and  fertility  of  the  land;  the  healthy  temperature 
of  the  air,  and  mildnefs  of  the  climate;  the  plenty 

fiJenti  or  hunting-grounds  of  our  Indians.  This  is  a  meafure  that 
will  be  effectual ;  and  will  not  only  in  time  pay  its  expence, 
but  make  as  great  returns  as  any  of  our  prefent  colonies  do ;  will 
give  a  ftrength  and  unity  to  our  dominions  in  North  America ; 
and  give  us  popjpon  of  the  country,  as  well  as  fettlements  in  it. 
But  above  all  this,  the  (bite  and  cireumfhraces  of  our  fettlements, 
render  foch  a  meafure  not  only  proper  and  eligible,  but  ab- 
folutely  neccflary.  The  Englijb  fettlements,  as  they  are  at 
prefent  circumftanced,  are  abfolutely  at  a  (land ;  they  are  fettled 
up  to  the  mountains ;  and  in  the  mountains  there  is  no  where 
together  land  fufficient  for  a  fettlement  large  enough  to  fubfiil 
by  itfelf,  and  to  defend  itfelf,  and  preferve  a  communication 
with  the  prefent  fettlements. 

*  If  the  EngliA  would  advance  one  ftep  further,  or  cover  them- 
felves  where  they  are,  it  mud  be  at  once,  by  one  large  ftep  over 
the  mountains,  with  a  numerous  and  military  colony,  where 
fuch  fhould  be  fettled,  I  do  not  take  upon  tne  to  fay :  at  piefent 
I  (hall  only  joint  out  the  meafure  and  the  nature  of  it,  by  in- 
ferring two  ichemes,  one  of  Mr.  Franklin's,  the  other  of  your 
memorialing;  and  if  I 'might  indulge  myfelf  with  fcheming,  I 
fhould  imagine  that  two  men.  were  fufficient,  and  oahr  jequulte 
and  proper:  one  at  the  back  of  Virginia,  filling  up  the  vacant 
(pace  between  the  five  nations  and  fouthern  confederacy,  and 
connecting,  into  one  fyftem,  our  barrier;  the  other  fbmewhtre 
in  the  Cohafs  or  Connecticut  river,  or  wherever  beft .  adapted  to 
cover  the  New  England  colonies.  Thefe,  with  the  little  fettle- 
ments  mentioned  above  in  the  Indian  countries,  complete  mf 
idea  of  this  branch.'  See  Governor  PownalT/  Admniftratk*  of 
the  Colonics.    Vol.  II.  p.  2x8—231,  5th  Edition. 

The  reader  mnft  carry  along  with  him  a  diftin&ion  between  the 
plans  of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Governor  PownaU  here  referred  to.  Tit 
srft,  (which  is  before  him)  is  particular,  and  pronofes  a  plan  for 
two  fettlements  in  the  unlocatea  lands  to  the  weftwmrdof  Fenfyl- 
vania  and  the  Virginian  mountain*,  and  u  totally  fUcat  with  re* 
tjpe&  to  a  fettlement  in  Nrw  England:  the  other  treats  of  the  mode 
ef  fettling  new  colonies  in  North  America  in  general,  leaving  the  pre-* 
cife  fituation  to  be  in  foxne  meafure  pointed  oat  by  the  foregoing 
tttra&.  • .  ^ 

The  copy  from  which  this  paper  is  printed,  has  appearances  of 
Wng  rathir  incomtUy  take*  frwa  AeoriginaL    E.J 

of 
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•f  hunting,  fifhing,  apd  fowling;  the  facility  of 
trade  with  the  Indians  5  and  the  vaft  convenience 
of  inland  navigation  or  water-carriage  by  the 
lakes  and  great  rivers,  many  hundred  of  leagues 
around. 

From  thefe  natural  advantages  it  muft  undqubt* 
edly  (perhaps  in  lefs  than  another  century)  be- 
come a  populous  and  powerful  dominion ;  and  a 
great  acceffion  of  power,  either  to  England  or 
France. 

The  French  are  now  making  open  encroach* 
ments  on  thefe  territories,  in  defiance  of  our  known 
rights;  and,  if  we  longer  delay  to  fettle  that 
'country,  and  fuffer  them  to  poflefs  it,— thefe  in- 
conveniences  and  mijebiefs  will  probably  follow ; 

j.  Our  people,  being  confined  to  the  country 
between  the  fea  and  the  mountains,  cannot  much 
more  increafe;  in  number;  people  incrcafing  in 
.proportion  to  their  room  and  means  of  fubfiftence. 
{See  the  Observations  on  the  Increafe  of  Mankind, 
&c.  p.  I.) 

a*  The  French  will  increafe  much  more,  by 
that  acquired  room  and  plenty  of  fubfiitence,  and 
becopie  a  great  people  behind  us. 

3.  Many  of  our  debtors,  and  loofe  Englifh 
people,  our  German  feryants,  and  flaves,  will 
probably  defert  to  them  y  and  increafe  their  num- 
bers and  ftrength,  to  the  leffening  and  weakening 
of  ours. 

4,  They  will  cut  us  off  from  all  commerce  and 
alliance  with  the  weftern  Indians,  to  the  great 

prejudice 
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prejudice  of  Britain,  by  preventing  the  fale  add 
confumption  of  its  manufactures. 

5.  Tney  will  both  in  time  of  peace  and  war 
(as  they  have  always  done  againft  New  England) 
fet  the  Indians  on  to  harafs  our  frontiers,  kill  and 
fcalp  our  people,  and  drive  in  the  advanced  fet- 
tiers ;  and  fo,  in  preventing  our  obtaining  more 
fubfiftence  by  cultivating  of  new  lands,  they  dif- 
courage  our  marriages,  and  keep  our  people  from 
increalings  thus  (if  the  expreflion  may  be  allowed) 
killing  thoufands  of  our  children  before  they  are 
born.  — -  —  — - 

If  two  ftrong  colonies  ofEngli/h  were  fettled 
between  the  Ohio  and  lake  Erie,  in  the  places 
hereafter  to  be  mentioned,  —  thefe  advantages 
might  be  expected : 

1.  They  would  be  a  great  fecurity  to  the  fron* 
tiers  of  our  other  colonies ;  by  preventing  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  French  and  French  Indians  of  Ca- 
nada, on  the  back  parts  of  Penfylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  the  Carolina^;  and  the  frontiers  of 
fuch  new  colonies  would  be  much  more  eafily 
defended,  than  thofe  of  the  colonies  laft  men- 
tioned now  can  be,  as  will  appear  hereafter. 

2.  The  dreaded  junction  of  the  French  fettle- 
ments  in  Canada,  with  thofe  of  Louifiana  would 
be  prevented. 

3.  In  cafe  of  a  war,  it  would  be  eafy,  from 
thofe  new  colonies,  to  annoy  Louifiana  by  going 
down  the  Ohio  and  Mifiiffippi ;  and  the  fouthera 

3  part 
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part  of  Canada  by  failing  over  the  lakes;  and 
thereby  confine  the  French  within  narrower 
limits. 

4.  We  fhould  fecure  the  friendfhip  and  trade 
of  the  Miamis  or  H'wigtweesy  (a  numerous  peo- 
ple, confifting  of  many  tribes,  inhabiting  the 
country  between  the  weft  end  of  lake  Erie,  and 
fhe  fouth  end  of  lake  Hurons,  and  the  Ohio ;) 
who  are  at  prefent  diflatisfied  with  the  French, 
and  fond  of  the  Englifh,  and  would  gladly  en- 
courage and  protedt  an  infant  Englifli  fettlement 
in  or  near  their  country,  as  fome  of  their  chiefs 
have  declared  to  the  writer  of  this  memoir. 
Further,  by  means  of  the  lakes,  the  Ohio,  and  the 
Miffiffippi,  our  trade  might  be  extended  through 
a  vaft  country,  among  .many  numerous  anddif- 
^tant.  nations,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  Britain. 

5.  The  fettlement  of.  all  the  intermediate 
lands,  between  the  preient.  frontiers  of  our  co- 
lonies on  one  fide,  and  the  lakes  and  Miffiflippi 
>on  the  other;  would  be  facilitated  and  fpeedily 
executed,  to  the  great  increafe  of  Engftfomen, 
.Englijh  trade,  and  EngAftrpower. 

The  grants  to  mod  of  the  colonies,  are  of 
long   narrow  flips  .of  land,  extending  weft  froin 
-the  Atlantick  to  the  South  Sea.     They  are  mri6h- : 
too  long  for  their  breadth ;  the  extremes  at  too ' 
.  great  a  diftance ;  and  therefore  unfit  to  be  con- 
tinued under  their  prefent  dimenfions. 

Several  .of  the  old  colonies  may  conveniently 

; be  limited  weftward  by  the  Allegeny.or  Apala- 

<chiah  mountains;  and _pew colonies  formed  weft 

.**£ thole  mountains.   *       T  A  fin- 
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A  fingle  old  colony  does  not  feem  ftrong 
enough  to  extend  itfelf  otherwife  than  inch  by 
inch:  it  cannot  venture  a  fettlement,  far.diftant 
from,  the  main  bodyf  being  unable  to  fupport  it : 
But  t  if  the  colonies  were  united  under  one  go- 
vernor general  and  grand  council,  agreeable1  to 
\b&,  Albany  Plan,  they  might :eafily,  by  thefit;  joint 
force,  eftab]^toaeor;m©r£-newc^  when- 

ever they  fhoufd  judge  it  necefiary r  or  advanta- 
geous to  the  intereft  of  the  whole.  —  —  — ' 

But  if  fuch  union  (hould  not  take  place,  it  is 
propofed  that  two  charters  be  granted,  each  for 
fome  considerable  part  of  the  lands  weft  of 
N  Penfylvania  and  the  Virginian  mountains,  to  a 
number  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Britain ; 
with  fiich  Americans,  as  lhall  join  them  in  con- 
tributing to  the  fettlement  of  thofe  lands,  either 
by  paying  a  proportion  of  the  expence  of  mak- 
ing fuch  fettlements,  or  by  aftually  going  thi- 
ther in  perfon,  and  fettling  thetnfelves  and  fa- 
milies. ;  ' 

That  by  fuch  charters  it  be  granted,  that  eve- 
ry actual  fettler  be  intitjbd  to  a  tra<ft  of  acres 
for  himfelf,  and  acres  for  every  poll  in  the, 

family  he  carries  with  him;*  and  that  every  con^ 
tributor  of  guineas  be  in  titled  to  a  quantity 

of  acres,    equal  to  the  (hare  of  a  fingle  fettler, 
for  every  fuch  fum  of  guineas  contributed  ; 

and  paid  to  the  colony  treafurer ;  a  contributor 
for  (hares  to  have  an  additional  (hare  gratis ; , 

that  fet  tiers  may  like  wife  be  contributors,  anil 
have  right  of  land  in  both  capacities; 

That 
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That  as  many  and  as  great  privileges  and  powers 
of  government,  be  granted  to  tne  contributors  and 
fettlers,  as  his  Majefty  in  his  wifdom  fhall  think 
moft  fit  for  their  benefit  and  encouragement,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  general  good'  of  the  Briti/h  em- 
pire :  for  extraordinary  privileges  and  liberties, 
with  lands  on  eafy  terms,  are  ftrong  inducements 
to  people  to  hazard  their  perfons  and  fortunes  in 
fettling  new  countries  ;  and  fuch  powers  of  go- 
vernment as  (though  fuitable  and  much  to  the 
circumftances,  and  fit  to  bfe  trufted  with  an  infant 
colony)  might  be  judged  unfit  when  it  becomes 
populous,  and  powerful  j  thefe  might  be  granted 
for  a  term  only  5  as  the  choice  of  their  own  go- 
vernor, for  ninety -nine  years; — the  fupport  of 
government  in  the  [colonies]  of  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Ifland,  (which  now  enjoy  that  and 
Other  likeiprivileges)  being  much  lef*  erpenfire, 
than  ia  the  colonies  under  the  immediate  govern- 
ment of  the  crown,  and  the  constitution  more  in- 
viting* 

That  the  firft  contributors  to  the  amount  of 
guineas  be  empowered  to  choofe  a  treafqrer 
to  receive  the  contribution^     , 

That  no  contributions  be  paid  till  the  fum  of 
thoufand  guineas  be  fubfcribed. 

That  the  money  thus  raifed,  be  applied  to  the 
purchafe  of  the  lands  from  the  Six  Nations  and 
other  Indians,  and  of  provifions,  ftores,  arms, 
ammunition,  carriages,  &c-  for  the  fettlers  j,  who , 
after  having  entered  their  names  with  the  trea- 
surer* or  perfon  by  him  appointed  to  receive  and 

T  z  enter 
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enter  them,  are,  upon  public  notice  given  for 
that  purpofe,  to  rendezvous  at  a  place  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  march  in  a  body  to  the  place  deftined 
for  their  fettlement,  under  the  [charge]  of  the 
government  to  be  eftablifhed  over  them.  Such 
rendezvous  and  march  however  not  to  be  diredted* 
till  the  number  of  names  of  fettlers  entered, 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  amount  at  leaft  to 
thou  land.  — •  —  — • 

It  is  apprehended,  that  a  great  fum  of  money 
taight  be  raifed  in  America  on  fuch  a  fcheme  as- 
this ;  for  there  are  many  who  would  be  glad 
of  any  opportunity,  by  advancing  a  fmall  fum 
atpreient,  to  fecure  land  for  their  children,  which 
might  in  a  few  years  become,  very  valuable; 
and  a  great  number  it  is  thought  of  adtual  fettlers, 
might  likewife  be  engaged,  (fome  from  each- 
of  our  prefent  colonies)  Sufficient  to  carry  it  into 
full  execution  by  their  ftrength  and  numbers;' 
provided  only  that  the  crown  would  be  at  the 
expencc  of  removing  the  little  forts  the  French 
haveere&ed  in  their  incroachments  on  hisMajefty's 
territories,  and  fupporting  a  ftrong  one  near  the 
falls  of  Niagara;  with  a  few  fmall  armed  veflels, 
or  half-gallies  to  cruize  on  the  lakes.  *  *.  *  *  * 

For  the  fecurity  of  this  colony  in  its  infancy t* 
a  fmall  fort  might  be  ere&ed  and  for  fome  tape 
maintained  at  Buffdlonic  on  the  Ohio,  above  the 
fettlement;  and  another  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Hioaga,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  lake  Erie,  where  a 
3  P°rt 
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port  fhould  be  formed,  and  a  town  ere&ed,  for 
the  trade  of  the  lakes. — The  colonifts  for  this 
fettlement  might  march  by  land  through  Penfyl- 


vama. 


The   river  Siotha,   which  njris  into  the  Ohio 
about  two  hundred  miles  below  Logs.Town,  is 
fcppofed  the  fitted:  feat  for  the  other  colony,  there 
being  for  forty  miles  on  each  fide  of  it  and  quite 
up  to  its  heads,  a  body  of  all  rich  land ;  the  fined 
fpot  of  its  bignefs  in  all  North  America,  and  has 
the  particular  advantage  of  fea-coal  in  plenty  (even 
above  ground  in  two  places)  for  fewelf  when  the 
woods'  fhall  be  deftroyed.  This  colony  would  have 
the   trade  of  the  Miamis  or  Twigtwees*  and 
fhould,  at  firft,  have  a  fmall  fort  near  Hockkbkin, 
at  the  head  of  the  river;    and  another  near  the 
mouth   of  Wabafh.      Sandofki,    a  French  fort 
near  the  lake  Erie,  fhould  alfo  betaken;  and  all 
the  little  French  forts  fouth  and  weft  of  the  lakes, 
quite  to  the  Miffiflippi,   be  removed,    or  taken 
and  garnfbned  by  the  Englifh. — The  colonifts  for 
this-' Settlement  might  affemble  near  the  heads  qf 
the  rivers  in  Virginia,  and  march  over  land  to  the 
navigable  brancnes  of  the  Kanhawa,  where  they 
might  embark  with  all  their  baggage  and  provifi- 
'  ons,  and  fall  into  the  Ohio,  not  far  above  the  mouth 
of  Siotha.  -  Or  they  n^ght  rendezvous  at  Will's 
Creek*  and  go  down  the  Mohipigahela  to  theOhio. 
The  fort  and  armed  veffels  at  the  ftrait  of  Nia- 
gara would  be  avaft  fecurity  to  the  frontiers  of 
\Biefe  new  colonies  againft  any  attempts  of  the 

French 
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French  from  Canada.  The  fort  at  the  mouth  of" 
the  Wabafh*  would  guard  that  rivdr,  the  Ohio,, 
and  Cutava  river,  in  cafe  of  any  attempt  from  the 
French  of  Miffiffippi.  (Every  fort  flbould  havd 
a  fmall  fettlement  round  it ;  as  the-  fort-  would 
protedt  the  fettlers^  and  the  fettlers  defend  the 
fort.).—.—  —  •       y:    , 

The  difficulty  of  fettling  th<;  &&EngI$Jb  colonic* 
in  America*  at  fogreata  diftance  from  England  * 
muft  haye  been  vafily  greater  thaji.  the  fettling 
thefe  propofed  new  colonicp :  for  it  would?  be  the 
intereft  and  advantage  t>f  all  the  prefent  colonies 
to  fupport  thefe  new  ones  j,  as,  they  .would  cover 
their  frontiers,  and  prevent  the  growth  of  the 
French  power  behind  or  near  their  prcfent  fettle- 
ments  $  and  the  new  country  is; nearly  at  equal 
diftance  from  all  the  old.  colonies  f  and  could  eaiGly 
be  affifted  from  all  of  them.  t 

And  as  there  are  already  in  the  old  colonies^ 
many  thousands  of  families  that  are  ready  to  fwarmr 
wanting  more  land>  the  r^chnefs  and  natural  ad* 
vantage  of  the  Ohio  country  would*  draw  moil  of 
them  thither,  were  there  but  a  tolerable  pro(pe£L 
of  a  fafe  fettlement*.  So  that  the  new  colonies 
would  foon  be  full  ef  people  j-  and  from  the  advan- 
tage of  their  fituation,  become  much  more  terrible 
to  the  French  fetttements,  than  thofe  are  now  to 
us.  The  gaining  of  the  back  Indian  trade  from, 
the  French,  by  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  &c. 
would  of  itfelf  greatly  weaken*  our  enemies :— it 
being  now  their  principal  fupport,  it  feems  highly 
X  probahb: 


•A 
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probable  that  in  time  they  c&uft  be  fubje&e<d  to  the 
Britifh  crown,  or.driyiei\  ouLpC  tHe  cguntry. 

Such  fettlemenis  may  better  "be  made  now,  than 
fifty  years  hence,,  becaufe.it  is  eafiertjafetde  por* 
felves^  ahci  thereby,  preye^  ^tHei  ^rf  qch  :fettUng- 
there,  as  they  feem  now  tb^nteni,  than  to  remove 
them  when  .ftrongly  fettled. 

If  thefe  fettlcment6  are  poftponed,  then  more 
fbrts  and  ftronger,  and  more  numerous  and  expen- 
sive garrifons  muft  be  eftablifhed,  to  fecuxe  the 
country,  prevent  their  fettling,  and  fecure  our  pre- 
fent  frontiers*  the  charge  of  which,  may  probably 
exceed  the  ch^ge  t>f  the  prppofed  fettlements, 
and  the  advantage  nothing  near  fo  great. 
-The  JEbrt  at  Ofwcgo  (hoRl^likewife  be  ftrength- 
ehed,  and  fome'  armed  half-gallies.  or  other  ftnaH 
veflete,  kept  there  to  cruife  on  lake  Ontario,  as 
prppofed  by  Mr.  Pownalf'm  his  paper  laid  before 
tfa?  cotomiffioner$  jit  )thff  Albany  treaty  J. 
*.  If  a  £<xl  was  alfokrilt  at  Tirondequat  on  lake 
Ont^o/pd  a/ettlei^nt  madethere  near  the  lake 
fide,  where  the  lands  are  fajd  to  be  good,  (muck 
better  than  at  Ofwegcrj)  tfte  people  of  fuch  fet- 
tlcments  would  help  to  defend  both  forts  on  any. 
emergency*. 

"  ■     .  •  .  i  •■..•-'-■-  ■*  ■  ■  1 

%  [See  his  Work  above  <j*c**l,  Vol.  II.  p.  234..  ttfy.  a  ibii. 
p.  17Q.it/tf.    £.]    " 

•  [This  whole  fMgoUwa*  negle&ed,  though  the  French  thought 
a  considerable  fewqnent  very,  nra&icable,  in  order  to  get  at  the 
'  ObU.    See  Governor  fvoomat,  VoL  II.  p.  336. 

Dr.FrMnkHn  alio  failed  in  Mother  pmoAl  lor  fettling  to  the 
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*tbe  Intereft  of 'Great  Britain  conjidered,  with  regard 
to  her  Colonies t  and  the  Acqutfitions  of 
Canada  arid  Guadaloupe*. 

I  Have  perirfed  with  no  fmall  pteafure  the  Letter 
addrefled  to  Two  Great  Men*  and   the  Re* 

•  [la  the  year  1760*  upon  the  profpe&  of  a  peace  with  France, 
the  late  Earl  of  Bath  addreffed  a  Letter  u  t<mo  great  men,  (Mr.  Pitt 
and  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,)  on  the  terms  neceflary  to  be  infilled 
upon  in  the  negotiation.  He  preferred  the  acquifition  of  Canada,  to 
acquifnionsintne  Weft  Indies.~In  the  fame  year  there  appeared  Re- 
marks on  the  letter  addrefled  to  two  great  men,  containing  oppofite 
opinions  on  this  and  other  fubje&s.— At  this  moment  a  philosopher 
Hepped  into  the  controverfy,  and  wrote  a  pamphlet  entitled,  The 
intereft  9/ Great  Britain  confide  red,  tvitb  regard  to  her  Colonies,  &C. 
The  arguments  he  ufed,  appear  to  .have  carried  weight  with  them 
at  the  courts  of  London  and  Paris,4  for  Canada  was  kept  by  thepea'ce. 

The  Editor  thinks  it  neceflary  to  add  the  following  further  ex- 
phnatkms.—  The  above  piece  (wpich  firft  came  to  his  hands  in  the 
fhape  of  a  pamphlet,  printed  for  Becket  1761,  ad  edit.)  has  none 
of  the  eight  fubdivifions  it  is  now  thrown  into,  marked  out  by  the 
author.  He  conceived  however  that  they  might  be  ufeful,  and  has  taken 
the  liberty  of  making  them,  but  guards  it  with  this  apology.— The 
better  to  fuit  his  purpofe,  the  idivifion -of  the  paragraphs,  &c.  and  ' 
die  Italics  of  the  original,  are. not  accurately, adhered  nx    It  .was 
impoffible^fbr  him  however  to  alter  one<word'in  the-fenfe,  .ftyle^  or  f 
difoofi  tion,  of  his  author :  Thh  wa#  "■*  liberty  *for,  Which'  .ne'could. 
make  no  apology. 

In  the  original,  the  author  has  added  his  observations  concerning 
the  Increafe  of  mankind,  peopling  of  countries,  &c.  (printed  in  the  . 
beginning  of  this  work) ;  .and  introduced  it  with  the  folWine  note; 
4*  In  confirmation  of  the  writer's  opinion  concerning  papolatiotf; 
"  manufa&ures,  &c.  he  has  thought  it  not  amifs  to  add  an  extraft 
"  from  a  piece  written  fome  years  fince  in  America »  where  the  fafts 
"  muft.be  well4cncg¥ny  on:  \vhicn<U*reaic4iftgs  are  founded;  It  ^ 
* •«  is' intitled,  Obfervations,  &c.M  ** 

With  refped  to  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  authors  of  the  Lifter,  _ 
and  of  the  Remarks,  it  is  ufeleis-  to*  repeat  them  here.    As  far  as, } 
thev  are  neceflary  for  the  underftandiag  of  Dr.  Franklin,  they  are 
tobecoUeiledfrpinhjsownwQrk.    E.]  '  ■• 

L  [   -'''''iridrto- 
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marks  on  that  Letter.  It  is  not  merely  from  die 
beauty,  the  force  and  perfpicuity  of  cxprcffion^ 
or  the  general  elegance  of  manner  confpicuoss  in 
both  pamphlets,  that  my  pleasure  chiefly  wifegy 
it  is  rather  from  this,  that  I  have  lived  to  fee  ftib- 
jeds  of  the  greateft  importance  tQ  this  nation  pub- 
licly difcuflcd  without  party  views,  or  party  neat, 
with  decency  and  politenefs,  and  with  no  other 
warmth  than  what  9.  seal  for  the  honour  aqd  hap- 
pifteft'of  our  king  ^ncj  country  may  tnfpire  *— and 
this  by  writers  whofe  understanding  (however  they 
may  differ  from  each  other)  appears  not  unequal 
to  their  candour  And  die  upiightneft  of  their  in* 
tmtiofi. 

But,  t6  great  abilities  have  not  always  the  btft 
information,  there  are,  I  apprehend,  m  die  R#- 
marks*  feme  opinions  not  well  founded,  ami  fome 
mi&ikes  of  fo  important  a  nature,  as  to  render  a 
fewobfervatfons  on  them  ncceffkry  for  the  better 
information  of  the  public. 

The  author  of  the  Letter,  who  muft  be  every 
wuy  beft  able  to  fupport  his  own  fencimepts,  wHl> 
I  hope,  excufe  me,  tf  1  (Teem  ofliciotifly  to  interfere  j 
when  he  confiders,  that  die  fpirit  of  patraotitixu 
Eft«  other  qualities  good  and  bad,  is  catering  *  and 
that  hi*  loog  fikme  fince  die  Remarks  apnearc4 
has  made  us*  despair  of  Jbeing  die  fubjedfc  nether 
4t&Vkfftd  by  hi*  cdafterly  hajid.  The  ingenious 
and;  candid  Remarker,  too,  who  muft  have  been 
mifled  himfelf  before  he  employed  his  Ikill  and 
addrefs  to  jniilead.  o$ben  y  will  cer&uty*  fince  he 

U  declares 
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declares  he  aims  at  no  feduBim  *,  be  difpofed  to 
excufe  even  the  weakeft  effort  to  prevent  it. 

And  furely  if  the  general  opinions  that  poflcfs 
the  minds  of  the  people  may  poflibly  be  of  con- 
iequence  in  public  affairs,  it  muft  be  fit  to  fet 
thofe  opinions  right.  If  there  is  danger,  as  th$ 
Remarker  fuppofes,  that  "  extravagant  expe&a- 
"  tions"  may  embarrafs  "  a  virtuous  and  able  mi- 
41  niftry,"  and  "  render  the  negotiation  for  peace  a 
€t  work  of  infinite  difficulty -f;"  thtre  is  no  lefs 
danger  that  expectations  too  low,  through  want 
of  proper  information,  may  have  a  contrary  effe&* 
may  make  even  a  virtuous  and  able  miniftry  lefs 
anxious,  and  lefs  attentive  to  the  obtaining  points* 
in  which  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation  are 
cffentially  concerned;  and  the  people  lefs  hearty 
in  fupporting  fuch  a  miniftry  and  its  meafures. 

The  people  of  this  nation  are  indeed  refped- 
*ble,  not  for  their  numbers  only,  but  for  their 
underftanding  and  their  public  fpirit :  they  ma* 
nifeft  the  firft,  by  their  univerfal  approbation  of 
jhe  late  prudent  and  vigorous  meafures,  and  the 
confidence  they  fo  juftly  repofe  in  a  wife  and  good 
prince,  and  an  honeft  and  able  adminiftrationi  the 
latter  they  have  demonftrated  by  the  immenfe  fup- 
plies  granted  in.  parliament  unanknouflv,  and  paid 
through  the  whole  kingdom  with  cheerfulnefs. 
And  fince  to  thi$  fpirit  and  thefe  fupplics,  our 
"  victories  and fuccefies;):"  have  in  great  meafure 
been  owing }  is  it  quite  right,  is  it  generous  to 

•  Itamrk*  p.  6+  t  IN&  p.  7.  t  Ibid* 
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fay,  with  the  Remarket*,  that  the  people  "  had  no 
"  (hare  in  acquiring  them  ?"  The  mere  mob  he 
cannot  mean,  even  where  he  fpeaks  of  the  madncfs . 
of  the  people;  for  the  madnefs  of  the  mob  mull 
be  too  feeble  and  impotent,  armed  as  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  at  prefent  is,  to  "  over- 
"  rule*,"  even  in  the  flighted  inftances,  the  virtue 
V  zfid  moderation"  of  a  firm  and  fteady  miniftry. 
While  the  war  continues,  its  final  event  is  quite 
uncertain.  The  Victorious  of  this  year  may  be  th,e 
Vanquifhed  of  the  next.  It  may  therefore  be  too 
early  to  fay,  what  advantages  we  ought  abfolutdj 
toinfift  on,  and  mdfe  tht/ine  quibus  nan  of  a  peace. 
If  the  ncceffity  of  our  affairs  fhould  oblige  us  to 
accept  of  terms  lefs  advantageous  than  our  pre* 
fent  fuccefles  fecm  to  promife  us ;  an  intelligent 
people,  as  ours  is,  muft  fee  that  neceffity,  and  will 
acquiefce.  But  as  a  peace,  when  it  is  made,  may 
1>e  made  hafHly ;  and  as  the.  unhappy  continuance 
of  the  war  affords  us  time  to  confider,  among 
fcveral  advantages  gained  or  to  be  gained,  which 
of  them  may  be  moflr  for  our  intereft  to  retain^  if 
ibmfc  and  not  all  may  poflibhr  be  retained ;  I  do 
taqt  blame  the  public  difquiution  of  thefe  points, 
as  premature  or  ufelefs.  Light  often  jarifes  from 
a  colKfion  of  opinions,  as  fire  from  flint  and  fleet ; 
and  if  we  can  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Ugbt>  with- 
oflTdanger  f&m-the  £*af  fometimes  produced  by 
cCoiftn»vtrfyf'  wtyy*  ^uH  we  difcourare  it? 

jl  Suppo&ng  thep,  that  Heaven  maty  rail  continue 
to  bled  his  MajdtyV  arms,  and  that  theeVent  of 

•  Rcouikt,  p»  7't  * "  • 

V  z  this. 


148         Canada  Pamphlet. 

this  juft  war  may  put  it  in  our  power  to  retain 
feme  of  our  conquefts  at  thfe  making  of  a  peace ; 
kt  us  confider, 

x .  [The  fccurity  of  a  dominion,  ajuJHfiabk  and 
prudent  ground  upon  which  to  demand  oeffioos 
from  an  enemy .  J 

Whether  we  are  to  confine  ourielves  to  tbofe 
pofleffions  only  that  were  "  the  objeBs  for  which 
"  we  began  the  war*  J9  This  theRemarker  feema 


*  memorials  or  declarations*  or  in  'any  national  or 
«  public  ad  whatsoever.1  But  the  gentleman  him- 
Jblf  will  probably  agree,  that  if  the  Ceffion  of  Ca- 
jia^a  would  •  be  a  real  advantage  to  ms  y  we  may 
.^mand  it  under  his  foond^head,  .as- an;  f'in^m^ 
** nffiatwifct  the  charges  mcurxtfcf'  in.recover- 
trig,  our  juft  rights;  qtherwife,  according; to  fcis 
©wn  principles,  the  demand  ot  XiuaJaJoupe  .caa- 
jhaVe  no  ioundationi-^Thait  .**,  our  claims.  b^Fo^e 
.  ***. ihi  war  were  large  enbiigh  &r  pof5^n\and 
'*'  $pr  Security  toyf/*  though  }t  teems i  i  clear 
point  with  tine ,  ingjentous  ItemarVqy  is,  IrOwn* 
not  fb  with.  me.    I  am  rathe*  iof  the  contrary 

\  But  firfl  fcjt  ^©hfcnrc,  that  wc.  ^  tt^majce 

.thofc^  clainto  jbe^auie  they  w,eVf*laj^:^ouj^  for 

fccurity, ,  but;  fcecauife  vyc  w^  %h^l3y  claim 

•  Remark*,  p.  19.  -f  Ibidf*  '     '    " 

BO 
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no  more.  Advantages  gained  in  thecoarfe  of  this 
war,  may  iAcreafe  the  extent  of  out  rights.  Our 
claims  before  the  war  contained/^*  fecurity ;  but 
that  is  no  reafon  why  we-  (hould  neglect  acquiring 
in&re,  when  the  demand  of  more  is  become  rea- 
fottable.-^-It  thay  l>e  itealonable  in  the.  cafe  of 
America  to  afk  for  the  fecurity  recommended  by 
the  author  of  the  Letter  fl*  though  it  would  be 
prepofterous  to  do  it  in  many  other  cafes.  His 
propofed  demand  is  founded  on  the  little  value  of 
Canada  to  the  French ;  the  right  we  have  to  afk, 
and  the  povtrer  we  may  have  to  infift  on  an  indem- 
Tii&catkm  for  our  expences ;  the  difficulty  the 
•French  thcmfclvcs  will  be  unefcr  of  reftraining 
their  reftlefs  fubjefdts  in  America  from  encroach- 
ing on  t»r  limits  and  difturbing  our  trade;  and 
the  difficulty  on  dm*  parts  of  preventing  encroach- 
'ttents,  that  may  pcffibly^xifrmany  years  without 
doming  to  ottr  knowledge. 

But  the  Remarket  "does  not  fee  why  thie 
*f  afguiments  employed  concerning  a  fecurity  for 
**  a  peaceable  behaviour  in  Canada,  would  ntft 
^;ie:  WqWafly  Cogent  fof  calling  for  die  fami:  tf- 
*  Purity  itiEttrifo^S'  '  On  a  little  farther  ne- 
fleaSon,  he  muft  I  think  be  fenfible,  that  the 
-tfaaattftances  of  the  two  cafes  are  widely  diffe- 
rent.—Here  we  are  feparated  by  the  beft  and 
rtte«reft  of.  boandflttes|  thfe  dfcC«tn>  arid  We;  have 
'pe6pl6  m  or  near  every  part,  iof  our  territory*  Any 


B  ?*g*  j&.  *f  tofchetttt,  -  arid  p. si.  of  the  fttmark** 

^.RMtrkfi.p-.'^ 
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attempt  to  encroach  upon  us,  by  building  a  fort 
even  in  the  obfcureft  corner  of  thefe  ifiands*  muft 
therefore  be  known  and  prevented  immediately. 
The  aggrcflbrs  alfo  muft  be  known,  and  the  na- 
tion they  belong  to  would  be  accountable  for 
their  aggreflion .— In  J^r^rtf  it  is  quite  otherwife. 
A  vaft  wildernefs,  thinly  or  fcarcc  at  all  peopled, 
conceals  with  eafe  the  march  of  troops  and  work- 
men. Important  pafles  may  be  feized  within  our 
limits,  and  forts  built  in  a  month,  at  a  {mall  ex* 
pence,  that  may  coil  us  an  age,  and  a  million  to 
remove.  Dear  experience  has  taught  us  this.  But 
what  is  ftill  wo?je>  the  wide  extended  forefts  be- 
tween our  fettfements  and  theirs,  are  inhabited 
by  barbarous  tribes  of  favag?s  that  delight  in  war* 
and  take  pride  in  murder ;  fubjeds  properly  nei- 
ther of  the  French  nor  Englifli $  but  ftrongly  at- 
tached to  the  former  by  the  art  and  indefatigable 
induftry  of  priefts,  fimilarity  of  fuperftitions,  and 
frequent  family  alliances.  Thefe  are  eafily,  and 
have  been  continually,  inftigated  to  fall  upon  and 
mafiacre  our  planters,  even  in  times  of  full. peace 
between  the  two  crowns ;  to  the  certain  dimini*. 
tion  of  our  people  and  the  contraction  of  our  fefc- 
tlements*,    And  though  it  is  known  they  are 

fupplied 

•  A  very  intelligent  writer  of  that  country,  Dr.  Clark,  19  $s 
Obfervations .  on  the  late  and  pieftftt  Conduit  of  the  French,  jjge. 
printed  at  BoAon  175c,  fays,  'i 

*  The  Indians  in  the  French  interefi  are,  upon  all  proper  oppor- 
4  tunities,  inftigattd  tj  tbtir frufis*  (who  have  generally  the  chief 
4  management  of  their  public  councils,)  to  ads  of  hoftttity  againft 
'  the  Englifh,  crcn  ia  time  of  profound  peace  between  the  two 

3  «  crowns. 
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fupplicd  by  the  French  and  carry  their  prifoners 
to  them,  we  can  by  complaining  obtain  no  re- 
drefs;  as  the  governors  of  Canada  have  a  ready 
fcxcufe,  that  the  Indians  are  an  independent  peo- 
ple, over  whom  they  have  no  power,  and  for 
whofe  actions  they  are  therefore  not  accountable. 
—•Surely  circumftances  fo  widely  different,  may 
reafonably  authorife  different  demands  of  fecurity 
ih  America,  from  fuch  as  are  ufual  or  neceflary 
in  Europe. 

'crowns.  Of  this  there  are  many  undeniable  inftances:  The 
4  war  between  the  Indians  and  the  colonies  of  the  Mafiachufctts 
4  Bay  and  New  Hampihire,  in  1721,  by  which  thofe  colonies  fuf- 
4  fered  fo  much  damage,  was  begun  dv*  the  inftigation  of  the  French ; 

*  their  fupplies  were  from  them ;  ana  there  are  now  original  letters 
Vofjftveru  Jefirits  19  be  produced,  whereby  it  evidently  appears, 

*  that   they  were  continually  animating  the  Indians,  when  atmoft 

*  tired  with  the  war,  to  a  farther  prolecution  of  it.  The  French 
*^not  only  excited  the  Indians,  and  fupported  them,  but  joined 

*  their  own  forces  with  them  in  all  the  late  hoftiliries  that  have 
'  been  committed  within  his  Majesty's  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
<■  And  from  an  intercepted  letter  this  jrear  from  the  Jefuit  at  Penob- 
*;,  (cot,  and  from  other  information,  it  is  certain  that  they  have  been 
•"  ufing  their  ntmoft  endeavours  to  excite  the  Indians  to  new  a&s  of 
^fcofffityagainfthisMajefty's  colony  of  theMaffachufettsBay;  and 
«  feme  have  been  committed. The  French  not  only  excite  die 

*  Indians  to  ads  of  hoftility,  but  reward  them  for  it,  by  buying 
*■  tbi  Envlift)  prifoners  of  tbtm:  for  the  ranfbm  of  each  of  which 

*  they  afterwards  demand  of  us  the  price  that  is  ufaally  given  for 
'  a  flave  in  thefe  colonies.  They  do  this  under  the  fjpeaous  pre- 
4  tence  of  refcuing  the  poor  prifoners  from  the  cruelties  and  oar* 
4  barities  of  the  favages ;  but  in  reality  to  encourage  them  to  con* 

*  tinue  their  depredations,  as  they  can  by  this  means  get  more  by 
4  hunting  theEnglifh,  than  by  hunting  wild-beafts;  and  the  French 

*  at  the  lame  time  are  thereby  enabled  to  keep  up  a  large  body  of 

*  Indianii  entirely  at  tbt  $*&*«  •ftbi  Englsjk? 

The 


The  Remarket*,  however,  thinks,  that  our  regl 

dependance,for  keeping  €*  France  or  any  other  xwut 

"  tion  true  to  her  engagement**  muft  not  be  in 

"  demanding  fecuritiw  which  no  nation  wbUft 

€t  independent  qan  givs  j  bu$  pn  our  own  ftr^nsth 

"  and  our  own  vigilance  V— No  nation  th«t  1W 

carried  on  a  war  with  difadvantage*  and  is  unable 

to  continue  it,  cm  be  faid,  under  fotfi  eireum* 

fiances,  to  be  independent ;  and  while  either  fido 

thinks  itfelf  in  a  condition  to  demand  ?n  indept* 

nification,  there  is  no  man  in  his  fenfes,  but  will, 

ceteris  paribus,  prefer  an  indemnification  that  js 

a  cheaper  and  more  effectual  fecurity  than  any 

Other  he  can  think  of.     Nations  in  this  fitQatiffi 

demand  and  cede  countries  by  alrooft  every  treaty 

of  peace  that  is  made,— The  French  part  of  tlie 

illand  of  St.  Qbrifiopbers  was  added  to  Great  0r^ 

tain  in  circumftances  altogether  fimilar  to  thofe 

in  which  a  few  months  may  probably  placstlic 

country  of  Canada.     Farther  fecurity  has  always 

been  deemed  a  motive  with  a  conqueror  to  be  lpft[ 

moderate:  And  even  the  vanquified  infift  qpop* 

fecurity  as  a  reafon  for  demanding  what  they  ac-| 

knowledge  they  could  not  otherwife  properly  aife.! 

The  fecurity  of  the  frontier  of  France  on  the  fide 

of  the  Netherlands^  was  always  confidfcred;  in  the 

negotiation  that  began  at  Gmruydenbureh,  and* 

ended  with  that  yrqr.     For  the  fame  reaion  they* 

demanded  and  had  Caps  Breton*    But'  a  w^r 

concluded  to  the  advantage  of  France,  has  always 

•  Remarki,  p.  25. 

added 
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added  fomething  to  the  power,  either  of  France, 
or  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Even  that  of  1733, 
which  fhe  commenced  with  declarations  of  her 
having  no  ambitious  views,  and  which  finished 
by  a  treaty  at  which  the  miniilers  of  France  re- 
peatedly declared  that  (he  defired  nothing  for  her- 
'felf  1  in  effect  gained  for  her Lorrain,  an  indemni- 
fication ten  times  the  value  of  all  her  North  Ameri- 
can pofiefiions.— In  ftiort,  fecurity  and  quiet  of 
princes  and  ftates  have  ever  been  deemed  fufficient 
reafons,  when  fupported  by  power,  for  difpofing 
of  rights ;  and  fuch  difpofition  has  never  been 
looked  on  as  want  of  moderation.  It  has  always 
been  the  foundation  of  the  mod  general  treaties, 
i— The  fecurity  of  Germany  was  the  argument  for 
yielding  confiderable  pofleffions  there  to  the 
Swedes :  And  the  fecurity  of  Europe  divided  the 
Spanijh  monarchy  by  the  partition  treaty,  made 
between  powers  wno  had  no  other  right  to  dif- 
pofe  of  any  part  of  it.  There  can  be  no  ceffion 
that  is  not  fuppefed  at  lead,  to  increafe  the  power 
of  the  party  to  whom  it  is  made.  It  is  enough 
that  he  has  a  right  to  afk  it,  and  that  he  does  ft 
not  merely  to  fcrve  the  purpofes  of  a  dangerous 
.ambition. 

Canada  in  the  hands  of  Britain,  will  endanger 
the  kingdom  of  France  as  little  as  any  other  ce£- 
'fion;  and  from  its  fituation  and  circumftances 
cannot  be  hurtful  to  any  other  ftate. — Rather,  if 
peace  be  an  advantage,  this  ceffion  may  be  fuch 
to  all  Europe.  The  prefent  war  teaches  us,  that 
di/putes  arifing  in  America,  may  be  an  occafion  of 

X  embroiling 
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embroiling  nations  who  have  no  concerns  there. 
If  the  French  remain  in  Canada  and  Louifiana,  fix 
the  boundaries  as  you  will  between  us  and  them, 
we  muA  border  on  each  other  for  more  than  1500 
miles.  The  people  that  inhabit  the  frontiers,  are 
generally  the  refufe  of  both  nations;  often  of  the 
worft  morals  and  the  leaft  difcretion ;  remote  from 
the  eye,  the  prudence,  and  the  reftraint  of  govern- 
ment. Injuries  are  therefore  frequently,  in  fome 
part  or  other  of  lb  long  a  frontier,  committed  on 
both  fides,  refentment  provoked,  the  colonies  firft 
engaged,  and  then  the  mother  countries.  And  two 
great  nations  can  fcarce  be  at  war  in  Europe,  but 
fome  other  prince  or  flate  thinks  it  a  convenient 
opportunity  to  revive  fome  ancient  claim,  feize 
fome  advantage,  obtain  fome  territory,  or  enlarge 
fome  power  at  the  cxpence  of  a  neighbour.  The 
flames  of  war  once  kindled,  often  fpread  far  and 
wide,  and  the  mifchief  is  infinite.— Happy  it 
proved  to  both  nations,  that  the  Dutch  were  pre- 
vailed on  finally  to  cede  the  New  Netherlands 
(now  the  province  of  New  TarkJ  to  us  at  the  peace 
of  1 674 ;  a  peace  that  has  ever  fince  continued  be- 
tween us;  but  muft  have  been  frequently  difturbed, 
if  they  had  fetained  the  poffeffion  of  that  country, 
bordering  feveral  hundred  miles  on  our  colonies  of 
Penfylvania  weflward,  Connecticut  and  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  eaftward.— Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at 
that  people  of  different  language,  religion,  and 
manners,  fhould  in  thofe  remote  parts  engage  in 
frequent  quarrels ;  when  we  find,  that,  even^the 
people  of  our  own  colonies  have  frequently  been 

fo 


[A:  B.T.J  Canada  ajecurtty;  but  farts  none.    1 55 

fi>  exafperatcd  againft  each  other  in  their  difputes 
about  boundaries,  as  to  proceed  to  open  violence 
and  blood  died. 

2.  [Ere&ing  forts  intbebackfettlements,  almojl 

in  no  injiances  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  the 

Indians  and  the  French ;  out  the  pofleflion  of 

Canada  implies  every  fecurity ;  and  ought  to 

be  body  while  in  our  power.] 

.    But  theRemarker  thinks  wejhallbe  fufficiently 

fecure  in  America*   if  we  '  ratfe  Englifh  forts  at 

*  fucb  pajfes  as  may  at  once  make  us  rejpe&able  to 

4  the  French  and  to  the  Indian  nations*.9     The 

fecurity  defirable  in  America,  may  be  confidered 

as  of  three  kinds  j  1 .  A  fecurity  of  pofleflion,  that 

the  French  {hall  not  drive  us  out  of  the  country. 

2.  A  fecurity  of  our  planters  from  the  inroads  of 
,  favages,    and  the  murders  committed  by  them. 

3.  A  fecurity  that  the  British  nation  fhall  not  be 
obliged,  on  every  new  war,  to  repeat  the  immenfe 
expence  occafioned  by  this,  to  defend  its  pofleflions 
in  America. — Forts  in  the  ftioft  important  pafles, 
.may,  I  acknowledge,  be  of  ufe  to  obtain  the frji 
kind  of  fecurity :  but  as  thofe  fituations  are  far  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  inhabitants,    the  expencc  of 
maintaining  and  fupplying  the  garrifons,  will  be 
very  great  even  in  time  of. full  peace,  andimmenfe 
on  every  interruption  of  it;  as  it  is  eafy  for  fkulk- 
ing  parties  of  the  enemy  in  fuch  long  roads  through 
the  woods,  to  intercept  and  cut  off  our  convoys, 
unlels  guarded  continually  by  great  bodies  of  men. 
— The  fecond  kind  of  fecurity,  will  not  be  obtain- 

#  Remarks,. p.  25. 
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?d  by  fuch  forte,  unlefs  they  were  connected  by  a 
wall  like  that  of  China,  from  one  end  of  our  fettle- 
ments  to  the  other.     If  the  Indians  when  at  war, 
marched  like  the  Europeans,  with  great  armies, 
heavy  cannon,  baggage  and  carriages  ;  thepafles 
through  which  alone  fuch  armies  could  penetrate 
our  country  or  receive  their  fupplies,  being  fecured, 
all  might  be  fufficiently  fecure;  but  the  cafe  is 
widely  different.     They  go  to  war,  as  they  call  it, 
in  (mall  parties;  from  fifty  men  down  to  five. 
Their  hunting  life  has  made  them  acquainted  with 
the  whole  country,  and  fcarce  any  part  of  it  is 
impracticable  to  fuch  a  party..    They  can  travel 
through  the  woods  even  by  night;  and  know  how 
to  conceal  their  tracks.     They  pafs  cafily  between 
your  forts  undifcovered ;  and  privately  approach 
the  fettlements  of  your  frontier  inhabitants.  They 
need  no  convoys  of  provifions  to  follow  them;  for 
whether  they  are  fliifting  from  place  to  place  in 
the  woods,  or  lying  in  wait  for.  an  opportunity  to 
ftrike  a  blow,  every  thicket  and  every  ftream  fur- 
niflies  fo  fmall  anumberwith  fufficient  fubfiftencc. 
When  they havefurprized  feparately,  andmurdered 
and  fcalped  a  dozen  families,  they  are  gone  with 
inconceivable  expedition  through  unknown  ways.; 
and  'tis  very  rare  that  purfuers  have  any  chance  of 
coming  up  with  them  *.  In  fhort,  long  experience 

has 

#  '  Although  the  Indians  live  (battered,  as  a  hunter's  life  requires, 
'  they  may  be  collected  together  from  aim  oft  any  diftance ;  as  they 
4  can  find  their  fubfiftence  from  their  gun  in  their  travelling.  Bat 
'  let  the  number  of  the  Indians  be  what  it  will,  they  are  not  formi- 
'  dable  merely  on  account  of  their  numbers ;  there  are  many  other 

1  circumftances 
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has  taught  our  planters,  that  theycannot  rely  upon 
forts  as  a  fecurity  againftlndians:  The  inhabitants 

of 

^^cumftances  that  give  them  a  great  advantage  over  the  EnglHh. 
•The  Engli(h  inhabitants,  though  numerous,  are  exten4ed  over 
*-  a  large  trad  of  land,  joo  leagues  in  length  on  the  Tea  fhore ;  and 

*  although  fonvc  of  their  trading  towns  are  thick  fettled,  their  fct- 
4  dements  in  the  country  towns  maft  be  at  a  diftance  from  each 
'  other :  befides,  that  in  a  new  .country  where  lands  are  cheap,  pec- 
•pie.  ani  fond  of  acquiring  large  traces  to  themfelves  \  and  tbW 

*  fore  in  the  out-fettlements,  they  mull  be  more  remote :  *ftnd  a* 
■  /the  people  that  move  out  are  generally  poor,  they  fit  down  either 

*  Mr  here  wy  can  eafieft  procure  land,  or  Iboneft  raife  a  fubfiftence. 
f  Add  to  this,  that  the  Englijb  have  fixed  fettled  habitations,  die 
4  eafieft  and  jhorteft  paffages  to  which  the  Indians,  by  conftandy 

*  hunting  ih  the  woods,  are  perfe&ly  well  acquainted  with ;  whereas 
f.ttktJSjqfyk  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  Indian  country,  nor  of 
.•the;  parages  through  the  woods  that  lead  to  it,  The  India*  way 
m.  of  making  war  is  by  Sudden  attacks  upon  expofed  places ;  and  as 
•4  (bon  as  they  have  done  miichief,  they  retire*  and  either  go  home 
/  by  the  fame  or  fonie  different  route,  as  they  think  fafeft ;  or  go  to 

4  fome  other  place  at  a  diftance  to  renew  their  ftroke.  If  a  Sufficient 
4  party  ftiould  happily  be  ready  to  purfue  them,  it  is  a  great  chance, 
*:  whether  in  a  country  confifting  of  woods  and  fwamps,  which  the 

*  EngUJb  are  not  acquainted  with,  the  enemy  do  not  lie  in  ainbufli. 
4  for  them  in  fome  convenient  place,  and  from  thence  deftroy  them.' 
\  If  this  fliould  not  be  the  cafe,  but  xhtEnglifi  fhould  purfue  them, 
■f  as  foon  as  they  have  gained  the  rivers,  by  means  of  their  canoes, 

*  (to  the  ufe  of  which  they  are  brought  up  from  their  infancy)  they 

*  prefendy  get  out  of  their  reach:  further,  if  a  body  of  men  were 
4  to  march  into  their  country,  to  the  places  where  they  are  fettled, 
'  they  can,  upon  the  leaft  notice,  without  great  difadvantage,  quit 

*  their  prefent  habitations,  and  betake  themfelves  to  new  ones.' 
^Clark's  Obfervations,  d.  13. 

'  It  has  been   already  remarked,  that  the  tribes  of  the  Indians 

;  *  living  upon  the  lakes  and  rivers  that  run  upon  the  back  of  the  E*g- 

'•*  Mb   Settlements   in  NwrtB  Jmtrfca,  are  very  numerous,  and  can 

4  furnifti  a  ereat  number  of  fighting  men,  all  perfectly  well  acquaint- 

*  ed  with  the  ufe  of  arms  as  foon  as  capable  of  carrying  them,  as 

*  they  get  the  whole  of  their  fubfiftence  from  hunting;  and  that 
'«  this  army,  large  as  k  may  be,  can  be  maintained  by  the  French 

4  without  any  expence.     From  their  numbers,  their  Situation,  and 

4  the  rivers  that  run  into  the  Engkjfb  Settlements,  it  is  eafy  to  con* 

3  *  ceivc 
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of  Hackney  might  as  well  rely  upon  the  tower  of 
London  to  fecure  them  againft  highwaymen  and 
houfebreakers. — As  to  the  third  kind  of  fecurity* 
that  we  (hall  not,  in  a  few  years,  have  all  we  have 
now  done,  to  do  over  again  in  America;  and  be  ob- 
liged to  employ  the  fame  number  of  troops,  and: 
{hips,  at  the  fame  immenie  expence  to  defend  our 
poflefllons  there,  while  we  are  in  proportion  weak- 
ened here  :  fuch  forts  I  think  cannot  prevent  this; 
During  a  peace,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  the  French, 
who  are  adroit  at  fortifying,  will  likewife  ere& 
forts  in  the  raoft  advantageous  places  of  the  coun* 
try  we  leave  them ;  which  will  make  it  more  diffi- 
cult than  ever  to  be  reduced  in  cafe  of  another  war* 
We  know  by  the  experience  of  this  war,  ho\jr 
extremely  difficult  it  is  to  march  an  army  through  *" 
the  American  woods,  with  it*  ncceffary  cannon  and 

•■  ceive  that  they  can  at  any  time  make  an  attack  upon,  and  con* 
4  ftantly  annoy  as-many  of  the  expofed  Englijb  fettlements  as  they 
*  '  pleafc,  and  thofe  at  any  diftance  from  each  other.  The  efie&a 
4  of  fuch  incurfions  have  been  too  feverely  felt  by  many  of  the  Btitijb 
4  colonies,  not  to  be  very  well  known.  The  entire  breaking  up 
4  places  that  had  been  for  a  considerable  time  fettled  at  a  great  ex- 
4  pence,  both  of  labour  and  money ;  burning  the  houfes,  deftroy- 
4  xng  the  (lock,  killing  and  making  prifoners  great  numbers  of 
4  the  inhabitants,  with  all  the  cruel,  ufage  they  meet  with  in  their 
£  captivity,  is  only  a  part  of  the  fcene.     All  other  places  that  are. 

*  expofed  are  kept  in  continual  terror;  the  lands  lie  wafte  and  un» 
4  cultivated,  from  the  danger,  that  attends  thofe  that  (hall  prefume  to 
4  work  upon  them :  befidea  the  immenfe  charge  the  governments 
4  muft  be  at  in, a  very  inefie&ual  manner  to  defend  their  extended*. 
4  frontiers;  and  all  this  from  the  influence  the  French  have  had 
**  over,  but  comparatively,  a  few  of  the  Indians, — To  the  fame  or. 
4  greater  evils  11x11  will  every  one  of  the  colonies  be  expofed,  when* 
4  ever  the  fame  influence  (hall  be  extended  to  the  whole  body  of. 

*  them/    Ibid.  p.  20. 
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ftores,  fufffcient  to  reduce  a  very  flight  fort.  The 
accounts  at  the  treafury  will  tell  you  what  amaz- 
ing (urns  we  have  necefiarily  fpent  in  the  expedi- 
tions againft  two  very  trifling  forts,  Duquefne  and 
Crown  Point.  While  the  French  retain  their  in- 
fluence over  the  Indians,  they  can  eaflly  keep  our 
long  extended  frontier  in  continual  alarm,  by  a 
vety  few  of  thofe  people  ;  and  with  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  regulars  and  militia,  in  fuch  a  country,  we 
And  they  can  keep  an  army  of  ours  in  full  em- 
ploy fpr  feyeral  years.  We  therefore  (hall  not 
need  to^  be  told  by  our  colonies,  that  if  we  leave 
Canada,  however  circumfcribed,  to  the  French, 
"  we  have  done  nothing  *  ;'*  we  (hall  foon  be 
made  fenflble  our/elves  of  this  truth,  and  to  our 
coft. 

I  would  not  be  under  flood  to  deny  that  even  if 
we  fubdtie  and  retain  Canada,  iomc/ew  forts  may 
be  of  ufc  to  fecure  the  goods  of  the  traders,  and 
proted  the  commerce,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  mif- 
jinderftanding  with  any  tribe  of  Indians :  but  thefe 
forts  will  be  bed  under  the  care  of  the  colonies 
interefted  in  the  Indian  trade,  and  garrifoned  by 
their  provincial  forces,  and  at  their  own  expence* 
Xheir  own  intereft  will  then  induce  the  American 
govern6*ent$  to  take  care  of  fuch  forts  in  propor- 
tion ta  their  importance ;  and  fee  that  the  officers 
Jceep  their  corps  full,  and  mind  their  duty.  But 
any  troops  of  ours  placed  there,  and  accountable 
here ;  would,  in  fuch  remote  and  obfeure  places, 
and  at  fa  great  a  diftance  from  the  eye  and  ki- 

*  Remarks,  p.  26. 
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fpcddon  of  fupcriors,  foon  become  of  little  confe- 
quence,  even  though  theFrcnch  were  left  in  pot* 
fefllon  of  Canada.  If  the  four  independent  com- 
panies, maintained  by  the  Crown  in  New  York 
more  than  forty  years,  at  a  great  expence,  con- 
fided, for  mod  part  of  the  time,  of  faggot* 
chiefly;  if  their  officers  enjoyed  their  place*  as 
fine  cures,  and  were  onl$,  as  a  writer  *  of  that 
country  ftiles  them,  a  kind  of  military  monks;  if 
this  was  the  ftate  of  troops  ported  in  a  populous 
country,  where  the  impofition  could  not  be  fo 
well  concealed ;  what  may  we  expeft  will  be  the 
cafe  of  thofe  that  fhall  be  ported  two,  three,  m 
or  four  hundred  miles  from  the  inhabitants,  in 
fuch  obfeure  and  remote  places  as  Crown  Pointy 
Ofwego,  Duquefne,  or  Niagara?  they  would  fearer 
be  even  faggots;  they  would  dwindle  to  nieer 
iiames  upon  paper,  ana  appear  no' where  but  opott 
the  mufter-rolls. 

Now  all  the  kinds  of  fecurity  we  have  mentiohed^ 
are  obtained  by  fubduing  and  retaining  Canada** 
Our  prefect  poffeffions  in  America,  arefecuted; 
our  planters  Mali  no  longer  be  maflacred  by  the 
Indians;  who  depending abfokitely  on  uafor  what 
are  now  become  the  neceflaries  of  life  to  them, 
(guns,  powder,  hatchets,  knives,  and  clothing) 
and  having  no  other  Europeans  near,  that  can 
either  fupply  them,  or  inftigate  them  againft  us ; 
there  is  no  doubt  of  their  being  always  difpofed* 
if  we  treat  them  with  common  juftice,  to  live  in 
perpetual  peace  with  us.  And  with  regard  to 
»  Douglafs. 

France, 
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France,  fhc  cannot,  in  cafe  of  another  war,  put 
us  to  the  immenfe  expence  of  defending  that  long 
extended  frontier ;  we  fliall  then,  as  it  were,  have 
our  backs  againft  a  wall  in  America ;  the  fea  coaft 
will  be  eafily  protected  by  our  fuperior  naval 
power :  and  here  "  our  own  watchful nefs  and  our 
own  ftrength  "  will  be  properly,  and  cannot  but 
be  fuccefsfully  employed.  In  this  fituation,  the 
force  now  employed  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
may  be  fpared  for  any  other  fervicc  here  or  elfe- 
where ;  fo  that  both  the  offenfive  and  defenfiye 
ftrength  of  the  Britifh  empire,  on  the  whole,  will 
be  greatly  increafed. 

But  to  leave  the  French  in  pofleffion  of  Canada 
when  it  is  in  our  power  to  remove  them,  and  depend, 
(as  the  Remarker  propofes,)  on  our  own  "  ftrength 
€€  and  watchfulnefs  * "  to  prevent  the  mifcbiefa 
that  may  attend  it,  feems  neither  fafe  nor  prudent. 
Happy  as  we  now  are,  under  the  beft  of  kings, 
and  in  the  profped  of  a  fucceffion  promiiing  every 
felicity  a  nation  was  ever  blefled  with ;  happy  too 
ia  the  wifilom  and  vigour  of  every  part  of  the  ad- 
miniftration ;  we  cannot,  we  ought  not  to  promife 
ourfelves  the  uninterrupted  continuance  of  thoie 
bleffings.  The  fafety  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  intereft  of  the  whole,  are  not  to  be 
trafted  to  die  wifdom  and  vigour  of [future  admi- 
niftrations ;  when  a  fecurity  is  to  be  had  more  ef- 
fcduai,  more  conftant,  and  much  left  expensive; 
They  who  can  be  moved  by  the  apprehenfion  of 
dangers  fo  remote,  as  that  of  the  future  indepen- 

•  Page  25. 
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dence  of  our  colonies  (a  point  I  fhall  hereafter  con- 
fidcr)  feem  fcarcely  confiftent  with  themfelves, 
when  they  fuppofe  we  may  rely  on  the  wifdom 
and  vigour  of  an  adminiftration  for  their  fafety.— 
I  fhould  indeed  think  it  lefs  material  whether  Ca- 
nada were  ceded  to  us  or  not,  if  I  had  in  view 
only  the  fecurity  of  pofleffion  in  our  colonies.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  Remarker,  that  we  are  in 
North  America  "  a  far  greater  continental  as  well 
€€  as  naval  power  $"  and  that  only  cowardice  or 
ignorance  can  fubjedt  ourcolonies  there  to  aFrench 
conqueft.  But  for  the  fame  reafon  I  difagree  with 
him  widely  upon  another  point. 

3.  [The  blood  and treafure  Jpent  in  the  American 
wars,  not  Jpent  in  the  caufe  of  the  colonies 
alone.] 

I  do  not  think  that  our  "  blood  and  treafure 
*c  has  been  expended,"  as  he  intimates,  "  in  the 
"  caufe  of  the  colonies"  and  that  we  are  "  mak- 
*'  ing  conquefts  for  them  *  ?"  yet  I  believe  this 
is  too  cpmjnon  an  error. — I  do  not  fay  they .  are 
altogether  unconcerned  in  the :.  event. ,  The :  in- 
habitants of  them  are,  in  common  with  the  [other 
iubje&ss  of  Qfeat  J&itain*  anxious  for  thq^gkay  of 
her  crown,  the  extent  of  her  potyer  and  com- 
merce* tfcs  welfare  and  future,  repofe.  of  the.wholc 
Eritifh  people.  They  could  not  therefore  but 
take  a  large  fhare  in  the  ,affronts  ^offered  to  Bri-r 
tain  j  and  have  been  animated  with  a  truly  Britidi 
ipirit  to.  exert  themfelves  beyond  their  flrength* 

*  Remarks,  p,  26. 
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and  againft  their  evident  intereft.     Yet  fo  unfor- 
tunate have  they  been,  that  their  virtue  has  made 
againft   them;    for   upon   no  better  foundation 
than  this,  have  they  been  fuppofed  the  author*  of 
a  war,  carried  on  for  their  advantage  only, — It  is 
a  great  miftake  to  imagine  that  the  American  coun- 
try in  queftion  between  Great  Britain  andFrance, 
is  claimed  as  the  property  of  any  individuals  or  pub- 
lic body  in  America ;  or  that  the  pofleffion  of  it  by 
Great  Britain,  is  likely,  in  any  lucrative  view,  to 
redound  at  all  to  the  advantage  of  any  perfon  there. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of 
North  America  are  land-owners ;  whofe  lands  are 
inferior  in  value  to  thofe  of  Britain,  only  by  the 
want  of  an  equal  number  of  people.  It  is  true,  the 
acceffion  of  the  large  territory  claimed  before  the 
war  began,  (efpecially  if  that  be  fecured  by  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Canada,)  will  tend  to  the  increafe  of  the 
Britijh  fubjeSls  fafter  than  if  they  had  been  con- 
fined within  the  mountains:  yet  the  increafe  within 
the  mountains  only,    would  evidently  make  the 
comparative  population  equal*  to   that  of  Great 
Britain  much  fooner  than  it  can  be  expedted  when 
our  people  are  fpread  over  a  country  fix  times  as 
large.     I  think  this  is  the  only  point  of  light  in 
which  this  queftion  is  to  be  viewed,  and  is  the 
only  one  in  which  any  of  the  colonies  are  con- 
cerned.— No  colony,  no  pofleflbr  of  lands  in  any 
colony,  therefore  wifhes  for  conquefts,  or  can  be 
benefited  by  them,  otherwife  than  as  they  may  be 
a  means  of  fecuring  peace  on  their   borders.     No 
confiderable  advantage  has  refulted  to  the  colonies 
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by  the  conqnefts  of  this  war,  or  can  refult  from 
confirming  them  by  the  peace,  but  what  they  muft 
enjoy  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  Britim  peo- 
ple ;  with  this  evident  drawback  from  their  mare 
of  thefe  advantages,  that  they  will  neceffarily  lcf- 
fen,  or  at  leaft  prevent  the  increafe  of  the  value  of 
what  makes  the  principal  part  of  their  private  pro- 
perty  [their  land]. — A  people  fpread  through  the 
whole  traCt  of  country  on  this  fide  the  Mifliffippi* 
and  fecured  by  Canada  in  our  hands,  would  pro- 
bably for  fome  centuries  find  employment  in  agri-^ 
culture;  and  thereby  free  us  at  home  effectually 
from  our  fears  of  American  manufactures.— Un- 
prejudiced men  well  know  that  all  the  penal  and 
prohibitory  laws  that  ever  were  thought  on,  will 
not  be  fufficient  to  prevent  manufactures  in  a  coun- 
try whofe  inhabitants  furpafs  the  number  that  can 
fubfift  by  the  hufbandry  of  it.  That  this  will  be 
the  cafe  in  America  foon,  if  our  people  remain  con- 
fined within  the  mountains,  and  almoft  as  foon 
fhould  it  be  unfafe  for  them  to  live  beyond,  though 
the  country  be  ceded  to  us ;  no  man  acquainted 
with  political  and  commercial  hiftory  can  doubt* 
Manufactures  are  founded  in  poverty  :  It  is  the 
multitude  of  poor  without  land  in  a  country,  and 
who  muft  work  for  others  at  low  wages  or  ftarve  $ 
that  enables  undertakers  to  canyon  a  manufacture, 
and  afford  it  cheap  enough  to  prevent  the  importa- 
tion of  the  fame  kind  from  abroad,  and  to  bear  the 
expence  of  its  own  exportation. — But  no  man  who* 
can  have  a  piece  of  land  of  his  own,  fufficient  by 
his  labour  to  fubfift  his  family  in  plenty,  is  poor 
3  enough 
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enough  to  be  a  manufacturer,  and  work  for  a  mas- 
ter. Hence,  while  there  is  land  enough  in  America 
for  our  people,  there  can  never  be  manufactures  to 
any  amount  or  value.  It  is  a  (hiking  obfervation 
bf  a  very  able  pen  \>  that  the  natural  livelihood  of 
the  thin  inhabitants  of  a  foreft  country  is  hunting ; 
that  of  a  greater  number,  pafturage  $  that  of  a 
middling  population,  agriculture ;  and  that  of  the 
greateft,  manufactures ;  which  laft  muft  fubfift  the 
bulk  of  the  people  in  a  full  country,  or  they  muft 
be  fubfifted  by  charity,  or  perifti. — The  extended 
population,  therefore,  that  is  moft  advantageous 
to  Great  Britain,  will  be  beft  efFedted,  becaufeonly 
effectually  fecured,  by  our  pofleflion  of  Canada. 

So  far  as  the  being  of  our  prefent  colonies  in 
North  America  is  concerned,  I  think  indeed  with 
the  Rcmarker,  that  the  French  there  are  not  "  an 
4€  enemy  to  be  apprehended  '  * ;" — but  the  expref- 
fion  is  too  vague  to  be  applicable  to  the  prefent, 
or  indeed  to  any  other  cafe.  Algiers,  Tunis  and 
Tripoli,  unequal  as  they  are  to  this  nation  in  power 
and  numbers  of  people,  are  enemies  to  be  ftill 
iapprehended  $  and  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland 
have  been  fo  for  many  ages,  by  the  greateft  princes 
of  Scotland  and  Britain.  The  wild  Irifh  were  able 
to  give  a  great  deal  of  difturbance  even  to  Queen 
-Elizabeth,  and  coft  her  more  blood  and  treafure 
than  her  war  with  Spain. — Canada  in  the  hands  of 
France  has  always  ftinted  the  growth  of  our  co- 

f  [This  I  believe  is  meant  for  Dr.  Adam  Smith,   who  feems  not 
at  this  time  to  have  printed  any  of  his  political  pieces.    £.} 
•  Remarks,  p.  27. 
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Ipnies ;  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  indeed  before 
it, has  difturbed  andvexedeven  the  beftand  ftrong- 
eft  of  them -,  has  found  means  to  ipurder  thoufantfs 
of  their  people,  and  unfettle  a  great  part  of  theijf 
country.  Much  more  able  will  it  be  to  ftarve  tlj^j 
growth  of  an  infant  fettlement.  Canada :has  Hfq 
found  means  to  make  this  nation  fpend  two  or 
three  millions  a  year  in  America ;  and  a  people* 
how  fmali  foever,  that  in  their  prefent  fituatipn, 
can  do  this  as  often  as  we  have  a  war  with  t^epjj 
is  methinks,  "  an  enemy  to  be  apprehended,"  ; 
Our  North  American  colonies  are  to  be  consi- 
dered as  the  frontier  of  the  Brittfh  empire  on  thaj 
fide.  The  frontier  of  any  dominion  being  attack^ 
ed,  it  becomes  not  merely  "  the  caufe'\of  the 
people  immediately  afFe&ed,  (the  inhabitants,  of 
that  frontier)  but  properly  "  the  caufe"  of  fh$ 
whole  body.  Where  the  frontier  people.owe  and 
pay  obedience,  there  theyhave  a  right  to  look  for 
protection:  No  political  propofition  is  better 
eftablifhcd  than  this.  It  is  therefore  invidious,  to 
reprefent  the  "  blood  and  treafure"  fpent  in  thi$ 
war*  as  fpent  in  "  the  caufe  of  the  colonies"  only; 
and  that  they  are  "  abfurd  and  ungrateful"  if  they 
think  we  have  done  nothing,  unlefs  we  u  make 
"  conquefts  for  them,"  and  reduce  Canada  to 
gratify  their  <c  vain  ambition,"  &c.  It  will,  not 
be  a  conqueft  for  tJbem,  _  nor  gratify  any  vain  am- 
bition of  theirs.  It  will  be  a  conqqefl:  for  the 
whole ;  and  all  our  people  will,  in  the  increafe 
of  trade,  and  the  eafe  of  taxes,  find  the  advantage 
of  it. — Should  we  be  obliged  at  any  time  to  make. 
3  a  war 
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a  war  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and 
to  fecure  the  exportation  of  our  manufactures ; 
would  it  be  fair  to  reprcfent  fuch  a  war,  merely  as 
blood  and  treafure  fpent  in  the  caufe  of  the  weavers 
of  Yorkfhire,  Norwich,  or  the  Weft;  the  cutlers 
of  Sheffield,  or  the  button-makers  of  Birming- 
ham ?  I  hope  it  will .  appear  before  I  end  thefe 
fheets,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  national  war,  this 
is  truly  fuch  a  one :  a  war  in  which  the  intereft 
of  the  whole  nation  is  diredtly  and  fundamentally 
concerned. — Thofe  who  would  be  thought  deeply 
{killed  in  human  nature,  affedt  to  difcover  felf- 
interefted  views  every  where  at  the  bottom  of 
tiie  faireft,  the  moft  generous  conduct.  Sufpicions 
and  charges  of  this  kind,  meet  with  ready  recep- 
tion and  belief  in  the  minds  even  of  the  multitude  ; 
and  therefore  lefs>ciitenefs  and  addrefs  than  the 
Remarker  is  poflefled  of,  would  be  fufficient  to 
perfuade  the  nation  generally,  that  all  the  zeal 
arid  fpiritfnanifefted  and  exerted  by  the  colonies 
in  this  war,  was  only  In  ■"  their  own  caufe,"  to 
"  make  coqquefts  for  themfelves/'  to  engage  us 
to  make  more  for  theoi,  to  gratify  their  own 
?*  vain  ambition."  ,     '  . 

But  fhould  they  now  '  humbly    addrefs    the 

*  mother  country  in  the  terms  and  the  fentiments 
€  of  the  Remarker  ;  return  her  their  grateful  ac- 
c  knowledgments  for  the  blood  and  treafure.  fhe 

*  had'  fperit  in  "  their  caufe ;"  corifefs  that.^noiigh 

.*  had  bejen  donfe;*' for  them  •"  allow  that  k'T$ngT 

<r  lifll  forts' railed  in  proper  pafles,' will,  with  the 

"  wifdom  and  vigour  of  her  adminiftration  "  be  a 

€  fufficient 
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€  fufficient  future  protedtioiij  exprefs  their  defires 
4  that  their  people  may  be  confined  within  the 
4  mountains,  left  [if]  they  are  fbffered  to  fpread 
'  and  extend  themfelves  in  the  fertile  and  pleafant 
'  country  on  the  other  fide,  they  fhoilld  "  increafe 
4€  infinitely  from  all  caufes,"  "  live  wholly  on 
"  their  own  labour"  and  become  independent} 
4  beg  therefore  that  the  French  may  be  fuffered 
4  to  remain  in  poffeflion  of  Canada,  as  their  neigh* 
4  bourhood  maybeufeftil  to  prevent  our  increafe  j 
4  and  the  removing  them  may  "  in  its  confe- 
"  quencesbe  even  dangerous*:" — I  fay,  fhould 
fuch  an  addrefs  from  the  colonies  make  its  appear- 
ance here,  (though,  according  to  the  Remarker, 
it  would  be  a  moft  juft  and  reasonable  one  j)  would 
it  not,  might  it  not  with  more  jiiftice  be  anfweredj 
* — We  underftand  you,  Gentlemen,  perfedtly  well: 
4  you  have  only  your  own  intercft  in  view :  you 
4  want  to  have  tne  people  confined  within  your 
4  prefent  limits,  that  in  a  few  years  the  lands  you 
4  are  pofTefTedof  may  increafe  tenfold  in  value !  you 
4  want  to  reduce  the  price  of  labour,  by  increafing 
4  numbers  on  the  fame  territory,  that  you  may  be 
4  able  to  fet  up  maftufadtures  and  vfe  with  your 

*  mother  country !  you  would  have  your  people 

*  kept  in  a  body,  that  you  may  be  more  able  t<j 
4  difpute  the  commands  of  the  crown,  and  obtain 

*  an  independency.  You  would  have  the  Frencljt 
4  left  in  Canada,  to  excrcife  your  military  virtde, 

*  and  make  you  a  warlike  people,  that  you  may 
4  have  more  confidence  to  embark  in  faiences  of 

•  RenMrks,  p.  50,  51. 
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4  difobedience,  and  greater  ability  to  fupport 
-  *  them !  You  have  tailed  too,  the  fweets  of  two 
4  or  three  millions  Sterling  per  annum  fpent 
4  among  you  by  our  fleets  and  forces,  and  you  are 
4  unwilling  to  be  without  a  pretence  for  kindling 

*  up  another;  war,  and  thereby  occasioning  a  re- 

*  petition  of  the  fame  delightful  dofes !  But,  Gen- 

*  tlemen,  allow  us  to  underftand  our  intereft  a 
4-  little  likewife :  we  (hall  remove  the  French  from 
€  Canada,  that  you  may  live  in  peace,  and  we  be 
4  no  more  drained  by  your  quarrels.  You  (hall 
••  have  land  enough  to  cultivate,  that  you   may 

*  have  neither  neceflity  nor  inclination  to  go  into 
4  manufactures;  and  we  will  manufacture  for  you, 
4  and  govern  you/ 

A  reader  of  the  Remarks  may  be  apt  to  fey ;  if 
this  writer  would  have  us  reftore  Canada,  on  prin- 
ciples of  moderation  *  how  can  we,  confident  with 
thofe  principles,  retain  Guadaloupe,  which  he  re- 
presents of  to  much  greater  value !— - 1  will  endea- 
vour to  explain  this,  becaufe  by  doing  itl  (hall  have 
an  opportunity  of  (hewing  the  truth  and  good  fenfe 
of  toe  ajifyver  to  the  inter? fted  application  I  have 
juft  fuppofed:  The  author  then  is  only  apparently 
and  not  really  inconfiftent  with  himfelf.— If  we  can 
obtain  the  credit  of  moderation  by  reftoring  Cana- 
da, it  is  well :  but  we  fhould,  however,  reftore  it 
at  off  events ;  becaufe  it  would  not  only  be  of  no 
ufe  to  us;  but  "  the  poffeffion  of  it  (in  his  opinion) 
"  may  ia  its  confequences  be  dangerous  *."   As 

•  Rftmrki,  p.  50,  $1. 
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how?  Why,  plainly,  (at  length  it  comes  out)  if  the 
French  are  not  left  there  to  check  the  growth  of 
our  colonies,  "  they  will  extend  themfelves  almoft 
without  bounds  into  the  inland  parts,  and  in- 
creafe  infinitely  from  all  caufes ;  becoming  a 
numerous,  hardy,  independent  people;  pof- 
fefled  of  a  ftrong  country,  communicating  lit- 
tle or  not  at  all  with  England,  living  wholly  on 
their  own  labour,  and  in  procefs  of  time  know- 
ing little  and  enquiring  little  about  the  mother 
44  country."  In  fhort,  according  to  this  writer, 
our  prcfent colonies  are  largeenough  and  numerous 
enough  1  and  the  French ought  to  be  left  in  North 
America  to  prevent  their  increafe,  left  they  become 
not  only  ufelefs,  but  dangerous  toBritain. — I  agree 
with  theGentleman,  that  withCanada  inourpof- 
fiffion,  our  people  in  America  will  increafe  amaz- 
ingly* I  know,  that  their  common  rate  of  increafe,. 
wnere  they  are  not  molefted  by  the  enemy,  is 
doubling  their  numbers  eyery  twentywfive  years,. 
by  natural  generation  only  j  exclufiye  of  the  accef- 
fion  of  foreigners  *.  I  thipk  this  increafe  continu- 
ing, would  probably  in  a  century  more,  make  the 

"  •  The  reafbn  of  ibis  greater  increafe  in  Aihettca  tnan  in  Europe, ' 
is,  that  in  old  fettled  countries,   all  trades,  "farms,  offices,  and 
employments  are  full ;  and  many  people  refrain  marrying  till  they 
fee  ah  opening,  in  which  they  can  fettle  themfelves,  with  a  reafon- 
able  profpeel  of  maintaining  a  family:  but'  in  America,  'it  being 
esfy  to  obtain  land,  which  with  moderate  labour  .will  afford  fubfil- 
ttnee  and  fomething  to  fpare,  people  marry  more  readily  and  earlier 
in  life,  whence  arifes  a  numerous  offspring  and  the  fwift  population 
of  thofe  countries.  '.  'Tis  a  common  error  that  we  cannot  fill  our; 
provinces  or  increafe  the  number  of  them,  without -draining  this^ 
nation  of  its  people.    The  increment  alone  of  our'prefent  colonies 
is  fufficicnt  for  both  thofe .purpofes..    [Written  in  1 760.    £.] 

number 
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number  of  Britifli  fubje&s  on  that  fide  the  water 
more  numerous  than  they  now  are  on  this ;  But 

4..    [  Not  necejfary  that  the  American  colonies 
Jhould  ceafe  being  ufeful  to  the  mother  country. 
Their  preference  over  the  JVeJt  Indian  colonies 
Jtated.] 

I  am  far  from  entertaining  on  that  account 9 
any  fears  of  their  becoming  either  ufelefs  or  danger- 
ous to  us;  and  I  took  on  thofe  fears  to  be  merely 
imaginary,  tind  without  any  probable  foundation.' — 
The  Remarker  is  referved  in  giving  his  reafons ; 
as  in  his  opinion  this  "  is  not  a  fit  fubjeft  for 
?*  difcuflion."— I  (hall  give  mine,  becaufe  I  con- 
ceive it  a  fubjeft  neceffary  to  be  difcufled  ; .  and 
the  rather,  as  thofe  fears,  how  groundlefs  and  chi- 
merical foever,  may,  by  pofleffing  the  multitude, 
poflibly  induce  the  ableft  miniftry  to  conform  to 
them  againft  their  own  judgment;  and  thereby 
prevent  the  afluring  to  the  Brithh  name  and  na- 
tion a  ftability  and  permanency,  that  no  man 
acquainted  with  hiftory  durft  have  hoped  for  till 
our  American  pofleflions  opened  the  pleafing  pro- 
lpedl.  The  Remarker  thinks  that  our  people  in 
America,  "  finding  no  check  from  Canada,  would 
"  -extend  themfelves  almoft  without  bounds  into 
x"  the  inland  parts*  and  increafe  infinitely  fromall 
"  caufes/'  The  very  reafoh  he  afllgqs  fbr  their 
fi>  Extending,  and  which  is  indeed  the  true  one, 
{their  being  "  invited  to  it  by  the  pleafantne/s, 
"  fertility  and  plenty  of  the  country/')  may  fa- 
tisfy  us,  that  this  extenfion  will  continue  to  prcf- 

Z  2  -      ceed, 
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ceed,  as  long  as  there  remains  any  pfeafant  fertile 
Country  within  their  reach.  And  if  we  even  fup- 
pofe  them' confined  by  the  waters  of  the  Mifliffippi 
weftward,  and  by  thofe  of  St.  Laurence  and  the 
lakes  to  the  northward;  yet  (till  we  {hail  leave 
them  room  enough  to  increafe  even  in  the 
manner  of  fettling  now  pra&ifed  there*  till  they 
amount  to  perhaps  a  hundred  millions  of  fouls. 
This  muft  take  fome  centuries  to  fulfil :  And  in 
the  mean  time,  this  nation  muft  neceflarily  fupply 
them  with  the  manufactures  they  confume ;  be- 
caufc  the  new  fettlers  will  be  employed  in  agri* 
culture*  and  the  new  fettlements  will  fo  conti- 
nually draw  off  the  fpare  hands  from  the  old* 
that  our  prefent  colonies  will  not,  during  the  pe- 
riod we  have  mentioned*  find  themfelves  in  a 
condition  to  manufadure  even  for  their  own  in- 
habitants* to  any  confiderable  degree ;  much  left 
for  thofe  who  are  fettling  behind  them.  — 

Thus  our  trade  muft*  till  that  country  becomes 
as  fully  peopled  asEngknd*  (that  is  for  centuries 
to  come*)  be  continually  increafing*  and  with  it 
our  naval  power,  becaufe  the  ocean  is  between 
us  and  them*  and  our  {hips  and  feamen  muft  in- 
creafe as  that  trade  increafes.— The  human  body 
and  the  political  differ  in  this ;  that  the  firft  k 
limited  by  nature  to  a  certain  ftature*  which, 
when  attained*  it  cannot*  ordinarily*  exceed; 
the  other*  by  better  government  and  more  prudent 
police*  as  well  as  by  change  of  manners  and  other 
circumftances*  often  takes  freflj  ftarts  of  growth* 
after  being  long  at  a  ftand ;  and  may  add  tenfold 
3  t0 
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to  the  dimehfions  it  had  for  ages  been  confined  to. 
The  mother  being  of  full  ftature,  is  in  a.few  years 
equalled  by  a  growing  daughter :  but  in  the  cafe 
of  a  mother  country  and  her  colonies,  it  is  quite 
different.  The  growth  of  the  children  tends  to 
increafe  the  growth  of  the  mother,  and  fo  the 
difference  and  fuperiority  is  longer  pieferved.— 
Were  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  limited  to  their 
prefent  number  by  any  thing  in  nature,  or  by  un- 
changeable circumftances,  the  equality  of  popu- 
lation between  the  two  countries  might  indeed 
fooner  come  to  pafs  :  but  fure  experience  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  ifland  where  manufadures  have  been 
introduced,  teaches  us ;  that  people  increafe  and 
multiply  in  proportion  as  the  means  and  facility  of 
gaining  a  livelihood  increafe ;  and  that  this  ifland, 
if  they  could  be  employed,  is  capable  of  fupport- 
ing  ten  times  its  prefent  number  of  people. — In 
proportion  therefore,  as  the  demand  increafes  for 
the  manufactures  of  Britain,  by  the  increafe  of  peo- 
ple in  her  colonies,  the  number  of  her  people  at 
home  willincreafe;  and  with  them,  the  ftrength  as 
well  as  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  For  fatisfa&on  in 
this  point  let  the  reader  compare  in  his  mind  the 
number  and  force  of  our  prefent  fleets,  with  our 
fleet  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  *,  before  we  had  co- 
lonies. Let  him  compare  the  ancient, with  the  pre- 
fent ftatc  of  our  towns  and  ports  on  or  near  our 
weftern  coaft,  (Manchefter,  Liverpool,  Kendal, 
Lancafler,  Glafgow,  and  the  countries  round 
them,)  that  trade  with  and  manufacture  for  our 

•  Via,  40  fiul,  none  of  more  than  40  guns, 

*     colonies. 
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colonies,  (not  to  mention  Leeds,  Halifax,  Sheffield 
and  Birmingham,)  and  confider  what  a  difference 
.  there  is  in  the  numbers  of  people,  buildings,  rents, 
and  the  value  of  land  and  of  the  produce  of  land  ; 
even  if  he  goes  back  no  farther  than  is  within  man's 
memory.  Let  him  compare  thofe  countries  with 
others  on  the  fame  ifland,  where  manufactures 
have  not  yet  extended  themfelves ;  obferve  the  pre- 
fent  difference,  and  reflect  how  much  greater  our 
itrength  may  be,  (if  numbers  give  ftrength,)  when 
our  manufacturers  fhall  occupy,  every  part  of  the 
ifland  where  they  can  poflibly  be  fubfifted. 

But,  fay  the  objectors,  €  there  is  a  certain  dip* 
4  tancefrom  thefea,  in  America,  beyond  which  the 

*  expence  of  carriage  will  put  a  flop  to  the  fale  and 

*  confumptionof  yourmanufaClures;  and  this,  with 
« the  difficulty  of  making  returns  for  them,  will 

/  oblige  the  inhabitants  to  manufacture  for  them* 

*  felves ;  of  ciourfe,  if  you  fufFer  your  people  to  ex*- 
€  tend  their  fettlements  beyond  that  diftance,  your 

*  people  become  ufelefs  to  you :'  And  this  diftance 
is  limited  by  ..fpme  to  200  miles,  by  others  to  the 

.Apalachian  mountains. — Not  to  infift  on  a  very 
plain  truth,  that  no  part  of  a  dominion,  from 

.whence  a  government  may  on  occafion  draw  fup- 

_plies  and  aids  both  of  men  and  money,  (though 
at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be  fupplied  with  manu- 
factures from  fome  other  part,)  is  therefore  to  be 

t  deemed  ufelefs  to  the  whole ;  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
fhow  that  thefe  imaginary  limits  of  utility,  even 
in  point  of  commerce,  are  much  too  narrow.-*- 
The  inland  parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe  are 

farther 
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farther  from  the  fea,  than  the  limits  of  fettlement 
propofed  for  America.     Germany  is  full  of  trades- 
men and  artificers  of  all  kinds,  and  the  govern- 
ments there,  are  not  all  of  them  always  favourable 
to  the  commerce  of  Britain  j  yet  it  is  a  well- 
known  fad:,  that  our  manufactures  find  their  way 
even  into  the  heart  of  Germany.     Afk  the  great 
manufacturers  and  merchants  of  the  Leeds,  Shef- 
field,   Birmingham,   Manchefter,   and  Norwich 
goods  ;  and  they  will  tell  you,  that  fome  of  them 
lend  their  riders  frequently  through  France  orSpain 
and  Italy,  up  to  Vienna,  and  back  through    the 
middle  and  northern  parts  of  Germany ;  to  £how 
famples  of  their  wares  and  colleCt  orders,  which 
they  receive  by  almofl:  every  mail,  to  a  vaft  amount. 
Whatever  charges  arife  on  the  carriage  of  goods, 
are  added  to  the  value,  and  all  paid  by  the  confu- 
mer. — If  thefe  nations  over  whom  we  have  no  go- 
vernment ;  over  whofe  confumption  we  can  have 
no  influence,  but  what  arifes  from  the  cheapnefs 
and  goodnefs  of  our  wares ;  whofe  trade,  manu- 
factures, or  commercial  connections  are  not  fub- 
jeCl  to  the  controul  of  our  laws,  as  thofe  of  our 
colonies  certainly  are  in  fome  degree ;  I  fay,  if 
thefe  nations  purchafe  and  confume  fuch  quanti- 
ties of  our  goods,  notwithstanding  the  remotenefs 
of  their  fituation  from  the  fea;  how  much  lefs- 
likely  is  it  that  the  fettlers  in  America,  who  muft, 
for  ages  be  employed  in  agriculture  chiefly,  fhoul A 
make  cheaper  for  themfelves  the  goods  our  manu- 
facturers at  prefent  fupply  them  with :  Even  if* 
we  fuppofe  the  carriage  five,  fix  or  feven  hundred* 

miles- 
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miles  from  the  fea  as  difficult  and  expcnfive,  as  the 
like  diftanceinto  Germany :— whereas  in  the  lat- 
ter, the  natural  diftances  are  frequently  doubled 
by  political  obftrutftions  ;  I  mean  the  intermixed 
territories  and  clashing  in terefts  of  princes  J.— But 
when  we  confider  that  the  inland  parts  of  America 
are  penetrated  by  great  navigable  rivers;  that 
there  are  a  number  of  great  lakes,  communicating 
with  each  other,  with  thofe  rivers,  and  with  the 
fea,  very  fmall  portages  here  and  there  excepted  *  1 
that  the  fea  coafts  (if  one  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
preffion)  of  thofe  lakes  only,  amount  at  leaft  to 
12700  miks,  exclufiveof  the  rivers  running  into 
them  (many  of  which  are  navigable  to  a  great 
extent  for  boats  aild  canoes,  through  vaft^rads  of 
country);  how  little  likely  is  it  that  the  expence 
on  the  carriage  of  our  goods  into  thofe  countries 
fhould  prevent  the  ufe  of  them.— If  the  poor  In- 
dians in  thofe  remote  parts  are  now  able  to  pay  for 
the  linen,  woollen  and  ironwares  they  are  at  pre- 

fent 

%  [Sir  C.  Whitworth  has  the  following  affertion.  ««  Each  ftateia 
•'  Germany  is  jealous  of  its  neighbours ;  and  hence,  rather  than  fa- 
"  cilitate  the  export  or  tranfit  of  its  neighbours  produfts  or  mam** 
"  fa&ories,  they  have  all  reeourfe  toftrangers.  State  of  Tnuje, 
p.  xxiv.    £.] 

•  From  New  York  into  lake  Ontario,  the  land-carriage  of  the 
feveral  portages  altogether,  amounts  to  but  about  27  miles.  From 
lake  Ontario  into  lake  Erie,  the  land-carriage  at  Niagara  is  but 
about  12  miles.  All  the  lakes  above  Niagara  communicate  by 
navigable  ftraits,  fo  that  no  land-carriage  is  neceuarv,  to  go  out  of; 
one  into  another.  From  Prefqu'ifle  on  lake  Erie,  there  are,  but  15 
miles  land-carriage,  and  that  a  good  waggon-road,  to  Beef  River, 
a  branch  of  the  Ohio ;  which  brings  yon  into  a  navigation  of  many 
thoufand  miles  inland,  if  you  take  together  the  Ohio,  the  MUfiffippi* 
and  all  the  great  rivers  and  branches  that  run  into  them. 

CTht 
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•font  furnifhed  with  by  the  French  andEnglifh  tra- 
ders, (though  Indians  have  nothing  but  what  they 
-get  by  hunting,  and  the  goods  are  loaded  with  all 
file  impofitions  fraud  and  knavery  can  contrive  to 
inhance  their  value ;)  will  not  indufirious  Englifb 
farmers,  hereafter  fettled  in  thofe  countries,  be 
much  better  able  to  pay  for  what  fhall  be  brought 
J|hem  in  th£  way  of  fair  commerce  ? 
r  If  it  is  afked,  What  can  fuch  farmers  raife, 
Wherewith  to  pay  for  the  manufaftures  they  may 
want  from  us  ?  I  anfwer,  that  the  inland  parts  of 
'America  in  queftion  are  well  known  to  be  fitted 
for  the  prodtfdlion  of  herftp,  flax,  potato,  and 
aboVe  all,  filk]  the  foutherrl  parts  may  produce 
olive-oil,  raifins,  currants,  indigo,  and  cochineal. 
Not  to  mention  horfes  and  black  cattle,  which 
tnayeafily  be  driven  to  the  maritime  markets, 
iand  at  thle  fttfrie  time  aflift  in  conveying  other 
commodities.—- That  the  commodities  firft  men- 
tioned, may  ea&yi  by  water  or  land-carriage,  be 
brought  to  the  fea-ports  from  interior  America, 
tjvill  not  fcem  incredible ;  when  we  refledt,  that 
hemp  formerly  came  from  the  Ukraine  and  moft 
fouthern  parts  dfRuffia  to  Wologda,  and  down 
theDwiriir  toA^ehangel;  and  thence  by  a  perilous 
navigation  miind  the  North  Gape  to  England  and 
other  parts  of  Europe.     It  now  comes  from  the 

[The  rivers  and  lakes  of  Canada  perhaps  render  acceflible  (in 
land  and  water)  a  trad:  of  almoft  900,000  iquare  miles ;  the  river 
Miffiffippi,  another  tra&  of  nearly  600,000  fquare  miles ;  the  fet- 
tled, parts  of  the  English  colonies  fcarcely  extend  Over  a  trad  of 
300,000  fquare  miles.   » E*] 

A  a  fame: 
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(ame  connfcy  uprtb&I>wcpet  and^V?%^I?wWy|[t 
wit^h  mxufc  Lan4-r-x^riage.  Great  p?tft  of  t^Rv^^i 
*r0#f  no  higVpri^ 

miles  by  1*14*94  \y^r  f^or^  the  b^ft  of  Siberia. 
F«nr,  [the  produce  too  of  America  J  ajjc  broi^gijt 
to  Amfierdapi  frotp  ajl  p^fts  of  S^b^fifr  eqjea  tl# 
xnoft  remote,  Kax^cb^tfl^n-T^?  f^macfquotty 
furnifhes  me  wi$h  aether 111^$$$,  of  e#9ncj$4 
inland  commerce*  It  is  found  wpr^i  wh^iie  ^o  I|eep 
up  a  mercantile  cpn^npqiqa^on  t$t^eji  Ifcfcia 
in  China  and  Peterfburgh--7?And  none  of  tJ>efp 
.  inftances  pf  inland  cpjptfterQeexfetd  thofe  of  ihp 
c;aurf<?s  by  whi<?h,  at  fever^l  p^riofo  /^  J^fofr 
trarfeoftfaEa/i  wzsf^t^io^\:  ^fore  t|i&prc^. 
perity  of  the  Mamaluke  dominion  ip  Egypt  fixed 
the  ftaple  for  the  riches  of  the  Eaft  at  Cairo  and 
Alexandria^  (whither  they  w«re  birough^  ^qoi  th? 
Red$eaj  ffreajt  p^rt  of  tjiqfc  -qoqqg&difayvrpK* 
carried  to  ife -:(<itifs.cf  C^g^^J^4^-   {T&§ 

Save  birth  to  thpfp  town^,  ^iatfl(ill  fu^iftupon 
ic  remains  pf  tj^ir  ancient  opulence,  amidft  a 
people  and  country  equally  wild,)  From  thencQ 
thofe  goods  wer$  carried  dqjwn  the  Amft/  (the 
ancieqt  Oxus,)  to  tfr?  Cafpfcp  §sa,  and  up  thq 
Wolga  to  ^ftrachan ;  froqa  whence  they  were* 
carried  over  to,  and  4p*?a  tfce  Dqpa  t^t^e  mouth* 

X  [I  beg  pardon  for  attempting  to  remind  the  reader  that  he  muft 
not  confound  the  river  Duna,  with  the  river  Dwina. — The  fork  of 
the  Ohio  is  about  400  miles  diftant  ftom  the  lea,  and  the  fork  of  the 
Miffiflippi  about  90a:  It  is  400  miles'  from  Peterfburgh  fcaWofcow/ 
and  very  confideiably  more  than  4000  from  Peterfburgh  to  Peking 
This  is  enough  to  juinfy  Dr.  Franklin's  pofitiprnvia  the. page  above, • 
without  going  into  farther  particulars.    £•]  "  „ 
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of  that  river  :y  arid  ttfehce  again  the  Venetians  di- 
rtd^y,  and  the  Gentiefe  and  Venetians  indire<31y> 
(by'Wiydf  KaffaandTrebifonde,)  difperfed  them  " 
fhtotfgn  the  Mediterranean  and  ibme  other  parti 
$I£ti?6£6.  Another  part  ofthofe  goods  was  car- 
dial oVb'rt&fr&om  t!he\V6lga  to  the  rivers  Dana 
atfd  freaky  from  hofli  &ey  were  carried  to  the  city 
of  Wifttty  fa  kheBaltick,  (fo  ethinent  for  itsfea* 
Ia^fe)^;  Mid  flfoft* /the  cfty  6ttia4pga  on  the  Neva, 
^6  £&  fofel  tfr^y  were  even  carried  by  thclbwdaa 
tpAfifh^ngiV;  antf'teoni  /thfepce  round  the "Nortii 
6^;— IriMih  Snd  kemp  wHl  bear  the  chargfe  ot 
dtttiS^  'from  this  inland  country,  other,  metsk 
Will,  as  well  as  iron ;  and  certainly  j/£#,  fince  3  d* 
per  lb.  is  not  above  1  per  cent  on.the value*  and 
tf  fffob  ft  ts  to  28  L  per  fonX— If  the  Crrowths  o£ 
a  country  find  their  way  Wt  of -it;  theikfow^f- 
iures  of  thfe  countries  where  they  go^  will  infalli- 
bly find  their  way  into  it. 

They  who  underftaijd  the.ceconpcpy  an4  prin-, 
dples  of  rnanufaiSures,  ^ow,/ tjhat  it  is  unppffi^ 
fclfe  ko^fta^ifti  them  in  pfoces  not^popuious^-^an^ 
eveti  ill  thdie  that  are  pop&obs,.  hardQy  poffible^ 
to  ^ftabKlli'tfeem  'to  the.  prejudice  of  the  places,  v 
dfrtiuly  J^/poJfe^pn  of  tbem^,  Several  attempts, 
haVfc  b£en  ftiade  ih  France  and  Spain,  counted 
rtatfced  by  the  government*  to  draw  from  us  and 
•  *  » 

10  [T think  I  have  been  told,  and  upon  the  beft  authority,  that  a* 
carnage  has  a&aaUy  \ktn  eftabHfhed  at  theft  Vates,  over  land;  to, 
thp  Ohio  fettlement.— Silk*  on  account  of  its  value  and  convenient- 
bulk,  was  propofed  as  a  chief  objed  of  attention  in  this  fetttanen&i 
*-!  

Aaz  eftablifH 
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eftablifh  in  thofe  countries,  our  hard-ware   and 
woollen  manufactures;  but  without  fuccefs. — The 
reafons  are  various.     A  manufacture  is  nart  of  a^ 
great  fyftem  of  commerce^  whiclfr  t&es pn xpnve-. 
niencies  of  various  kinds  5  methods  of  providing 
materials  of  all  forts,  machines  for  expediting  ana 
facilitating  labour,  all  the  channels  of  correspon- 
dence for  vending  the  wares,4  "the  credit  apd  con- 
fidence neceffary  to  Found  arid  fyppprt  tj?i§  correfc 
pondence,  the  mutual    aid  of  &fe^ 
and  a  thoufarid' othef  particulars,  f  which*  'tiQMJaria 
long  experience  have  gradually  eftablith^d.  A  part 
of  luch  a  fyftem  cannot  fupport  iffelf  withpujt  {lift 
whole ;  and  before  the  whole  can  ;be  obtained  thft 
part  perifhes.  M&Tnifadtufes,  W^erdiK,eyVret^p^ 
fe&iori,  are'earrited  on  by  a  mul'tiplicity  of  ^andsi 
each  of  which  is  fexpdrt  *  only  in  his  own  part  j  "  no* 
one  of  them  a!  mafter  of  the  whole  j  and,  if  by  ifiy. 
means  fpirited  away  to  a  foreign  country,  hi  i^iq^j 
without  his  fellows.    :Then  it  is  a  mat Jer  ojT  jne' 
extremeft  difficulty  to;  bet  fiiaile  a  -ppmoie^t'  ^pfj 
workirieb, J  fkrfWd  in  *  all  part s  of  a  m^ujr^ory  ,tcb 
leave  their  country  together,  arid  fettle  in  aJoreig^^ 
Ktrid;r    Sortie 'of  the  idle  and  drunken  may  be  eh-, 
ticed  away;  but  thefe  only  difappdiht  their  cjpo^ 
ployers,  and  ferve  to  "difcOurage  t(ie  Xi^df-^^S? 
If  by  royal  ^tini-ficente^  stnd  "aii  ^expe^p^.  J^f^V^r 
prbfits  of  the  trade  alone1  Would  hot  bear,1  a  com- 
pleat  fet  of  good  and  fkilful  hands  are  collected 
ind  carried  over  ;  they  find  fo  much  of  the  fyftem, 
imperfect,  fo  many  things  wanting  to  carry  on  the- 
trade  to  advantage,  fo  many  difficulties  looWrjri 

come, 
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come,  and  the  knot  of  hands  fo  eafily  broken  by 
death,  diffatisfadtion  and  defection  ;  that  they  and 
their  employers  are  difcouraged  together,  and  the 
project  vanishes  into  fmoke. — Hence  it  happens, 
that  eftabliflied  manufactures  are  hardly  ever  loft, 
but  by  foreign  conqueft,  or  by  fome  eminent  in- 
terior fault  in  manners  or  government  j  a  bad  po-* 
lice  oppreffing  and  difcouraging  the  workmen,  of 
religious  perfections  driving  tht  fober  and  indufJ 
fcious  qu%  of  the  country.     There  is,  in  ftiort,' 
fcarce  a  fingle  inftance  in  hiftory  of  the  contrary,1 
where  manufactures  have  once  taken  firm  root.-—'' 
fjiey  fpmetimes  ftart  up  in  a  new  place;  btft  are1 
ggn^r^ly  Supported  like  exotic  plants^  it  more  dk>r 
jretKe  tha&  they  are  worth  for-  any  thing  but  cttfP 
ofity  $  until  thefe  new  feats  become  the  .refuge of 
the  manufacturers  driven  from  the  old  ones. — The 
coaqueft  of  Conftantinoplc,  and  final  rcciu&ionof 
iheffiet&fttJpre,  difperfcd  many  ctiribiiS  marif&& 
^Inters  into  different  parts  of  €hriftendon>:  The1 
foriger  conqueftspf  its  provinces,  had  btfbre  done1' 
the  &me.   ;  The  lofs  of  liberty  in  Verona,  Milan, 
Florence,  Pifa,  Piftoia,  and  other  great  cities' of 
liafyv  drove  the  manufacturers  of  wpolten^lbth 
intp  Spain  arid  Flanders*  The  latter  fit  ft  loft  thei? 
tfade  m&  manqfa&ures  to  Antwerp  attel  the  ^itiei1 
of BraiAntl  fromitvhence,  by  perfecution  for  teli-I 
giop,.  they  were  fenib  into  Holland  and  England*: ' 
[Wfeije]  th$» civil  wafs  during  the  minority *'6FI 
Charges  the  fa&tif  Spain,  which,  ended  iri; tht  loft1 
ofith^ilib^^pf  Jhfflr  grfeiat  towns;  ended  tdo  in  -the ? 
•   i  *  -  .lofs 
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lpfe  of  the  manufaiaui-cs  of  Toledo,  Sfcgovia,  Sate- 
jnanca,  Medi  ria  del  campo,  &c.  The  rtvocatioh  3? 
the  edift  tf Nantes*  communicated,  to  dl;theP¥b- 
teftant  parts  of  Europe,  the  paper,  filk,  ittd' <&&& 
valuable  manufactures  of  France  $  aitnoft  p&u!far 
at  that  time  to  that  country,  and  till  then  mvafo 
attempted  elfe  where*— To  be  convinced  that  it  & 
rjot  foil  and  climate,  or  even  frdccbm  fi^taafcy 
that  determines  the  refidence  oif  mamfx&tot&rfy 
we  need  only  turn  Our  eyes  on  titeUdtid\  wbit&i 
multitude  of  manufactures  are  ftill  carried  oft  ^fj*Tr- 
taps  morelhan  on  the  fame  extent  of  Ttrtii&fy 
any  where  in  Europe)  and  fold  Wi  terms  iif*iA 
which  they  cannot  be  bad  ihaily <^f[foit  &£ 
the.  world.— And  this  too  is  true  of  tfofogw&tffo* 
w^ich,  tjy  their  nature  and  the  labour  rtiquireeltb* 
take  them*  come  the  neareft  to maftttfaduwsv  -'' 
0  As  to  the  cpmtoion-place  obredion  to  tfofe  Neftb 
A^eric^n  fettlementSj  that  they  arc  &  the  J<M4 
djtopte*  and  tbiir  produce  the  fame  as  t%M  *f >&$&*; 
iqnd\— in  the  ftrft  place  it  it  ntotihsfcj  fcis -fflfrf 
ticuiarly  not  fo  of  the  countries  how  likely  to*  &e: 
^dded  to  ouj:  fettlemehts ;  and  of  our  prefettt  fed- 
Ipnics,  the  products,  lumber,  tobacco*  rice,  ftftel 
ifldigo,  great  articles  0f  comrneti&,  '*to  mi  fhtifa* 
fere  with  the  produfts  of  Engf&fl'^h  th*  ftkkt 
place,  a  man  muft  know  very  'littte  of  thfc  trddfe 
of  the  world,  who  does  not  knovfr,  that  the  gredter 
part  of  it  is  carried  on  between  countries  whdfe 
cKmatg  differs  veuy  little.  Ev^h  the  «rkde'  betffredi* 
this  different  J>arts  of  thefeBri$i&  iUiifaMfrtafy 

fuperior 
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fuperior  to,  that  bet  ween  Engknd  and  all  the  Weft 
India  iflands  put  together  $. 

If  I  have  bipen  fuccefsful  in  proving  that  a  con- 
siderable commerce  may  and  will  fubfift  between 
us  and  our  future  moil  inland  fettlements  in  North 
America,  notwithftanding  their  diftance ;  I  have 
more  than  half  proved  no  otAentnconveniency  will 
arife  from  their  diftance.  Many  men  in  fuch  a 
country,  muft  "  know,"  muft  "  think,"  and  muft 
«?  care"  about  the  country  they  chiefly  trade  with. 
The  juridical  and  other  connections  of  govern-? 
ipent  are  yet  a  fafter  hold  than  even  commercial 
ties,  and  fpread  diredly  and  indirectly  far  and 
wide.  Bufinefa  to  be  foliated  and  cauies  depend* 
ing,  creajbe  a  great  intercourse  even  where  private 
property  is  not  divided  in  different  countries  ?r* 
yet  thi$  diviiion  wili  always  fubiift,  where  difo 
rarest  countries:  are  ruled  by  the  feme  govern^ 
ment.  Where  a  man  has  landed  property  both  in 
tile  mother  country  and  a  province,  he  will  almofl: 
always  live  in  the  mother  country :,  This,  though, 
there  frece  no  trade,  is  fingly  a  fufficient  gain.  It 
is  f^id,  that  Ireland  pays  near  a  million  fterling 
annually  to  its  abfentees  in  England :  The  balance 
Qfta^defrom  Spain,  or  even  Portugal,  is  fcarcely 
equal  to  this. 

Let  it  not  Ipe  (aid  we  have  no  abfentees  from* 
North.  America.  There  are  many,  to  the  writer  s 
knowledge ;— -and  if  there  are  at  prefent  but  few 
of  them  that  diftinguifh  themfelves  here  by  great , 

X  [But  why  may  not  a  difference  of  circumAances  produce  a  trade, 
a$  well  as  a  difference  .of  climate  }>— Climate  ltfelf  has  its  efFecVoniy 
byfecttriig  this  difference  of  circumftances.    E.] 

expenc^ 
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cxpence,  it  is  owing  to  the  mediocrity  of  fortune 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  colonies  $ 
and  a  rtiore  equal  divifion  of  landed  property,  than 
in  the  Weft  India  iflands,  fo  that  there  are  as  yet 
but  few  large  eftates.     But  if  thofe  who  have  fuch 
eftates,  refide  upon  and  take  care  of  them  them- 
felves,  are  they  worfe  fubjedts  than  they  would 
be  if  they  lived  idly  in  England  ?— Great  merit  k 
afiumed  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  Weft  Indies  $* 
on  the  fcore  of  their  redding  and  fpending  theft 
money  in  England.     I  would  not  depreciate  that 
merit;  it  is  confiderable ;  for  they  might,  if  they 
pleafed,  fpend  their  money  in  France :  but  the 
difference  between  their  fpending  it  here  and  at 
home,  is  not  fo  great.     What  do  they  fpend  it  in 
when  they  arehere,  but  the  produce  and  manu- 
factures of  this  country ;— and  would  they  not  do 
the  fame  if  they  were  at  home  B  Is  it  of  any  great 
importance  to  the  Englifh  -f-  farmer,  whether  the 
Weft  India  gentleman  comes,  to  London  and  eats 
his  beef*  pork,  and  tongues,  frefh;  or  has  them, 
brought  to  him  in  the  Weft  Indies  falted  ?  whe- 
ther he  eats  his  Englifh  cheefe  and  butter,  or 
drinks  his  Englifh  ale,  at  London  or  in  Barbadoesi 
Is  the  clothier's,  or  the  mercer's,  or  the  cutler's, 
or  the  toyman's  profit  lefs,  for  their  goods  being 
worn  and  confumed  by  the  fame  perfons  refiding 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  ocean  ?  Would  not  the 
profits  of  the  merchant  and  mariner  be  rather 
greater,  and  fame  addition  made  to  our  naviga- 

X  Remarks,  p.  47,  a8,  &c. 
f   [Whether  our  author  meaned  the  Englifh  or  Irifh  farmer* 
eventually  perhaps,  he  thought  them  one  and  the  fame.    E.j 

tion* 
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lion,  (hips  and  feamen  ?— If  the  North  American 
gentleman  flays  in  his  own  country,  and  lives 
there  in  that  degree  of  luxury  and  expence  with 
regard  to  the  ufe  of  Britifli  manufadfcuresi  that  his 
fortune  entitles  him  to$  may  not  his  example 
(from  the  imitation  of  fuperiors^  fo  natural  to 
mankind)  fpread  the  ufe  of  thoie  manufactures 
among  hundreds  of  families  around  him;  and  oc- 
cafion  a  much  greater  demand  for  them,  than  it 
would  do  if  he  fhould  remove  and  live  in  London  ? 
r— However  this  may  be*  if  in  our  views  of  im- 
mediate advantage,  it  feems  preferable  that  the 
gentlemen  of  large  fortunes  in  North  America 
fhould  refide  much  in  England ;  it  is  what  may 
furely  be  expedted,  as  faft  as  fuch  fortunes  are  ac- 
quired there.  Their  having  t€  colleges  of  their 
€€  own  for  die  education  of  their  youth,"  will 
not  prevent  it :  A  little  knowledge  and  learning 
acqiurdd,  increaies  the  appetite  for  more,  and 
will  make  the  convention  of  the  learned  on  this 
fide  the  water  more  ftfOflgly  defired.  Ireland  has 
its  upiverfity  likewife ;  yet  this  does  not  prevent 
the  immenfe  pecuniary  benefit  we  receive  from 
that  kingdom.  And  there  will  always  be  in  the 
conveniences  of  life,  the  politenefs,  the  pleafures, 
the  magnificence  of  the  reigning  country,  many 
other  attra&ions  befides  thote  of  learning,  to  draw 
men  of  fubftance  there,  where  they  can,  (appa- 
rently at  leaft)  have  the  beft  bargain  of  happi- 
nefs  for  their  money. 

Our  trade  to  the  Wejt  India  ifiands  is  undoubt- 
edly a  valuable  one :  but  whatever  is  the  amount 

B  b  of 
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of  it,  it  bds  kbg  teen  at  MJland.  Limited  as  opr 
fugar  planters  are  by  the  fcantioefs  of  territory, 
they  cannot  increafe  much  beyond  their  prefei>t 
number ;  and  this  is  an  evil,  as  I  (hall  (how  hero- 
after,  that  will  be  little  helped  by  our  keeping 
Guadaloupe. — The  trade  to  our  Northern  Colo- 
nies, is  not  only  .greater,  but  yearly  increafing 
with  die  incfeafe  of  people :  and  even  in  a  greater 
proportion,  as  the. people  increafe  in  wealth  and 
the  ability  of  (pending,  as  well  as  in  numbers  *. 

*  The  writer  haaffac^obtametla^ 
JmtrUa,  iufihfee  Wtft  b*diaJfta*ds\  bv  wbkh  it  appears,  that  there 
has  been  fome  increafe  of  trade  to  thofe  Iflands  ms  well  as  to  North 
'America,  though  in  a  much  Iefs  degree.  The  Following  extract  from 
thefe  accounts  will  fh6w  the  reader  at  one*iew  the  amount  of&e 
exports  to  each,  in  two  oUlrewnt  term*  of  five  fears;  the  terms  taken 
.  at  ten  years  diftance  from  each  other,  to  (how  the  increafe,  viz. 

FirftTerm,  item  174410  17489  inclufive. 

tbtth&nWhntks.  tftjt India  IJUotdu 

1744-^^40^114.  >ia    4'j  «ij   £-796*1%*  17  9 

1745 534tf"    *    5  5°3>669  19  9     , 

1746 7S4>945    4    3  i— ^ — =-47*#94i9  7 

1747— 7*6*648    5    5       €56,463  16  '6 

1748—^-830,243  16    9 - 734»°95  <*5  S 


•Total,  £.  3,486,^68    1    *   ,    Tot.  £.3,363,3517  10  1* 

Difference*    122,930  10    4 


£.  3,486,2*8    1    i 
fcecttad  Term,  Trom  1^54  to  1758,  rneluflTe. 

Northern  Gtloniet.  Wifl  India  ffianit* 

i7S4: 1,246,615     1  11        ■  685,675    3    o 


*755 M  57»'M    <  ™  — — —  694,^67  13     3 

\   l^cU— -1,428^20  38  10  iinMi'  i   ■  '     733»4$8  *6    3 

"l7$7— -»»t7*7»9*4    *  IO  "''    ■  T?6**88    °    6 

i7S8 1,832,948  13  10— — —  ^677,571  19  11 

■ 1     1 

Total,  jC.7»4*4*©S7    4    i       T«*£*'7*7iH*  "  '* 

Difference  3,646,215  11    4 

-    1  -ii  i,i 

jC-7»4>4»°57    4    3 
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— 1  have  already  faid,  that  oyr  people  in  the  Nor- 
thern Colonies  double  in  about  25  ycare,  explufivc 

of 

fcr the  irft  tcnn,  tot^  of  W^ft India  iflanda,  3,363,317  10  10 
'  In  the  fecpndterm,  ditto,        -    -    -    -    3,767,841  12  11 

Increafe,  only  £.  0,404,504    *    j 

In  the  firft  term,  total  for  northern  Colonies,  3,486,268     1     2 
Inthfifecondtenn,  dkto,    -    -    -    -    -    7,414,057    4.  3 

Increafe,  £.  3,927,789    31! 

By  th^c  accounts  it  appears,  that,  the  exports  to  the  Weft  Jixfoi 
iflands,'  and  to  the  northern  cofonies,  were  in  the  firft  term  nearly 
equal;  (the  difference  being  only  12^,^361.  10s.  4<L)  and  in  the 
Jeoond  term,  the  exports  to  taqfe  lflands  had  only  increased 
404,5041.  2  3.  id. — Whereas  the  increafe  to  the  northern  colo- 
nies is  3*927,7891.  3s.  id-  sAmofk/pur  millions. 

Some  part  of  this  increafed  demand  for  Ehglilh  goods,  maybe 
afcribed  to  the  armies  and  fleets  we  have  had  both  in  North  Ame- 
ripa  and  the  Weft  Indies ;  not  fi>  much  for  what  is  confumed  by 
the  foldiery  ;  their  clothing,  ftores,  ammunition,  &c.  fent  from 
hence  on  account  of  the  government,  being  (as  is  fuppofed)  not 
included  inthefe  accounts  of  merchandize  exported;  but,  as  the 
war  has  ocicafioned  a  great  plenty  of  money  in  America,  many  of 
the  inhabitants  have  increafed  their  expence. 

N.  B.  Thcfe  accounts  do  not  include  any  exports  from  Scot- 
land to  America,  which  are  douhtkfs  propprtionably  considerable  ; 
nor  the  export*  from  Ireland. 

•  [I  (hall  carry  on  this  calculation  where  Dr.  Franklin  left  it. 
For  four  years,  from  1770  to  1773  inclufively,  the  fame  average 
mnmual  exports  to  the  fame  ports  of  the  Weft  Indies,  is  994,4631. ; 
and  to  the  fame  ports  of  the  North  American  plantations 
2,919,6691.  But  the  annual  averages  of  the  firft  and  iecond  terms 
of  the  former,  were  672,6681.  and  753,568 1:  of  the  latter,  697,254!. 
and  1,482,811 1. 

In  ten  years  therefore  (taking  the  middle  years  of  the  terms)  the 
North  American  trade  is  found  to  have  dt>ubltd  the  Weft  Indian  : 
in  the  next  fixteen  years  it  becomes  greater  by  thru  -J lid. —With 
refpett  to  itfelf,  the  North  American  trade  in  32  years  (taking  the 
extremes  of  the  terms)  has  quadrupled  ;  while  the  Weft  Indian 
trade  increafed  only  one  half;  of  which  increafe  I  apprehend  Ja- 

B  b  2  maic* 
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of  the  acceflion  of  ftrahgers.  That  I  fpeak  wifli— 
in  bounds,  I  appeal  to  the  authentic  accounts  fre-< 
qUently  required  by  the  board  of  trade,  and  trans- 
mitted to  that  board  by  the  refpedtive  governors ; 
of  which  accounts  I  (hall  felerjt  one .  as  a  fampfc, 
being  that  from  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland * ;* a 
colony  that  of  all  the  others  receives  the  leaft  ad- 
dition from  ftrangers. — For  the  increase  of  our 
trade  to  tbofe  colonies,  I  refer  to  the  accounts  fre- 
quently laid  before  Parliament,  by  the  officers  of 
the  cuftoms,  and  to  the  cuftom-houfe  books : 
from  which  I  have  alfo  fele&ed  one  account,  that 

maica  has  riven  more  than  \,  chiefly  in  confequence  of  the  quiet 
produced  by  the  peace  with  the  maroon  negroes. — Had  the  Weft 
Indian  trade  continued  ftationary,  the  North  American  trade  would 
have  quadrupled  with  refjpeft  to  it,  in  26  years:  and  this,  not- 
withitanding  the  checks  given  to  the  latter,  by  their  non-importa- 
tion agreements  and  the  encouragement  of  their  own  manufactures* 

There  has  been  an  acceffion  to  both  thefe  trades,  produced  by 
the  ceffions  at  the  treaty  of  Paris;  not  touched  upon  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin. The  average  annual  export-trade,  from  1770  to  1773  inclu- 
sively, to  the  ceded  Well  India  iflands,  amounted  to  258,299!:  to 
the  ceded  North  American  territory  it  has  been  280,4231.  See 
Sir  Charles  Whitworth's  State  of  Trade.    E.J 

#  Copy  of  the  Report  of  Governor  Hopkins  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  on 
the  Numbers  of  People  in  Rbode-IJlamd. 

In  obedience  to  your  lordfhips'  commands,  I  have  caoled  the 
within  account  to  be  taken  by  officers  under  oath.  By  it  there  appears 
to  be  in  this  colony  at  this  time  35,939  white  perfons,  and  4697, 
blacks,  chiefly  negroes. 

In  the  year  1730,  by  order  of  the  then  lords commiffioners  of  trade 
and  plantations,  an  account  was  taken  of  the  number  of  people  in 
this  colony,  and  then  there  appeared  to  be  15,302  white  perfons, 
and  2633  bracks. 

Again  in  the  year  1748,  by  like  order,  an  account  was  taken  of 
thenumber  of  people  in  this  colony,  by  which  it  appears  there 
were  at  that  time  29,755  white  perfons,  and  4373  blacks. 

Colony  of  Rhode IJland,  Dec.  24,  1755.       Stephen  Hopkins. 

3  <* 
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of- the  trade  from  England  (exclufive  of  Scotland) 
to  Penfylvania  ■{• ;  a  colony  moft  remarkable  for 
the  plain  frugal  manner  of  living  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  the  moft  fufpe&ed  of  carrying  pn  manufac- 
tures, on  account  of  the  number  of  German  arti- 
sans,who  are  Iqiown  to  have  tranfplanted  them- 
fqlves  into  that  country  -7  though  even  thefe,  in 
truth,  when  they  come  there,  generally  apply 
tljemfelves.  to  agriculture,  as  the  fureft  fupport  and 
n>oft  advantageous  employment. ;  By  this  account 
it  appears,  that  the  exports  to  that  province  have 
13,28  years,  increafed  nearly  in  the  proportion  of 
lj  to  1 ;  whereas  the  people  themfelves,  who  by 
other  authentic  accounts  appear  to  double  their 
numbers  (the  ftrangers  who  fettle. there  included) 
in  about  16  years,  cannot  in  the  28  years  have  in- 
creafed in  a  greater  proportion  than  as  410  1. 
The  additional  demand  then,  and  confumption  of 
goods  from  England,  of  13  parts  in  17  more  than 
the  additional  number  would  require,  muft  be 

t  A*  Aw***  rf  th$  Value  of  tbt  Experts  from  England  to  PtnJyU 

fylvania*  ,/*  one  Ytfr,  taken  mt  different  Periods,  <vix. 
In     1723     they  amounted  only  to  .    -    -„£.  15*992  :  19  :    4 

1730    they  were 48,59*  :     7:5 

1737 56,690  :     6  :    7 

*74* 75>*95  s    -3  s     4 

»747       - 82,404  :  17  :    7 

I752 -.--      201,666: '19:  11 

1757  -  --  ?'■-  -  -  -i  268,426:  6:  6 
N.  B.  The  accounts  for  1758  and  1759,  are  not  yet  compleated; 
but  thofe  acquaint  with  the  North  American  trade,  know, 
that  the  increafc  in'thofc  two  years,  has  been  in  a  (till  greater 
proportion ;  the  Iaft  year  being  fuppofed  to  exceed  any  former 
year  by  a  third  y  and  this  owing  to  the  increafed  ability  of  the 
people  to'  fpend,  from  the  greater  quantities  of  money  circu- 
lating among  them  bj  the  war.  .... 

owing 
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Owing  to  this;  that  the  people  having  by  their  Iri-> 
duftry  mended  their  circumftances,  are  enabled  tti 
indulge  themfelves  in  finer  clothes,  better  ftrnW 
ture,  and  a  more  general  ufe  of  all  ourmtauftd" 
tures  than  heretofore.  '   '     -r;* 

In  fad:,  the  occafion  forEnglHfr  good!?  lirTfcrtfr 
America,  and  the  inclination  to  have  an*  trffc 
thorn,  is,  and  mufr  be  for  ages  to  come,  riroeH 
greater  tihan  the  ability  of  the  people  to  pay  for 
them;  they-muft  therefore,  astljey  howdey  S&kf 
themfelves  many  things  they  ^ouldbtlrcrw^  ctmft 
to  have,  or  iitcreafe  their  induftry  to  obtain;  thertL 
—And  thus,  if  they  fhould  at  any  time  manufac- 
ture fome  coarfe  article,  which  on  account  of 
its  bulk  or  fome  other  circuniftance,  cannot  •& 
well  be  brought  to  them  from  Britain  j  it;  diAf 
enables  them  thfc  better  &  pay  for  finer;  good?, 
that  otberwife  they  could  not  indulge  tTiemfelvis 
in :  So  that  the  exports  thither  are  not  diminiffied 
by  foch  manufa&ure,  but  rather  increafed. — The 
fingje  artickof  m*nufe<a^rc  in  thcfecoloaiesijifn- 
tioned  by  theRemarker,  is  ^/xmadeinNew-r  Eng- 
land. It  is  true  there  have  beea,  ever, fince  the 
firft  fettlemcnt  of  that  country,  a  few  hatters 
there ;  drawn  thither  probably  at  firft  by  the  faci- 
lity of  getting  beaver,  while  the  woods:  were  but 
little  cleared,  and  therewas  plenty  of  thofe  animals. 
The  cafe  is  greatly  altered  now.  The  beaver 
fkins  are  not  now  to  be  had  in  New-England, 
but  from  very  remote  places  and  at  great:  prices. 
The  trade  is  accordingly  declining  there ;  fo  that,, 
far  from  being  able  to  make  hats  in  any  quantity 

for 
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"for  exportation,  'they^eannot  fupply  their  home 
"demand ;  anffirisweUlcnown  that  fame  thoufend 
dcfidris  are  feat  thither  yearly  frogi  London,  Brif- 
tdi,  and  Liverpool ;  and  fold  there  cheaper  than 
<he  inhabitants  can  make  them  of  equal  goodnefs* 
^^fefaft,  ihe  colonies  are  fo  little  fuited  for  efta* 
\ffiihing  of  mantifa6turds;that  thejr  arc  continually 
Tdfingthe  few:  branches  they  actAdehddly  gain. 
The  Working  brafiers,  cutlers,  and  pewterers, 
"as  well  as  hatters,  who  have  happened  to  go  over 
"from  time  to  time  and  fettle  in  the  colonies ;.  gra- 
dually tlrop^flte  parking  part  of  their  bufmefs, 
and  import  their  tefptffive  goods 'from' JSndand, 
'AtfhehtiHhfey  can  'have  them  fcheaper  and  better 
i!han  t!hey can  make  them.  They  continue  their 
"ftops  indeed,  in-thefame  waycf  dealing;  but  be- 
^comeTf/Zmrdf  brafiery,  cutlery,  pewter,,  hats,  &e. 
torougnt  Froto^ngkfld,  iriftead  ofieing  makers  of 
•fthofc'goods. 

5-  [The American  tohtties  aotda^gcioufi  in  their 
nature  to  Great  Britain. 1 

1  'Thus  *much  as  to  the  apprehertfion  of  our  colo- 
nies becomingtifelefstous.  Khaflnertconfider 
^ebtheriuppbfltion/^hat  their  grtwthinayren- 
^<frem^£*mtf.— ^  Towrt,  1  have'hdt 
•ihe  leaft  conception,  when  I  confider  that  we  have 
^already  fourteen  fcparate  governments  *on  the  jm- 
'litlmfctsoaft  dfihe  continent;  and  IF  we  extend  our 
4ettietoients,  fhaD^ordbably  have  as  many  tnorebo- 
1hmdthemoA  the  inland  fide.  IPhofe.wenow'have, 
'are  not  only  under  different  governors,  btfthaVe 
u  different 
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.different  forms  of  government,  different  laws,  dif- 
ferent interests,  and  fome  of  them  different  reli- 
gious perfuafions  and  different  manners,— Their 
jealoufy  of  each  other  is  fo  great,  that  however 
neceffary  an  union  of  the  colonies  has  long  been, 
for  their  common  defence  and  fecurity  agpiaft 
their  enemies,  and  how  fenfible  foever  each  cpiqny 
has  t  been  of  that  neceffity ,  yejt  they  t^ve^ver 
been  able  to  effect  fuch  an  union  among  themlHve$i 
nor  even  to  agree  in  requeuing  the  mother  coiuv- 
try  to  eftablifh  it  for  them.  Nothings  but  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  crown  has.  been  able  to 
produce  even  the  imperfect  union,  but  lately  feea 
there,  of  the  forces  of  fome  colonies.  l£  they  could 
not  agree  to  unite  for  their  defence, againft  the 
French  and  Indians*  who  were  perpetually  ha- 
raffing  their  fettlements,  burning  their  villages, 
and  murdering  their  people;  can  it  reafonably 
be  fuppofed  there  is  any  danger  of  their  uniting 
againft  their  own  nation,  which  protedts  and  en- 
'  courages  them,  with*  which  they  have  fo  many 
connections  and  ties  of  blood,  intereft  and  affec* 
tion,  and  which,  it  is  well  known,  they  all  lovd 
much  more  than  they  love  one  another  ?  ;  - 
In  fhort,  there  are  fq  many  caufes  that  mufl 
operate  to  prevent  it*  that  t.' will,  venture. .ttx  fay, 
an  union  amongft  them  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  is  no{ 
merely  improbable  y  it  is  impoflible*  And  if  thd 
.  union  of  the  whole  is  impoffible,  the  attempt  of  4 
part  mud  bemadnefs;  as  thofe  colonies  that  (lid 
not  join  the  rebellion,  would  join,  the  mothef 
country  in  fupprefiing  it.— When  I  fay  fuch  ail 

unioii 
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union  is  impofiible,  I  mean,  without  the  moft 
grievous  tyranny  and  oppreflion.  Pe6ple  who 
have  property  in  a  country  which  they  may  lofe, 
and  privileges  which  they  may  endanger,  are  ge- 
nerally difpofed  to  be  quiet ;  and  even  to  bear 
much,  rather  than  hazard  all.  While  the  go- 
vernment is  mild  and  j  uft,  while  important  civil 
and  religious  rights  are  fecure,  fuch  fubjedts  will 
be  dutiful  and  obedient.  The  waves  do  not  rife 
but  when  the  winds  blow. 

What  fuch  an  administration  as  the  Duke  of 
.Alva's  in  the  Netherlands,  might  produce,  I  know 
not;  but  this  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  deem  im- 
poffible. — And  yet  there  were  two  very  manifeft 
differences  between  that  cafe,  and  ours ;  and  both 
are  in  our  favour.  Thejir/l9  that  Spain  had  al- 
ready united  the  feventeen  provinces  under  one 
vifible  government,  though  the  ftates  continued 
independent :  The  Jecond,  that  the  inhabitants  o£ 
thofe  provinces  were  of  a  nation,  not  only  different 
•from,  but  utterly  unlike  the  Spaniards.  Had  the 
Netherlands  been  peopled  from  Spain,  the  worft 
of  oppreflion  had  probably  not  provoked  them  to 
wifh  a  reparation  of  government.  It  might,  and 
probably  would  have  ruined  the  country  ;  but 
would  never  have  produced  an  independent  fove- 
reignty. — In  fadt,  neither  the  very  worft  of  go- 
vernments, the  worft  of  politics  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury ;  nor  the  total  abolition  of  their  remaining 
liberty,  in  th*  provinces  of  Spain  itfelf%  in  the  pre- 
fent;  have  produced  any  independency  [in  Spain] 
that  could  be  fupported.  The  fame  may  be  obferv- 
ed  of  France.  C  c  And 
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And  let  it  not  be  faid  that  the  neighbourhood 
of  thefe"  to  the  feat  of  government  has  prevented 
a  feparation.— While  our  ftrength  at  fea  continues, 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  (in  point  of  eafy  and  e»- 
peditious  conveyance  of  troops)   arc   nearer  to 
London,   than  the  remote  parts  of  France  and 
Spain  to  their  refpe&ive  capitals;  and  much  nearer 
than  Connaught  and  Ulfter  were  in  the  days  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.— No  body  foretels  the  diflb- 
lutiqn  of  the  Ruffian  monarchy  from  its  extent; 
yet  I  will  venture  to  fay,  the  eaftern  parts  of  it  are- 
already  much  more  inaccefiible  fromPcterfburgh, 
than  the  country  on  the  Mifliflippi  is  from  Loo- 
don  ;  I  mean  more  men,  in  lefs  time,  might  be 
conveyed  the  latter  than  the  former  diftance.  The 
rivers  Oby,  Jenefca  and  Lena,  do  not  facilitate  the 
-communication  half  fo  well  by  their  courfe,  nor 
•are  they  half  fo  practicable,  as  the  American  riven. 
To  this  I  fhall  only  add  the  ohfervation  of  Ma*, 
chiavel,  in  his  Prince  j  that  a  government  feldofa 
long  preferves  its  dominion  over  thofe  who  are  fo- 
reigners to  it  5  who,  on  the  other  hand,  fall  wkh 
great  eafe,    and  continue  inseparably  annexed  to 
the  government  of  their  own  nation :  which  he 
proves   by  the  fate  of  the  Englifh  conquefts  iji 
France. — Yet  with  all  thefe  difadvantages,  fa  dif- 
ficult is  it  to  overturn  an  eftabliflied  government, 
that  it  was  not  without  the  affiftance  of  France  and 
England,    that  the  United  Provinces  fupported 
thenifelves:  which  teaches  us,  tfct : 


.1 
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6.  [The  French  remaining  in  Canada,  an  encou- 
ragement to  difaffedtions  in  the  Britijh  Colo- 
nies.—If  they  prove  a  check,  that  check  of 
the  moft  barbarous  nature.] 

If  the  vifionary  danger  of  independence  in  ottr  co* 
hnies  is  to  be  feared  %  nothing  is  more  likely  to  render 
it  fubJlantiaU  than  the  neighbourhood  of  foreigners 
at  enmity  with  tbefovereign  government,  capable  of 
giving  either  aid  J  or  an  afylum,  as  the  event  fhall 
require. — Yet  againft  even  thefe  difadvantages,  did 
Spain  preferve  almoft  ten  provinces,  merely  thro' 
their  want  of  union ;  which  indeed  could  never 

%  (The  aid  Dr.  Franklin  alludes  to,  muft  probably  have  confiftei 
xn  early  and  fall  fupplies  of  arms,  officers,  intelligence,  and  trade 
of  export  and  of  import,  through  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  on  rifques 
both  public  and  private  j  in  the  encouragement  of  fplendid  promifes 
and  a  great  ally;  in  the  paiTage  from  Canada  to  the  back  fettle- 
merits,  bdn^Jbut  to  the  Brit  ijh  forces ;  in  the  quiet  of  the  great  body 
of  Indians ;  in  the  fupport  of  emiflaries  and  difcontented  citizens ; 
in  loans  and  fubfidies  to  congrefs,  in  ways  profitable  to  France  $  in  a 
refuge  to  be  granted  them  in  cafe  of  defeat,  in  vacant  lands,  as  fet- 
tlers ;  in  the  probability  of  war  commencing  earlier  between  England 
and  France,  at  the gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  (when  the  fhipping  taken, 
were  rightfully  addreffed  to  Frenchmen,)  than  in  the  preient  cafe. — 
AH  this  might  have  happened,  as  foon  as  America's  diftafte  of  the 
foVereign,  had  exceeded  the  fear  of  the  foreigner ;  a  circumftance 
frequently  feen  poffible  in  hiftory,  and  which  our  miniHers  took 
cafe1  fRould  not  be  wanting. 

This  explanation  would  have  required  apology  for  its  infertion  ; 
were  not  the  opinion  pretty  common  in  England,  that  bad  not  the 
French  been  removed  from  Canada,  the  revolt  of  America  never  nvenJd 
have  taken  place.— -why  then  were  the  French  not  left  in  Canada,  at 
the  peace  of  1 763  ?  Or,  fince  they  were  not  left  there,  why  was  the 
American  difpute  begun  ? — Yet  in  one  fenfe  perhaps  this  opinion  is 
true;  for  had  the  French  been  left  in  Canada,  miniilers  would  not 
only  have  fooner  felt,  but  fooner  have  feen,  the  fbange  fatality  of 
their  plans.    E.] 

C  c  2  have 
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have  taken  place  among  the  others,  but  for  caufes* 
fome  of  which  are  in  our  cafe  impoffible,  and 
others  it  is  impious  to  fuppofe  poflible. 

The  Romans  well  underftood  that  policy,  which 
teaches  the  fecurity  arifing  to  the  chief  government 
from  feparate  ftates  among  the  governed ;  when 
they  reftored  the  liberties  of  the  ftates  of  Greece, 
(oppreffed  but  united  under  Macedon)  by  an  edidt, 
that  every  ftate  fhould  live  under  its  own  laws  *. 
They  did  not  even  name  a  governor.  Indepen- 
dence of  each  other,  and  feparate  interefts,  (though 
among  a  people  united  by  common  manners,  lan- 
guage, and  I  may  fay  religion ;  inferior  neither  in 
wifdom,  bravery,  nor  their  love  of  liberty,  to  the 
Romans  themfelves ;)  was  all  the  fecurity  the 
fovereigns  wiftied  for  their  fovereignty.  It  is  true,, 
they  did  not  call  themfelves  fovereigns  ;  they  fet 
no  value  on  the  title ;  they  were  contented  with 
pofTeffing  the  thing.  And  pofTefs  it  they  did,  even 
without  a  ftanding  army  :— (what  can  be  a 
ftronger  proof  of  the  fecurity  of  their  pofleffion  ?) 
And  yet  by  a  policy  fimilar  to  this  throughout, 
was  the  Roman  world  fubdued  and  held  :  a  world 
compofed  of  above  an  hundred  languages  and  fete 
of  manners,  different  from  thofe  of  their  mafters  t. 

—Yet 

•  [  "  All  the  Greek  ftates,  whether  in  Europe  or  Afia,  had  their 
41  liberty  and  their  own  laws,  &c."  E.]  Livy,  book  33.  c.  30. 

t  When  the  Romans  had  fubdued  Macedon  and  Illyricum,  they 
were  both  formed  into  republics  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate ;  and  Ma- 
cedon was  thought  fafe  from  the  danger  of  a  revolution,  by  being 
divided,  into  a  divifion  common  among  the  Romans,  as  we  leara 
from  the  accounts  of  the  tetrarchs  in  fcripture.  ["  In  the  firft  inftance, 
<'  it  was  their  pkafure  that  the  Macedonians  and  Illyrians  fhould  be 

"  free;, 
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—Yet  this  dominion  was  unfhakeable,  till  the  lofs 
of  liberty  and  corruption  of  manners  in  the  fove- 
reign  ffcte,  overturned  it. 

.     But  what  is  the  prudent  policy  inculcated  by  the 

Remark*?,  to  obtain  this  end,  fecurity  of  dominion 

ever  our  colonies  ?,  It  is,  to  leave  the  French  in 

Canada,  to  "  checjk"  their  growth  \  for  otberwije 

our  people  may  "  increafe  infinitely  from  allcaufes  *." 

We  We  already  feen  in;  what  manner  the  French 

and  their  Indians  check  the  growth  of  our  colonies. 

—It  is  a  mod^ft  word,;  this,  check,  for  maflacring 

jpaen,  women  and  children.     The  writer  would, 

if  he  could,  hide  from  himJfelf  as  well  as  from  the 

.public,  the  horror  arifing  from  fuch  a  proposal, 

eby  couching  it  in  general  ferms :  'tis  no  wonder 

he  thought  it  a  <€  fubj^:  not  fit  for  difcuffion  "  in 

/his  letter  $  though  he,  rq^^mmendp  \t  at  "  a  point 

;^,^at  {hould  b^th^.Gooftant  object  of  the  minif- 

( ?/  iter's  attentioivI^rfr-But  if  Canada  is  feftored  on 

**«  ffec;  $at  it  might  l^cl^tosdl  natipnsxthi|ibe  arpt  of  the  Roman 
^•'tfcople \H8  not  bHngHatfe^  apontJhe  iree,'trat  on  thfe  contra//, 
Iff  frpecfep  to.  thofewho  wereenflaved, Nations  in  a  ftatejof  liberty, 

?  w«e  to  feci  that.Ubcijt^  fafe  and  perpetual  nn4«  the  patronage 
•••tf -tfte  te>pleof.R<Mfc:  Thofe  tfcaf  liyea'undcr  kings,  were 
: "  Cd  find  ttaii  kings  tnlkfcr  and  juftdr  at  the  inftant,  out  of  refpea 
^'^totneRomaapedplef  an^if  wafrfhould  at  [anytime  take  place 

11  between  the  Roman  people  and  their  kings,  -they  were  to  believe 

-.«' thKt  4ti  ittaft^diiMrtAoiVtotfie  Romans  aikf  liberty  to  them- 
J  t  V  fclvefcz-f  &  wjajBL  thei^  pkaiW*>K* SkH  Mw»dQn  fliould  be  divided 

«•  u\to/#«r  Jiftrias,  and  ^ajch.  havjp  a  & PAxaie  council  of  its  own  : 
t^and  thatiHhoirfd  pay  to~&e*  Raman1  Jccffleonly  bdfthe  trihute, 
M  itJiadfccm  ufed  to  7^ 

f«  were  of  the  fax^  temper  ^efpeabg^^;^w/,  E.J  Livy,  bopk  45, 
~c.  ijj.  .,        :' '  '*  .  v   : 
« '■■  !».'•  IWmarkt,  p.  50,  51.-  4  • 

,:*..:.  a  4  this 
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this  principle,*  will  not  Britain  be  guilty  of  all'the 
blood  to  be  fhed,  all  the  murders  to  be  committed, 
in  order  to  check  this  dreaded  growth  of  001*  awn. 
people?  Will  luftt'titts'  be  fellfog  the  frfeilefr  in 
plain  terrtjs;  that  the -horrid  barbVitfest'they -^etv 
petrate  with  their  Ifldiatts  -on  x^edlbttlfts/^rb 
agreeable  to  us  j  and  that  they  heed  hot  apprehend 
the  refentmeftt  of  a  govemnieiit,  with  whole  view* 
they  fo  happily  concur?  iWift  a&i'fe  cbiottfes 
view  it  in  thk\ighVt/tyi\l-t\M'^e*<i&bpn(b 
confider  thetnfelte* 'any  kfctger  Aftf'  WbjeeWkrrd. 
children  j :  when  ^e^finMkryrQeP'eherMes'fi!^ 
loo'd  upon  tfcem  by  tj^ettufctry  from  wheftee  they 
iprtfogj  the  ^vemraetrt  that  (*^:thM*m£r&e6- 
tiofr,  a*  it  *e(^1res*nW*a^{e'neeIi;Ts^8*  <Hs 

nhe  moft likely-  tneto&QfMving  toeWtottJ  «fe 
avtiu  ©r  theTOHeh,'  #*©  e*h'ryWfe,them^/:ah 
offer  of  that  ^uiityV^etf dw&^erfcm&tfc^es 
not  to  affbrd  th«¥ri>-^P WkrW  rtot  ttfctfeotigHt  to 
infinuate  that  the.  Rerjnar.ker  w,anfs. humanity ^  (JI 

[know  ht>$  fttip  i^y,go^ro^re4:  psf ^.ane 

'affected  by  the  diftiJdlfcsDf  peoptaiat  »<dift»Bfeej>iintl 

.whom  theytoW^^ 
who,  being ^pFefcaati  caa  iymfathiareiiaieerel*  with 
the  grief  of  a  lady  orithfi  Ibtfdetf'aea^^a'fiVbH- 
rite  bird  j  andyeitcanr  rea^^lfefrfiniciQg  of  asity 
in  Syria  with  wry  iittte-coneetn .—If  it  be,  'after 
all,  tfaou^t;jAe£eto 
colonies ;.  guv  -aneoeive  too:pt>qpafe  ft  method  lefs 

*  cruel.  It  is  a-metftod^f  wfitcri  we  have  ail  fexainple 
in  fcripture.  The.murder  ,©f  huibands,  of  wives, 
.of  brothers,  filters,  and  children,  whofe  pleafing 

fociety 
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{fcicty  ha$-  fyeea  fov  fame  time  enjoyed,  affefts 
deeply  the  refpe&ive  furviving  relations  :  but  grief 
for  the  death  of  a  child  j  uft  bprn  is  fhort,  and  eafily 
fupported.  The  metnod  I  mean  is  that  whicn 
^Ss  di6ta<ed  by  the  Egyptian  policy,  when  the 
"  infinite  irWJrfcafe  **  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  was 
'  apprehepdgd  as ;  dangerous  to  the  ftate*.  Let  an 
ad:  of  parliament  then  be  made,  enjoining  the  co- 
lony midwjves  to  ftifle  iri  the  birth  every  third  or 
fourth  child,  .  Jfy  this  pieans  you  may  keep  the  co- 
lonies tqL their  pre^i>t  fi^cu  And  if  they  were  un- 
rder  the  hard  ;ftltfiroafyve  pf  f^mitting  to  one  or 
ithe  Qtl^r  pf  ;$&($,  fche^xes  for  checking  their 
growth,; £jfcv$$nfy<teT  for  them,  they  would  pre- 
fer theiattey.  ,;  v 

But  all  thh  folate  about  the.  propriety  or  impro* 
ipr&y.  pf-  kiepip&vPr  refioring.  Canada,  is  pombly 
;toOfi$rljr#)  iW^.^ye  taken  the  capital  indqecf, 
<\#o\  ^co^jt^ry  is, yet  far  ftom  b?iug  in  our  po£- 
jfefliqUl/  afiji|l  perhaps  never  will  be  :  fc?r 'if  our 
.M~r~r$  ?use  pcrfyaded  by  Jfuch  counfellors  as  the 
Jftqro§r^ef|  ^hat  t^e  French  there  axe  "  not  the 
-Vj  1«wft,ftf■ft^hb9^^Si,,  ajpd  th^t  if  we  had  con- 
rqi|{^d  Qpid*,  1  we  oua^t  J^rV)ur  own  lakes  tQ.  re- 
"ftore,  iJ,  %s  a  dhejQk  to  me. growth  of  Qur  colonies ; 
^;ai^r&$ji  afraid  we  $aU.  never  tafce  \i.  Fprtheife 
1    ■'      .'J    .        ."'*"..'    ' 

•  And  Pharbah  faid*  unto  his  people)  behold  the  people  of  the 

children  of  Ifrael  are  more  and  nrightfer  than  we  ^  come  on,  let  «s 

efeallwifely  wijhthflrti  ^ikA.l>W  ffHlu^Iy  \  ^ lt  9pme  to  pais  that 

iwhenx.thatejfallc<ii  riujtaijy  yai,  thpjr  join^  alfo  unto  our  enemies 

/fluid  fiukfcggaktft  iji*  and  &  gfttSem,  MP  out  of  the  laid.— And  the 

'v.\)  1  ♦  fj  are 
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are  many  ways  of  avoiding  the  completion,  of  the 
conqueft,  that  will  be  lefs  exceptionable  and  ltfe 
odious  than  the  giving  it  up.'  -  - 

7*    [  Canada  eqfily  peopled,   without  draining 
Great  Britain  of  any  of  its  inhabitants.] 

The  objection  I  have  often  beard,  that:  if  we  hoi 
Canada*  we  could  not  people  it*  without  draining 
Britain* of  its  inhabitants ;  is  founded  on  ignorance 
of  the  nature  of  population  in  new  countries*  Wh$n 
we  firft  began  to  colonize  itl  America,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  fend  people,  and  to  fend  feed  -*6dtri;  but 
it  is  not  now  neceffary  that  we'toou^  forhifti, for 
*  a  new  colony,  either  one  or  the*  other.  -  Thb 
annual  increment  alone  of  our  prefent  colonies, 
without  diminifhing  their  numbers,  or  teqtiiring 
a  man  from  hence  5  is  fufficient  iii  ten  years  to 
fill  Canada  with  double  the  tiumber  of.  Etigliih 
that  it  now  has  of  French  inhabitants  *.— Thofe 
who  are  proteftants  amoijg  the  Freaidv  will  pro- 
bably choofe  to  remain  under  the  EngKfl* govern- 
ment; many  will  chobfe  to  remove,  if  they  can  be 
allowed  to  fell  their  lands,  improvement^  and  ef- 
fects :  the  reft  in  thatthin^-fettled  counhy,  will  in 
lefs  than  half  a  century,  from  the  crowds  of 
Englifh  fettling  round  and  among  them,  be 
blended  and  incprpprated .  with  pur  people  both 
in  language  and  manners. 

•  In- fait,  there  ha*  not  gone  from-  Britain  [itfclfjto  owcohmita 
thefc  io  vears  paft,  to  fettle  there,  (b  many  as  10  families  a  yean* 
the  new  iettlers  are  either  the  offspring  of  the  old,  Or  emigrant*  from 
Germany,  or  the  north  of  Ireland.    [NvB.  Written  in.  i;6q  *c 

*.  [TJbe 
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8.  [The  merits  of  Guadaloupe  to  Great  Britain 
over-valued  i  yet  likely  to  befaid  much  dearer 
for,  than  Canada.] 

In  Guadaloupe^  the  cafe  is  fomewhat  different  % 
and  though  I  am  far  from  thinking  %  we  have 
'fugar-land  enough  -Jy  ;J  cannot  tHink  Guadaloupe 
is  fo  defirable  an  increafe  of  it,  as  other  objedts 
the  enemy  would  probably  be  infinitely  more 
ready  to  part  with. — A  country fully  inhabited 'by 
any  nation,  is  no  proper  pofleflion  for  another  of 
different  language,  manners  and  religion*  It  is 
hardly  ever  tenable  at  lefs  expence  than  it  is  worth. 
—But  the  ifle  of  Cayenne,  and  its  appendix,  Equi- 
no£tial-F  ranee,  having  but  very  few  inhabitants, 
apd  thefe  therefore  eafily  removed ;  would  indeed 
"be  an  acquifition  every  way  fuitable  to  our  fitua- 
tion  and  defires.  This  would  hold  all  that  migrate 
from  Barbadoes,  the  Leeward  Iflands,  or  Jamaica. 
It  would  certainly  recall  into  an  Englifii  govern- 
ment (in  which  there  would  be  room  for  millions) 
all  who  have  before  fettled  or  purchafed  in  Marti- 
nico,  Guadaloupe,  Santa-Cruz  or  St.  John's;  ex- 
cept fuch  as  know  not  the  value  of  an  Englifh  go- 

t  Remarks,  p.  30,  34. 
+  It  is,  often  faid  we  have  plenty  of  fugar-land  ftill  unemployed 
in  Jamaica :  but  thofe  who  are  well  acquainted  with  that  lfland, 
know,  that  the  remaining  vacant  land  in  it  is  generally  fituated 
among  mountains,  rocks  and  gullies,  that  make  carriage  imprac- 
ticable, fo  that  no  profitable  ufe  can  be  made  of  it ;  unlefs  the  price 
of  fugars  fhould  fo  greatly  increafe,  as  to  enable  the  planter  to  make 
Very  expenfive  roads,  by  blowing  up  rocks,  erecling  bridges,  &c.  cvnry 
a  or  300  yards,    [Our  author  was  fomewhat  misinformed  here.  E.] 

D  d  vernment, 
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vernraent,  and  fuch  I  am  furc  are  not  worth  recal- 
ling. 

But  fhould  we  keep  Guadaloupe,  w&  arc  told  it 
would  enable  us  to  export  300,000  /•  in  Jiigars. 
Admit  it  to  be  true,  though  perhaps  the  amazing 
increafe  of  Englifhconfumption  might  flop  mcift  of 
it  here, — to  whofe  profit  is  this  to  redound?  To 
the  profit  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  IflaAcLt: 
except  a  fmall  part  that  fhould  fall  to  the  (hare  of 
theEnglifh  purchafers,  but  whofe  whole  purchafe- 
money  mud  firft  be  added  to  the  wealth  and  circu- 
lation of  France.  I  grant,  however,  much  of  this 
300,000  /.  would  be  expended  in  Britifh  manu- 
factures. Perhaps,  too,  a  few  of  the  land-owners 
of  Guadaloupe  might  dwell  and.  fpend  their  for- 
tunes in  Britain,  (though  probably  much  feWr 
than  of  the  inhabitants  of  North  America.)  I 
admit  the  advantage  arifingto  us  from  thefecirr 
cumftances,  (as  far  as  they  go)  in  the  cafe  of 
Guadaloupe,  as  well  as  in  that  of  our  other  Weft 
India  fettlements. — Yet  even  this  confumption  is 
little  better  than  that  of  an  allied  nation  would  be, 
who  fhould  take  our  manufactures  and  fupply 
us  with  fugar,  and  put  us  to  no  great  experice  in 
defending  the  place  of  gfowth. — But,  *  though 
our  own  colonies  expend  among  us  almoft  the 
whole  produce  of  our  fugar*,  can  we  or  ought  we 
to  promife  ourfelves  this  will  be  the  cafe  of  Guar 
daloupe?  One  100,000/.  will  fupply  them  with 
Britifh  manufactures;  and  fuppofing  we  catt 
effectually  prevent  the  introdu&ion  of  thofe  df 

#  Remarks,  p.  47. 
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EranCe,  (which  fe  morally  impoflible  in  i  country 
pfed  to  them)  the  other  200,000  L  will  ftill  be 
fpctxt  \tx  France,  in  the  education  of  their  children 
apd  fupport  of  therofelves;  or  elfe  be  laid  up  there, 
where  they  will  always  think  their  home  to  be. 

.  Bcfides  this  consumption  of  Britifh  manufac- 
tures, much  is  faid  of  the  benefit  wejhall  have  from 
the  fituation  of  Giuidaloupe ,  and  we  are  told  of 
al  trade  to  the  Cacaccas  and  Spanifh  Main. — In 
what  refpfiift  Guadeloupe  is  better  fituated  for  this 
trade  than  Jamaica,  on  even  any  of  our  other 
iflands,  I  ami  at  a  lofs  to  guefs.  I  believe  it  to  be 
not  fowelL  fituated  for  that  of  the  windward  coaft, 
as  Tohago  and  St.  Lucia ;  which  in  this,  as  well 
as.  other.. icfpe&s,  would  be  more  valuable  po£- 
{t&ans>>  ajid  which*  I  doubt  not,  the  peace  will 
fecurc  to  us.  .  Nor  is  it  nearly  fo  well  fituated  for 
that  of  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  Main  as  Jamaica.-— 
As  to  the  greater  fafety  of  our  trade  by  the  po£> 
feffion  of  Guadaloupe;  experience  has  convinced 
us,  that  inrtdacing  a  finglc  iftand,  or  even  more, 
we  flop  the  privateering  bufinefs  but  little.  Pri- 
vateers ftill  fubfift,  in  equal  if  not  greater  numbers, 
and  carry,  the  vefiels  into  Martiiiico,  which  before 
it  Was  mora  convenient  to  carry  intoGuadaloupe. 
Had  we  all  theCaribbees,  it  is  true,  they  would 
ihthofe  pacts  be  without  fhelter. 

!  Yet  upon  the  whole  I  fuppofe  it  to  be  a  doubt- 
fill  point,  an&  welt  worth  confederation,  whether 
our  obtaining  pofieflion  of  all  theCaribbees,  would 
be  more  than  a  temporary  benefit;  as  it  would 
ttcceffarily.foon  fill  the  French  part  of  Hifpaniola 

D  d  z  with 
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with  French  inhabitants;    and  thereby  render iE 
five  times  more  valuable  in  tirtie  of  peace,  *  and  lit-; 
tie  lefs  than  impregnable  in  time  of  war  j  'anc^I 
would  probably  end;  in  a  few  yeaik  in  the  unitihgs 
the  whole  of.  that  great  and  fertile  iftand  ttttder  v 
French  government;     It  is  agreed  on  ^all  '  harids, 
that  our  conqtieft  of  St.!  ChriftopherV  and  driv*: 
ing  the  French  from  thence,  firft  furnifhed  HHV 
paniola  with  fkilful  and  fubftantud  planters]  and- 
was  confequently  the  firft  pccafion :  6f  its prefenf 
opulence.*— On  the:  other  hand,il  will  hazard '"  an 
opinion,    that  valuable  as  the  French-  poflbffions: 
in  the  Weft  Indies  are,  and  undeniable. the  advan- 
tages they  derive  from  them/  there  is  fomewhat 
to  be  weighed  in  the  oppofitefqale.     They' can- : 
not  at  prefent  make  war  with  England,  without 
expofing  thofe  advantages,  .while  'divided  among, 
the  numerous  iflands  they  now  have,  much  more 
than  they  would,  were  they  pofleffed  of  St.  Do-* 
mingo  only;  their  own  (hare  of  which  would, 
if  well  cultivated,  grow  more  fugar,  than  is  now 
grown  in  all  their  Weft  India  iflands.       f        5     . . 
I  have  before faid I  do  not  deny  ibi  utility  of  the. 
conquefty  or  even  of  our  future  poffejfion  of  XZuada- 
loupe,  if  not  bought  too  dear.     The  trade  of  the 
Weft  Indies  is  one.  of  our  moft  valuable  trades*. 
Our  pofleflions  there:defecve  our,grea0dkpare:4nA 
attention.  So  do  thofe  of  North  America.^!  fliall 
not  enter  into  the  invidious  tafk  of :  comparing! 
their  due  eftimation.  It  would  be  a  very  long  and, 
a  very  difagreeable  one,  to  run  through  every  thing) 
material  on  this  head.— It  is  eAough  tovour  pee** 
3  ::  k\  fent 
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fent  point,  if  Iihave  fliown,  that  the  value  of 
North  America  is  capable  of  an  immenfe  increafe* 
by  an  acquiiition  and  meafures,  that  muft  necef- 
farily  have  an  efFeft  the  direft  contrary  of  what 
we  have  been  induftrioufly  taught  to  fear ;  and 
that  Guadaloupe  is,  in  point  of  advantage,  but  a 
very  finall  addition  to  our  Weft  India  pofleffions  ; 
rendered  many  ways  lefs  valuable  to  us,  than  it  is 
to  the  French;  who  will  probably  fet  more  value 
upon  it,  than  upon  a  country  [Canada]  that  is 
much  more  valuable  to  us  than  to  them. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  to  be  faid  on  all  the 
parts  of  thefe  fubjeds ;  but  as  it  would  carry  me 
into  a  detail  that  I  fear  would  tire  the  patience  of 
my  readers,  and  which  I  am  not  without  appre- 
henfions  I  have  done  already ;  I  (hall  referve  what 
remains  till  I  dare  venture  again  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  public* 
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Remarks  and  Faffs  relative  to  the  American 
Paper -money  *. 


i 


N  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
dated  Feb.  g9  1764,  the  following  Reafons 
are  given  for  retraining  the  emijfion  of  paper-bills 
of  credit  in  America,  as  a  legal  tender* 

1 .  "  That  i  t  carries  the  gold  andJUver  out  of  the 
"  province,  and  fo  ruins  the  country;  as  experi- 
"  ence  has  Jhewn9  in  every  colony  where  it  has 
"  been  pradtifed  in  any  great  degree. 

2»  u  That  the  merchants  trading  to  America 
4<  have fuffered 'and  loft  by  it* 

3.  "  That  the  reftri&ion  [of  it]  has  had  a  be- 
€s  neficial  effeft  in  New^England. 

4.  "  That  every  medium  of  trade  jbould  have  an 
"  intrinfic  value  y  which  paper -money  has  not, 
u  Gold  and  filver  are  therefore  the  fitted  for  this 
t€  medium,  as  they  are  an  equivalent;  which 
"  paper  never  can  be. 

*  [The  beft  account  I  can  give  of  the  occafion  of  the  Report,  to 
which  this  paper  is  a  reply,  is  as  follows.— During  the  war  there  had 
been  a  considerable  and  unufual  trade  to  America,  in  confequence  of 
the  great  fleets  and  armies  on  foot  there,  and  the  clandeftine  dealings 
with  the  enemy,  who  were  cut  off  from  their  own  fupplies.  This 
made  great  debts.  The  brifknefs  of  the  trade  ceaftng  with  the  war, 
the  merchants  were  anxious  for  payment ;  which  occafioned  fome 
confufion  in  the  colonies,  and  itirred  up  a  clamour  here  againft/a/;r- 
muxy-  The.  board  of  trade,  of  which  lord  Hi  1  (borough  was  the  chief, 
joined  in  this  oppofi  tion  to  paper-money,  as  appears  by  the  report. 
— Dr.  Franklin  being  afked  to  draw  up  an  anfwer  to  their  report, 
wrote  the  paper  given  above.    £.] 

5.  "That 


{A :  B.  T.]    the  Americdh  Paper-money.  207 

5.  "  1rhat  debtors  in  the  aflemblies  make 
€t  paper-money  faith  fraudulent  views. 

6.  €€  That  in  the  middle  colohies,  where  the 
*'  credit  of  the  paper-money  has  been  beft  fiip- 
fC  ported,  the  bills  have  never  kept  to  their  nominal 
€t  value  in  circulation ;  but  have  conftantly  de- 
u  predated  to  a  6fertain  degree,  whenever  the 
*c  quantity  has  been  iricreafed." 

To  confider  thefe  Reafons  in  their  order ;  the 
firft  is, 

1.  rt  "That  paper-money  carries  the  gold  and 
filver  out  of  the  province  >  and  Jo  ruins  the  country ; 
as  experience  has  {hewn,  iti  every  colony  where  it 
has  been  pra&ifed  in  any  great  degree" — 't'his  opi- 
nion, of  its  ruining  the  country,  feems  to  be  merely 
fjteculafive,  or  not  otherwife  founded  than  upon 
mifinformation  in  the  matter  of  fadt.  The  truth 
is,  that  the  balance  of  their  trade  with  Britain 
being  greatly  againft  them,  the  gold  and  filver  is 
drawn  out  to  pay  that  balance ;  and  then  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fome  medium  of  trade  has  induced  the 
making  of  paper-money,  which  could  not  be  car- 
ried away.  Thus,  if  carrying  out  all  the  gold 
and  filver  ruins  a  country,  every  colony  was  ruined 
before  it  made  paper-money. — But,  far  from  be- 
ing ruined  by  it,  the  colonies  that  have  made  ufe 
of  paper-money,  have  been,  and  are  all,  in  a 
thriving  condition.  The  debt  indeed  to  Britain  has 
iricreafed,  becaufe  their  numbers,  and  of  courfe 
their  trade,  have  increafed  -,  for  all  trade  having 
always  a  proportion  of  debt  outftanding,  which 

is 
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is  paid  in  its  turn,  while  frefh  debt  is  coqtra&ed* 
the  proportion  of  debt  naturally  increafes  as  the 
trade  increafes ;  but  the  improvement  and  in- 
creafe  of  eftates  in  the  colonies  has  been  in  a 
greater  proportion  than  their  debt. — New  England, 
particularly,  in  1696,  (about  the  time  they  be^ 
gan  the  ufe  of  paper-money,)  had  in  all  its  four 
provinces  but  130  churches  or  congregations; 
in  1760  they  were  530.  The  number  of  farms 
and  buildings  there,  is  mcreafed  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  of  people ;  and  the  goods  exported 
to  them  from  England  in  1750,  before  the  re- 
ftraint  took  place,  were  near  five  times  as  much 
as  before  they  had  paper-money. — Penjylvania% 
before  it  made  any  paper-  money r  was  totally 
itript  of  its  gold  and  filver;  though  they  had  from 
time  to  time,  like  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
agreed  to  take  gold  and  filver  coins  at  higher  and 
higher  nominal  values,  in  hopes  of  drawing  mo- 
ney into,  and  retaining  it,  for  the  internal  ufes 
of  the  province.  During  that  weak  pra&ice, 
filver  got  up  by  degrees  to  8s.  9d.  per  ounce, 
and  Englifh  crowns  were  called  fix,  feven,  and 
eight  {hilling  pieces  ;  long  before  paper- money 
was  made.  But  this  pra&ice  of  increafing  the 
denomination,  was  found  not  toanfwer  the  end. 
The  balance  of  trade  carried  out  the  gold  and 
filver  as  faft  as  it  was  brought  in ;  the  merchants 
railing  the  price  of  their  goods  in  proportion  to 
the  increafed  denomination  of  the  money.  The 
difficulties  for  want  of  cafh  were  accordingly  very 
great,  the  chief  part  of  the  trade  being  carried 

on 
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On  "by  the  extremely  inconvenient  method  of  bar- 
ter; When  in  1723  paper-money  was  firft  made 
there;  which  gave  new  life  to  bufinefs,  promoted 
greatly  the  fettlement  of  new  lands,  (by  lending 
fmall  fums  to  beginners  on  eafy  intereft,  to  be 
repaid  by  inftalments,)  whereby  the  province  has 
ib  greatly  increafed  in  inhabitants,  that  the  ex- 
port from  hence  thither  is  now  more  than  tenfold 
what  it  then  was  ;  and  by  their  trade  with  foreign 
colonies,  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  great 
quantities  of  gold  and  filver  to  remit  hither  in  re- 
turn for  the  manufactures  of  this  country. — New 
Tork  and  New  Jerfey  have  alio  increafed  greatly 
during  the  fame  period,  with  the  ufe  of  paper- 
money  ;  fo  that  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of  the 
ruinous  nature  afcribed  to  it. — And  if  the  inha- 
bitants of  thofe  countries  are  glad  to  have  the  ufe 
of  paper  among  themfelves,  that  they  may  there- 
by be  enabled  to  ipare  for  remittances  hither,  the 
gold  and  filver  they  obtain  by  their  commerce 
with  foreigners;  one  would  expedt  that  no  ob- 
jedtion  againft  their  parting  with  it  could  arife 
here,  in  the  country  that  receives  it. 

The  2d  reafon  is,  "  That  the  merchants  trading 
t?  America  have  fuffered  and  loft  by  the  paper-mo- 
flgy."— This  may  have  been  the  cafe  in  particular 
instances,  at  particular  times  and  places :  As  in 
South  Carolina,  about  58  years  fince;  whenthe  co-*f 
lony  was  thought  in  danger  of  being*  deftroyed  by 
the  Indians  and  Spaniards ;  and .  the  Briti(h  mer- 
chants, in  fear  of  lofing  their  whole  effects  there, 
called  precipitately  for  remittances ;  and  the  inha* 

£  e  bitants, 
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bitants,  to  get  fomething  lodged  in  fefc  courUifiery 
gave  any  price  in  paper- money  for  bills  of  exchange  j 
whereby  the  paper,  as  compared  with  bills,  or  with 
produce,  or  other  efFedts  fit  for  exportation,  was 
Suddenly  and  greatly  depreciated.  The  unfettled 
ftate  of  government  for  a  long  time  in  that  province 
had  alfo  its  {hare  in  depreciating  its  bills.  But  fined 
that  danger  blew  over,  and  the  colony  has  bom 
in  the  hands  of  the  crown ;  their  currency  became 
fixed,  and  has  fo  remained  to  this  day. — Alfo  in 
New  England,  when  much  greater  quantities  were 
iflued  than  were  neceflary  for  a  medium  of  trade, 
to  defray  the  expedition  againftLouHboufg:>  and* 
during  the  laft  war  in  Virginia  and  NortbCar6BnaT 
when  great  fums  were  iflued  to  pay  the  colony 
troops,  and  the  war  made  tobacco  a  poorer  re- 
mittance, from  the  higher  price  of  freight  and 
infurance:  in  thefe  cafes,  the  merchants  trading 
to  thofe  colonies  may  fometimes  have  fufFered  by 
the  fudden  and  unforefcen  rife  of  exchange. — By 
flow  and  gradual  rifes,  they  feldom  fuffer ;  the 
goods  being  fold  at  proportionable  prices.  But 
war  is  a  common  calamity  in  all  countries,  and 
the  merchants  that  deal  with  them  cannot  expedt 
to  avoid  a  {hare  of  the  lofles  it  fometimes  occafions, 
by  afFedting  public  credit.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  the  profits  of  their  fubfequent  commerce 
with  thofe  colonies,  may  have  made  them  fome 
reparation. — And  the  merchants  trading  to  the 
Middle  Colonies*  (New  York,  New  Jerfey,  and 
Penfylvania,)  have  never  fuflered  by  any  rife  of 
exchange ;  it  having  ever  been  a  conftant  rule 

there 
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there  to  confiderBritifh  debts  as  payable  in  Britain, 
and  not  to  be  difcbarged  but  by  as  much  paper 
(whatever  might  be  the   rate  of  exchange)    as 
would  purchafe  a  bill  for  the  full  fterling  fum. 
On  the  contrary,  the  merchants  have  been  great 
gainers  by  the  u&  of  paper- money  in  thofe  colo- 
nies ;    as  it  enabled  them  to  fend  much  greater 
quantities  of  goods,  and  the  purchafers  to  pay 
more  punctually  for  them. — And  the  people  there 
make  no  complaint  of  any  injury  done  them  by 
paper-money,  with  a  legal  tender;  they  are  fenfible 
of  its  benefits ;  and  petition  to  have  it  fo  allowed. 
The  3d  Reafbn  is,  "  That  the  reftri&ion  bos 
bad  a  beneficial  effect  in  New  England.'9 — Parti- 
cular cireumftanges  in  the  New  England  colonies; 
made  paper-money  lefs  neceflary  and  lefs  conve- 
nient to  them..     They  have  great  and  valuable 
fifheries  of  whale  and  cod,  by  which  large  remit- 
tances caa  be  made.     They  are  four  diftindt  go- 
vernments ;  but  having  much  mutual  intercourfe 
of  dealings  the, money  of  each,  ufed  to  pafs  cur- 
rent in  all.:,  hut  the  whole  of  this  common  cur- 
rency not  being,  under  one  common  dire6tion>. 
was  not  fo  eafily  kept  within  due  bounds;    the 
prudent  referve  of  one  colony  in  its  emiflionsj  be- 
ing rendered  ufelefs  by  excefs  in  another.     The 
M*ffachujet«,.  therefore  were  not  diffatisfied  with 
the.  restraint,  as  it  retrained  their  neighbours  as 
welLafl:  themfelves;  and.  perhaps  they  do  not  de- 
fire  to  have  the  aft  repealed.     They  have  not  yet 
felt  much  inconvenience  from  it ;  as  they  were 
enabled  to  aboliflx  their  paper-currency,  by  a  largi 
.  E  e  2  fiwu 
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fum  in  (liver  from  Britain  to  reimburfc  their  ex- 
pences  in  taking  Louifbourg,  which,  with  the  gold 
Drought  from  Portugal,  by  means  of  their  fifhf 
kept  them  fupplied  with  a  currency;  till  the  late 
war  furnifhed  them  and  all  America  with  bills 
of  exchange ;  fo  that  little  cafh  was  needed  for 
remittance*  Their  fifheries  too  furnifh  them  with 
remittance  through  Spain  and  Portugal  to  Eng- 
land ;  which  enables  them  the  more  eafily  to  re£ 
tain  gold  and  filver  in  their  country. — The  middU 
.Colonies  have  not  this  advantage;  Nor  have  the} 
1  tobacco ;  which  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  arifwers 
the  fame  purpofe. — When  colonies  are  fo  different 
in  their  circumftances,  a  regulation  that  is  not  in* 
convenient  to  one  or  a  few,  may  be  very  much  fo  to 
the  reft. — But  the  pay  is  now  become  fo  ipdifferent 
in  New  England,  at  lead  in  fome  of  its  provinces, 
through  the  want  of  currency;  that  the  trade  thi- 
ther is  at  prefent  under  great  difcouragement. 

The'4th  Reafon  is,  "  That  every  medium  of 
trade  Jhould  have  an  intrinfic  value ;  which  paper- 
money  has  not.  Gold  and  fiver  are  therefore*  the 
fittejl  for  this  medium^  as  they  are  an  equivalent ; 
which  paper  never  can  &\  "—-However  fit  a  parti- 
cular thing  may  be  for  a  particular  purpoie; 
wherever  that  thing  is  not  to  be  had,  or  not  to 
be  had  in  fufficient  quantity ;  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  to  ufc  fomething  elfe,  the  fitted  that  can  be 
got,  in  lieu  of  it.  Gold  and  filver  are  not  the 
produce  of  North  America,  which  has  no  mines  ; 
and  that  which  is  brought  thither  cannot  be  kept 
there  in  lutlicient  quantity  for  a  currency,     J5n- 

tain, 
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tain,  an  independent  great  ftate,  when  its  inha- 
bitants grow  too  fond  of  the  expenfive  luxuries 
of  foreign  countries,  that  draw  away  its  money  5 
can,  and  frequently  does,  make  laws  to  difcou- 
rage  or  prohibit  fuch  importations ;  and  by  that 
means  can  retain  its  cafh.     The  colonies  are  de- 
pendent governments  $  and  their  people  having 
naturally  great  refpeft  for  the  fovereign  country, 
and  being  thence  immoderately  fond  of  its  modes, 
manufactures,   and  fuperfluities,   cannot  be  re- 
trained from  purchafing  them  by  any  province 
law ;  becaufe  fuch  law,  if  made,  would  imme- 
diately be  repealed  here,   as  prejudicial  to  the 
trade  and  intereft  of  Britain.— It  feems  hard  there- 
fore to  draw  all  their  real  money  from  them,  and 
then  refufe  them  the  poor  privilege  of  ufing  pa- 
per inftead  of  it. — Bank  bills  and  bankers  notes 
are  daily  ufed  here  as  a  medium  of  trade,  and  in 
large  dealings  perhaps  the  greater  part  is  trans- 
acted by  their  means ;  and  yet  they  have  no  in- 
trinfic  value,  but  reft  on  the  credit  of  thofe  that 
iffue  them ;  as  paper-bills  in  the  colonies  do  on 
the  credit  of  the  refpedtive  governments   there. 
Their  being  payable  in  cafh  upon  fight  by  the 
drawer,  is  indeed  acircumftance  that  cannot  attend 
the  colony  bills  ;  for  thereafons  juft  above-men- 
tioned, their  cafh  being  drawn  from  them  by  the 
Britifh  trade ;  But  the  legal  tender  being  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  place,  is  rather  a  greater  advantage  to 
the  pofleffor ;  fince  he  need  not  be  at  the  trouble 
of  going  to  a  particular  bank  ox  banker  to  demand 
the  money,  finding  (wherever  he  has  occafion  to 
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lay  out  money  in  the  province)  a  perfon  that  i* 
obliged  to  take  the  bills.  So  that  even  out  of  the 
province,  the  knowledge  that  every  man  within 
that  province,  is  obliged  to  take  its  money ;  gives 
the.  bill  a  credit  among  its  neighbours,  nearly 
equal  to  what  they  have  at  home. — And  were  it 
not  for  the  laws  here,  that  reftrain  or  prohibit  ap 
much  as  pofliblc  all  lofing  trades,  the  cafti  of  this 
country  would  foon  be  exported ;  Every  merchant 
who  had  occafion  to  remit  it,  would  run  to  the 
bank  with  all  its  bills  that  came  into  his  hands, 
and  take  out  his  part  of  its  treafure  for  that  pur- 
pofe;  fo  that  in  afhort  time,  it  would  be  no  more 
able  to  pay  bills  in  money  upon  fight,  than  it  is 
now  in  the  power  of  a  colony  treafury  fo  to  do* 
And  if  government  afterwards  fhould  have,  occa- 
fion for  the  credit  of  the  bank,  it  mud  of  neceffity 
make  its  bills  a  legal  tender ;  funding  them  how* 
ever  on  Taxes  by  which  they  may  in  time  be  paid 
off;  as  has  been  the  general  practice  in  the  colo- 
nies.— At  this  very  time,  even  the  filvet-money 
in  England  is  obliged  to  the  legal  tender  for  part 
of  its  value ;  that  part,  which  is  the  difference 
between  its  real  weight  and  its  denomination. 
Great  part  of  the  (hillings  and  fixpences  now  cur- 
rent, are  by  wearing,  become  5,  10,  20,  and 
fome  of  the  fixpences  even  50  per  cent,  too  light* 
For  this  difference  between  the  rw/and  the  nomi- 
nal, you  have  no  intrinjic  value;  you  have  not 
fo  much  as  paper,  you  have  nothing.  It  is  the 
legal  tender,  with  the  knowledge  that  it  can  eafily 
be  repaired  for  the  fame  value,  that  makes  three* 
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pennyworth  of  filver  pafs  for  fixpence.  —  Gold 
and  filver  have  undoubtedly  fome  properties  that 
give  them  a  fitnefs  above  paper  as  a  medium  of 
exchange ;  particularly  their  univcrfal  ejlimation ; 
especially  in  cafes  where  a  country  has  occafion 
to  carry  its  money  abroad,  either  as  a  flock  to  trade 
with,  or  to  purchafe  allies  and  foreign  fuccours  * — 
Otherwife  that  very  univerfal  eftimation  is  an  in- 
convenience which  paper -money  is  free  from; 
fince  it  tends  to  deprive  a  country  of  even  the 
quantity  of  currency  that  fhould  be  retained  as  a 
neceflary  inftrument  of  its  internal  commerce ;  and 
obliges  it  to  be  continually  on  its  guard  in  makings 
and  executing  at  a  great  expence,  the  laws  that 
are  to  prevent  the  trade  which  exports  it. — Paper 
money  well  funded  has  another  great  advantage 
over  gold  and  filver ;  its  lightnefs  of  carriage,  ahii 
the  little  room  tHat  is  occupied  by  a  great  fumj4 
whereby  it  is  capable  of  being  more  eafily,  and. 
more  fafely,  becaufe  more  privately,  conveyed 
from  place  to  place. — Gold  and  filver  are  not  ot- 
trinfically  of  equal  value  with  iron,  a  metal  in  it- 
fclf  capable  of  many  mpre  beneficial  ufes  to  man- 
kind. T^heir  value  refts  chiefly  in  the  eftimation 
they  happen  to  be  in  among  the  generality  of  na- . 
tions,  and  the  credit  given  to  the  opinion  that 
that  eftimation  will  continue.  Otherwife  a  pound 
of  gold  would  not  be  a  real  equivalent  for  even  a 
bumel  of  wheat. — Any  other  well-founded  credit, 
is  as  much  an  equivalent  as  gold  and  filver ;  and 
ill  Tome  ciafes  more  fo,  or  it  wpixldnot  bfe  preferred 
by  commercial  people  in  different  countries .'    Not 
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to  mention  again  our  own  bank  bills ;  Holland**, 
which  underftands  the  value  of  cafh  as  well  as  any 
people  in  the  world,  would  never  part  with  gold 
and  filver  for  credit  (as  they  do  when  they  put  it 
into  their  bank,  from  whence  little  of  it  is  ever 
afterwards  drawn  out  *)  if  they  did  not  think  and 
find  the  credit  a  full  equivalent. 

The  5th  Reafon  is,  "  That  debtors  in  the  of- 
femblies  make  paper-money with  fraudulent  views." 
This  is  often  faid  by  the  adverfaries  of  paper- 
money,  and  if  it  has  been  the  cafe  in  any  parti- 
cular colony,  that  colony  fhould,  on  proof  of  the 
fedt,  be  duly  puniflied.  This,  however,  would 
be  no  reafon  for  punifhing  other  colonies,  who 
have  not  fo  abufed  their  legislative  powers.  To 
deprive  all  the  colonies  of  the  convenience  of 
paper-money,  bccaufe  it  has  been  charged  on 
fome  of  them,  that  they  have  made  it  an  inftru- 
ment  of  fraud ;  is  as  if  all  the  India,  Bank,  and 
other  flocks  and  trading  companies  were  to  be 
abolHhed,  becaufe  there  have  been,  once  in  an  age* 
Miffiflippi  and  South  fea  fchemes  and  bubbles. 

pThe  6th  and  laft  Reafon  is,  "  That  in  the  mid- 
dle colonies,  where  the  paper-money  has  been  beft 
fupported,  the  bilk  have  never  kept  to  their  nomi- 
nal value  in  circulation ;  but  have  conjiantly  depre- 
dated to  a  certain  degree,  whenever  the  quantity 
has  been  iricreafed" — If  the  rifing  of  the  value  of 
any  particular  commodity  wanted  for  exportation, 
is  to  be  confidered  as  a  depreciation  of  the  values^ 

#  [Perhaps  Dr.  Franklin  had  not  at  this  time  read  what  Sir  James- ; 
Stewart  fays  of  the  Amsterdam  bank  reiffuing  its  money.    E.] 
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of  whatever  remains  in  the  country ;   then  the 

•  rifing  of  fihrer  above  paper  to  that  height  of  ad- 
ditional value,  which  its  capability  of  exportation 

"Only  gave  it,  may  be  called  a  depreciation  of  the 
paper.  Even  here,  as  bullion  has  been  wanted 
or  not  wanted  for  exportation,  its  price  has  varied 
from  5s.  2d.  to  5s.  8d.  per  ounce.  This  is 
near  10  per  cent.  But  was  it  ever  faid  or  thought 
on  fueh  an  occafion  ;  that  all  the  bank  bills,  and 
all  the  coined  filver,  and  all  the  gold  in  the  king- 
dom, were  depreciated  10  percent.  ?  Coined 
filver  is  now  wanted  here  for  change,  and  1  per 

*  cent,  is  given  for  it  by  fome  bankers  ;  are  gold 
'  and  batik  notes  therefore  depreciated  1  per  cent.  ? 
—The  fadt  in  the  middle  colonies  is  really  this  : 
*<Dn  the  emiffion  of  the  firft  paper-money,  a  dif- 
ference'foon  arofe  between  that  and  filver ;  the 
Tatter  having  a  property  the  former  had  not,  a 

-  property  always  in  demand  in  the  colonies ;  to  wit, 
its    being :--fit  for  a  remittance*     This  property 
having  foon  found  its  value,  by  the  merchants  bid- 
ding on  one1  another  fot  it;  ahd  a  dollar  thereby 
coming  to  be +at ed  at  8  (hillings  in  paper- money 
of  New  York,  and  7  s.  64.  irv paper  of  Penfylvania; 
It  has  continued  uniformly  at'tnrofe  rates  in  both 
:  provinces-  now  near  40 "years fv  without  any  varia- 
tion upon  new  emiflions;  though  in  Penfylvania 
"  the  paper  currency  has  at  times  increafed  from 
;  15,^00 A :  the  firft  fum*  to  600,000/.  or  near  it* 
1  --Nor  has  tfriy  alteration  been  occasioned  by  the 
'^paper-monty,  in  the  price  of  thetteceflaries  of  life, 
when  compared  with  filver:  They  have  beeryfo* 
*-  •-  F  f  the. 
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the  greateft  part  of  the  time  no  higher  than  before 
it  was  emitted ;  varying  on\y  by  plenty  and  fcarc*- 
ty ;  according  to  the  feafons,  or  by  alsfs  or  greater 
foreign  demand. — It  has  indeed  been  uiual  with 
the  adverfaries  of  a  paper  currency,  to  call  every 
rife  of  exchange  with  London,  a  depreciation  of 
the  paper :  But  this  notion  appears  to  be  by  ao 
means  juft :  For  if  the  paper  purchafes  every  thin? 
but  bills  of  exchange,  at  the  fornper  rate,  and  tbefe 
bills  are  not  above  one- tenth  of  what  is  employed 
[in]  purchafes ;  then  it  may  be  more  properly  and 
truly  faid,  that  the  exchange  has  fifeo*  than  that 
the  paper  has  depreciated.  And  as  a  proof  of  this, 
it  is  a  certain  fad,  that  whenever  in  thofe  colonies 
bills  of  exchange  have  been  dearer,  the  purchafer 
has  been  conftantly  obliged  to  give  more  in  filvcr, 
as  well  as  in  paper,  for  them ;  the  filver  having 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  paper  at  the  rate  above 
mentioned ;  and  therefore  it  might  as  well  have 
been  faid  that  the  filver  was  depreciated. 

There  have  been  feveral  different  fchemes  for 
furoifhing  the  colonies  with  paper-money,  that 
fliould  not  be  a  legal  tender,  viz. 

i .  To  form  a  bank*  in  imitation  of  the  bank  of 
England,  with  a  fufficient  flock  of  cajh  to  pay  the 
bills  on  fight. 

This  has  been  often  propofed ;  but  appears  im- 
practicable, under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
colony  trade;  which,  as  is  faid  above,  draws  all 
the  ca(h  to  Britain,  and  would  foon  ftrip  the 
fcaak. 

2.  7# 
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2.  To  raifc  a  fund  by  fome  yearly  tax,  fecurely 
lodged  in  the  bank  of  England  as  it  ari/es,  which 
Jbould,  (during  the  term  of  years/ar  which  the  paper* 
bills  are  to  be  current)  accumulate  to  a  fum  Suffi- 
cient to  difcharge  them  all  at  their  original  value. 

This  has  been  tried  in  Maryland ;  and  the  bills 
fo  funded  were  iflued  without  being  made  a  gene- 
ral legal  tender.  The  event  was,  that  as  notes 
payable  in  time  are  naturally  fubjedt  to  a  difcount 
'  proportioned  to  the  time ;  fo  thefe  bills  fell  at 
the  beginning  of  the  term  fo  low,  as  that  twenty 
pounds  of  them  became  worth  no  more  than  twelve 
pounds  inPefifylvania,  the  next  neighbouring  pro- 
vince ;  though  both  had  been  ftruck  near  the 
fame  time  at  the  fame  nominal  value,  but  the  lat- 
ter was  fupported  by  the  general  legal  tender.  The 
Maryland  bills  however  began  to  rife  as  the  term 
ihortened,  and  towards  the  end  recovered  their 
full  value.  But  as  a  depreciating'  currency  injures 
trfeditors,  this  injured  debtors ;  and  by  its  con- 
tinually changing  value,  appears  unfit  for  the  pur- 
■pofe  at  money,  which  fliould  be  as  fixed  as  pofliblfc 
in  its  own  value ;  becaufe  it  is  to  be  the  meafurc 
of  the  value  of  other  things. 

3.  To  make  the  bills  carry  an  intercftfu/ficient  ta 
ifupponl  tbeikbalue.' 

)  >  This  too  has  beenrtried  in  fome  of  the  New  Eng- 
ihnd.  1  colonies;  but  great  incoiweniencies  wem 
found  to  attend  it.  The  bills,  to  fit  them  for  a 
currency,  arc  made  of  various  denominations;  and 
ibme  very  low,  ibr  the  fake  of  change ;  there  are 
.«f  them  froax  io/.  dawn  to  3*/.  When  they  firft: 
'  Ff  2  come 
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come  abroad,'  they  pafs  eafily,  and  anfwer  tire  pnr- 
poic  well  enough  for  a  few  months;  but  as  ibori 
us  the  interelt  becomes. worth  computing,  th$, 
calculation  of  it  on  every  little. bill  in  a  fum  be** 
tween  the  dealer  arid  his  ciiilomers  in  (hops,  ware-* 
houfes,  and  markets,  takes  up  much  time  *,  to 
the  great  hindrance  of  buiinefs.  This  evil,  how- 
ever, foon  gave,  place  to  a  worfe  ;  for  th& bills  were 
in  a  fliort  time  gathered  up.  and  hairded;  it  being 
a  very  tempting  advantage  to  have :mbney :  bearing 
intereft*  and  the  principal  all  the  while  in  a  man's 
power,  ready  for  bargains  that  may  offer ;  which 
money  out  on  mortgagees  not.  '  By  this  means 
numbers  of  people  hecame'ufurers  with  fhaall  funis; 
who  could  not r  have  found  perfons  totakecfuch 
fums  of  them  upon  intereft,  giving  good  fecurityj 
and  would  therefore  not  have  thdught  of  it  j:  but 
would  rather  have  employed  the  money  in  fome 
bufinefs,  if  it  had  been  money  of  the  commoh 
.kind.  Thus  trade,  inftead'  of  being  increafed  by 
fuch  bills,  is  diminifhed  \  and  by  their  being  {hut 
up  in  chefts>  the  very  end  of  making  them  (viz* 
to  furnifh  a  medium  of  commerce)  is  in  a  great 
meafure,  if  not  totally  defeated. 

On  the  whole,  no  method  has  hitherto  beea 
formed  to  eftablifh  a  medium  of  trade,  in  lieu  of 
money,  equal  in  all  its  advantages,  to  bills  df 
credit — funded  on  fufficient  taxes  for  difcharging 
it,  or  on  land-fecurity  of  double  the  value  for 
repaying  it  at  the  end  of  the  term;  and  in  the 
meantime,  made  a  general  legal  tender. 
3  The 
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The  experience  of  now  near  half  a  century  in  the 
middle  colonies,  has  convinced  them  of  it  among 
themfelyes  ;,  by  the  great  increafe  of  their  fettle- 
ments,  numbers,  buildings,  improvements,  agri- 
culture, (hipping,  and  commerce.  And  the  fame 
experience  has  fatisfied  the  Britifh  merchants  who 
trade  thither,  that  it  has  been  greatly  ufeful  to 
them,  and  not  in  a  {ingle  inftance  prejudicial. 

It  is  therefore  hoped,  that  fecuring  the  full 
discharge  of  Britifh  debts,  which  are  payable  here, 
and  in  all  juftice  and  reafon  ought  to  be  fully  dif- 
charged  here  in  fterling  money ;  the  reftraint  on 
the  legal  tender  within  the  colonies  will  be  taken 
off;  at  lead  for  thofe  colonies  that  defire  it,  and 
where  the  merchants  trading  to  them  make  no 
ebje&ion  to  it. 
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Remarks  on  a  Plan  for  the  future  Management 
of  Indian  Affairs  J. 


*Tp  H  E  regulations  in  this  plan  feem  to  me  %o 
*     be  in  general  very  good  ;  but  fome  few  ap- 
pear to  want  explanation  or  farther  consideration. 

Claufe  3.  Is  it  intended  by  this  claufe  to  pre>- 
irent  the  trade  that  Indians,  living  near  the  fron- 
tiers, may  choofe  to  carry  on  with  the  inhabitants, 
by  bringing  their  flcins  into  the  [Englifh]  fettle- 
merots  ?— This  prevention  is  haniiy  practicable^ 
*&  foch  trade  may  be  carried  -on  -in  many  places 
out  of  the  obfervation  of  government*  fchei«>i*- 
tier  being  of  great  extent,  and  the  inhabitants 
thinly  fettled  in  the  woods,  remote  from  each  other* 
The  Indians  too  do  not  every  where  live  in  towns 
fufficiently  numerous  to  encourage  traders  to  re- 

X  [The  plan  remarked  upon,  was  under  the  consideration  of  mi- 
niftrv  before  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 766,  and  (as  I  am  inclined  to* 
think)  after  the  commencement  of  1765.  I  can  go  no  nearer  as  to 
its  date. 

It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  it,  as  the  remarks  ex- 
plain themfelves;  except  perhaps  as  to  the  following  points.  The 
.  ^ttj« Wtjto  be  open  ;  there  were  to  be  two  fuperintendants  to  it ;  in* 
'the :  northern  diftrict  the  trade  was  to  be  carried  on  at  fixed  pofts,  in 
the  fouthern  within  the  Indian  towns ;  the  military  were  to  have  no 
power  over  the  fuperintendants  or  the  Indian  trade,  even  in  war  time, 
unlefs  with  the  fuperintendants  a/Tent,  or  in  great  exigencies  ;  the 
fuperintendants,  by  themfelves  or  deputies,  were  to  make  annual 
visitations  among  the  Indians,  to  fee  to  juftice,  &c.  and  their  pro- 
ceedings were  to  be  very  fummary  ;  and  no  credit  was  to  be  given 
to  the  Indians  beyond  50  fhillings,  for  no  higher  debt  was  to  be 
made  recoverable.     E.I 
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fide  among  them ;  but  in  fcattered  families,  here 
and  there ;  often  fhifting  their  Situation  for  the 
fake  of  better  hunting; — and  if  they  are  near  the 
Engliih  fettlements,  it  would  feem  to  them  very 
hard  to  be  obliged  to  carry  their  fkins  for  fale  to 
remote  towns  or  pofts ;  when  they  could  difpofe 
of  them  to  their  neighbours,  with  lefs  trouble, 
and  to  greater  .advantage ;  as  the  goods  they  want 
for  them,  are  and  muft  be  dearer  at  fuch  remote 
pofts. 

4.  The  colony  a  laws  for  regulating  Indian 
u  affairs  or  .commerce/'  are  the  refutt  of  long 
experience,  made  by  people  on  the  fppt,  interefted 
to  make  them  good;  Mid  it  would  be  well  to 
confider  the  matter  thoroughly,  before  they  are 
repealed,  to  make  way  for  new  untried  fchemes. 

By  whom  are  they  to  be  repealed  ?  By  the  co- 
lony aflemblies  ?  or  by  parliament  ? — Some  diffi- 
culty will  arife  here. 

13.  The  diftridls  feem  too  large  for  this. 
The  Indians  under  the  care  of  the  northern  fu- 
perintendant,  by  this  plan,  border  on  the  colo- 
nies of  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,  New  Hampshire, 
MafTachufetts,  Conne&icut,  New  York,  New 
Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia :  The 
fuperintendant's  fituation,  remote  from  many  of 
thefe,  fnay  occafion  great  inconvenience ;  if  his 
confent  is  always  to  be  neceflary  in  fuch  cafes. 

14.  This  feems  too  much  to  be  done,  when 
the  vaftnefs  of  the  diftridt  is  confidered.  If  there 
Were  more  diftridls  and  fmaller,  it  might  be  more 
pradUcable. 

15  and 
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15  and  16.  Are  thefe  agents  or  commiflaries 
to  try  caufes  where  life  is  concerned  ? —  Would  it 
not  be  better  to  fend  the  criminals  into  fome  civil 
well  fettled  government  or  colony,  for  trial,  where 
good  juries  can  be  had  ? 

18.  t€  Chief  for  the  whole  tribe  1  who  Jhail  con- 
"  Jtantly  refide  with  the  commiQary,  &c." — Pro- 
vision muft  then  be  made  for  his  maintenance,  as 
particular  Indians  have  no  eftates,  but  live  by 
hunting  $  and  their  public  has  no  funds  or  reve- 
nues.— Being  ufed  to  rambling,  it  would  perhaps- 
not  be  eafy  to  find  one,  who  would  be  obliged  to 
this  conftant  refidence ;  but  it  may  be  tried. 

22.  If  the  agent  and  his  deputies,  and  tHe 
commiflaries,  are  not  to  trade  ;  fhould  it  not  be 
a  part  of  their  oath,  that  they  will  have  no  con- 
cern in  fuch  trade*  diredlly  or  indireftly  ?' —  Pri- 
vate agreements  between  them  and  the  tracers, 
for  (hare  of  profits,  fhould  be  guarded  againft*; 
and  the  fame  care  taken  to  prevent,  if  pofiible, . 
private  agreements  between  them  and  the  pur- 
chafers  of  Indian  lands. 

31;  — —  "  or  trading  at  any  other  poft,  &c." 
This  (hould  be  fo  expreffed,  as  to  make  the  mafter 
liable  for  the  offence  of  the  fervant;  otherWife 
it  will  have  no  effedh 

33.  I  doubt  the  fettling  of  tariffs  will  be  a 
matter  of  difficulty.  There  may  be  differences 
of  finenefs,.  goodnefs,  and  value,  in  the  goods  of 
different  traders,  that  cannot  be  properly  allowed 
for  by  general  tariffs.  And  it  feems  contrary 'to 
the  nature  of  commerce,  for  government  to  intet- 

fcre 
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fere  in  the  prices  of  commodities.  Trade  is  a 
voluntary  thing  between  buyer  and  feller;  in 
every  article  of  which  each  exercifes  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  is  to  pleafe  himfelf.  Suppofe  either 
Indian  or  trader  is  diffatisfied  with  the  tariff,  and 
refufes  barter  on  thofe  terms ;  are  the  refufers  to 
be  compelled  ?  if  not,  Why  fhould  an  Indian  be 
forbidden  to  take  more  goods  for  his  fkins  than 

jour  tariff  allows,  if  the  trader  is  willing  to  give 
them ;  or  a  trader  more  fkins  for  his  good6,  if 
the  Indian  is  willing  to  give  them  ?— Where  there 
are  a  number  of  different  traders,  the  feparate 
defire  of  each  to  get  more  cuftpm,  will  operate 
in  bringing  down  th^ir  goods  to  a  rfcafonable  price. 
It  therefore  feems  to  pie,  that  trade  will  beft  fifid 
and  make  its  owh  rates  j  and  that  government  caii- 
not  well  interfere,>unlefs  it  will  take  the  whole 
trade  into  its  own  hands  (as  in  fome  colonies  it 
does)  and  manage  it  by  its  own  fervants,  at  its 
own  rifque.      ' 

38.  I  appreheqd,  that  if  the  Indians  cannot 
get  rum  of  fair  traders,  it  will' be  a  great  means 
of  defeating  all  thefe  regulations  that  direct  the 

,  trade  to  be  carried  on  at  certain  pofts.  The  couti- 
tries  and  forefts  are  fo  very  large,  .it  is  fcarce  jpof- 

.  Able  to  guard  every  part;  fo  as'to  prevent  iinlicerifed 
traders "drawing  the  Indians  and  the  trade  to  theiA- 
felves,  by  rum  and  other  fpiritbus  liquors ;  which 
all  lavage  people  are  fo  fond  of.    I  think  they  will 

fenerally  trade  where  they  can  get  rum,  prefera- 
ly  to  where  it  is  refufed  them; — and  the  propofed 
.prohibition  will  therefore  be  a  great  encourage- 
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ment  to  unlicenfed  traders,  and  promote  fuch 
trade. — If  the  commifTaries  or  officers  at  the  port s, 
can  prevent  the  felling  of  rum.  during  the  barter 
for  other  goods,  and  until  the  Indians  are  about 
going  away  ;  it  is  perhaps  all  that  is  practicable 
or  necefTary. — The  miflionaries  will,  among  other 
things,  endeavour  to  prevail  with  them  to  live 
foberly  and  avoid  drunkennefs. 

39.  The  Indian  trade,  fa  far  as  credit  is  con- 
cerned, has  hitherto  been  carried  on  wholly  upon 
honour.  They  have  among  themfelves  no  fuch 
thing  as  prifons  or  confinements  for  debt. — -This 
article  feems  to  imply,  that  an  Indian  may  be  com- 
pelled ,by  l$w,  to  pay  a  debt  of  fifty  fhillings  or 
under.  Our  legal  metliQd  of  compulfion  is  by 
imprifonment :  The  Indians  cannot  and  will  not 
imprifon  one  another ;  And  if  we  attempt  to  im- 
,  prifon  them,,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  generally 
difliked  by  the  nations,  and  occafion  breaches.— 
They  have  fuch  high  ideas  of  the  value  of  perfbnal 
liberty,  and  fuch  flight  ones  of  the  value  of  perfb- 
nal property ;  that  they  would  think  the  difpro- 
portion  monflxous  between  the  liberty  of  a  man, 
and  a  debt  of  a  few  fhillings ;  and  that  it  would 
be  exceffiyely  inequitable  and  unjuft,  to  take  away 
the  one  for  a  default  in  payment  of  the  other.  It 
feems  to  me  therefore  beft,  to  leave  that  matter 
on  its  prefent  footing ;  the  debts  under  fifty  fhil- 
lings as  irrecoverable  by  law,  as  this  article  pro- 
pofes  for  the  debts  above  fifty  fhillings. — Debts 
of  honour  are  generally  as  well  paid  as  other  debts. 
Where  no  compulfion  can  be  ufed,  it  is  more  dif- 
I  graceful 
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graceful  to  be  difhoneft.— If  the  trader  thinks  his 
rifque  greater  in  trufting  any  particular  Indian,  he 
will  either  not  do  it,  or  proportion  his  price  to 
his  rifque. 

44.  As  the  goods  for  the  Indian  trade  all  come 
from  England,  and  the  peltry  is  chiefly  brought 
to  England;  perhaps  it  will  be  beft  to  lay  the  duty 
here,  on  the  exportation  of  the  one,  and  the  im- 
portation of  the  other ;  to  avoid  meddling  with 
the  queftion,  of  the  right  to  lay  duties  in  America 
by  parliament  here. 

If  it  is  thought  proper  to  carry  the  trading  part 
of  this  plan  into  execution,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  try  it  Jirji  in  a  few  pqfts,  to  which  the  prefent 
colony  laws  for  regulating  the  Indian  trade  do  not 
reach ;  that  by  experience,  its  utility  may  be  as- 
certained, or  its  defedts  difcovered  and  amended; 
before  it  is  made  general,  and  thofe  laws  repealed 
to  make  way  for  it? — If  the  Indians  find  by  ex- 
perience that  they  are  better  ufed  in  their  trade  at 
the  pofts,  under  thefe  regulations,  than  at  othec 
places ;  may  it  not  make  them  defirous  of  having 
the  regulations  extended  toother  places;  and  when 
extended,,  better  fatisfied  with  them  upon  reflec- 
tion and  comparifon  *  ? 

•  [The  editor  has  given  the  following  memorandum  of  Indian 
fighting  men,  inhabiting  near  the  diftant  pofts,  in  1762;  to  indulge  the 
curious  in  future  times,  and  (hew  alfo  the  extent  of  Dr.  Franklin's 
travels.  He  believes  it  likely  to  have  been  taken  by  Dr.  Franklin 
in  an  expedition  which  he  made,  as  a  commander  in  the  Penfylvania 
militia,  in  order  to  determine  meafures  and  fituations  for  the  out- 
pofts;  but  is  by  no  means  afiured  of  the  accuracy  of  this  opinion. 
The  paper  however  is  in  Dr.  Franklin's  hand- writing :    but  it 

G  g  2  mud 


228  Itemarks  oh  a  P/an,  &c. 

muftnot  bjemiftakea  as  containing  a  l{#  p/tne.w^^ 

enumerated,  bat  only  fuch  part  or  them  W  JiveJ i&it  die  p\ktk$ 

defcribed.     B-]     .  _  .  .    .....      K;m  .,. ;    w    L.  ._     ^% 

A  lift  of  the  number  of  fighting  men  of  the  different  nation*  pf 
^  Indians,  through  which  I  (Dr.  Franklin)  paflcd,  living  it  of  irtirtflc 
fcveral  pofts. 

SaNDUIKT^  .    .     .        *  .  i,#i 

Wyandotts  and  Mohickons  L  .  :  -  -  .      ado 

Detroit.  , 

Poutauwautimiea  iyo 

Ottawaa  250 

Wyandotts  250 

Cheapwas  $20      ------      pjk 

MlCHILEMAKINAC. 

Ottawas  250 

Cheapwas  400      ------      650 

La  Bay, 

Meynomeneys  110 

'  Pervons  36Q 

Sax  300 

Reynard  320      ------     1690 

St.  Joseph's. 

Poutanwautimies  200 

Ottawas  (fome  diftancc)  150     ------      J56 

The  Mi  a  11  ibs. 
Mincamies  or  Twigtwees  ------      230 

OUITANON. 

Ouitanons  200    . 

Thickapoofe  180 

Mufquiton  90 

Pyankifhaws  100     ------      57b 

Sbawansse. 

At  the  lower  town,  on  Scioto  240 

At  the  upper  town,  on  Muikingum     60     - 300 

4360 

There  is  a  nation,  back  of  the  Bay,  who  uied  formerly  to  come 
there  to  vifit  the  French,  when  they  were  in  poffeffcon  of  that  poft, 
called  La  Situ,  computed  to  be  2500  fighting  men;  who  have  this 
fummer  fent  word  to  Mr.  Gorrell,  who  commands  there,  that  they 
purpofe  jpaying  him  a  vifit  late  this  fall  or  in  the  iprifcg. 
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Caufes  of  the  American  Difcontents  before  1768. 

The  Waves  never  rife  but  when  the  winds  blow. 

Provs 

SIR*, 

A  S  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  ill  humour  in  Ame- 
•**  rica,  and  of  the  refolutions  taken  there  to 
purchafe  lefs  of  our  manufactures,  does  not  feem 
to  be  generally  underftood ;  it  may  afford  fome 
fatisfadtion  to  your  readers,  if  you  give  them  the 
following  fhort  hiftorical  ftate  of  fadts. 

From  the  time  that  the  colonies  were  firfl:  con- 
fidered  as  capable  of  granting  aids  to  the  crown, 
down  to  the  end  of  the  laft  war,  it  is  faid,  that 
the  conftant  mode  of  obtaining  thofe  aids  was, 
by  requifition  made  from  the  crown,  through  its 
governors  to  the  feveral  aflemblies,  in  circular 
letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  his  Majefty's 
name ;  fetting  forth  the  occafion,  requiring  them 
to  take  the  matter  into  confideration,  and  ex- 
preffing  a  reliance  on  their  prudence,  duty,  and 
affedtion  to  his  Majefty's  government,  that  they 
would  grant  fuch  fums,  or  raife  fuch  numbers  of 
men,  as  were  fuitable  to  their  refpedtive  circum- 
ftances. 

The  colonies  being  accuftomed  to  this  method, 
have  from  time  to  time  granted  money  to    the 

*  [This  letter  firft  appeared  in  a.  London  paper,  January  7,  1768, 
and  was  afterwards  reprinted  as  a  poftfcript  to  The  true  fent intents 
•f  America,  printed  for  Almon,  1768.     E.J 

crown, 
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crown,  or  raifed  troops  for  its  fervice,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  abilities ;  and  during  all  the  laft  w^r 
beyond  thtfir  abilities ;  fo  that  confiderable  funis 
were  returned  them  yearly  by  parliament,  as  they 
had  exceeded  their  proportion. 

Had  this  happy  method  of  requifition  been 
continued,  (a  method  that  left  the  King's  fubjedts 
in  thofe  remote  countries  the  pleafure  of  (hawing 
their  zeal  and  loyalty,  and  of  imagining  that  they 
recommended  themfelves  to  their  fovereign  by  the 
liberality  of  their  voluntary  grants)  there  is  no 
doubt,  but  all  the  money  that  could  reafonably 
be  expedted  to  be  raifed  from  them  in  any  man- 
ner ;  might  have  been  obtained,  without  the  leaft 
'heart-burning,  offence,  or  breach  of  the  harmony 
of  affedtions  and  interefts  that  fo  long  fubfiftod 
between  the  two  countries. 

It  has  been  thought  wifdom  in  a  government  ex- 
crcifing  fovereignty  over  different  kinds  of  people, 
to  have  fome  regard  to  prevailing  and  ejlablifhed 
opinions  among  tne  people  to  be  governed  ;  where- 
ever  fuch  opinions  might  in  their  efFedts,  obftrudt 
or  promote  public  meafures.  If  they  tend  to 
obftrudt  public  fervice,  they  are  to  be  changed, 
if  poffible,  before  we  attempt  to  adt  againft  them; 
and  they  can  only  be  changed  by  reafon  and  per- 
fuafion.  But  if  public  bufinefs  can  be  carried  on 
without  thwarting  thofe  opinions ;  if  they  can  be, 
on  the  contrary,  made  fubfervient  to  it;  they  are 
not  unneceflarily  to  be  thwarted,  how  abfurd  fuch 
popular  opinions  may  be  in  their  nature. 

This 
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This  had  been  ihe  wifdom  of  our  government 
with  refpeft  to  raiting  money  in  the  colonies.  It 
was  well  known,  that  the  colonifts  univerfally 
were  of  opinion,  that  no  money  could  be  levitti 
from  Englifli  fubje&s,  but  by  thdir  own  confentj 
given  by  themfelves  or  their  chofen  reprefenta- 
tives  ;  that -therefore  whatever  ]money  was  to  be 
raifed  from  the  people  in  the  colonies,  ftiuft  firft 
be  wanted  by<their  aflemblies,  as  the  motfey  ralfed 
in  Britain  is  firft  to  be  granted  by  the  bou-fe  of 
commons;  «ha*  this 'right  of  granting  their  own 
money,  was  effential  to  Engliih  liberty  $  -and  that 
if  any  man,  or  body  of  men  m  which  they  had 
no  reprefentative  of  their  choofifig,  could  lax  them 
at  pleafurfc,  they  could  *iot  be  faid  to  liave  any 
property,  any  thing  they  could  call  their  own. 
But  as  thefe  opinions  did  not  hinder  theit  grant- 
ing money  voluntarily  and  amply,  whenever  the 
crown  by  its  fervants  came  into  their  affemMies 
(as  it  does  into  its  parliaments  of Britain  ox  Ireland) 
and  demanded  aids;  therefore  that  method  wasi 
chofen  ;  rather  than  the  hateful  one  of  arbitrary 
taxes. 

I  do  not  undertake  here  to  fupport  thefe  opinions 
of  the  Americans)  they  have  been  reftited  by  a  late 
aft  of  parliament,  declaring  its  own  power  5—— 
which  very  parliament,  however,  (hewed  wifely 
fo  much  tender  regard  to  thofe  inveterate  preju- 
dices, as  to  repeal  a  tax  that  had  militated  againil 
them.  And  thofe  prejudices  are  flill  fo  fixed 
and  rooted  in  the  Americans,  that,  it  has  been 
fuppofed,  not  a  fingk  man  among  them  has  been 

H  h  convinced 
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convinced  of  his  error,  even  by  that  adit  of  par- 
liament. 

The  perfon  then  who  firft  projected  to  lay  afide 
the  accuftomed  method  of  requisition,  and  to  raife 
money  on  America  by  Jiamps,  feems  not  to  have 
afted  wifely,  in  deviating  from  that  method 
(which  the  colonifts  looked  upon  as  conftitutional) 
and  thwarting  unneceflarily  the  fixed  prejudices 
of  fo  great  a  number  of  the  King's  fubje&s.— -It 
was  not,  however,  for  want  of  knowledge,  that 
what  he  was  about  to  do  would  give  them  offence  > 
he  appears  to  have  been  very  fenfible  of  this,  and 
apprehenfive  that  it  might  occafion  fome  diforders* 
to  prevent  or  fupprefs  which,  he  projected  another 
bill  that  was  brought  in  the  fame  feffion  with  the. 
Stamp.  Adt,  whereby  it  was  to  be  made  lawful  for 
military  officers  in  the  colonies  to  quarter  their  fol- 
diers  in  private  houfes.  This  feemed  intended  to 
awe  the  people  into  a  compliance  with  the  other 
adt.  Great  oppofition  however  being  ralfed  here 
againft  the  bill  by  the  agents  from  the  colonies, 
and  the  merchants  trading  thither,  (the  colonifts 
declaring,  that  under  fuch  a  power  in  the  army> 
no  one  could  look  on  his  houfe  as  his  own,  or 
think  he  had  a  home,  when  foldiers  might  be 
thruft  into  it  and  mixed  with  his  family  at  the 
pleafure  of  an  officer,)  that  part  of  the  bill  was 
dropt ;  but  there  ftill  remained  a  claufe,  when  it 
paired  into  a  law,  to  oblige  the  feveral  aflemblies 
to  provide  quarters  for  the  foldiers,  furnifhing 
them  with  firing,  bedding,  candles,  fmall  beer 
or  rum,  and  fundry  other  articles,  at  the  expence 

of 
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of  the  feveral  provinces.  And  this  aft  continued 
in  force  when  the  Stamp  Aft  was  repealed;  though 
if  obligatory  on  the  affemblies,  it  equally  mili- 
tated againft  the  American  principle  above  men- 
tioned— that  money  is  not  to  be  raifed  on  Englifh 
fubjefts  without  their  confent. 

The  colonies  neverthelefs  being  put  into  high 
good  humour  by  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft, 
chofe  to  avoid  a  frefh  difpute  upon  the  other,  it 
being  temporary  and  foon  to  expire,  never,  as 
they  hoped,  to  revive  again ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  they,  by  various  ways  in  different  colonies, 
provided  for  the  quartering  of  the  troops;  either 
by  afts  of  their  own  affemblies,  without  taking 
notice  of  the  Aft  of  Parliament l,  or  by  fome  variety 
or  fmall  diminution,  as  of  fait  and  vinegar,  in  the 
fupplies  required  by  the  aft ;  that  what  they  did 
might  appear  a  voluntary. aft  of  their  own,  and 
not  done  in  due  obedience  to  an  ASi^of  Parliament, 
which,  according  to  their  ideas  of  their  rights, 
they  thought  hard  to  obey. 

It  might  have  been  well  if  the  matter  had  then 
paffed  without  notice;  but  a  governor  having 
written  home  an  angry  and  aggravating  letter  uppn 
this  conduft  in  the  affembly  of  his  province,  the 
outed  [Propofer  *]  of  the  Stamp  Aft  and  his  adhe- 
rents (then  in  the  oppofition)  raifed  fuch  a  cla- 
mour againft  America,  as  being  in  rebellion;  aad 
againft  thofe  who  had  been  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Aft,  as  having  thereby  been  encouragers 

•  [Mr.  George  Grtnville.     E.  ]    , 

H  h  2  of 
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of  this  fuppofcd  rebellion;  that  it  was  thought 
neceflary  to  enforce  the  Quartering  Adk  by  another 
aft  of  parliament,  taking  away  fnom  the  province 
of  New  York  (which  had  been  the  moft  explicit 
in  its  refufal)  all  the  powers  of  tegiflation,  till  it 
fhould  have  complied  with  that  ad:.  The  news 
of  which  greatly  alarmed  the  people  every  where 
in  America,  as  (it  had  been  faid)  the  language  of 
fuch  an' ad  feemed  to  them  to  be—obey  implicitly 
laws  made  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to 
raife  money  on  you  without  your  confent,  or  you 
(hall  enjoy  no  rights  or  privileges  at  all. 

At  the  fame  time  a  perfon  lately  in  high  of- 
fice *  projected  the  levying  more  money,  from 
America,  by  new  duties  on  various  articles  of  our 
own  manufacture,  (as  glafs,  paper,  painters  co- 
lours, &e.)  appointing  a  new  board  of  cuftoms, 
-and  fending  over  a  fet  of  commiffioners,  with 
large  falaries*  to  be  eftablifhed  at  Bofton,  who 
were  to  have  the  care  of  collecting  thofe  duties ; 
which  were  by  the  adt  exprefsly  mentioned  tp  be 
intended  for  the  payment  of  the  falaries*  of  go- 
vernors, judges,  and  other  officers  of  the  crown 
in  America ;  it  being  a  pretty  general  opinion 
here,  that  thofe  officers  ought  not  to  depend  on 
the  people  there,  for  any  part  of  their  fupport* 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  combat  this  opinion* 
—But  perhaps  it  may  be  fome  fatisfa&ioq  to  your 
readers,  to  know  what  ideas  the  Americans  have 
on  the  fubje&.     They  fay  then,  as  to  governors, 

•  [Mr.  CbarUi  Tiwn/ind.    E.\ 

that 
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that  they  are  not  like  princes  whofe  pofterity  have 
an  inheritance  in  the  government  of  a  nation,  and 
therefore  an  interefl  in  its  profperitv ;  they  are 
generally  ftrangers  to  the  provinces  they  are  fent 
to  govern  ;  have  no  eftate,  natural  connexion,  or 
relation  there,  to  give  them  an  affe&ion  for  the 
country ;  that  they  come  only  to  make  money  as 
faft  as  they  can ;  are  fometimes  men  of  vicious 
characters  and  broken  fortunes,  fent  by  a  minifter 
merely  to  get  them  out  of  the  way ;  that  as  they 
intend  ftaying  in  the  country  no  longer  than  their 
government  continues,  and  purpofe  to  leave  no 
family  behind  them ;  they  are  apt  to  be  regard- 
lefs  of  the  good-will  of  the  people,  and  care  not 
what  is  faid  or  thought  of  them  after  they  are 
gone.  Their  fituation  at  the  fame  time,  gives 
them  many  opportunities  of  being  vexatious; 
and  they  are  often  fo,  notwithftanding  their  de- 
pendence on  the  affemblies  for  all  that  part  of 
their  fupport,  that7  dods  not  arife  from  fees  efta- 
bliftied  by  law ;  but  would  probably  be  much 
more  fo,  if  they  wfere  to  be  fupported  by  money 
drawn  from  the  people  without  their  confent 
or  good  will;  which  is  the  profeffed  deiign  of 
this  new  adt.  That  if  by  means  of  thefe  forced 
duties  government  is  to  be  fupported  in  America, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  affemblies ;  their 
aflemblies  will  foon  be  looked  upon  as  ufelefs; 
and  a  governor  will  not  call  them,  as  having 
nothing  to  hope  from  their  meeting,  and  perhaps 
fomething  to  fear  from  their  inquiries  into,  arid 
remonftrances    againft,    his   mal-adminiftratiort. 

That 
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That  thus  the  people  will  be  deprived  of  their 
moft  eflential  rights.  That  it  being  (as  at  prefenit) 
a  governor's  intereft  to  cultivate  the  good-will, 
by  promoting  the  welfare,  of  the  people  he  governs, 
—can  be  attended  with  no  prejudice  to  the  motherr 
country ;  fince  all  the  laws  he  may  be  prevailed  on 
to  give  his  aflfent  to  are  fubjedt  to  revifionhere, 
and  if  reported  againft  by  the  board,  of  trade,  -are 
immediately  repealed  by.  the  crown;  nor  dare 
he  pafs  any  law  contrary  to  his;  inftrudfcians  #  ^s 
he  holds  his  office  during  theipleafure  of  the 
crown,  and  his  fecurities  are  liable  for  the  pe- 
nalties of  their  bonds  if  he  contravenes  thofeiri- 
ftrudtions.  This  is  what  they  fay  as  to  go- 
vernors. •':   •••:.:■ 

As  to  judges  they  allege,  that.ibeing  ap- 
pointed from  hence,  and  holding  their  commif- 
fions  not  during  good  behaviour,  as  in  Britain* 
but  during  pleafure ;  all  the  weight  of  intereft 
or  influence  would  be  thrown  ::in£o  one  of  the 
fc&les  (which  ought  to  be  hdd  even)  if  the  fala- 
ries  are  alio  to  be  paid  out  of  duties  raifed  upon 
the  people'  without  their  content,  and  indepen- 
dent of  their  aflemblies  approbation  or  disap- 
probation of  the  judges  behaviour..-  That  it  is 
true,  judges  (hould  be  free  from  all: influence^ 
and  therefore,  whenever  government  ?  here  ; will 
grant  commitfions  to  able  and  houeft  judges 
during  good  behaviour,  the  aflemblies  will  fet- 
tle permanent  and  ample  falaries  on  them  during 
their  commiflions;  but,  at  prefent,  they  .have 
.no -other  means  of  getting  rid  of  an  ignorant:  or 
'  an 
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an  unjuft  judge  (and  fome  of  fcandalous  charac- 
ters have,  they  fay,  been  fometimes  fent  them) 
left,  but  by  ftarving  them  out. 

1  do  not  fuppofe  thefe  reafonings  of  theirs  will 
appear  here  to  have  much  weight.  I  do  not 
produce  them  with  an  expedtation  of  convinc- 
ing your  readers.  I  relate  them  merely  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  tafk  I  have  impofed  on  myfelf, 
to  be  an  impartial  hiftorian  of  American  fads  and 
opinions. 

The  colonifts  being  thus  greatly  alarmed,  as  I 
faid  before,  by  the  news  of  the  adt  for  abolifhing 
the  legiflature  of  New  York,  and  the  impofition 
of  thefe  new  duties,  profeffedly  for  fuch  difagree- 
able  purpofes  (accompanied  by  a  new  fet  of  reve- 
nue officers,  with  large  appointments,  which  gave 
ftrong  fufpicions,  that  more  bufinefs  of  the  fame 
kind  was  foon  to  be  provided  for  them,  that  they 
might  earn  their  falaries) ;  began  ferioufly  to  con- 
fider  their  fituation ;  and  to  revolve  afrefh  in  their 
minds,  grievances  which  from  their  refpedt  and 
love  for  this  country,  they  had  long  borne  and 
feemed  almoft  willing  to  forget. — They  reflected 
how  lightly  the  inter  eft  of  all  America  had  been 
eftimated  here,  when  theiintereft&of  &  few  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  happened  to  have  the 
fmalleft  competition  with  it.  That  the  whole 
American  people  was  forbidden  the  advantage  of 
a  diredt  importation  of  wine,  oil,  and  fruit,  from 
Portugal ;  but  muft  take  them  loaded  with  all  the 
expence  of  a  voyage  one  thousand  leagues  round 
about,  being  to  be  landed  firft  in  England,  to  be 

re-fhipped 
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%  re-fhipped  for  America-,  expenccs  amounting,  in 
war-time,  at  leait  to  thirty  pounds  j>er  cent,  more 
than  otherwife  they  would  have  been  >cbargfcd 
with ;  and  all  this  merely,  that  a  few  Portugal 
merchants  in  London  may  .gain  a  commiflion  on 
thofe  goods  paffing  through  their  hands,  (Por^ 
/e/gv*/ merchants,  by  the  by,  that  can  complain 
loudly  of  the  fmalleft  hardfhips  laid  on  their  trade 
by  foreigners,  and  yet  even  in  the  laft  year  could 
oppofe  with  all  their  influence  the  giving  eafe  >to 
dheir  fellow-;fubje<Ss  labouring  tinder  fo  heavy  an 
oppreflion  !)  That  on  a  flight  complaint  of  a  few 
Virginia  merchants,  nine  colonies  had  been  re-> 
drained  from  making  paper-money,  become  ab* 
folutely  neceflary  to  their  internal  commerce,  from 
the  conftant  remittance  of  their  gold  and  filver  to 
Britain. — But  not  only  the  intereft  of  a  particular 
body  of  merchants ;  but  the  intereft  of  any  fmall 
body  of  Britifh  trade/men  or  artificers,  has  been 
found,  they  fay,  to  outweigh  that  of  all  the  King's 
fubjeds  in  the  colonies.  — There  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  natural  right  than  that  of  a  man's  making 
the  beft  profit  he  can  of  the  natural  produce  of 
his  lands,  provided  he  does  not  thereby  hurt  the 
ftate  in  general.  Iron  is  to  be  found  every  where 
in  America,  and  the  beaver  furs  are  the  natural 
produce  of  that  country :  hats,  and  nails  and  fteel, 
are  wanted  there  as  well  as  here.  It  is  of  no 
importance  to  the  common  welfare  of  the  empire 
whether  a  fubje&  of  the  King's  gets  his  living 
with  making  hats  on  this,  or  on  that  fide  of 
the  water.  Yet  the  hatters  of  England  have 
i  prevailed 
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prevailed  to  obtain  an  ad  in  their  own  favour, 
reftraining  that  manufacture  in  America;  in  order 
to  oblige  the  Americans  to  fend  their  beaver  to 
England  to  be  manufactured,  and  purchafe  back 
the  hats,  loaded  with  the  charges  of  a  double 
tranfportation.  In  the  fame  manner  have  a  few 
nail-makers,  and  ftill  a  fmaller  body  of  fteel-mak- 
ers  (perhaps  there  are  not  half  a  dozen  of  thefe 
in  England)  prevailed  totally  to  forbid  by  an  adt 
of  parliament  the  eredtihg  of  flitting-mills,  or  fteel 
furnaces  in  America ;  tnat  the  Americans  may 
be  obliged  to  take  all  their  nails  for  their  buildings, 
and  fteel  for  their  tools,  from  thefe  artificers,  un7 
der  the  fame  difadvantagcs  *. 

Added 

*  [I  fhall  here  give  the  reader  the  note  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
paragraph  of  the  Farmer's  feventh  letter,  (written  by  Mr.  Dicker* 
/on.) 

'  Many  remarkable  inftances  might  be  produced  of  the  extraor- 
'  dinary  inattention  with  which  bills  of  great  importance,  concern- 
'  ing  thefe  colonies,  have  palled  in  parliament ;  which  is  owing, 
'  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to  the  bills  being  brought  in,  by  the  perfous 

*  who  have  points  to  carry,  fo  artfully  framed^  that  it  is  not  eafy 

*  for  the  members  in  general,  in  the  haile  of  bufinefs,  to  difcover 
'  their  tendency. 

'  The  following  inftances  (hew  the  truth  of  this  remark. 

*  When  Mr.  Gr*n<ville,  in  the  violence  of  reformation  and  in- 
'  novation,  formed  the  4th  George  III.  chap.  15th,  for  regulating 
'  the  American  trade,  the  word  "  Ireland"  was  dropt  in  the  claufe 

*  relating  to  our  iron  and  lumber,  fo  that  we  could  fend  thefe  artir 
Vcles  to  no  other  part  of  Europe,  but  to  Great  Britain.  This  was 
'  fo  unreafonable  a  reftriftion,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of 

*  the  legiflature,  for  many  years  before,  that  it  is  furprifingit  mould 

*  not  have  been  taken  notice  of  in  the  houfe.     However,  the  bill 

*  pafled  into  a  law.     But  when  the  matter  was  explained,  this  rer 

*  itri&ion  was  taken  off  in  a  fubfequent  ad. 

4  I  cannot  fay,  how  long  after  the  taking  off  this  reftri&ion,  *s 
'  I  have  not  the  a£ts ;  but  I. think  in  lefs  than  eighteen  months, 
.'  another  aft  of  parliament  paffed,  in  which  the  word  "  Ireland" 

I  i  *  was 
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Added  to  thefe,  the  Americans  remembered 
the  adt  authorizing  the  moft  cruel  infult  that 
perhaps  was  ever  offered  by  one  people  to  ano- 
ther, that  of  emptying  our  gaols  into  their  fet- 
tlements ;  Scotland  too  having  within  thefe  two 
years  obtained  the  privilege  it  had  not  before, 
of  fending  its  rogues  and  villains  alfo  to  the 
plantations — I  fay,  refledting  on  thefe  things, 
they  faid  one  to  another  (their  news-papers  are  full 
of  fuch  difcourfes)  c<  Thefe  people  are  not  con- 
tent with  making  a  monopoly  of  us,  (forbidding 
us  to  trade  with  any  other  country  of  Europe,  and 

*  was  left  out,  as  it  had  been  before.     The  matter  being  a  fecond 

*  time  explained,  was  a  fecond  time  regulated. 

'  Now  if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  omiffion  mentioned,  /truck 

*  off,  with  one  word,  fo  very  great  a  part  of  our  trade,  it  muft  ap- 

*  pear  remarkable :  and  equally  fo  is  the  method  by  whkh  rice 
*'  became  an  enumerated  commodity,  and  therefore  could  be  car- 

*  ried  to  Great  Britain  only.* 

••  The  enumeration  was  obtained,  (fays  Mr.  Gee  on  Trade, 
««  p.  32.)  by  one  Cole,  a  captain  of  a  (hip,  employed  by  a  com- 
u  pany  then  trading  to  Carolina ;  for  feveral  (hips  going  from 
44  England  thither,  and  purchafing  rice  for  Portugal,  prevented  the 
M  aforefaid  Captain  of  a  loading.  Upon  his  coming  home,  he 
44  poflefTed  one  Mr.  Lowndes,  a  member  of  parliament,  (who 
**  was  frequently  employed  to  prepare  bills)  with  an  opinion,  that 
«  carrying  rice  directly  to  Portugal  was  a  prejudice  to  the  trade  of 
"  England,  and  privately  got  a  claufe  into  an  aft  to  make  it  aa 
".  enumerated  commodity ;  by  which  means  he  fecured  a  freight 
**  to  himfelf.  But  the  confequence  proved  a  vaft  lofs  to  the  na- 
•*  tion." 

*  I  find  that  this  claufe,  "  privately  got  into  an  aft,  for  the  bene- 
«•  fit  of  Captain  Celt,  to  the  vaft  lofs  of  the  nation,"  is  foiited  into 

*  the  3d  Anne,  chapter  5th,    intituled,  «An  Aft  for  granting  to 

*  Her  Majefty  a  further  fubfidy  on  wines  and  merchandizes  import- 

*  ed  ;'  with  which  it  has  no  more  connexion,  than  with  34th 
«  Edward  I.  34th  and  35th  of  Henry  VIII.  or  the  25th  Charles  IE 
•'  which  provide  that  no  perfon  mall  be  taxed  but  by  himfelf  or 

*  his  reprefentativeV    E.J 

compelling 
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compelling,  usto  buy  every  thing  of  them,  though 
in  many  articles  we  could  furnifh  ourfdves  ten, 
twenty,  and  even  to  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper  elfe- 
where;)  but  now  they  have  as  good  as  declared 
they  have  a  right  to  tax  us  ad  libitum  internally 
and  externally ;  and  that  our  conftitutions  and 
liberties  (hall  all  be  taken  away,  if  we  do  not  fub- 
mit  to  that  claim." 

"  They  are  not  content  with  the  high  prices 

at  which  they  fell  us  their  goody,   but  have  now 

begun  to  enhance  thofe  prices  by  new  duties; 

and  by   the   expenfive  apparatus  of  a  new  fet 

of  officers,    appear  to  extend  an   augmentation 

and  multiplication  of  thofe  burthens  that  fhall  dill 

be  more  grievous  to  us.     Our  people  have  been 

foolifhly  fond   of  their   fuperfluous  modes  and 

manufactures,    to   the    impoverifhing   our  own 

country,  carrying  off  all  our  cafh,  and  loading 

us  with  debt,;  they  will  not  fufFer  us  to  reftrain 

the  luxury  of  our  inhabitants,  ^s  they  do  that 

of  their  own,  by  laws :  they  can  make  laws  to 

difcourage  or  prohibit  the  importation  of  French 

fuperfluities :  but  though  thofe  of  England  are 

as  ruinous  to  us  as  the  French  ones  are  to  them, 

if  we  make  a  law  of  that  kind,  they  immediately 

repeal  it.     Thus,  they  get  all  our  money  from  us 

by  trade;  and  every  profit  we  can  any  where  make 

by  our  fifheries,  our  produce,  or  our  commerce, 

centers  finally  with   them; — But  this  does  not 

fignify. — It  is  time  then  to  take  care  of  ourfelves 

by  the  bed  means  in  our  power.     Let  us  unite  in 

folemn  refolution  and  engagements*  with  and  to 

I  i  2  each 
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each  other,  that  we  will  give  thefe  new  officers 
as  little  trouble  as  pofiible,  by  not  confuming  the 
Britifh  manufactures  on  which  they  are  to  levy  ' 
the  duties.     Let  us  agree  to  confume  no  more  of 
their  expenfive  gewgaws.     Let  us  live  frugally, 
and  let  us  induftrioufly  manufacture  what  we  can 
for  ourfelves  :  thus  we  fhall  be  able  honourably  to 
difcharge  the  debts  we  already  owe  them;  and  after 
that,  we  may  be  able  to  keep  fome  money  in  our 
country,  not  only  for  the  ufesofour  internal  com- 
merce ;  but  for  the  fervice  of  our  gracious  fove- 
reign,  whenever  he  fhall  have  occafion  for  it,  and 
think  proper  to  require  it  of  us  in  the  old  confti- 
tutional  manner, — For  notwithftanding  the  re- 
proaches thrown  out  againft  us  in  their  public 
papers  and  pamphlets,  notwithftanding  we  have 
been  reviled  in  their  fenate  as  rebels  and  traitors, 
we  are  truly  a  loyal  people.     Scotland  has  had  its 
rebellions,  and  England  its  plots  againft  the  pre- 
fent  royal  family ;  but  America  is  untainted  with 
tbofe  crimes ;   there  is  in  it  fcarce  a  man,  there  is 
not  a  fingle  native  of  ourcountry,  who  is  not  firmly 
attached  to  his  King  by  principle  and  by  affedtion. 
But  a  new  kind  of  loyalty  feems  to  be  required  erf 
us,  a  loyalty  to  parliament ;  a  loyalty,  that  is  to 
extend,  it  is  faid,  to  a  furrender  of  all  our  pro- 
perties, whenever  a  houfe  of  commons  in  which 
there  is  not  a  fingle  member  of  our  chufing,  fhall 
think  fit  to  grant  them  away  without  our  confent; 
and  to  a  patient  fuffering  the  lofs  of  our  privileges 
asEnglifhmen,  if  we  cannot  fubmit  to  make  fuch 
furrender.  We  were  feparated  too  far  from  Britain 

by 
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by  the  ocean,  but  we  were  united  to  it  by  refpe& 
and  love;  fo  that  we  could  at  any  time  freely  have 
fpent  our  lives  and  little  fortunes  in  its  caufe :  but 
this  unhappy  new  fyftem  of  politics  tends  to  dif- 
folve  thofe  bands  of  union,  and  to  fever  us  for  ever." 
Thefe  are  the  wild  ravings  of  the,  at  prefent, 
half-djftra&ed  Americans.     To  be  fure,  no  rea- 
fonable  man  in  England  can  approve  of  fuch  fen- 
timents,  and,  as  I  faid  before,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  fupportor  juftifythem:  but  I  fincerely  wi(h, 
for  the  fake  of  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  ftrength 
which  a  firm  union  with  our  growing  colonies 
would  give  us ;  that  thefe  people  had  neyer  beep, 
thus  needlefsly  driven  out  of  their  fenfq.s. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

F.  S* 

•  [F.  S.  poflibly  means  « Franklin's  Seal.'—  The  paper,  how- 
ever, is  undoubtedly  the  production  of  Dr.  Franklin. 

In  the  colleclion  of  trails  on  the  JubjeRs  of  taxing  the  Britijh  colonics 
in  America,  and  regulating  their  trade  (printed  in  1773,  in  4  vols.  8vo. 
by  Almon ;)  I  find  two  papers,  faid  there  to  have  been  publifhed  ori- 
ginally in  1739 ;  and  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  a  club  of  American 
merchants,  at  the  head  of  whom  were  Sir  William  Keith  (governor 
of  Penfylvapia)  Joihua  Gee,  and  many  other  eminent  perfons.  —  The 
Jirft  paper  propofes  the  raifing  a  fmall  body  of  regular  troops  under 
the  command  of  an  officer  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  independent 
.of  the  governors,  (who  were  neverthelers  to  aflifthim  in  council  on 
emergent  occaiions ;)  in  order  to  protect  the  Indian  trade,  and  take 
care  of  the  boundaries  and  back  fettlements.     They  were  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  a  revenue  to  be  eftablifhed  by  acl  of  parliament  y  in  Ame- 
rica; which  revenue  was  to  arife  out  of  a  duty  on  ft  amp  t  paper  and 
parchment. — The  fecond  paper  goes  into  the  particulars  of  this  pro- 
pofed  llamp  duty,  offers  reafons  for  extending  it  over  all  the  Britifh 
plantations,  and  recites  itsfuppofed  advantages. — If  thefe  papers  are 
n     at  all  genuine,  (a  fad  about  which  I  am  not  in  the  lead  informed) 
Mr.  George  Grenvillc  does  not  appear  to  have  been  original  in  con- 
ceiving Jlampj  as  a  proper  fubjeft  for  his  new  tax.  See  it.  vol.  I.  E.] 

Lctur 


246  How  far  an  Union  probable. 

\m 

Letter  concerning  /&■  Gratitude  of  America*  and 
the  probability  and  ejfefts  ofzn  Union  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  concerning  the  Repeal  or  Sufpenfion 
of  the  Stamp- Aft  *. 

Sir,  *  Jan.  6,    1766. 

T  Have  attentively  perufed  the  paper  you  fent 
■*•  me,  and  am  of  opinion,  that  the  meafare  it 
propofes,  of  an  union  with  the  colonies,  is  a  wife 
one :  but  1  doubt  it  will  hardly  be  thought  fo  here, 
till  it  is  too  late  to  attempt  it.  The  time  has  been 
when  the  colonies  would  have  efteemed  it  a  great 
advantage,  as  well  as  honour  to  them,  to  be  per- 
mitted to  fend  members  to  parliament ;  and  would 
have  afked  for  that  privilege,  if  they  could  have 
had  the  leaft  hopes  of  obtaining  it.  The  time  is 
now  come,  when  they  are  indifferent  about  it, 
and  will  probably  not  afk  it;  though  they  might 
accept  it  if  offered  them ;  And  the  time  will  come, 
when  they  will  certainly  refufe  it.  But  if  fuch  an 
union  were  now  eftablifhed,  (which  methinks 
it  highly  imports  this  country  to  cftablifh,)  it 
would  probably  fubfift  as  long  as  Britain  fhall 
continue  a  nation.  This  people,  however,  is 
too  proud,  and  too  much  defpifes  the  Americans, 
to  bear  the  thought  of  admitting  them  to  fuch 
an  equitable  participation  in  the  government  of 

*  [The  name  of  the  perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addrefled  can- 
not be  made  out  in  the  original  copy.  The  letter,  to  which  it  is  a 
reply,  appears  to  have  contained  the  letter  of  fome  third  perfon, 
equally  unknown  to  (he  editor.     £.] 

the 
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the  whole. — Then  the  next  bejl  thing  feems  to  be, 
leaving  them  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  re- 
fbedtive  conftitutions ;  and  when  money  is  wanted 
for  any  public  jfervice  in  which  they  ought  to 
bear  a  part,  calling  upon  them  by  requifitorial 
letters  from  the  crown,  (according  to  the  long 
eftabliftied  cuftom)  to  grant  fuch  aids  as  their 
loyalty  (hall  dictate,  and  their  abilities  permit.-— 
The  very  fenfible  and  benevolent  author  of  that 
paper,  feems  not  to  have  known,  that  fuch  a  con- 
ftitutional  cuftom  fubfifts,  and  has  always  hitherto 
been  pradlifed  in  America;  or  he  would  not  have 
expreffed  himfelf  in  this  manner :  "-It  is  evident 
"  beyond  a  doubt,  to  the  intelligent  and  impartial, 
"  that  after  the  very  extraordinary  efforts  which 
"  were  cffe&ually  made  by  Great  Britain  in  the 
€t  late  war  to  fave  the  colonifts  from  deftrudtion, 
"  and  attended  of  neceflity  with  an  enormous  load 
"  of  debts  in  confequence ;  that  the  fame  colo- 
"  ,nifts,  now  firmly  fecured  from  foreign  enemies, 
"  fhould  be  fome-how  induced  to  contribute  fome 
€t  proportion  towards  the  exigencies  of  ftate  in 
"  future."  This  looks  as  if  he  conceived  the  war 
had  been  carried  on  at  the  fole  expence  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  the  colonies  only  reaped  the  benefit, 
without  hitherto  fharing  the  burthen ;  and  were 
therefore  now  indebted  toBritain  on  that  account. 
And  this  is  the  fame  kind  of  argument  that  is  ufed 
by  thofe,  who  would  fix  on  the  colonies  the  heavy 
charge  of  unreafonablenefs  and  ingratitude,  which 
I  think  your  friend  did  not  intend. — Pleafe  to 
acquaint  him  then,  that  the  fadt  is  not  fo  :  That 

every 
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every  year  during  the  war,  requifitions  were  made 
by  the  crown  on  the  colonies  for  railing  money 
arid  men ;    that  accordingly  they  m^de  more  ex-*, 
traordinary  efforts,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities, 
than  Britain  did;  that  they  raifed,  paid  and  clothed, 
for  five  or  fix  years,  near  25,000  men,  befidea 
providing  for  other  fervices,  (as  building,  for t$p 
equipping  guard-fhips,    paying  tranfports,  &c.) 
And  that  this  was  more  than  their  fair  proportion 
is  not  merely  an  opinion  of  mine,  but  was  the 
judgment  of  government  here,  in  full  knowledge 
of  all  the  fadts ;    for  the  then  miniftry,  to  make 
the  burthen  more  equal,  recommended  the  cafe 
to  parliament,    and  obtained  a  reimburfement  to 
the  Americans  of  about  200,000/.  fterling  every 
year;  which  amounted  only  to  about  two  fifths 
of  their  expence ; — and  great  part  of  the  reft  lies 
ftill  a  load  of  debt  upon  them ;  heavy  taxes  on 
all  their  eftates,  real  and  perfonal,  being  laid  by 
adts  of  their  affemblies,    to  difcharge  it,  and  yet 
will  not  difcharge  it  in  many  years. — While  then 
thefe  burthens  continue ;  while  Britain  reftrains 
the  colonies  in  every  branch  of  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures, that  fhe  thinks  interferes  with  her  own; 
while  fhe  drains  the  colonies  by  her  trade  with 
them,  of  all  the  cafh  they  can  procure  by  every,  ait 
and  induftry  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  thus 
keeps   them  always  in  her  debt :  (for  they  can 
make  no  law  to  difcourage  the  importation  of 
your  to  them  ruinous  fuperfluities,  as  you  do  the 
fuperfluities  of  France ;  fince  fuch  a  law  would 
immediately  be  reported  againft  by  your  board  of 
3  trade, 


[A:D.T.]      Efidbyi*rtrA»n;fc  249 

frade^  and  repeated  -by  the  crown :)  I  fay  while 
theffe  circumftances   continue,    and  while  there 
&bfifts  the  eftablifhed  method  of  royal  requifi- 
tltihsf'  for  riifirig  money  ttn  them  by  their  own 
aflemblies  on  every  proper  occafion* ;  Can  it  be 
iieceflary  or  prudent  to  diftrefs  and  vex  them  by 
taxes  laid  here,  in  a  parliament  wherein  they  have 
rib  teprefentative,   and  in  a  manner  whicn  they 
fobk  Uport  tb  be  unconstitutional  and  fubverfive 
ofthfefr  moft  valuable  rights;  and  are  they  to  be 
dbtt^i.unreafohable  ind  "ndigratefuliftheyoppofe1 
iifch^xfeV?  WhefcWith,  1ti$>y  fay,  &ill  we'fliotf 
oyr  toyalty  td' bargraeiblfs  Tdhg,  if  l6W  riibrtey 
ifc  to  be  giv&t  by  others; ,  Without  stfking  ow  con- 
fctit  >u  Ahdjif  fte  fyrlk&etit  ti*s  &  rtgWrthus  to 
ofke  frohi  tfc  a  -penny  ijp  the  pound,  where1  ^s  the 
lhi^^a^ii  that  bounds  that  right,  iaild  Wfc&'ihatf: 
Hinder  tbfeii:  tilling  whenever  they  pleafe  for  the] 
other  liirieteeri  (hillings  and  eleven  pence  ?  ftave 
we  then  any  tblrig;  thatiwe  can  call  our  owii  P—It1 
i$  tnott  tji£h  bfobable  tftdf  bringing  reprdf&ta^ 
tives  from  the  tolonies  to  fit  and  aft  here  ^s  metii-{ 
bers  of  pariiam&it,  thus  Uniting  and  confolidatih|f 
your  dominions  5  would  in  a  little  time  remove 
thefe  objections  and  difficulties ;  and  mike  the 
future  government  of  the  colonies  eafy :  But,  tfil 
fbme  fbch  thing  is  dbne,  I  apprehend  no  t^fej 
laid  thereby  parliataetot  here,  will  ever  be^6f-" 
lefted,  but  fuch  as  muft  beftained  X^ithblobd1:1 
and,  I  am  fure  the  profit  of  fuch  taxes  will  never 
anfwer  the  expence  of  colle&ing  them,  and  that 
the  refpeft  and  affe&ion  of  the  Americans  to  this 

K  k  Country 
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country  will  in  the  ftruggle  be  totally  loft,  perhaps 
never  to  be  recovered;  and  therewith  all  the 
commercial  and  political  advantages  that  might 
have  attended  the  continuance  of  this  refpedt  aqd 
this  affe&ion.  v    ■  '  ;   . 

In  my  own  private  Judgment  I  thihk  an  imme- 
diate Repeal  of  the  ftamp-ad):  wQuld  be  the  beflf 
meafure  for  this  country;  but  a  Sufpenfion  of  it 
for  three  years,  the  beft  iQXtbat.  Tfie  repeal  wouldi 
fill  them  with  joy  and  gratitude,  re-eftaDlifli  their, 
refpett  and  veneration  for  parliaments  reftorcfat 
once  their  ancient  and  natural  love  for ; this  Cou^r, 
try,  and  their  regard  for  every  thing  that  cqixje*, 
from  it ;  hence  the  trade  would  be  f epewed  in  al^ 
its  branches;,  they  would  again  indulge ii^ all  jh^ 
expenfive  fuperflijiues"  yoy  Ju$$y  tt^em ,:  wML' 
and  their  own  new  aflumed  hpngie  iiityjfyry  wovi jjdj 
languish.  But  t\\eJu/pen/ton,  thpugh  it  Imight  Qph^r 
tinue  their  fears  and  anxieties,  would  at  the  fama, 
time  kpep  up  their  "ref^tyt^spf  ^<^ 
galityi  which  in  two !pr .three  yj^s^W^^?^ 


as;tbe  repeal  wiU  FP#*W  ^^^ 

from,  what  I  think  a  i»iijt?Jg5ix  opinion^  t££t  tha. 

honour  and  dienity-pf ^  ^veri|iipeh't  is;  better  fupr'. 

tqredintp,  f^M,^gm  **jmp$°»W: 
it  is  ai^overed^  we  mult  aUpw  thj^^exf  ppij.thingi 
for  tif  advantage  tf< tpth  countries- is* 'the  'fufpen-^ 

.•  [It  was  howeveragr^ed  to  in  the  fame  year,  viz,  in  1766,  E.]   . 

IT    *  -  '   /  "    fion 

l  j  ill  .   ;  .*■'-. 
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Hon.     For  as  to  executing  the  a&  by  force,  it  is 
madnefs,  and  will  Jbe  ruin  to  the  whole. 

The  reft  of  your  friend's  feafonings  and  propo- 
fitions  appear  to  me  truly  juft  and  judicious;  I 
will  therefore  only  add,  that  I  am  as  defirous  of 
his  acquaintance  and  intimacy,  as  he  was  of  my 
opinion,— I  am,  with  much  efteenj, 


Your  obliged  friend. 


i  ■ "  . 


;  .•) 


r 


,.  i  ,    .  \  +.  ~  \ 


?Ai  cH   <L ,.|-.-:1>.Ii  '*  ;  i'-  :.: 
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Letter  frgm .GwtKVK  ??&*$  tytyifiwifa* 
concerning  art  ^ual  communication  tf  &gAtst 
privileges,  £fa>  to  America  ty  Qrettgrtffm** 

"  Dear  S  1  a*    -  '•  ;' >::-::  lIi;  "  -'::    ■'■*'-•        l  l\ 

^p  H  E  following  obje&ionzgimk  communicate 
«*  ing  to  tftp  colonies  the  rights*  privileges, 
and  pbwert  of  ttfc  realm  >  as  to  parts  of  the  realm* 
has  been  made.  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
obviate  it,  and  I  communicate  [it]  to  you,  in 
hopes  of  your  promifed  affiftance. 

If*  fay  the  objepors,  we  communicate  to  the 
colonies  the  power  of  fending  representatives,  and 
in  confequence  exped:  them  to  participate  in  an 
equal Jhare  and  proportion  of  all  our  taxes  *  we  muft 
grant  to  them  all  the  powers  of  trade  and  manu- 
facturing* which  any  other  parts  of  the  realm 
within  the  ifle  of  Great  Britain  enjoy  :— -  If  ib*  per- 
chance the  profits  of  the  Atlantic  commerce  may 
converge  to  fomc  center  in  America ;  to  Bofton*, 
New  York*  Philadelphia*  or  to  fome  of  the  iflcs : 
- — If  fo*  then  the  natural  and  artificial  produce  of 
the  colonies*  and  in  coude  of  consequences  the 
landed  intereft  of  the  colonies*  will  be  promoted*. 
While  the  natural  and  artificial  produce  andlanded 
intereft  of  Great  Britain  will  be  deprefied*  to  it* 

^  ^SJShisktterbeaM  no  &tt-  It  was  written  pofiMy  afiovt  th* 
time  that  Governor  Pownall  was  engaged  in  pubiiihiDg  b»  book  oa 
the  Jdminifirtiiw  •ftht  ctkmu.  ILJ 

UttC0 
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titter  ruin  and  deftruftion ;— and  confequently  the 
balance  of  the  power  of  government,  although  IHli 
wit  bin  the  realm,  will  be  locally  transferred  from. 
Great  Britain  to  the  colonies.  Which  confequence, 
however  it  may  fuit  a  citizen  of  the  world,  muft 
be  folty  and  madnefs  to  a  Briton. — Mv  fit  is  gone 
off;  and  though  weak,  both  from  the  gout  and 
a  concomitant  and  very  ugly  fever,  I  am  much 
better,— Would  be  glad  to  fee  you. 


Your  friend* 


J.  POWNALI* 


On 
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On  the  back  of  the  foregoing  letter  of  Gt>*v.  Pownaff, 
are  the  following  minutes,  by  Dr.  Ftanklid. 

>T\HIS  objection  goes  upon  the  fuppofition,  that 
-*     whatever  the   colonies   gain,1  Britain  muft 
lofe;  and  that  if  the  colonies  cznl.be  kept  from 
gaining  an  advantage,  Britain  wllgain  it  :— 

If  the  colonies  are  fitter  for  a  particular  *  trade 
than  Britain,  they  fhould  have  it;  and  Britain 
apply  to  what  it  is  more  fit  for.  The  whole  em- 
pire is  a  gainer. v^And  if  Britain  is  not  fo  fit  or  fo 
well  fituated  for  a  particular  advantage,  other 
countries  will  get  it,  if  the  colonies  do  not. 
Thus  Ireland  was  forbid  the  woollen  manufac- 
ture, and  remains  poor  :  But  this  has  given  to 
the  French,  the  trade  and  wealth  Ireland  might 
have  gained  for  the  Britifli  empire. 

The  government  cannot  long  be  retained  with- 
out the  union. — Which  is  beft  (fuppofing  your 
cafe ;)  to  have  a  total  feparation,  or  a  change  of 
the  feat  of  government  ? — It  by  no  means  follows, 
that  promoting  and  advancing  the  landed  intereft 
in  America,  will  deprefs  that  of  Britain :  The 
contrary  has  always  been  the  fadt.  Advantageous 
fituations  and  circumftances  will  always  fecure 
and  fix  manufactures :  Sheffield  againft  all  Europe 
for  thefe  300  years  paft.— 

jlmpra&icability. 

Danger  of  innovation. 

************ 


i  *ss  ] 


The  Examination  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  [before 
the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  February 
1766]  relative  to  the  Repeal  of  the  American 
Stamps?*. 

4>.  1X7HAT  is  your  name,  and  place  of  abode  ? 
VV      A.   Franklin,  of  Philadelphia.   .[ 

^  Do  the  Americans  pay  any  confident^  taxes 
among  themfelves  ? 

A.  Certainly  many,  and  very  heavy  taxes* 

i^.  What  are  the  prefent  taxes  in  Penftlvariia, 
laid  by  the  laws  of  the  colony  ?  '   ' ' 

•  [1766.  Feb.  3.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq;  and  a  number  oforW 
perfons  were  '  ordered  to  attend  the  committee  of  the. ,  whole  houfe 

#  [of  commons]  to  whom  it  was  referred  to.  cdilfider  farther  the. 

*  feveral  papers  [relative  to  America]  which  were  presented  to  the* 
'  houfe  by  Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  &cV  ■   -  .    v  }       . ;   r'* :  // 

Feb.  13.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq;  having  ^afleo!  through  his  , ex- 
amination,  was  cxeepted<irom  "ferther Attendance. ''  r 

Feb.  24.  The  refolution  s  of  the  committee  were  reported- by  tfce? 
chairman,   Mr.  Fuller;  their fe*vent b  and  lait  refolution  fetting  forth- 

•  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  houfe  be  'moved,  that  leave  be 

*  given  to  bring  in  sl  bill  to  repeal  the  Stamp  AcV— A  propofal  for, 
re-committing  this  refolution  was  negatived  by  240  votes  toi^JS* 
(See  the  Journals  of  fa  Houfc  of  Commons.}   •    •   v      f  O  / "      r :  v 

This  examination  of  Dr..  Franklin  was  printed  fn-thcyjear  J2$7*> 
trader  the  form  of  a*mUlingpatoiphlet.  Itispribr  in  Jointof  tta%t<? 
feme  of  the  foregoing  piecee.;  but  I  readily  fubwktcd  ta  this  derange- 
ment, thinking  by  this  means  to  provide  the  reader  with  a  knowledge/ 
of  the  proceedings  on  which  the  examination  was  grouhdecT. 

I  have  putjpaces  between  the  anfwers,  whenever  the  queftioh  led ' 
to  a  change  of  fubjed ;  which  frequently  happened,  in  confequence 
of  thedefultory  and  intermixed  inquiries,  made  on  the?  part  of  a  body* 
fc  vatioufly  compofejl  as  the  houfe  of  commons.    EC]  * '    '  * 

jL  Ther* 
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A.  There  are  taxes  on  all  eftates  real  and  per- 
gonal ;  a  poll  tax ;  a  tax  on  all  offices,  profeflions, 
trades  and  buiinei&s,  according  to  their  profits ; 
an  excife  on  all  wine,  rum,  and  other  fpirits; 
and  a  duty  of  ten  pounds  per  head  on  all  negroes 
imported ;  with  fome  other  duties, 

4>>  For  what  purpofes  arc  thofe  taxes»laid  ? 

A.  For  the  fupport  of  the  civil  and  military 
eftablifhments  of  the  country,  <  and  to  difchargc 
the  heavy  debt  contracted  in  the  laft  war, 

jf>.  How  long  are'  thofe  taxes  to  continue  ? 

A.  Thofe  for  difcharging  the  debt  are  to  con- 
tinue tilt' 1772,  arid  longer,  if  the  debt  fhould 
not  be  theft  all  difcharged.  The  others  mull  al- 
ways continue.      '.  ,      . 

4>.  Was  it  not  expe&ed  that  the  debt  would 
have  been  fodner  discharged  ? 
,  A.  It  yrzsl  whep  the  peace  wa$  made  with 
France  and  Spain.  But  a  frefh  war  breaking  out 
with  the  Indians,  a  frefh  load  of  debt  was  incuN 
red ;  and  the  taxes,  of  courfe,  continued  longer 
by  a  new  law. 

^  Are  not  all  the  people  very  able  to  pay  thofe 
taxes? 

A.  No.  The  frontier  counties,  all  along  the 
continent,  having  been  frequently  ravaged  by  the 
enemy,  and  greatly  impoverished,  are  able  to  pay 
very  little  tax;  And  therefore,  in  confideration 
of  their  diftrcfles,  our  late  tax  laws  do  exprefsly 
favour  thofe  counties,  excufing  the  fufferers;  and 
I  ftfppofe  the  fame  is  done  in  other  governments. 
^  ^i  Are 
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3>.  Are  not  you  concerned  in  the  management 
of  the  poji-office  in  America  f 

A.  Yes.     I  am  Deputy  Poft-Mafter  General  of  * 
North  America.   ' 

4>.  Don't  you  think  the  diftribution  of  ftamps, 
by' poft,  to  all  the  inhabitants,  very  practicable, 
if  there  was  no  oppofition  ? 

A.  The  pofts  only  go  along  the  fea-coafts ; 
they  do  not,  except  in  a  few  inftances,  go  back 
into  the  country ;  and  if  they  did,  fending  for 
ftamps  by  poft  would  occafion  an  expence  of 
poftage,  amounting,  in  many  cafes,  to  much 
more  than  that  of  the  ftamps  themfelves. 

^  Are  you  acquainted  with  Newfoundland? 

j%.  I  never  was  there. 

Sly  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  pod- 
roads  on  that  ifland  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  that  there,  are  no  roads  at  all ; 
but  that  the  communication  between  one  fettle^- 
ment  and  another  is  by  fea  only. 

^  Can  yqji  difperfe,  th$  ftamps  by  poft  in; 
Canada  ?  ,  / 

A.  There  is  only  a  poft between  Montreal  and.  • 
Quebec.  The  inhabitants  live  fo  fcattered  and  re- 
mote from  each  other,  in  that  vaft  country,  that 
ppftg  <&£n6t|be  f^pported  among  theta,  and  there- 
fore they,  cannotgei Aaraps.p^r  poft*-rrTheE^///^ . 
coiomK.  t(Jb,  ^lbtlgf'l;he  frontiers,  are  very  thinly 
fettled. 

'  %  From  th$  thiniiefs  of  the  back  fettlemcnts*, 
would  not  the  Stamp  Adt  be  extremely  inconve-  * 
njpnj  to  the  inhabitants,  if  executed  ? 

L  1  A.  To 
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A.  To  be  fure  it  would ;  as  many  of  the  in- 
habitants could  not  get  {tamps  when  they  had  00 
cgfion  for  them,  without  taking  long  journeys, 
and  (pending  perhaps  three  or  four  pounds,  tha>t 
the  crown  might  get  fixpence, 

^.  Are  not  the  colonies,  from  their  circuta* 
fiances,  very  able  to  pay  the  ftamp  duty, 

A.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  not  gold  and  filver 
enough  in  the  colonies  to  pay  the  ftamp  dujtj,  fo^ 
one  year*.  .j 

4>.  Don't  you  know  that  the  rfvoney  arifingfrom 
the  {tamps  was  all  to  be  laid  out  in  America  f 

A.  I  know  it  is  appropriated  by  the  aft  to  the 
American  fervke ;  but  it  will  be  {pent  in  the  con- 
quered colonies,  where  the  foldiers  arcj  not  in  the 
colonies  that  pay  it. 

4>.  Is  there  not  a  balance  of  trade  due  from  the 
colonies  where  the  troops  are  potted,  that  will 
bring  back  the  money  to  the  old  colonies  ? 

•  ['  The  Stamp  A&  fays,  that  the  Americans  (hall  have  no  cam-  . 
4  merce,  make  no  exchange  of  property  with  each  other,  neither 
4  purchafe  nor  grant,,  nor  recover  debts;  they  (hall  neither  marry 
4  nor  make  their  wills,  unlefs  thev  pay  fuch  and  fuch  fums'  in 
focie  for  the  (lamps  which  mull  give  validity  to  the  proceedings^ J- 
The  operation  of  fuch  a  tax,  had  it  obtained  the  conient  of  the  peo- 
ple, appeared  inevitable;  and  its  annual  produ&ivenefs*  if  I  re- 
coiled well,  was  eftimated  by  its  propofer  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
at  the  committee  for  fupplies,  at  1 00,000  LjfnUmg.    The  colonies 
being  already  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  having  taper-money,  by 
fending  to  Britain  the  fpecie  thev  colle&ed  in  foreign  trade,  in  order 
to  make  up  for  the  deficiency  of  their  other  returns  for  Brit ain**ma+ 
fa&iires ;  there  were  doubts  where  could  remaim  thcjfrtcie  fuffident 
foaaiWerthetax.    E.]  » 

-  •  ..  ..  At 
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A.  I  think  not.  I  believe  very  little  would 
come  back.  I  know  of  no  trade  likely  to  bring 
it  back. — I  think  it  would  come  from  the  colonies 
where  it  was  fpent,  dire&ly  to  England  \  for  I 
have  always  obferved,  that  in  every  colony  the 
more  plenty  the  means  of  remittance  to  England* 
the  more  goods  are  fent  for,  and  the  more  trade 
with  England  carried  on. 

<3>.  What  number  of  white  inhabitants  do  you 
think  there  are  in  Penfylvania  ? 

A.  I  fuppofe  there  may  be  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty  thoufand. 

^  What  number  of  them  are  Quakers  ? 

A.  Perhaps  a  third. 

<5>j  What  number  of  Germans  ? 

A.  Perhaps  another  third ;  but  I  cannot  fpeak 
with  certainty. 

j§>.  Have  any  number  of  the  Germans  fen  fcr- 
vice,  as  foldiers,  in  Europe  ? 

A.  Yes,— many  of  them,  both  in  Europe  and 
America. 

%j  Are  they  *s  much  difikffofied  with  the  ftamp 
duty  as  the  Englijh  f 

A.  Yes,  and  more ;  and  with  reafon,  asthteir 
^ftamps  are*  in  many  cafes,  to  be.  double  *. 

3.  How 

4  {The  Stamp  Aft  'provider  that  a  ioubb,  duty  Aoiild  be  laid 

*  where  the  raftrnment,  proceedings,  &t..fltall  be  engrofled,  iyrit- 

•*  tenr  or*priiitcd>  within  thr  fiidxc\6mts  and  plantations .  in  any 

«  other  than  the  f**^ language.'    This  meafnre,  I  pfefume,  ap- 

'  peared  to-be  fuggefted- by  motiYW  of  Convenience,  and  the  policy 

<if  affimilating  perfons  of  foreign  to  thofe  of  Britijb  defcent,  and 

1*1  2  prevcntiag 
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•  *    •••■•■  j 

^\  How  many  white  men  $o  you  fuppof^  there 
are  in  North  America?  '   .  ,  '       * .  -r  '  V 

A.  About  three  hundred  thbufand,  ^rom^x- 
teen  to  fix ty  years  of  age  *•  *        -if 

4>.  What  may  be  the  amount  of  one  year's 
imports  into  Penfylvania  from  Britain  ?  ; 

A.  I  have  been  informed  that  our  merchants 
compute  the  imports  from  Britain  *to  bfe  above 
500*000/.     ...  •  •-    ,. 

i^.  What  may  be  the  amount  of,  the  produce 
of  your  province  exported  to  Britain  ? 

A.  It  muft  be  fmall,  as  we  produce  little  that 
is  wanted  in  Britain.  .  I  fupjpbfe  it  cannot  exceed 
40,000/. 

4>.  How  then  do  you  pay  the  balance  ? 

A .  The  balance  is  paid  by  our  produce  car- 
ried to  the  Weftlndies  (and  fold  in  pur  own  iflands, 
or  to  the  French, ;  Spaniards,  Danes,  and  Dutch;) 
by  the  fame  f proAufce]  carried  to  other  colonies 
in  North  America,  (as  to  New  England,  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Carolina,  and  Georgia;) 

preventing  their  interference  in  the  conduit  of ;  law  bufinefs  till 
this  change  lhoulcl  be  effected — It  feems  however  to  have  been 
deemed  too  precipitate,  immediately  to  extend  this*  claufe  to  new- 
ly-conquered countries.  An  exemption  therefore  was'  granted,  in 
this  particular,  with  refpeel  to  Canada  and  Grenada*  for  the  fined 
of  five  years,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  commencement  of  the  duty. 
(See  the  Stamp  Alt.)    £.1 

#  [Strangers  excluded,  lome  parts  of  the  northern  colonies  double 
their  numbers  in  fifteen  or  fixteen  years ;  to  the  fouthward  the; 
are  longer:  but  taking  one  with  another,  they  have k  doubled  b 
natural  generation  only,  once  in  twenty-five  years.  Penfylvanu 
I  believe,  including  grangers,  has  doubled  in  about  fixteen  years.* 
The  calculation  for  February  1766,  will  not  then  fuit  1779.    £• 
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by  the  fame,  carried  to  different  parts  of  Europe, 
(as  Spain,  Portugal,  ahd  Italy.)  In  all  which 
places  we  receive  either  money,  bills  of  exchange, 
or  commodities  that  fuit  for  remittance  to  Britain  % 
which,  together  with  all  the  profits  on  the  induf- 
try  of  our  merchants  and  mariners,  arifing  in  thofe 
circuitous  voyages,  and  the  freights  made  by 
their  (hips ;  denter  filially  in  Britain  to  difcharge 
the  balance,  and  pay  for  Britifti  manufadtures 
continually  ufed  in  the  province,  or  fold  to  foreign- 
ers by  our  traders. .        * 

4>.  Have  you  heard  of  any  difficulties  lately 
laid  on  the  Spanifh  trade  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard. that  it  has  been  greatly 
bbftru&ed  by  fome  new  regulations  ;  ahd  by  the 
Englifh  men  of  war  and  cutters  ftationed  all  along 
tfye  coaft  in  America. 

<3>.  Do  you  think  it  right  that  America  fliduld 
be  prote&ed  by  this  country,  and  pay  no  part ^of 
the  expence? 

A.  That  is  not  the  cafe.  The  colonies  raifed, 
clothed,  and  paid,  during  the  laft  war,  near 
twenty-five  thoufand  men,  and  fpent  many  mil- 
lions. 

^  Were  you  not  reimburfed  by  parliament  ? 

A.  We  were  only  reimburfed,  what,  in  ydur 
opinion,  we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion, 
br  beyond  what  might  reasonably  be  expedted 
from  us  5  and  it  was  a  very  fmall  part  ofSvhat 
we  ipdnt.    Ftnfyhdnia$  in  particular,  difburfed 

about 
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about  500,000/.  and  the  reimburfements,  in- the 
whole,  did  not  exceed  60,000/. 

^.  You  have  faid  that  you  pay  heavy  taxes  in 
Penfyhania  1  what  do  they  amount  to  in  the 
pound  ? 

A.  The  tax  on  all  eftates,  real  and  perfonal, 
is  eighteen  pence  in  the  pound,  fully  rated;  and 
the  tax  on  the  profits  01  trades  and  profeffions, 
with  other  taxes,  do,  I  fuppofe,  make  full 
half-a-crown  in  the  pound. 

i5>.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  rate  ofex~ 
change  in  P*njylvania*  and  whether  it  has  fallen 
lately? 

A.  It  is  commonly  from  one  hundred  and  Se- 
venty to  one  hundred  and  feventy-five.  I  have 
heard  that  it  has  fallen  lately  from  one  hundred 
and  feventy-five  to  one  hundred  fixty-two  an4  a 
half;  owing,  I  fuppofe,  to  their  leflening  their 
orders  for  goods  ;  and  when  their  debts  to  this 
country  are  paid,  I  think  the  exchange  will 
probably  be  at  par. 

r  4>.  Donot  you  think  the  people  of  America  _ 
wbuid  fubmit  to  pky  the  ifcamjj  duty,  if  it  vpis  ~ 
moderated  ? 

A.  No,  never,  unle&  compelled  hy  force  of 
arms* 

J3>.  Are'  not  the  taxes  in  Penfylvania  laid  pa 
unequally,  in  order  to  buftl^en  tbeEngUihtwde  ^ 
particularly  the  ta£  pa  profefliowand  bufinefe? 

A.  It 
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A.  It  is  not  more  burthenfojoae  in  proportion, 
than  the  tax  on  lands.  It  is  intended,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  t^ke  an  equal  proportion  of  profits. 

$£.  How  is  the  afiembly  compofcd?  Of  what 
I^indS  of  people  are  the  members;  landholders 
or  traders  ? 

A.  \t  is  compofed  of  landholders,  merchants, 
and  artificers. 

^  Are  not  the  majority  landholders  ? 

A .  I  believe  they  are. 

%  Do  not  they  as  much  as  poflible,  fhift  the 
tax  off  from  the  land,  to  eafe  that ;  wd  lay  the 
burthen  heavier  on  trade  ? 

A.  I  have  aever  u&derflpod  it  fo.  I  pever 
heard  fuch  a  thing  fuggefUd.  And  indeed  an 
attempt  of  that  kind  could  apfwer  no  purpofcv 
The  merchant  or  trader  is  always  fkilled  in  fi- 
gures, and  ready  with  his  pen  and  ink.  If  un- 
equal burthens  are  laid  on  his  trade,  he  puts  an 
additional  price  on  his  goods;  and  the  confu-, 
mers,  who  are  chiefly  landholders,  finally  pay 
the  greateft  part,  if  not  the  whole. 

Qi  What  w*6  the  temper  of  America  towards 
Great  Britain  before  the  year  1763  ?  * 

•  [In  the  year  1733 — « fbr  die  welfare  and  prtfperity  of  6nr^ 

*  Juror  colonics  in  America/  and  *  for  remedying  discouragements* 

*  of  plant©  ;*  duties  were  *  given  and  granted*  to  George '  the  t 
Second  upqn  all  rum,  fpirib,  molaffes,  fyrups,  fugar,  and  panels' 
of  foreign  growth,  produce,  and  manufa&ure,  imported  into  our 
colonies.  This  regulation  of trade,  for  die  benefit  of  .the  general 
empire  was  acq uic feed  in,  notwithftanding  the  introduction  of  th$ 
npvel  terms  *  rive  and  grant/  But  the  att,  which  was  made  only 
for  the  term  of  five  years  f  and  hkd  been  fevered  times  renewed  in 
(fee  reign  of  George  the  Second,  and  once  in  the  reign  of  George  the 

Third; 
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Ji.  The  heft  in  the  world.  They  fubmitted 
willingly  to  the  government  of  the  crown,  and 
paid,  in  all  their  courts,  obedience  to  ads  of  par- 
liament. Numerous  as  the  people  are  in  the  fe- 
veral  old  provinces,  they  coft  you  nothing  in  forts, 
citadels,  garrifons  or  armies,  to  keep  them  infub~ 
je&ion.  They  were  governed  by  this  country  at 
the  expence  only  of  a  little  pen,  ink,  and  paper  i 
They  were  led  by  a  thread.  They  had  not  only 
a  refpedt,  but  an  affedtion  for  Great  Britain ;  for 
its  laws,  its  cuftoms  and  manners ;  and  eveja  a 
fondnefs  for  its  fafhions,  that  greatly  increafed  the* 
commerce.  N atives  of  Britain  Were  always  treated 
with  particular  iegard ;  to  be  an  OH  England-man 
was,  of  iffelf,  a  character  of  fomfe  refpe&,'4&d' 
gave  a  kind  of  rank  among  us.       ^  :-r:x.jr 

^  And  what  is  their  temper  notv  I  rl  1 

A.  O,  very  much  altered. 

Third :  was  renewed  again  in  the  year  ,1763  >  in  the  reign  of  George 
tKeThirdJ  and  extended  to  other  Articles;  'upon  nenti  and  altered  frdtnW.*' 
Ic  was  ftated  in  the  preamble  to  this  acVftfaatit  w^sexpcjiiei^tlwti 

*  hew  provisions  and  regulation*  (hould  be  eftabljihed  for  iniprrvina¥ 
«  the  revenue  of  this  kingdom?  r  that  it  was  j  uflr  ah&fleccflary  that  ** 
«  revenue  fliould  be  railed  in  America  for  defending,  ptpte&ing. 
4  anif  fecuring  the  fame ;'  «  and  that  the  commons  of  Great  Britain 

« defirous  of  making  fome provifion  *  .  .  ...  -towards  rmifingj 

*  the  /aid  revenue  in  America,  have  refolved  to  give  and  grant  to 
'.  hisM^jeity  the  fevcraj  rates  and  duties,,  8$c.'—Mr.  Mauduit,  ^gejpt 
for  MafTachufetf s  Bay*  tells  us  th.a't  heVas  inftrttfted  fn  the  follow-  % 
ing. terms  to  opppfe  Mr.  GfehvilleTs  taxiitg  fyftemV-^r* l You|  are  tb# 
4  remonftrate  againil  thefe  meafures,  anij,  it  pblfrbte'  to  obtain  a  re'-.* 

*  peal  of  the  Sugar  A&x  and  prevent  fhe  irapofition  of  any  further' 
«  duties  or  taxes  on  the  colonies.  Meifures  will  be  taken  that  you/ 
c  may  "be  joiried  by  all  the  other  agents.   ^6oflon,  June  1 4,  1 764/ 

The  queilion  pronofed  to  Dr.  Franklin  alludes  to  this  Sugar  AcV 
in  1763,     Dr.  Franklin's  a^^^^ 
ofthereader.    %\    ,  '.'/''*  ''•'     \ 

^  •  ^  Did 
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^  Did  you  ever  hear  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment to  make  laws  for  America  queftioned  till 
lately  ? 

A.  The  authority  of  parliament  was  allowed  to 
be  valid  in  all  laws,  except  fuch  as  fhould  lay 
internal  taxes.  It  was»  never  difputed  in  laying 
duties  to  regulate  commerce. 

^  In  what  proportion  hath  population  increafed 
in  America? 

A .  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  provinces 
together,  taken  at  a  medium,  double  in  about 
twenty-five  years.  But  their  demand  for  Britifh 
manufactures  increafes  much  fafter ;  as  the  con-, 
fumption  is  not  merely  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  but  grows  with  the  growing  abilities 
of  the  fame  numbers  to  pay  for  them.  In  1723, 
the  whole  importation  from  Britain  toPenfylvania, 
was  but  about  15,0001.  flerling;  it  is  now  near 
half  a  million. 

<5>.  In  what  light  did  the  people  of  America 
ufe  to  corifider  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  They  confidered  the  parliament  as  the  great 
bulwark  and  fecurity  of  their  liberties  and  privi- 
leges, and  always  fpoke  of  it  with  the  Utmoft  re- 
fpedt  and  veneration.  Arbitrary  minifters,  they 
thought,  might  poffibly,  at  times,  attempt  to  op- 
prefs  them ;  but  they  relied  on  it,  that  the  par- 
liament on  application,  would  always  give  redrefs. 
They  remembered,  with  gratitude,  a  ftrong  in- 
ilance  of  this ;  when  a  bill  was  brought  into  par^ 
liament,  with  a  claiife,  to  make  royal  inftru&ions 

Mm  laws 
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laws  in  the  colonies;  which  the  houfe  of  commons 
would  not  pafs,  and  it  was  thrown  out. 

^  And  have  they  not  ftill  the  fame  refpedt  for 
parliament  ?        A.  No  j  it  is  greatly  lefTened. 

Q.  To  what  caufes  is  that  owing  ? 

A.  To  a  concurrence  of  caufes ;  the  reftrainte 
lately  laid  on  their  trade,  by  which  the  bringing 
of  foreign  gold  and  filver  into  [the]  colonies  wa* 
prevented ;  the  prohibition  of  making  paper-mo* 
ney  among  them£blves*>  and  then  demanding 
a  new  and  heavy  tax  by  ftamps  $  taking  away* 
at  the  fame  time,  trials  by  juries,  and  refuting: 
to  receive  and  hear  their  humble  petitions. 

^.  Don't  you  think  they  would  fubdiit  to  the 
Stamp  A#,  if  it  was  modified,  the  obnoxious 
parts  taken  out,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  fome 
particulars^  of fmall  moment? 

A.  No ;  they  will  never  fubmit  to  it. 

3>.  What  do  you  think  is  the  reafon  that  the. 
people  in.  America  increafe  falter  than  in  Eng- 
land? 

A.  Becaufe  they  marry  younger,  and  more 
generally. 

4>s  Whyfo? 

A*  Becaufe  any  young  couple  that  are  induf- 
trious,  may  eafily  obtain  land  of  thfeir  6wn,  on 
which  they  can  raife  a  family  -f . 

*  [Some  of  the  colonies  have  been  reduced  to  the.neceffity  of  bar- 
tering, from  the  want  of  a  medium  of  traffic.    See  p.  209.    E.] 

t  [See  The  Thoughts  on  the  PtofUug  of  Countries,  p.  i, .  &/ej .  of 
thia  colkaion.    E.} 

^  Arc 
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^  Are  not  the  lower  rank  of  people  more  at 
their  eafe  in  America  than  in  England  ? 

A.  They  may  be  fo,  if  they  are  fober  and 
diligent;  as  they  are  better  paid  for  their  labour. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  a  future  tax,  im- 
pofed  on  the  fame  principle  with  that  of  the  Stamp 
Aft ;  how  would  the  Americans  receive  it  ? 

A.  Juft  as  they  do  this.  They  would  not 
pay  it. 

3>.  Have  not  you  heard  of  the  refolutions*of 
this  houfe,  and  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  aflerting 
the  right  of  parliament  relating  to  America,  in- 
cluding a  power  to  tax  the  people  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  of  fuch  refolutions. 

3>  What  will  be  the  opinion  of  the  Americans 
on  tnofe  refolutions  ? 

A.  They  will  think  them  unconstitutional  and 
tinjuft. 

^  Was  it  an  opinion  in  America  before  1763, 
that  the  parliament  had  no  right  to  lay  taxes  and 
duties  there  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  ohje&ion  to  the  right  of 
laying  duties  to  regulate  commerce ;  but  a  right 
to  lay  internal  taxes  was.  never  fuppofqi  to  be  in 
parliament,  as  we  are  not  represented  there. 

4>.  On  what  do  you  found  your  opinion,  that 
the  people  in  America  made  any  fuch  diftindtion  ? 

A .  I  know  that  whenever  the  fubjedt  has  oc- 
curred in  converfation  where  I  have  been  prefent, 
it  has  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  every  one,  that 
we  could  not  be  taxed  jn  a  parliament  where  we 
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were  not  reprefented.  But  the  payment  of  duties 
laid  by  adt  of  parliament  as  regulations  of  com- 
mence, was  never  difputed. 

^  But  can  you  name  any  a<5t  of  aflembly,  or 
public  ad  of  any  of  your  governments,  that  made 
fuch  diftin&ion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  /  I  think 
there  was  never  an  occafion  to  make  any  fuch  ad:, 
till  now  that  you  have  attempted  to  tax  us;  that 
has  occafioned  refolutions  of  aflembly,  declaring 
the  diftin&ion  ;  in  which  I  think  every  aflembly 
on  the  continent,  and  every  member  in  every 
aflembly,  have  been  unanimous. 

i^.  What  then  could  occafion  converfations  on 
that  fubjed:  before  that  time  ? 

A.  There  was  in  1754  a  propofition  made  (I 
think  it  came  from  hence)  that  in  cafe  of  a  war, 
which  was  then  apprehended,  the  governors  pf 
the  colonies  fliould  meet,  and  order  the  levying 
of  troops,  building  of  forts,  and  taking  every 
other  neceflary  meafure  for  the  general  defence  ; 
and  fhould  draw  on  the  treafury  here  for  the  fum* 
expended ;  which  were  afterwards  to  be  raifed  in 
the  colonies  by  a  general  tax,  to  be  laid  on  them 
by  aft  of  parliament.  This  occafioned  a  good  deal 
of  converfation  on  the  fubjedtj  and  the  general 
opinion  was,  that  the  parliament  neither  Would 
nor  could  lay  any  tax  on  us*  till  we  were  duly 
reprefented  in  parliament ;  becaufe  it  was  not  juftv 
nor  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  an  Englijh  conftU 
tution  J. 

J  [Seep.  94,  and  p.  120  ct  feq.    E.] 

^.  Don't 
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8>.  Don't  you  know  there  was  a  time  in  New 
York,  when  it  was  under  confideration  to  make 
an  application  to  parliament  to  lay  taxes  on  that 
colony,  upon  a  deficiency  arifing  from  the  aflem- 
blys  refufing  or negledting  to  raife the  neceflary 
fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  There  was  fuch  an  application  under  con- 
fideration in  New  York ; — and  do  you  apprehend 
they  could  fuppofe  the  right  of  parliament  to  lay 
a  tax  in  America  was  only  local,  and  confined  to 
the  cafe  of  a  deficiency  in  a  particular  colony,  by 
a  refufal  of  its  aflembly  to  raife  the  neceflary  fup- 
plies ? 

A.  They  could  not  fuppofe  fuch  a  cafe,  as 
that  the  aflembly  would  not  raife  the  neceflary 
fupplies  to  fupport  its  own  government.  An  af- 
fembly  that  would  refufe  it  muft  want  common 
fenfe  ;  which  cannot  be  fuppofed. — I  think  there 
was  never  any  fuch:  cafe  at  New  York,  and  that 
it  muft  be  a  mifreprefentation,  or  the  fa£t  muft 
be  mifunderftood.  I  know  there  have  been  fome 
attempts,  by  minifterial  inftrudtions  from  hence, 
to  oblige  the  aflemblies  to  fettle  permanent  fala- 
ries  on  governors,  which  they  wifely  refufed  to 
do;  but  I  believe  no  aflembly  of  New  York,  or 
any  other  colony,  ever  refufed  duly  to  fupport 
government  by  proper  allowances,  from  time  to 
time,  to  public  officers. 

.,    ^.  But  in  cafe  a  governor,  adting  by  inftruc- 

tkt%  ihould  call  on  an  aflembly  to  raife  the  ne- 

3  t  ceflary 
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ceflary  fupplies,  and  the  affcmbly  fhould  refufc 
to  do  it  j  do  you  not  think  it  would  then  be  for 
the  good  of  fthe  people  of  the  colony,  as  well  as 
nectary  to  government,  that  the  parliament 
fhould  tax  them  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  neceffary.  If 
an  aflembly  could  poffibly  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  re- 
fute railing  the  fupplies  requifite  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  government  among  them,  they  could 
not  long  remain  in  fuch  a  fituation;  the  difor- 
ders  and  confufion  occafioncd  by  it  muft .  foon 
bring  them  to  reafbn. 

^  If  it  ihould  not,  ought  not  the  right  to  be 
in  Great  Britain  of  applying  a  remedy  ? 

A.  A  right,  only  to  be  ufed  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I 
fliould  have  no  obje&ion  to ;  fuppofing  it  to  be 
ufed  merely  for  the  good  of "the  people  of the  colony. 

4>.  But  who  is  to  judge  of  that,  Britain  or 
the  colony  ? 

A.  Thofe  that  feci  can  beft  judge. 

j^.  You  fay  the  colonics  have  always  fubmitted 
to  external  taxes,  and  objeft  to  the  right  of  par- 
liament only  in  laying  internal  taxes ;  now  can 
you  (hew  that  there  is  any  kind  of  difference  be- 
tween the  two  taxes  to  the  colony  on  >frhich  thejr 
may  be  laid  ? 

A.  \  think  the  difference  is  very*  great.  An 
external  tax.  is  a  duty  laid  on  commodities  import- 
ed ;  that  duty  is  added  to  the  firft  coft  and  other 
.charges  on  the  commodity,  and  when  it 4s  offered 
to  fale,  makes  a  part  of  the  price.     If  the  p#fcple 

do 
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do  not  like  it  at  that  price,  they  refiife  it ;  they 
are  not  obliged  to  pay  it.  But  an  internal  tax  is 
forced  from  the  people  without  their  confent,  if 
not  laid  by  their  own  reprefentatives.  The  ftamp 
aft  fays,  we  fhall  have  no  commerce,  make  no 
exchange  of  property  with  each  other,  neither 
purchafe  nor  grant,  nor  recover  debts ;  we  fhall 
neither  marry  nor  make  our  wills,  unlefs  we  pay 
flich  and  fuch  fums ;  and  thus  it  is  intended  to 
extort  our  money  from  us,  or  ruin  us  by  the  con-^ 
fequencesofrefufing  to  pay  it. 

^.  But  fuppofing  the  internal  tax  or  duty  to 
be  laid  on  the  neccfTaries  of  life  imported  into 
your  colony,  will  not  that  be  the  fame  thing  in 
its  effects  as  an  internal  tax  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  a  fingle  article  imported 
Into  the  northern  colonies,  but  what  they  can* 
either  do  without,  or  make  themfelves* 

4>.  Don't  you  think  cloth  from  England  ab-- 
fblutely  neceflary  to  them  ? 

A.  No,  by  no  means  abfolutely  neceflary ; 
With  faduftry  and  good  management,  they  may 
Very  well  fupply  themfelves  with  all  they  want. 

4£.  Will  it  not  take  a  long  time  to  eftablifh  that 
iftanufa&ure  among  them*  and  muft  they  not  in 
the  fnean  while  fufter  greatly  ? 
t  A.  I  think  not.  They  have  made  a  furprifing 
pfogrefs  already.  And  I  am  of  opinion,  that  be- 
fore their  old  clothes  are  worn  out,  they  will  have 
tktvr  ones  of  their  own  making. 

^.  Cani 
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i^.  Can  they  pofiibly  find  wool  enough  in  North 
America  ? 

A.  They  have  taken  fteps  to  increafe  the  wool. 
They  entered  into  general  combinations  toeatnp 
more  lamb ;  and  very  few  lambs  were  killed  laft 
year.  This  courfe  perfifted  in,  will  foon  make  a 
prodigious  difference  in  the  quantity  of  wool. 
And  the  eftablifhing  of  great  manufactories,  like 
thofe  in  the  clothing  towns  here,  is  not  neceflfory, 
as  it  is  where  the  bufinefs  is  to  be  carried  on  for 
"the  purpofes  of  trade.  The  people  will  all  fpin, 
and  work  for  themfelves,  in  their  own  houfes. 

i^.  Can  there  be  wool  and  manufacture  enough 
in  one  or  two  years  ? 

A.  In  three  years,  I  think,  there  may. 

^.  Does  not  the  feverity  of  the  winter,  in  the 
northern  colonies,  occafion  the.  wool  to  be  of 
bad  quality  ? 

A.  No;  the  wool  is  very  fine  and  good. 

4>.  In  the  more  fouthern  colonies,  as  in  .Vir- 
ginia, don't  you  know  that  the  wool  is  coarfc,  and 
oidy  a  kind  of  hair  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  it.  I  never  heard  it.-/  Yet 
I  have  been  fometimes  in  Virginia.  I  cannot 
fay  I  ever  took  particular  notice  of  the  wool 
there,  but  I*  believe  it  is  good,  though  I  cannot 
fpeak  pofitively  of  it ;  But  Virginia,  and  the  cor 
lonies  fouth  of  it,  have  lefs  occafion  .fpr  wool  2 
their  winters  are  fhort,  and  not  very  Revere  ;  atqjj 
they  can  very  well  clothe  themfelves  with  lin£n 
and  cotton  of  their  own  raifing  for  the  reft  of  the 
year, 

<£.  Are 
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^  Are  not  the  people  in  the  more  northern 
colonies  obliged  to  fodder  their  fheep  all  tfye 
winter  ? 

A.  In  fome  of  the  moft  northern  colonies 
they  may  be  obliged  to  do  it,  fome  part  of  the 
winter. 

^.  Confidering  the  refolutions  of  parliament  *, 
as  to  the  right ;  do  you  think,  if  the  (lamp  aft 
is  repealed,  that  the  North  Americans  will  be 
fatisfied  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  will. 

3>.  Why  do  you  think  fo  ? 

A.  I  think  the  refolutions  of  right  will  give 
them  very  little  concern,  if  they  are  never  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  into  pra&ice.  The  colo- 
nies will  *  probably  confider  themfelves  in  the 
fame  (ituation,  in  that  refpeft,  with  Ireland; 
They  know  you  claim  the  fame  right  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland,  but  you  never  exercife  it.  And 
they  m*y  believe  you  never  *tfll  exercife  it  in 
die  colonies,  any  owe  than  in  Ireland;  unless 
on  fome  very  extraordinary  occafion.  • 

^.  But  who  are  to  be  the  judges  of  that  ex- 
traordinary occafion  ?  Is  not  the  parliament  ? 

A,  Though  the  parliament  may  judge  of  the 
occafion  ;  the  people  will  think  it  can  never  ex- 
ercife fuch  right,  till  reprefentatives  from  the 
colonies  are  admitted  into  parliament ;  and  that 
Whoever  tfre  Occafion  artfes,  reprefentatives  will 
-tendered, 

•   [Afterwards  exprefled  in  the  Declaratory- Aft.     E.] 
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4^  Did  you  never  hear  that  Maryland,  during 
the  laft  war,  had  refilled  to  f urni/h  a  quota  to- 
wards the  common  defence  ? 

A.  Maryland  has  been  much  mifreprefented 
in  that  matter.  Maryland,  to  my  knowledge,  - 
never  refufed  to  contribute,  or  grant  aids  to  the 
crown.  The  aflemblies  every  year,  during  the 
,war,  voted  confiderable  fums,  and  formed  bills 
to  raife  thejn.  The  biffs  were,  according  to.thp 
cjonftitution  of  that  province,  fent  up  to  the  coun- 
cil, or  upper  houfe,  for  concurrence  -,  that  they 
might  be  prefented  to  the  governor,  in  order 
to  be  enadted  into  laws.  Unhappy  difputes.be- 
tWeen  the  two  houfes — arifing  from  the  defedls 
of  that  conftitution  principally,  rendered  all  the 
bills  but  one  or  two  abortive.  The  proprietary's 
council  rejected  them  *.  It  is  true,  Maryland  did 
not  (contribute  its  proportion ;  but  it  was,  in  my 
opinion,  the  fault  of  the  government,  not  of 
the  people. 

<$j  Was  is  not  talked  of  in  the  other  provinces 
as  a.  proper  meafure  to  apply  to  parliament  to 
compel  them  ? 

A*  1  have  heard  fuch  difcourfe ;  but  as  it  was 
well  known,  that  the  people  were  not  to  blame, 
no  fuch  application  was  ever  made,  nor  any  ftep 
taken  towards  it. 

j^>.  Was  it  not  propofed  at  a  public  meeting  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

4>.  Do  you  remember  the  abolifhing  of  the 
paper  currency  in  New  England,  by  a&  of  a£- 
fembly  ? 

•  [Sec  more  under  the  bead  of  Provincial  Papers*    £.] 
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A.  I  do  remember  its  being  abolifhed,  in  the 
MafTachufett's  Bay. 

^,  Was  not  Lieutenant  Governor  Hutchinibn 
principally  concerned  in  that  tranfa&ion  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  fo. 

^  Was  it  not  at  that  time  a  very  unpopular 
law  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  might,  though  I  can  fay  little 
about  it,  as  I  lived  at  a  diftance  from  that  pro- 
vince. 

^  Was  not  the  fcarcity  of  gold  and  fiver  an 
argument  ufed  againit  abolifhing  the  paper? 

A.  I  fuppofe  it  was  *. 

<$j  What  is  the  prefent  opinion  there  of  that 
law  ?     Is  it  as  unpopular  as  it  was  at  firft  ? 

A.  I  think  it  is  not. 

i5>.  Have  not  inftrudtions  from  hence  been  fome- 
times  fent  over  to  governors,  highly  oppreffive  and 
unpolitical  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^.  Have  not  fome  governors  difpenfed  with 
them  for  that  reafon  ? 

A.  Yes ;  I  have  heard  fo. 

^  Did  the  Americans  ever  difpute  the  con- 
trouling  power  of  parliament  to  regulate  the 
commerce? 

A.  No.  

OZj  .Can  any  thing  lefs  than  a  military  force 
carry  the  Stamp  A&  into  execution  ? 

*  [See  the  anfwer  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  trade,  p.  207-9.  E0 
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A.  I  do  not  fee  how  a  military  force  can  be 
applied  to  that  purpofc. 

^  Why  may  it  not  ? 

A.  Suppofe  a  military  force  fent  into  America, 
they  will  find  nobody  in  arms*  What  are  they 
thfen  to  do  ?  They  cannot  force  a  man  to  take 
ftamps  who  choofes  to  do  without  them.  They 
Will  net  find  a  rebellion ;  they  may  indeed  make 
one* 

S%j  If  the  a&  id  not  repealed,  what  do  you 
think  will  be  the  conferences  ? 

A.  A  total  lofs  of  the  refpeft  and  affc&ion 
the  people  of  America  bear  to  this  country ;  and 
of  all  the  commerce  that  depends  on  that  refpe& 
and  affedtion. 

$r  How  can  the  commerce  be  afFedted  ? 

A.  You  will  find,  that  if  the  a&  is  not  re* 
Jttfaled,  fhdy  Will  fakfe  very  little  of  your  mapvi- 
fadtures  in  a  fhort  time. 

Q.  Is  it  in  their  power  to  do  without  them  ? 

A.  I  think  they  may  very  well  do  without 
them. 

4Jj  Is  it  their  intereft  not  to  take  them  ). 

A.  The  goods  they  take  from  Stiftain  are 
either  neceffaries,  mere  conveniences,  .505  fuper* 
fluities.  The  firft,  as  cloth,  &c.  With  a  little 
induftry  they  can  make  at  home ;  the  feeond 
they  can  dp  without,  till  they  are  able  to  pro- 
Vide  thtth  iuiiotig  themfclvesj  and  the  lait, 
which  are  much  the  greatfcft  part,  they  will 
ftrike  eff  immediately*     They  are  mere  articles 

of 
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of  fafhion  ;  purchafed  and  confumed,  becaufe 
the  fafhion  in  a  refpefted  country;  but  will  now 
be  detefted  and  rejefted.  The  people  have  al- 
ready ftruck  off,  by  general  agreement,  the  ufe 
of  all  goods  fafiiionable  in  mournings ;  and  ma- 
ny thoufand  pounds  worth  are  fent  back  as  un- 
faleable. 

^.  Is  it  their  inteireft  to  make  cloth  at  home  ? 

A.  I  think  they  may  at  prefent  get  it  cheaper 
from  Britain,  I  mean  of  the  fame  finenefs  and 
neatnefs  of  workmanfhipj  but  when  one  con- 
fiders  other  circumftances,  the  reftraints  on  their 
trade,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  remittances, 
it  is  their  intereft  to  make  every  thing. 

4>.  Suppofe  an  aft  of  internal  regulations 
connected  with  a  tax,  how  would  they  receive 
it? 

A.  t  thirik  it  would  be  objefted  to. 

<£.  Then  no  regulation  with  a  tax  would  be 
fubmitted  to  ? 

A.  Their  opinion  is,  that  when  aids  to  the 
crown  are  wanted,  they  are  to  be  afked  of  the 
femeral  aflemblies,  according  to  the  old  e&a- 
blifhed  ufage  5  who  will,  as  they  always  hav* 
done,  grant  them  freely w  And  that  their  money 
ought  not  to  be  given  away,  without  their  cbo- 
fent,  by  perfons  at  a  diftance,  unacquainted  with 
their  circumftances  and  abilities.  The  grant* 
ing  aids  to  the  crown,  is  the  only  means  they 
have  of  recommending  themfelve*  to  their  fo- 
vereign;  and  they  think  it  extremely  hard  and 

unjuft^ 
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unjuft,  that  a  body  of  men,  in  which  they  have 
no  reprefentatives,  fhould  make  a  merit  to  it- 
felf  of  giving  and  granting  what  is  not  its  own, 
but  theirs ;  and  deprive  them  of  a  right  they 
efteem  of  the  utmoft  value  and  importance,  as 
it  is  the  fecurity  of  all  their  other  rights. 

§£.  But  is  not  the  poft-office,  which  they  have 
long  received,  a  tax  as  well  as  a  regulation  ? 

A.  No;  the  money  paid  for  the  poftage  of  a 
letter  is  not  of  the  nature  of  a  tax ;  it  is  merely  a 
quantum  meruit  for  a  fervice  done ;  no  perfon  is 
compellable  to  pay  the  money,  if  he  does  not 
choofe  to  receive  the  fervice.  A  man  may  ftill* 
as  before  the  adt,  fend  his  letter  by  a  fervant,  a 
(pecial  meflenger,  or  a  friend ;  if  he  thinks  it 
cheaper  and  fafer. 

^.  But  do  they  not  confider  tlie  regulations  of 
the  poft-office,  by  the  adfc  of  laft  year, .  as  a  tax  ?  * 

A>  By  the  Regulations  .of  laft  year  the  rate  of 
poftage!  was  generally  abated  liear  thirty  p?r  cent, 
through  all  America  -r  they  certainly  cannot  con- 
fider fuch  abatement  as  a  tax.       * 

^  If  an  excife  was  laid  by  parliament,  which 
they  might  likewife  avoid  paying,  by  mot;  coii4 
fuming: (the  articles  excifed ;\ !  would  they  ,theh 
not  objefl:  to  it  ?  •> 

A.  They  would  certainly  objedi  to  it,  as  aii 
excife  is  unconnedted  with  any  fervice  done,  and 
is  merely  an  aid;  which. they  think  ought  to,  be 
afkedof  them,  and  granted  by  them,  if  they  arc 
to  pfay.it;  andean  be  granted  for. them  by  no 

others 
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others  whatfoever,  whom  they  have  not  impow- 
ered  for  that  purpofe. 

fK  You  fay  they  do  not  objeft  to  the  right 
of  parliament,  in  laying  duties  on  goods  to  be 
paid  on  their  importation ;  now,  is  there  any 
kind  of  difference  between  a  duty  on  the  im- 
portation of  goods,  and  an  excife  on  their  con* 
famption  ?> 

A.  Yes;  a  very  material  one:  an  excife,  for 
the  reafons  I  have  juft  mentioned,  they  think  you 
can  have  no  right  to  lay  within  their  country. 
But  tbefea  is  yours;  you  maintain,  by  your  fleets, 
the  fafety  of  navigation  in  it,  and  keep  it  .clear  of 
pirates;  you  may  have  therefore  a  natural  and 
equitable  right  to  ibpie  toll  or  duty  on  merchan- 
dizes carried  through  that  part  of  your  dominions, 
towards  defraying  the  expence  you  are  at,  in  fhips 
to  maintain  the  fafety  of  that  carriage. 

3>.  Does  this  reafoning  hold  in  the  ca{e  of  a 
duty  laid  on  the  produce  of  their  lands  exported? 
And  would  they  not  then  object  to  fuch  a  duty  ? 

A.  If  it  tended  to  make  the  produce  fo  much 

dearer  abroad  as  to  leffen  the  demand  for  it,  to  be 

fure  they  would  object  to  fuch  a  duty;  Not  to  your 

'right  of  laying  it;  but  they  w6uid  eoto^hin  of  it 

as  a  burthen,  and  petition  you  to  lighteh  it; 

$>^  Is  not  the  duty  paid  on  the  tobacco  exported, 
a  duty  of  that  kind  ? 

A.  That,  1  think,  is  only  on  tobacco  carried 
coaft-wife  from  one  colony  to  another,  and  ap- 
propriated 

:  .       i  ,  .  .,.    „      »* 
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propriatcd  as  a  fund  for  fupporting  the  college  at 
Williamfburgh,  in  Virginia. 

4>.  Have  not  the  affemblies  in  the  Weft  Indies 
the  fame  natural  rights  with  thofe  in  North  Ame- 
rica ? 

A.  Undoubtedly. 

^  And  is  there  not  a  tax  laid  there  on  their 
fugars  exported  ? 

A.  I  am  not  much  acquainted  with  the  Weft 
Indies ;  but  the  duty  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  fugars  exported,  was,  I  believe,  granted  by 
their  own  affemblies  *  ? 

^j  How  much  is  the  poll-tax  in  your  pro- 
vince laid  on  unmarried  men  ? 

A.  It  is,  I  think  fifteen  (hillings,  to  be  paid 
by  every  fingle  freeman,  upwards  of  twenty- 
one  years  old. 

^  What  is  the  annual  amount  of  all  the 
taxes  in  Penfylvania?         -  •    - 

A.  1  fuppofe  about  2e,oool.  {feeding.  * 

^  Suppofing  the  Stamp  Ad  continued,  and 
enforced,  do  you  imagine  that  ill-hwmour  will 
ipduce  the  Americans  to  give  as  much  fof  worfe 
|xjan<j^dti?res  pf  their  owp,,;an4  ufc  $ljej»,  ppe- 
ferabJy  *o  better  of  pur?  ? , 

A>  Y#s,  I  thin&  fo.  PeQpte  will  pay  as  free- 
ly to  gratify  one  paffion  as  pother,  their  r$- 
fentment  9&  their  prjdie. 

^  WwW.ithe  pwple  Atgpfton  :  difcpjitb^e 
jhp\*tfwlei  A.  The 

•  [See  the  note  to  Lord  Howe's  letter  to  our  author.    £.] 
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A.  The  merchants  are  a  very  fmall  number 
compared  with  the  body  of  the  people,  and  muft 
difcontinue  their  trade,  if  nobody  will  buy  their 
goods. 

3>.  What  are  the  body  of  the  people  in  the 
colonies  ? 

A .  They  are  farmers*,  hufbandmen,  or  plan- 
ters. 

4>.  Would  they  fufFer  the  produce  of  their 
lands  to  rot  ? 

A.  No*  but  they  would  not  raife  fo  much. 
They  would  manufacture  more,  and  plow 
lefs. 

$j  Would  they  live  without  the  adminiftra* 
tion  of  juftice  in  civil  matters,  and  fuffer  all  the 
inconveniencies  of  fuch  a  fituation  for  any  con-* 
fiderable  time,  rather  than  take  the  ftamps ;  fup-* 
pofing  the  ftamps  were  protected  by  a  fufficient 
force,  where  every  one  ftiight  have  them  ? 

A*  I  think  the  fuppofition  impracticable,  that 
the  ftamps  fhould  be  fo  protefted  as  that  every 
one  might  have  them.  The  aft  requires  ftibT 
difiributort  to  be  appointed  in  every  county' 
town,  (Jiftridt,  and  village  j  and.  they  wqyld  be 
nedeffary,  But  the  principal  diftributor$,  Wfco 
were  to  have  had  a  cpnfidejrable  profit  on  the 
whole,  have  not  thoiight^it  worthwhile  to  cop- 
tlnue  in  the  office;'  and  I  think  it  invpoffible  to 
find  fub-diftributors  fit  to  be  trufted,  whp,  for1 
the  trifling  profit  that  muft ;  corns  ta  thdir  fhi^e,  , 
would  incur  the  odium,  and  run  the  hazard  that! 

O  o       >:■•:;     ..  ..,  ivould 
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would  attend  it;  and  if  they  could  be  found,  I 
think  it  impracticable  to  prated:  the  ftamps  in 
fo  many  diftant  and  remote  places, 

^.  But  in  places  where  they  could  be  pro- 
tected, would  not  the  people  ufe  them  rather 
than  remain  in  fuch  a  Situation,  unable  to  ob- 
tain any  right,  or  recover,  by  law,  any  debt  ? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  fay  what  they  would  do.  I 
can  only  judge  what  other  people  will  think, 
and  how  they  will  adt,  by  what  I  feel .  within 
myfelf.  I  have  a  great  many  debts  due  to  me 
in  America,  and  I  had  rather  they  fhould  re- 
main unrecoverable  by  any  law,  than  fubmrt 
to  the  Stamp  Adt.  They  will  be  debts  of  ho- 
nour. It  is  my  opinion  the  people  will  either 
continue  in  that  fituation,  or  find  fome  way  to 
extricate  themfelves,  perhaps  by  generally  agree- 
ing to  proceed  in  the  courts  without  ftamps. 

4>.  What  do  you  think  a  fufficient.  'military 
force  to  protedt  the  distribution  of  the  ftamps  in 
every  part  of  America  ? 

A .  A  very  great  force ;  I  can't  fay  what,  if 
the  difpofition  of  America  is  for  a  general  re- 
fiftance. 

S^  What  is  the  number  of  men  in  America 
able  to  bear  arms,  or  of  difciplined  militia  ? 

A .  There  are,  I  fuppofe,  at  leaft— 

[^uefiion  objected  to.  He  withdrew.  Called  in 
again.] 

%.  Is  the  American  Stamp  Aft  an  equal  tax  on 
the  country  ? 
A.  Ithinknot.  ^>Why 
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%.  Why  (o  ? 

A.  The  greateft  part  of  the  money  muft  a- 
rife  from  law-fuits  for  the  recovery  of  debts  ; 
and  be  paid  by  the  lower  fort  of  people,  who 
were  too  poor  eafily  to  pay  their  debts.  It  is 
therefore  a  heavy  tax  on  the  poor,  and  a  tax 
upon  them  for  being  poor. 

^  But  will  not  this  increafe  of  expence  be  a 
means  of  leflening  the  number  of  law-fuits  ? 

A.  I  think  not ;  for  as  the  cofts  all  fall  upon 
the  debtor,  and  are  to  be  paid  by  him,  they  would 
be  no  difcouragement  to  the  creditor  to  bring  his 
adtion. 

^,  Would  it  not  have  the  effe<5t  of  exceffive 
ufury  ? 

A.  Yes,  as  an  oppreffion  of  the  debtor. 

i^.  How  many  fhips  are  there  laden  annually 
in  North  America  With  flax  feed  for  Ireland  ? 
,  A.  I  cannot  fpeak  to  the  number  of  {hips,  but 
I  know  that, in  1752,  ten  thoufand  hogflieads  of 
flax-feed,  ea^Ji  coi^taini/ig  feven  bufhels,  were 
exported  from  Philadelphia  to  Ireland;  I  fuppofe 
the  quantity  is  greatly  increafed  fince  that  time  $ 
and  it  is  underftood  that  the  exportation  from 
New  York  is  ecjugl  tp  that  from  Philadelphia. 
.'/,  ^  What  beppmek  of  the  flax  that  grows  with 
that  flax-leed ?    ""*. '    , 

A.  They  mahufa&ure  fome  into  coarfe,  and 
fojne  into  a  middling  kind! of  linen. 

-j^/  Are  there  any  Jlitting-mills  in  America  J  ? 

i\>\u\)y\l>*;jl^^  E.J 
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A.  I  think  there  are  three,  but  I  believe  only 
one  at  prefent  employed.  1  fuppofethey  will  all 
be*fet  to  work,  if  the  interruption  of  the  trade 
continues. 

^  Are  there  any  fulling-mills  there  ? 

A.  A  great  many. 

^.  Did  you  never  hear  that  a  great  quantity  of 
Jockings  werecontrafted  for,  for  the  army,  during 
the  war,  and  manufactured  in  Philadelphia  ? 

A.  1  have  heard  fo. 

^.  If  the  Stamp- Aft  fheuld  be  repealed,  would 
not  the  Americans  think  they  could  oblige  the  par* 
liament  to  repeal  evefjey  external  Wx-law  jiqw  in 
force  ? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  anfwer  queftions  of  what  people 
at  fuch  a  diftance  will  think. 

^  But  what  tfojdu  imagine1  they  will  think 
were  the  motives  of  repealing  die  afli? 

A.  i  foppofe  they  will  think  that  it  was  T:e» 
pealed  from  a  eon  vision  of  its  inexpediency;  and 
they  will  rely  tfpon  it,  that'vftiile'ttie  fame  itffcxi 
pediency  fubfifts,1  you  ivill  never  attempt  to  make 
fuch  another. 

^>.  What  do  you  mean  by  ft* inexpediency? 

A.  I  mean  its  inexpediency  on  feveral  afcdoiints  ? 
ifee  poverty  arid  inability  of  thofe  who  wete  topay 
the  tax ;  the  general  difcontent  it  has  occasioned  ; 
and  the  impfafticibilhy  of  enforcing  it. 

^.  If  the  aft  Should  be  repeated,,  andthelegi- 
flature  fhould  Ihew  its-  tfcfenttftentr  to  the  oppoiers 
of  the  Stamp-Aft,  would 'the  colonics  acquiefce 

in 
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in  the  authority  of  the  legiflature?   What  is  your 
opinion  they  woilld  do  ? 

A.  I  don't  doubt  at  all,  that  if  the  legiflature 
repeal  the  Stamp- A£t,  the  colonies  will  acqfuefce 
in  the  authority. 

^  But  if  the  legiflature  ftiould  think  fit  to  as- 
certain its  right  to  lay  taxes,  by  any  aft  laying  a 
fmall  tax,  contrary  to  their  opinion ;  would  they 
fubmit  to  pay  the  tax  ? 

A.  The  proceedings  of  the  people  in  America 
have  been  confidered  too  much  together.  The 
proceedings  oftheaflemblies  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  the  mobs;  and  frotild  be 
diftinguifhed,  *as  having  no  connexion  with  each 
other.  The  ajfemblies  have  only,  peaceably  refol ved 
what  they  take  to  be  their  rights :  they  have  taken 
no  meafures  for  oppofitkm  by  force,  they  have  not 
built  a  fort,  raifed  a  -man,  or  provided  a  grain  df 
ammunition,  in  order  to  fuch  opppfitjon.  The 
ring-leaders  of  riots  they  think  .ought,  to  be  pu- 
nched; they  would  punifti  them  theqlfelves,  If 
they  could.  Every Xober,  fenfible  man  would  tyi(h 
40  fee  rioters  puniflied,  as  otherwife  peaceable 
people  have  no  Security  of  perfon  orefftate. — But 
*s  to  an  internal  tax,  how  fmall  foever,  laid  by 
the  legiflature  here  on  \he  people  there,  while 
they  have  no  reprefentativcs  in  tnis  legislature, /I 
think  it  will  never  be  fubmitted  to  :  they  will  op- 
pofe  it  to  the  laft.— They  do  not  corifldei;  it  as  at 
all  neceflary  for-  you  to  raife  money  on  thegi  by 
your  taxes;-  beca«fe.they  are,  and  always  have 

1  '     been, 
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been,  ready  to  raife  money  by  taxes  among  them- 
felves,  and  to  grant  large  fums,  equal  to  their 
abilities ;  upon  requifition  from  the  crown.   They 
have  not  only  granted  equal  to  their  abilities; 
but,  during  all  the  laft  war,  they  granted  far  be- 
yond their  abilities,  and  beyond  their  proportion 
with  this  country,  (you  yourfelves  being  judges,) 
to  the  amount  of  many  hundred  thoufand  pourtds; 
And  this  they  did  freely  and  readily,  only  on  a 
fort  of  promife,  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  that 
it  fhould  be  recommended  to  parliament  to  make 
them  compenfation.     It  was  accordingly  recom- 
mended  to  parliament,   in  the  moft  honourable 
manner   for  them. — America  has  been  greatly 
mifreprefented  and  abufed  here,  in  papers,  and 
pamphlets,    and  fpeeches,    as    ungrateful,    and 
unreafonable,  and  unjuft  j  in  having  put  this  na- 
tion to  immenfe  expence  for  their  defence,   and 
refufing  to  bear  any  part  of  that  expence.     The 
colonies  railed,  paid,  and  clothed,  near  twenty- 
five  thoufand  njen  during  the  laft  war ;  a  num- 
ber   equal  to    thofe  fent   from  Britain,  and  far 
beyond  their  proportion ;  they  went  deeply  into 
debt  in  doing  this,  and  all  their  taxes  and  eftates 
are  mortgaged,    for  many   years   to  come,   for 
difcharging  that  debt.     Government  here  was  at 
that  time  very  fenfible  of  this.     The  colonies 
were  recommended  to  parliament.     Every  year 
the  king  fent  down  to  the  houfe  a  written  mef- 
fage  to  this  purpofe,  €  That  his  Majefty,  being 
*€  highly  fenfible  of  the  zeal   and  vigour  with 
€  which   his    faithful  fubjedts  in  North  Am*- 
1  €  rica 
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4  rica  had  exerted  themfelves,  in  defence  of  his 
f  Majefty's  juft  rights   and    pofleffions ;  recom- 

*  mended  it  to   the  houfe  to  take  the  fame  into 
c  confideration,  and  enable  him  to  give  them  a 

*  proper  compenfation.'  You  will  find  thofe 
meflages  on  your  own  journals  every  year  of 
the  war  to  the  very  laft ;  and  you  did  according- 
ly give  200,000 1.  annually  to  the  crown,  to  be 
diftributed  in  fuch  compenfation  to  the  colonies. 
This  is  the  ftrongeft  of  all  proofs  that  the  colo- 
nies, far  from  being  unwilling  to  bear  a  {hare  of 
the  burthen,  did  exceed  their  proportion  $  for 
if  they  had  done  lefs,  or  had  only  equalled  their 
proportion,  there  would  have  been  no  room  or 
reafon  for  compenfation. — Indeed  the  fums  re- 
imburfed  them,  were  by  no  means  adequate  to 
the  expencc  they  incurred  beyond  their  propor- 
tion :  but  they  never  murmured  at  that  j  they^ 
efteem  their  Sovereign's  approbation  of  their 
zeal  and  fidelity,  and  the  approbation  of  this 
houfe,  far  beyond  any  other  kind  of  compen- 
fation ;  therefore  there  was  no  occafion  for  this 
ad,  to  force  money  from  a  willing  people: 
they  had  not  refufed  giving  money  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  adt;  no  requifition.  had  been  made; 
they  were  always  willing  and  ready  to  do  what 
could  reafonably  be  expedted  from  them,  and  in 
this  light  they  wifh  to  be  confidered. 

^  But  fuppofe  Great  Britain  fliould  be  en- 
gaged in  a  war  in  Europe,  would  North  Ame- 
rica contribute  to  the  fupport  of  it  ? 
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A.  I  do  think  they  would,  as  far  as  their  cir* 
cumftances  would  permit.  They  confider  them-* 
felves  as  a  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  as 
having  one  common  intereft  with  it:  they  may 
be  looked  on  here  as  foreigners,  but  they  do  not 
confider  themfelves  asfuch.  They  are  zealous 
for  the  honour  and  profperity  of  this  nation; 
and,  while  they  are  well  ufcd,  will  always  be 
ready  to  fupport  it,  as  far  as  their  little  power 
goes.— -In  1739  they  were  called  upon  to  aflifE 
in  the  expedition  againft  Gartbagenay  and  they 
fbnt  three  thoufand  men  to  join  your  army** 
It  is  true  Carthagena  is  in  America,  but  as  re- 
mote from  the  northern  colonies,  as  if  it  had  been 
in  Europe.  They  make  no  diftin&ion  of  wars, 
as  to  their  duty  of  affifting  in  them*— I  know 
the  hft  war  it  commonly  fpoke  of  here  as>  en- 
tered into  for  the  defence,  or  for  the  fake  of  the 
people  in  America.  I  think  it  is  quite  rnifim~ 
derftood.  It  began  about  the  limits  between 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;  about  territories  to 
which  the  crown  indeed  laid  claim,  but  [which} 
wefe  not  claimed  by  any  Britifh  colony;  None 
of  the  lands  had  been  granted  to  any  eol6irift> 
we  had  therefore  no  particular  concern  or  intereft 
in  that  difpute.-*-As  to  the  Obio$  the  contefl 
there  began  about  your  right  of  trading  in  the. 
Indian  country,  a  right  you  had  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,    which  the  French  infringed ;    they 

[#  Admir*!  Vlrndn  and  General  Wentworth  commanded    drii> 
expedition ;  with  what  fuocefs,  i&  well  known,     £.] 

feized 
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rfcieed  t%  traders  and*  their  good*,  which  were 
your manufactures j  they  took;  a  fort  which  a 
company  of  your  merchants,  arid  their  fa&ofts 
andicorrefpondenn,  hod  et&®k&  therd,  to  ftcure 
that  trade.  Braddock- was'  fent  with  art  army 
,to  rer-tafce  that  fort  (whicifc  was  looked  on  here 
m  anoiher  mcroachtnent  on  the  King't  territory^ 
aiKt  to  protc<#  yonr  trade.  It  was  not  till  after 
his  defeat  that  the  colonic*  WW  attacked** 
Tiiey:  were  before  in  perf«*  peace  with  both 
French,  and  Indian?}  the  troops  wertt^rw*  thew^ 
-fore  fentfo*  their  defence,— The  trad*  witfrthe 
Indians,  thtamgh  carried  on  hv  America)  fe»  not 
aa  America*  intertft*  The  people  of  Affl«rica  are 
chiefly  farmers  and  planters  j  icarc*  am*  thing  that 
they  rai&  or  produce  is  an  artide  of  commerce 
with  the  Indians.  Th«  Indian  traded  is  a  Britifk 
intertfi  it  is-cartied  drt  withBritifli  manufadufe*,! 
for  the  profit  erf  BrittfK  merchants  arti  manufac- 
turers ;  therefore  the  war,  as  it  comtt^enoed  for1 
die  defence  of  territories  of  the  crovW  (tlie*  pro- 
perty of  no  American)  and' for  tht>  defertt©  of  aT 
trade  purely  British,  was  really  a  Britifh  war— 
and  yet -the  peopfe  of  America  made  no  fcrufele 
of  contributing  their  utmoft  tovtoftte  carrykigJ 
iron;  and  bringing 'it  to. a  happy  <:<britlufiori. 

*  [Whenr  this  armj»[\va9  in  the-utm<^:diftr<ffs  horn-  thd  -want  of* 
**ggon$,  &c.  oar -author  and  his  Ion  voluntarily  traverfed  the  coun- 
try, in  oroVr  to'coileft  a  fuffitieitt  'quantity  J.  and  they'  had   zeal 
and  addreft  enough  .  to  effeft.  their  purpofe,  upon  pledging  thettf-i  > 
felves,  to  the  amount  of  many,  thousand  pounds,  for  payment.     It ; 
wks\  hot  juft --before  0r.  Franklin's'  lift  return  to  America^  that  the 
aCWantt-inOthis.tranlaafch'.wdie  pafikiPa^hbrak     E]  

P  p  ^j  Do 
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-^.  Do  you  think  then  that  the  taking  poffeffian 
of  the  King's  territorial  rights,  and  Jirengtbming 
tbi  frontiers,  is  not  an  American  intibreft  ?. 
■;    A*  Not  particularly.;  but  conjointly  a  Britifh 
and  an  American  in  te  re  ft. 

^  You  will  not  deny  that  the  preceding,  war, 
the  war  with  Spain,  was  entered  into  for  the  fake 
of  America ;  was  it  not  occaftoned  by  .captures  made 
in  the  American  feas  ? 

./•A.  Yes ;  captures  of  £hips"carryingx>n/  the  Bri- 
tifh. trade  there  with  Britifh  manufactures. 

4>.  Was  not  the  late  war  with  the  Indians,  Jince 
the  peace  with  France^  a  war :  for  America  only  ? 
, .  A.  Yes  ;  it  was  more  particularly  for  America 
jh4n  Ac; former;"; but  it  was  rather  a.cpnfequence 
©rrxemaios  of  the  forpiej:  war,  the  Indians  not 
fraying  beeinjhprougfrly  pacified  ^  And  the  Ameri- 
cans bore  by-,  much  the  grcateftfhare  of  the  ex- 
pence.  It  iyas  put  an  end  to  by  the  army  under 
General: Bouqugtj;  4frq$t)¥$ft  »pfc  ^bfcve  &**& 
hundred*  regulars  _ift  that  #rj#y,  ;ai>d  ahpYftone 
thoufarid  Penfyty^tfia&s. ;  ;;r/t;  r  ..  (,  •  '  ..  ^  j 

^  Is  knot  npgef&^.tft fqadjurpopp  to  America, 
to  defend  the  Americans. againftj the  Indians  ? 

A.  No,  by  no  means;  it.nc^r.WM  neqeflary.. 
They  defended  themfelves  when  tKey  were  but  an 
handful,  and  the  Indians  much  more  numerous. 
They  continually  gained  ground,  and  have  driven' 
the  Indians  over  the  mountains,  without  any  troops  < 
fent  to  their  afliftance  from  this  country.  And! 
can  it  be  thought  necefTary  now-to  fend  troops  for 

their 
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their  ^defence  from  thofc  diminiflied  Indian  tribes, 
when  the  colonies  arc  become  fo  populous,  and 
fa  ftrong  ?  There  is  not  theleaft  pecafion  for  it; 
they  are  very  able  to  defend  themfelvesf.  f  ;  ' 
j^.  Do  you  fay  there  were  no  more  than  thrfee 
hundred  regular  troops  employed  in  the  late'In-^ 
dian  war?       "  -  "  '"    ;V)     :i' 

:  A.  Not  on  the  Ohio,  or  the  frontiers  of  Pen-; 
fylvania,  which  was  the  chief  part  of  the  war  that 
affe&ed  the  colonies.  There  were  garrifons  at 
Niagara,  Fort  Detroit,  and  thofe  remote  poft$ 
kept  for  the  fake  of  your  trade ;  I  did  hot  reckon 
them;  but  I  believe  that  Qn  the  whole  the  number 
of  Americans,  or  provincial  troops,  employed  in 
the  war,  was  greater  than  that  of  the  regulars.  I 
am  not  certain,  but  I  think  fo. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  aflemblies  have  a  right  to 
levy  money  on  the  fubje<a  there,  to  grant  to  the 
crown  ? 

A.  I  certainly  think  fo ;  they  have  always  done 
it. 

Q.  Are  they  acquainted  with  the  declaration  of 
rights  ?  And  do  they  know  that,  bf  that  ftatute* 
money  is  not  to  be  raifed  on  the  fubje&  but  by  con- 
fent  of  parliament? 

A.  They  are  very  well  acquainted  with  it. 

^,  How  then  can  they  think  they  have  a 
right  to  levy  money  for  the  crown,  or  for  any 
other  than  local  purpofes  ?  .    r  *  , 

A.  They  underftand  that  claufe  to  relate  to 
fubjedts  only  within  the  realm;    that  no  money 

Pp  2  can 
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can  be  levied  on  th*m  for  the  crown,   but  by 

Snfent  pf  parliament.  The  colonies  are  not 
ppofed  to  be  within  the  realm ;  they  have  af- 
femblies  of  their  own,  which  are  their  parliaments, 
and  they  are,  in  that  refpedt,  in  the  fame  fituation 
yulihjreknij.  When  money  is  to  be  iraifedfbr 
the  crown  upon  the  fubjedt  in  Ireland,  or  in  the 
C9I04U3*;  the  conient  is  given  in  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  pr  in  the  aflembltea  of  the  colonies* 
They  think  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  can- 
qpt  properly  give  thatconfent*  till  it  has  repre- 
sentatives from  America ;,  for  the  petition  of  right 
q^pfe&ly  {ays*  it  is  to  be  by  commm  conftn fin  par* 
lf#m$nt  i  and  the.  people  of  America  hare  no  re- 

Sejeijtathjes  in  pajlisme&tt    to  make  a  part  of 
at  common  confent. 

c  %±  Jf  the.  St^mp  Aft  Should  be  repealed, .  and 
m  ^$  QiQuk}  P^«#  ordering  the  aflcmbKes.  of 
the  colonies  to  indemnify  the  fufferers  by  the 

got*,  woufcd  they  ol»y  it? .  =  

A.  That  is  a  queftion  I  cannot  anfwer. 

^  Sqpppfc  thfl  Sipg:  (lionld:  require  the*  c& 
t(tf}\$s  to,  gqajit/a  revenue*,  land:' the  parliament 
fliould  be  againft  their  doing  it  3  da  they*  think 
they  e^  grap*  a  revenue  toi  the  Kmgi  without 
the  confent  <pf  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain^ 
\t  A*  Tlfat  is  *  deep  qtieftiom^As  to  my  own 
opinion,  I  fhould  think  imyfplf  at  liberty  to 
dp  it,  and(iJiQuW4o  ifc  if  I  liked  the  occafioiu 

%y  When 
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:  ^  When  money  has  bteeii  raifcd  in  the  colo- 
nies, upon  requifitions,  has  it  not  been  granted; 
*5  theRfeg?  I 

A.  Yes*  ahwys;  but  the  requifitions  have  ge- 
nerally beten  fdr  fotfte  ferVice  fexpreffed,  as  to  raife, 
tktihfe,  afcdpdy  trOopfc }  land  iiotfbfr  mohey  cttity. 

: \  $j  If  the  adl  fliould  pafs,  requiring  the  Arrie^ 
rican  afifemblies  to  make  cotopenfatioh  to  the  fuf- 
ferers,  and  they  fhould  difobey  it  3  and  then  the 
parliament  fliould,  by  another  aft,  lay  an  internal 
tax ;  would  they  then  obey  it  ? 

A.  The  peopfe  will  pay  *ro  iritettiafl  talc ;  and  I 
tbfinfc  ah  atftta  oblige  the  aflemblies  to  trfake  eorn^- 
penfation  is  unneceflary ;  for  I  am  of  opiriidft,  th&* 
as  foon  as  the  prefent  heats  are  abated/  they  will 
take  the  frrattcr  info  confideratf  01*,  afcd  if  it  is  right 
to  be^  dqnte>?  they  will  fid  it  of  thtrtifehts. 

"J*4f>  "^o'hofieltleirV  dften  comfe  into  tha,  poft- 
offices  in  America,  diredted  to  fome  inland  town* 
bMrher4:lte'|)oftg6efei?,    r    oA  "'n^:'*-       r   •>  , 

:A*  Tesy  :  ■  '  :f '    • 

S^l  Can  any  private  perfoft;  take  #£>  fhofe  Kf^- 
ters,  and  carry  them  a&4ft«&etf'?  ^  *    — 

A.  Yes;  any  friehd  df*lfe  ^-ftrti  Aty  <&  it,, 
^aytrigtfhe  iJoftagb  that  ha*  acc^ae^  '    > 
-  ,%  Buftfrniift  not-  he  pay  ^^MbnSi  jfofkgfe 
{br  die  diflance  to  fudi  iflfctt&  t©W#  ? 

i-A  No. 
oj  ^  Can  dic/p©ft*maflfer'  aAf^ef  ddlkrtn^/tlfe 
Ittrter,  without  being  £ak*  ftidtf  ;4dd«i»feirp^ 

:  -  ^  Cen- 
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A.  Certainly  he  pan-ckn^a^diPQtWpgt/Whfrc 
^^dwjB^Viferyice^ :  .   (;     ^;;iir:..:r      ; '^  ia 

^.J  Suppofe  a  perlon,  being  far  from.hotato 
find?  a  [letter  in  a  pqft-ofljee  4ire#e(}-.tp  Jhto, 
and  he  lives  in  a  place  to.  which  the  pqft  gen 
nerally.gocs,  and  the  letter  k  directed;  to :^t 
place;  will  the  poft-mafter  deliver  him  £be  let- 
ter,  without;  bis  paying  the  pbftage-reiii^blc 
at  th?  pUcetp  which  the  letter  is  dute&edi-  nr,jh 

A.  Yes*  the  office  cannot  dciriand^poftagi 
for  a  letter  that  it  does  not  carry,  or  farther 
than  it  does  carry  it. 

\S%.  Are  not  ferrymen  in  America* ©bUged, 
by  ad  of  parliament,  to.  carry  over  the  pofts  with- 
out pay?  .:.•'.;!     r 

A.  Yes. 

i^.  Is  not  this  a  tax  on  the  ferrymen  ? 

A.  They  do  not  confider  it  as  fuch,  as  they 
have  an  advantage  from  perfons  travelling  with 
thepoft*. 

%.  If  the  Stamp- Aft  fhould  be  repealed,  and 
the  crown  fliould  make  a  requifition  to  the  colo- 
nies for  a  fum  of  money,  would  they  grant  it  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  would.  >     i.      •  1 

S^  Why  do  you  think  fo?  ;.".*. 

A.  I  can  fpeak  for  the  colony  I;  live  in,;  \ 
had  it  in  inftru&ion  from  the  affembly  to  af- 
fure  theminiftry,  that  *s  .they  always  had  done, 
fo  they  thould  always  think  it  their  duty,  to 
grant  fuch  aids  to  the  crown  as  we're  dfuitable  to 
their  circumftances  and  abilities;  jwheneyer  ctdli 

•  [The  fcvcral  perfons  travelling  together,  msktone  trouble.  £.} 

cd 


-ei  upon  <<bn'that  purpofe;  in  the  ufual  cohfti- 
tutional  manner  j  and  I  had  the  honour  of  com- 
iniiinicatul^  this  infkruftion  to  that  honourable 
igentleiwto  'then  ijiitoftcr  ^. 

/;  }^\Wpu|4  toey^ao.  this  for  a  &ritifh  concern  j. 
^ftrluppofti  a.  war  in  Jfome  part  of  Europe,  that 
^icl "not  affed:  them? *'     w 

.  :A.  ^es*Jpr  any  thing  that'  concerned  the: 
general  intereft.     They  Consider  themfelves    as 

m^M^0^  ..".'. 

3'  ^.  What  is  the  ufual  conftitutional  manner  of 

calling  on  the  colonies  for  aids  ? 

'r^U«  A  letter ^fC^-^-iteivtiuy'^Matei-'     - 

.  i  */(  Ltate thefollo^iigDO ^ Jbe^cihift^^tlli^traiiftfllion\  . 

wlfltea  ffyjmes  cfirmty  from  the  colonies,  the  iecreWy  of  ftate,  in 
his  Majesty's  name,  Tent  diem  a'Jetter  of  requisition,  111  which  the 
ocfaMd  3or  the  {Applies  was  ekprcJTecf ;  and  the  colonies  returned  a 
ifcf dtfh  jftjiW**  ^1WiHLw W A  '#>  whpUy  prefenhjAL  v  A*  this 
period,  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  "(Mr.  George  ,GrenviUe)  fteps 
forth  and  fays  to  the  houfe  of  commons — We  muft  caller -money  front 
the  colonies  in  the  way  of  a  tax ;  —  and  to  thpjqpiony-fagc&tSj  turtle  to 
jour  fcveral  colonies ;  and  tell  themy  if  they  diflike  a  duty  upon  damps, 

G^ffftPj /S?If  %5"Mf^t#!S^¥  *?*-  "W&V&faf** if  pall  kf  con- 
jnourft  be  hut  raifc'd.  VThat is,,-obferved  thence" 


Unt9  provided  the  amount i^£«/  raife'd.  "VTh^tisf,-obfcrvedthe<61or 
flies,  vflC^n'cbmlJBBBttng lipo'n Yn  termed  * if  We*  will  nottaxomrfelvfcif 
4  a/  av/  may  be  directed,  the  parliament  will  tax  us.' — Dr  FfanfoUp'* 
inftruclions,  fpoken  of  above,  related  to  this  gracious  option* — As 
the  colonies  could  not  choofe  *  another  tax,'  while  the^'eftfehtimed 
every  tax  ;,the  parliament  panned  the  Stamp- Ad. 
-  It  ftcftilfiuti the. bnlf rattt>£d»  omVSfctiahrtoae d flltwoV fajdur, 

JfrMfr  <f  fiP^f  fh?  rfKtofl**Wrn«0  *¥  ^  f^c  ^  '^■■^ 
ftanet  which  was  »*/  »w.        ,  i  , 

See  Mr.  Mauduit's  accoontftf  Mfo  t^'rcnviUWcwlfeetke ^witiy 

Iagp^,;cp^nne4  Wt^llgenis.fop/C^r^afi^YJ^ 

no  "  °  ^.  fe 


t$6   E*4*w^^ 

'$4  It  this  all  you  pteanjj'ii  iettenftomct}**  jfe- 

•cretary.of  flats  ?  .  .  .  .        .       ...  -r  i,i(l ,,tJr;j 

.  ^  iioa^aa.tbec  ufual.wajr  of  ^irifittoflUi  im* 
circular  letter  from  th£  fecTOUiy  *rf£»itf^  bjfhtf 
Majefty's  ,Qomjpand  ^  rjecitimj  the  ppcaflqn,  and 
rwdmrii^ndi^  it  to  the  colonies  tenant  * (rich 
aids  as  became  tlieir  loyalty;'  and  welt  ibitytlt& 
tQ  their  abilities.     r  r  *J 

;  &ll$iA^e  fe^tMy  of  fete  ever  waiter v for 
^^fOTthefcrowh?    -  •:::;> 

A.  The  requifitions  have  been  to  raife,  cl&tHi 
W<LiJ»# ..fll%;:,#ibC»t:bf  dc^fc  wittiput 
money.  .     .,  :  U.0 

%.  WpulA  A^jgfS^tJWftSyi  aJ§>G«i  if  C*lled 
on? 

^t  Iti  my  opinion  they  wowld>  tnoineydaa  jvell 
a?  menj  when  iktyhayimpntty',  q^caafm^^^ 

^j  If  the  parliament  ^ 
A<ft,  wiB  the  affemWy  of  Penfyftania  ref^hdiheft. 
f^hitions/  ..   J  ..,,.sv^l<.3  i:* 

A.  I  think not*  ;  ;      *\«wa»  :• 

^.  Before  there  was  anyM^ou$h^ 
A&,  did  they  wilh  fpr  a.r?pff^6nii»te^i  in,  pm^ltttt 
ment  ?  ■•;ij--. '  ■jC'x-  -■■■■»  ■•  ^■■••j-  -    * 

."  .  «*?•-.  *?*?•;  /~  ■     ■ !-.-     '   --li-:   -b  J.:i.   :>jfJ~v  cf.t..  «,.  )r^? 

:  ^  Don  t  you/  know  tnatdafif^  isf  i&ifrhm  Jr*»- 

fyhania  charter,  anfaeprefa  l-^^^tioribf^ri^ 

tf  parliament  tpfcy  ta*g&  tbfipe^    ■)  I      '  -,  ;  ',-'" 

A.-  I  know  Acre  is  a  claufe  in  the  charter*  bjh 

which  the  King  graMtfc  fftt'4tf  fciff  i&f  iirt&iV 

!  /:  on 
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on  the  inhabitants,  unlcfs  it  be  With  the  confent 
of  the  aflembly,  or  by  a&  of  parliament. 

^.  How  then  could  the  aflembly  of  Penfylvania 
affert,  that  layihg  a  tax  on  them  by  the  Stamp- ACt 
was  an  infringement  of  their  rights  ? 

A.  They  underftand  it  thus :  By  the  fame  char- 
ter, and  otherwife,  they  are  intitled  to  all  the  pri- 
vileges and  liberties  of  Ertglilhmen  :  they  find  in 
the  great  charters,  and  the  petition  and  declaration 
of  rights,  that  one  of  the  privileges  of  Englifh  fub- 
jetfs  is,  that  they  are  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their 
common  confent ;  they  have  therefore  relied  upon 
it,  from  the  firft  fettlement  of  the  province,  that 
the  parliament  never  would*  nor  could,  by  colour 
of  that  claufo  in  the  charter,  affume  a  right  of  tax- 
ing them,  till  it  had  qualified  itfelf  to  exercife 
fuch  right ;  by  admitting  reprefentatives  from  the 
people  to  be  taxed,  who  ought  to  make  a  part  of 
that  common  confent. 

^  Are  there  any  words  in  the  charter  that  jus- 
tify that  confbu&ion  ? 

A.  The  common  rights  of  Englishmen,  as  de- 
clared by  Magna  Charta,  and  the  petition  of  right ; 
all  juftify  it* 

^  Does  the  diftin&ion  between  internal  and 
external  taxes  exift  in  the  words  of  the  charter  ? 

A.  No,  1  believe  not. 

^  Then  may  they  not,  by  the  fame  interpre- 
tation, objedt  to  the  parliament's  right  of  external 
taxation  ? 

A.  They  never  haw  hitherto*  Many  argu- 
ments have  been  lately  ufed  here  to  (hew  them 

Q^q  that 
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that  there  is  no  difference,  and  that  if  you  have 
no  right  to  tax  them  internally,  you  have  none  to 
tax  them  externally,  or  make  any  other  law  to 
bind  them.  At  prefent  they  do  not  reafon  fo; 
but  in  time  they  may  poflibly  be  convinced  by 
thefe  arguments. 

<^  Do  not  the  resolutions  of  the  Penfylvania 
.  aflembly  fay^ — all  taxes  ? 

A.  If  they  do,  they  mean  only  internal  taxes; 
the  fame  words  have  not  always  the  fame  meaning 
here  and  in  the  colonies.  By  taxes  they  mean  in- 
ternal taxes  -,  by  duties  they  mean  cuftomsj  Thefe 
are  their  ideas  of  the  language. 

§>.  Have  you  hot  feen  the  refolutiofis  of  the 
Mafiachufett's  Bay  aflembly  ? 

A.  I  have. 

^.  Do  they  not  fay,  that  neither  external 
nor  internal  taxes  can  be  laid  on  them  by  par- 
liament? ' 

A .  I  don't  know  that  they  do ;  I  believe 
not. 

<5>.  If  the  fame  colohy  fliould  fay  neither  tax 
nor  impofitibn  could  be  laid,  does  not  that  pro- 
vince hold  the  power  of  parliament  can  lay 
neither? 

A.  I  fuppofe  that  by  the  word  tmpofition, 
they  do  not  intend  to  exprefs  duties  to  be  laid 
on  goods  imported,  as  regulations  of  commerce. 

^  What  can  the  colonies  mean  then  by  imr 
pofition  as  diftinft  from  taxes  ? 

A.  They 
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A.  They  may  mean  many  things;  as  im- 
preffing  of  men,  or  of  carriages,  quartering 
troops  on  private  houfes,  and  the  like;  there 
may  be  great  impofitions  that  are  not  properly 
taxes. 

^.  Is  not  the  poft-office  rate  an  internal  tax 
laid  by  aft  of  parliament  ? 
A.  I  have.>  anfwered  that. 

^  Are  all  parts  of  the  colonies  equally  able 
to  pay  taxes  ?  .    .,  .    \  v 

A.  No,  certainly;  the  frontier  parts,  which 
have  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy,  are  greatly 
difabled  by  that  means;  and  therefQre,  in  fuch 
cafes,  are  ufuafly  favoured  in  our  tax-law^. 

^  Can  we,  at  this  diftance,  be  competent 
judges  of  what  favours  are  neceffary  ? 

A.  The  parliament  have  fuppofed  it,  by 
claiming  a  right  to  make  tax-laws  for  America  : 
I  think  it  impoffibje.        . 

gj  Would  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-Aft  bi 
any  difcouragetnent  of  your  manufaftures  ?  Will 
the  people  that  have  begun  to  manufafture  de- 
cline it? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  they  will;  efpecialljr  if,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  trade  is  opened  again,  fo 
that  remittances  can  be  eafily  made.  I  have 
known  feveral  inftances  that  make  it  probable. 
In  the  war  before  laft,  tobacco  being  low,  and 
making  little  remittance,  t*he  people  of  Virginia 
went  generally  into  family- manufaftures.     Af- 

Q^q!  2  terwards, 
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terwards,  when  tobacco  bore  a  better  price, 
they  returned  to  the  ufe  of  Britifh  manufac- 
tures. So  fulling-mills  were  very  much  difufcd 
ip  the  laft  war  in  Penfylvania,  bccaufe  bills  were 
then  plenty,  and  remittances  could  eafily  bo 
made  to  Britain  forEnglifh  cloth  and  other  goods* 

if>.  If  the  Stamp-Ad  fhould  be  repealed,  would 
it  induce  the  aflemblies  of  America  to  acknow- 
ledge the  rights  of  parliament  to  tax  them,  and 
would  they  erafe  their  refolutions  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

£K  Is  there  no  means  of  obliging  them  to  erafe 
thofe  refolutions  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know  of;  they  will  never  do 
it,  unlefs  compelled  by  force  of  arms. 
•   $j  Is  there  a  power  on  earth  that  can  force 
them  to  erafe  them  ? 

A.  No  power,  how  great  foevcr,  can  force  men 
to  change  their  opinions. 

^.  Do  they  confider  the  poft-oflice  as  a  tax* 
br  as  a  regulation  ?         ' . 

A.  Not  as  a  tax,  but  as  a  regulation  and  coa- 
veniency ;  every  affembdy  encouraged  it*  and  fup* 
ported  it  in  its  infancy,  by  grants  of  money,  which 
they  would  uot  othf^wifq  jhava  done;  and  the 
people  have  always  paid  the  poftage, 

<£.  When  did  you  receive  tKe  inftfudtions  yott 
mentioned*? 

A.  I  brought  them  with  me,  when  J  came  to 
England,  about  fifteen  months  fince. 

•  {Sec  p.  294.    &] 
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<f>.  When  did  you  communicate  that  inftrudtion 
to  the  minifter  ? 

A .  Soon  after  my  arrival, — while  the  ftamping 
of  America  was  under  confederation,  and  before 
the  bill  was  brought  in. 

<f>.  Would  it  be  moft  for  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  to  employ  the  hands  of  Virginia  in  to- 
bacco, or  in  manufactures  ? 

A.  In  tobacco,  to  be  fure. 

<5>.  What  ufed  to  be  the  pride  of  the  Americans  ? 

A.  To  indulge  in  the  fafhions  and  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain. 

S^  What  is  now  their  pride  ? 

An  To  wear  their  old  clothes  over  again,  till 
they  can  make  new  ones. 


Withdrew. 


r* 
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To    Dr.     FRANKLIN*. 


Dear  Sir,  Nov.  21,    1769. 

TN  the  many  converfations  we  have  had  together 
■*  about  our  prefent  difputes  with  North  American 
we    perfectly    agrepcl    in.  wifhing   they   may ,  bev 
brought  to  a  fpecdy  and  happy  conclufion.    How 
this  is  to  be  done,  is  not  fo  eafily  afcertained. 

Two  objetts*  I  humbly  apprehend,  his  Majefty's 
fervants  have  now  in  contemplation,  ift.  Tore-* 
lieve  the  colonies  from,  the  taxes  complained  .of, 
which  they  certainly  had  no  hand  in  impofing. 
2dly,  To  prefer ve  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Britifli  legiflature  over  all 
his  Majefty's  dominions. 

As  I  know  your  Angular  knowledge  of  the  fub- 
jedt  in  queftion,  and  am  as  fully  convinced  of  your 
cordial  attachment  to  his  Majefty,  and  your  fincere 
defire  to  promote  the  happinefs  equally  of  all  his 
fubjedts;  I  beg  you  would  inyour  own  clear,  brief, 
and  explicit  manner,  fend  me  an  anfwer  to  the 
following  que  ft  ions:  I  make  this  requeft  now,  be- 
caufe  this  matter  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and 
muft  very  quickly  be  agitated.     And  I  do  it  with 

•  {  Thefe  letters  have  often  been  copied  into  our  public  prints. 
— Mr.  Strahan,  the  correfpondent,  is  printer  to  the  King,  and  now 
reprefentative  in  parliament  for  Malmfbury  in  Wiltihire.  An  inti- 
macy of  long  (landing  had  fubfifted  between  him  and  Dr.  Franklin. 
E.] 

the 
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the  more  freedom,  as  you  know  me  and  my  mo- 
tives too  well  to  entertain  the  moft  remote  fufpi- 
cion  that  I  will  make  an  improper  ufe  of  any  in- 
formation you  fhall  hereby  convey  to  me. 

1  ft.  Will  not  a  repeal  of  all  the  duties  (that  on 
tea  excepted,  which  was  before  paid  here  on  ex- 
portation, and  ofcourfeno  new  impofition)  fully 
fatisfy  the  colonifts  *  ?     If  you  anfvyer  in  the  ne-- 
gative, 

2d.  Your  reafons  for  that  opinion  ? 

3d.  Do  you  think  the  only  effectual  way  of 
compofing  the  prefent  differences,  is  to  put  the 
Americans  precifely  in  the  fituation  they  were  in 
before  the  paffing  of  the  late  Stamp- A£t  ? — If  that 
is  your  opinion, 

4th.  Your  reafons  for  that  opinion  ? 

5th.  If  this  laft  method  is  deemed  by  thele- 
giflature,  and  his  Majefty's  minifters,  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  their  duty,  as  guardians  of  the  juft 

•  [In  the  year  1767,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue 
in  America ;  glafs,  red-lead,  white-lead,  painters  colours,  paper, 
and  tea  (which  laft  article  was  fubjeel  to  various  ^Mri-impoiitions) 
became  charged  by  aft  of  parliament,  with  new  permanent  duties 
payable  in  the  American  ports.  Soon  after,  in  the  fame  feffions,  (the 
Eaft  India  Company  promifing  indemnification  for  the  experiment,) 
a  temporary  alteration  was  made  with  refpect  to  the  borne  cuftpms  or 
excife  upon  certain  teas  ;  in  the  hope  that  a  deduction  in  the  nominal 
Impofition,  by  producing  a  more  extended  confumption,  would  give 
an  increafed  fum  to  the  exchequer.  Mr.  Strahan,  comparing  only 
the  amounts  of  the  impofed  American  duty,  and  the  deducted  home- 
duty,  determines  that  the  Americans  had  fuffered  no  new  impofition. 
The  Americans,  it  feems,  thought  otherwife.  Had  we  eftablifhed 
this  precedent  for  a  revenue,  we  thought  we  had  every  thing  to  hope; 
yet  weaffed  furprife,  when  the  colonies  avoided  an  acquiefcence, 
which  by  parity  of  reafoning  gave  them  every  thing  to  fear.     E.] 

.  rights 
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rights  of  the  crown  and  of  their  fellow-fubje&S; 
can  you  fugged  any  other  way  of  terminating 
thefe  difputes  confident  with  the  ideas  of  juftice 
and  propriety  conceived  by  the  King's  fubje&s 
on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic  ? 

6th.  And  if  this  method  was  actually  followed, 
do  you  not  think  it  would  actually  encourage  the 
violent  and  factious  part  of  the  colonifts  to  aim  at 
flill  farther  conceffions  from  the  mother-country  I 

7  th.  If  they  are  relieved  in  part  only,  what  do 
you,  as  a  reafonable  and  difpaffionate  man,  and  an 
equal  friend  to  both  fides,  imagine  will  be  the 
probable  confequences  ? 

The  anfwers  to  thefe  queftions,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, will  include  all  the  information  I  want* 
and  I  beg  you  will  favour  me  with  them  as  foon 
as  may  be.  Every  well-wifher  to  the  peace  and 
profperity  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  every  friend 
to  our  truly-happy  conftitution,  muft  be  defirous 
of  feeing  even  the  moft  trivial  caufes  of  diffen- 
fion  among  our  fellow-fubjedts  removed.  Our 
domeftic  fquabbles,  in  my  mind,  are  nothing 
to  what  I  am  fpeaking  of.  This  you  know  much 
better  than  I  do,  and  therefore  I  need  add  no- 
thing farther  to  recommend  this  fubjedt  to  your 
ferious  confideration.  I  am,  with  the  moft  cor- 
dial efteem  and  attachment,  dear  Sir,  your  faith- 
ful and  affectionate  humble  Servant, 

W.  S. 

The 
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;  thtt    AN  S  W  E  %. 

t>cafSi*,      Craven  Stmt,  Nov.  zq,  ij6g+ 

BEING  juft  returned  to  town  from  a  little. 
cxcurfion,  I  find  yours  of  the  21ft,  containing  tf 
number  of  queries  that  would  require  a  pam- 
phlet to  anfwer  them  fully.  You,  however,  dfc- 
fire  only  brief  anfxrers,  Which  I  diaU  endeavour 
to  give. 

Previous  to  your  queries,,  you  tell  me,  that 
€  you  apprehend  his  majefty's  fervants  have  now 

*  in  contemplation,   ?ft.  'tti  relieve  the  colonifts 
••  fh)hx  the  taxes  complained'  of;  2.  to  prefcrvc 

*  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and  the  fupremacy 
'  of'-  the  Britifh  legiflature  over  all  his  majefty's 
€  dominions/  I  hope  your  information  is  good : 
and  that  wjiat  you  fuppofc  to  be  in  contemplation, 
will  be  carried  into  execution,  by  repealing  all 
the  laws  that  have  been  made  for  railing  a  revenue, 
in  America  by  authority  of  parliament  without 
the  confent  of  the  people  there.  The  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Britifh  legiflature  will  not  be  hurt 
by  fuch  an  ad:  of  jijftice  and  wifdom.  The  wifeft 
councils  are  liable  to  be.'mifled*  efpecially  in  mat- 
ters remote  from  their  infpedtion.  It.ifc  the  per- 
fiftinj*  in  an  error,  not  the  correcting  it,  that 
leflens  the  honour  of  any  manor  body  of  men. 
The  fupremacy  of  that  legiflature,  I  believe, 
will  be  beft  preferred,  by  making  a  vejy  fparing 

Rr  .  ule 


ufe  of  it ;  never  but  for  the  evident  good  of  the 
colonics  themfelves,  or  of  the  whole  Britifh  em- 
pire $  never  for  the  partial  advantage  of  Britain 
to  their  prejudice.  By  fuch  prudent  condudt,  I 
imagine  that  fupremacy  may  be  gradually  ftrenjrth- 
eirtd,  .  and!  in  • ' t taie  ftrHy  ^eftablifiied  ;*  t>b't  bttter- 
wifey  I  apprehend  it  will  hedifputed}  ^qd  loft 
in  the  dilute.  At  prefent  tfe  colonies  cqnfent 
and  fubmit  .to  it,  for  the,  x^yfalpty'tf  gqieraj. 
commerce'/^ 
w^s  riqp^^ 

mer  kings  governed  tneir*  colonies  as  they^Jtxa^ 
governed  their  dominions  in  France,  without,  the 
participation  of  Bntifli  parliaments.  ./The  .par-, 
ljamentpf  England  neyer  prefup^^.tpif^f/w^* 
tl^t  prerogative  till  the  tiipepf  'the  gr^at  rebe|]iOTf  „ 
when,  they  ufurped  the  govermne^.Qf  altkthe. 
King's  other  dominions,  Ireland,  ^cot^anfl,}  2fc.> 
The  colonies  that  held for  the  I^ng,.  tpey;.c;Qfl-> 
quered  by  force  of  arms,  ana  governed  after-  r 
wards  as  conquered  countries;  but  -New J^ng-^ 
land  having  not  oppofed  the  parliampnt,  jwas/conr - 
fidered  and  treated  as  a  fiflj^r-kingdpm  ux  amity 
with  England  (as  appears  by  the  Journal?,  jfrtarcl?* 
io,  1642.)  , 

1  ft.  'Will    not  a    repeal  of   all    the  duties 
4  (that  on  tea  excepted,  which  was  before  paid 

*  here  on  exportation,  and  of  cpurie  no  newjm- t 

*  pofition)  fully  fatisfy  the  colonifts  ?'    .   .     of,    ,• 
Anfwer,  I  think  not. 

2d.  €  Your  reafons  for  that  opinion  ?' 
A.  Becaufe  it  is  not  the  fum  paid  in  that  du- 
ty on  tea  that  is  complained  of  as  a  burden,  but 
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th$]rprwpi$\qi;<i£  ^hfiSia(Ri)eypr^fi^<;iitothct(jpm- 
:^^bfe ^ (^af  ^ fe%t  ;tfrQf§:  dutif &Kwb?e4ii(fcfoii  tfcfe 
jbetter  *(upporjt1to£ -  goyemtaehtUand  the^adxifihifc- 

trajtionofjuftice  i#  the/QQlpnie^.t^  »*Tfaist;thb<cki- 
.loaifts  t^iD^<iyn^?(Cpfla9y,  .iMijuflv  <at*l  * daimrer- 

jjpccajufe  jiij  ^ :^Aro^ni^j(ftw0- or-: three ilie^ 
ones  excepted^)  gpyerfti&eiu  aiid;  the  adrtiinif- 
tration    of  juftice  were,    and  always  hafl   been, 
well  fnpported  without  any  charge  "to  Britain : 
.unjujl,  ar  it  has  made /^cfx  colonies  liable  to. pay 
pi*$i  phajgq  jfor  otjber^  ^,  in  iwhichvthdy-Jiad^ 
^coppenja^,  jnjtereftr: dgtigeroui, ,  as  ifuch!  mode 
\of  raifingr^oney^r  thofe  purpofes  tended  it  o  red- 
der their  aflemblies  ufelefs  r,  for  ifla  revenue  could 
be  .raifed  ip  (he  colonies  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
government  by  aftof  parJUament,  without  grants 
From  f  the  people^  there*  r  governors*  wha  do  not 
generally  love  aflepabliesi  would  joevercall  them :  , 
they  would  be  laid   afidej    and'wheA  nothing 
fhould  depend  on  the  people's  good- will  to  go- 
vernment;  their  rights  would  be  trampled  on; 
they  ,woi\ld  be  treated; with  contempt.— -Another 
4  reafon  why.  J  think  they-  w^ijld ;  jtio* !  be  fatisfietf 
with  fuch  a  partial  repeal,  is,  that  theioagfree- 

*  [«  Men  mav  lofc  little  property  by  an  ad  which  takes  away 
'  all  their  freedom.  When  a  man  is  robbed  of  a  trifle  on  t|>e 
r  highway,  it  is  not  the  two-pence  loft  that  makes  the  capital  out- 
«  rage.'  «  Would  twenty  flullings  .have  ruined  Mr.;  Hampden's 
'  fortune  ?  No !  but  the  payment .  of  half  twenty  fliillings,  on  the 
«  principle  it  was  demanded,  wonld  have  made  him  a  flaye.* l  See 
M^  Burke's  fpeeches in  i774and  1775.  »E.)  '    A 

[t  Nova  Scotia,  Georgia,  theFloridas,  and  Canada.  E.] 
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ments  not  to  import  till  the  repeal  takes  place, 
include  the  whole ;  which  flieWs  that  they  object 
to  die  whole ;  and  thofe  agreements  will  continue 
binding  on  them,  if  the  whole  is  not  repealed. 

3d.  '  Do  you  think  the  only  effectual  way  of 
*  cbmpoflftg  the  prefent  differences,  is  to  put  the 
€  Americans  precifely  in  the  iituation  thfcy  toerem 
■  biefdre  the  paffing  of  the  late  ftamp^aaf' 

A.  I  think  fo. 

4th.  *  Your  reafons  for  that  opinion  ? ' 

A.  Othir  methods  have  beeh  tried.  ThejrWe 
Jbefen  rebiiked  in  angry  tetters.     Their  petitittiis 
Jiave  been  refufed  or  rejeded  by  parliament.  Thty 
hare  been  threatened  with  the  puniflimihts  !Bf 
treafon  by  refolves  of  both  hoiifes.    Their  afltei- 
blies  have  been  diflblved,  and  troops  have l  been 
fent  among  theto :  But  all  thefe  ways  have  only 
:exafperated  their  minds  and  widened  Ae  bfedch. 
Their  agreements  to  life  fto'ihdje  Bfitifti  rh4fttf- 
;ia<5tures  have  been  ftrengthehed ;  fcnd  tticfe  mea- 
sures, inftead  of  compafitag  differences,  ^rid  pro- 
t  mo  ting  a  good  cbrrefpmdence,  have  altWoft^Ai- 
liihtted^your  commerce  With  tlibfeHJouritKes,  Uttd 
Vgreatly  endanger  the 'national  pelade  arid  gfcntf&l 
welfare.  -  "  .  !  r 

5th.     €  If  this  laft  method  is  deemed  by  the 

4  legiflature  and  his i  Rfajefty's  Vmhifters'  to  bfe  re- 

€  pugnant  to  their  duty /as-rguardians  xyf  the?  toft 

*«  rights  of  the  crWlii  *i&  of  Aftir1  Mow^fub- 

*  jeds ; l  <&n  'yoi*  i^i^i?(i'any  iother  way  of  termi- 

*  nating  thefe  difputes;  conMent  v^h- the4dttis 
4  of  juftice  and  propriety  conceited  by  the  King's 
4  fubje&s  on  both  fides  the  Atlantic  ? ' 
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A.  I  do  not  fee  how  that  method  can  be  deemed 
'repugnant  to  the  rights  of  the  crown.     If  the 
Americans  are  put  into  their  former  fituation,  it 
muft  be  by  an  a&  of  parliament ;  in  the  palling  of 
which  by  the  King,  the  rights  of  the  crown  are 
exercifed,  not  infringed.     It  is  indifferent  to  the 
crown,  whether  the  aids  received  from  America 
*re  granted  by  parliament  here,  or  by  the  aflem- 
blies  there,  provided  the  quantum  be  the  fame ; 
and  it  is  my  opinion,  that  more  will  be  generally 
granted  there  voluntarily,  than  can  ever  be  ex- 
~a£ted  or  collected  from  thence  bv  authority  of 
i parliament.— As  to  the  rights  of  fellow -fubje&s 
j(I  fuppofe  you  mean  the  people  of  Britain)  I  can- 
not conceive  how  thofe  will  be  infringed  by  that 
method.     They  will  ftill  enjoy  the  right  of  grant- 
ing their  own  money,  andmayftill,  if  it  pleafes 
'them,  keep  up  their  claim  to  the  right  of  grant- 
litig  oiirs ;  ta  right  they  cans  never  exercife  properly, 
*Tor  want  of  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  us,  our  cir- 
•crutrtftances  and  abilities  (to  fay  nothing  of  the 
f little  likelihood  there  is  that  we  fhoiild  ever  fub- 
rteit  to  it)  therefore  a  right  that  can  be  of  no  good 
lufe  tothem;  and  we  (ball  continue  to  enjoy. ia 
'fadt  the  right  of  granting  our  money,  with,  the 

*  opinion  now  univerfally  prevailing  among  us,  that 
*wc  are  free  fubjedts  of  the  King,  and  that  feliow- 

'^irbjedts  of  one  part  of  his  dominions  are  not  fbve- 
k  reigns  over  fellow-fubjedts  in  any  other  part.— -If 
'the  fubje&s  on  the  different  fides  of  the  Atlantic 

*  kave  different  arid  oppofitc ideas  of  ^  jtrftice  and 

«  pro- 


€\  propriety, V    no,  one  .£.  method"  9^:,pq§ibly 

'^ ^bnfi/lent  wi^'bqth.":v  ^hc^^eft  y#-:l^,ip 

let  each* enjoy  their  own  opinions,  without ;d^ftur- 

bing-rthemy.  when  they  do  not  interfere  with  the 

cotamon.g^d.,,,  ,    <  •.  .  -  r  .       ;      , '<•<!  ,;•.,;«,;■ 

r  6th*  VjAnd.if  this  method  were  a£j^ljy,;al- 

4  lowed,   do  you; /iot  think!  it  wo^ld^enc^r^gp 

*.  tKe  violent  ajid  factious  ,part  of  the  cploniits 

€  to  aim  at  ftxll  fa/rtHer  conceffioftf  from  the  mo- 

€  tKer-country  ?* 

A .  I  do  not  thiak  it-wouJLA.  Thfre  may  he 
a  few  among  them  that  $£ferve  the  name  of  fac- 
etious and  violent,  as  there, are  ,^n. all  countries ; 
but  thefe  would  have  little  influence,  if  the  great 
majority  of  fober  reafonable  people  were  fatisfied. 
If  any  colony  fhould  happen  to  think  that  fome 
of  your  regulations  of  trade  are  inconvenient  to 
the  generalintereft  of  the  empire,  or  prejudicial 
to  them  without  being  beneficial  to  you  j  they 
will  ftate  thefe  matters  to  parliament  in  petitions 
as  heretofore;  but  will,  I  believe,  take  no  vio- 
lent ftcps  to  obtain  what  they  may  hope  for  in 
;  time  from  the  wifdom  of  government  here.  Jtknow 
of  nothing  elfe  they  can  have  in  view:  the.  notion 
that  prevails  here  of  their  being  defirous  to  fet  up 
a  kingdom  or  commonwealth  of  their  own,  is, 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  entirely  groundlefs. 
I  therefore  think,  that  on  a  total  repeal  of  all  du- 
ties, laid  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a 
revenue  on  the  people  of  America,  without  their 
confent,   the  prefent  uneafinefs  would  fubfidc; 

the 
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^^reewteiits  Hot  ib  import  l*buld  be  diffolved ; 
aM'the  commterce  flburMh  as  heretofore  ;— <and  I 
£ttt  cortfirmed ■  in  this  ifehtiriient  by  all  the  litters 
I  have  received  frdfa  America1,  and  by  the  opiniohs 
of -kll  the  feftflbfe::  j^pfe  ^W  have  lately  come 
frdim l  thehcei'  ^ctovM^ffib^ '  excepted.:    E  khowj 
ift&ecl,  thafe-the  ^bpler6f  "Bottbn  are  grtevoufly 
offertded by  <tl&  ^rffcrinfc^f  ttobps  sftnohglthemi 
-^tto*  thcy^think,- contrary  fo law;  and-  ate  very* 
rttfgry  with  tfeeJBoarti  of  Cbttiijaiflibaers wllo  have 
caltiinrftaWd  ^thettv  tb  gbvctnment  • -^-but   as  I; 
ib{J{>6fe  theVitfcdttwing^f  thdfe  fitobpsniay  bej 
a  d6ttte(Juence  of  recohcfliatihg  meafures  taking; 
place-;  arid  that  the  Comtoiffioh  ialfo  will  be  either l 
d^l^V^'^0^^'^^1'^  filled  vtfth  tnd^J 
t^^ratfeUrifdf'pfudent  fn&yif  ftill  deertiedWeftiF 
atid1  &ci#arV ;  *  I  do  *  not  ihibgintf  tfhefe  particular^ ' 
tfotaia  $re?fcnt  k  iietuta  of  th^hirrhoAy  to  ixiutfi/7 
tobewiftied**    o  w,;'!i.i 

<*  p'Tn*b$>6^  &ys 

Lord  glnfer£e)d*  'are  for  taking  vigorous,  as  th^y  call  them,  bar/ 
'  I  call  them,  violent  meafures  ;  not  lefs,  than  /*/  dffgwaiy ;  and  tp\ 
« lavfe  the  rax  canceled  by  the  troops  \W  haVe!  there.  f  Fir  my  pirt^ ' 
'  I  never  ftwafrowatd  child  mended  by  Whipping!  andftft^ldnot* 

*  have  the  mother  become  a  Hep-mother.'    Letter, .  No.  369.    . . , 

'*  Is  it  a  certaTn  maxim,'  pleads  Mr.  Burke,  '  that  the  Fewer  caufes 
4  of  diffatisfecHon  are  left  by  government,  the  more  tfrc  fobjec*  will* ' 
«  be  inclined  fo  refift,  and  rebel  I'] '  I  cdofift  Ijdoapt  fcfel  tfielqaft^ 
1  alarm  from  the  difepn tents  which- are  to  a^ife/rqm  putjjng;  people r 

*  kt  their  eafe.     Nor  'do  I  apprehend  the  deftru€Hori  of  this  empire  }, 
'  from  giving*  by  an  aft  of  fret  grace  and  indulgence,  t  to  two  mil* 
'  lions  of  my  fellow-citizens,  fome  fhare  of  thofe  rights,  upon  whkh. 

*  I  have  always  been  taught  to  value  jnyfelf.'    Speeches  in  1774 
am}  1775.     E.] 

,     i      :  : 

Au   :l  .  7th*. 
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do 


?th.  '  If  they  are  relieved  in  part  ooly,  whaft 
you,  as  a  re^fonable  and  difpaffion^te  jnftifc 
*  and  an  equal  friend  to  both  fides,  iipagiflfr 
'  will  be  the  probable  confluence  ?'  *  • 

A.  I  imagine,  that  repealing  the  offensive  fa?, 
ties  in  part  will  anfwer  no  end  to  this  country* 
the  commerce  will  retpain  obftru&ed,    ai>d  ttjfr; 
Americans  go  qq  with  their  fchemes  of  frag%», 
lity,   induftry,   and  manufactures,  to  their  qwo. 
great  advantage*     Ijlftw  much  that  may  tpnd  to 
the  prejudice  of  Britain,    I,  qannot  fay;    per- 
haps not  fo  much  as  fomp  apprehend,  fincc?  flip, 
may  in  time  find  new:  markets  *.    But  I  think, 
if  the  union  of  the  two  countries  continues  .to, 
fubfift,  it  wiU  not  Jnir£  the  geps^  infcreft*  fo* 
whatever  wealth  Britain  lofes  hy  th$f  failing  of 
its.  trade  with  the  colonies,  Amqric^  w#J  gWkk 
and  th$  crowjv  will  receive  eqp^^s  fiptftit%/ 
fubje&s  upon  the  whole,  if  not  gresttet* 

And  now  I  have  anfwercd  yQur^eftiQft?iae  to 
what  may  be,  in  my  opinion,  the  cohfeqoehow^ 
this  pr  that  fiippofed  meafure^l'Mfilli/gp.a  1^1 
tie  further,  and  tell  you  what  1  fear  is  more  like-  * 
ly  to  come  to  pafs  in  reality.  I  apprehend  tftsjt ' 
tljte  miniftry,  at  leaft  the  American  part  of  it>  * 
being  fully  perfumed; of  the  right  of  parliament  j  " 
think  it  ougfyt  to be  ^nfojeed,;  whatever  may  fye  \ 
the  confequenqee $  and  at  the  fame*  time  dp  not * 
believe,  there  is  even  now  any  abatement  of  th£ 

*  [Need  I,  at  this  period  of  the  work  point  out  marks  of  our 
author's  candor  and  forefight  ?     £.] 

trade 
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trade  between  the  two  countries  on  account  of 
thefe  difputes ;  or  that  if  there  is,  it  is  fmall,  and 
cannot  long  continue.  They  are  allured  by  the 
crown-officers  in  America,  that  manufactures  are 
impoffible  there ;  that  the  difcontented  are  few, 
and  perfons  of  little  confequence ;  that  almoft  all 
the  people  of  property  and  importance  are  fatisfied, 
and  difpofed  to  fubmit  quietly  to  the  taxing  power 
of  parliament ;  and  that,  if  the  revenue-adts  are 
continued,  and  thofe  duties  "only  that  are  called 
anti-commercM  be  repealed,  and  others  perhaps 
laid  in  their  ftead  ;  power  ere.  long  will  be  patient- 
ly fubmitted  to,  and  the  agreements  not  to  import 
be  broken,  when  they  arc  found  to  produce  no 
change  of  meafures  here.  From  thefe  and  fimi- 
iar  misinformations,  which  feem  to  be  credited, 
I  think  it  likely  that  no  thorough  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances wiU  be  afforded  to  America  this  Seffion. 
This  may  inflame  matters  ftill  more  in  that  coun- 
try; farther  rafli  meafures  there,  may  create  more 
refentment  here;  that  may  produce  not  merely 
ill-advifed  diflbkitions  of  their  affemtiies,  as  laft 
year,  but  attempts  to  diflblve  their  confutation  *  3 
more  troops  may  b6  fent  over,  which  will  create 
more  uneafinefs ;  to  juftify  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment, your  writers  will  revile  the  Americans  in 
your  newfpapers,  as  they  have  already  begun  to 
do;  treating  them  as  mifcreants,  rogues,  daf- 
tards,  rebels,  Sec.  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the 
people  here  from  them,   and  which  will  tend 

#  [This  was  afterwards  attempted  by  the  Britifh  legiflature,  in 
the  cafe  of  the  Maflachufett's  Bay  province.     £.j 

S  s  farther 
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farther  to  diminifh  their  affe&ions  to  this  country, 
Poflibly  too,  fome  of  their  warm  patriots  may.  be 
diftra&ed  enough  to  expofe  themfelves  by  fome 
mad  a&ion  to  befent  for  hither;  and  government 
here  be  indifcreet  enough  to  hang  them;  on  the 
4adt  of  Henry  VIII  *f\  Mutual  provocations  will 
thus  go  on  to  complete  the  feparation ;  and  inftead 
of  that  cordial  affedion  that  once  and  fo  long  ex- 
ifled,  and  that  harmony  fo  fuitable  to  the  circutti*- 
fiances,  and  fo  neceflary  to  the  happinefs;,  ftrength* 
fafety,  and  welfare  pf  both  countries  *  an  impla- 
cable malice  and  mutual  hatred,  fuch  as  we  now 
fee  fubfifting  between  the  Spaniards  and  Portur 
guefe,  the  Genoefe  and  Corficans,  from  the  fame 
original  mifcandud:  in  the  fup^rior  governments, 
will  take  place  *  the  famenefs  of  nation,,  the  fimi- 
Jarity  of  religion,  manners,  and  language,  not 
in  the  lead  preventing  in  our  cafe,  more  than  it 
did  in  theirs. — I  hope,  however,  that  this  may 
all  prove  falfe  prophecy, ,  and  that  you  and  I  m^y 
live  to  fee  as  fincere  and  perfect  a  friendship  efta- 
blifhed  between  our  refpedtive  cpuntries,  as  has 
fo  many  years  fubfifted  between  Mr,  Strahan,  and 
his  truly  aflfe ftionate  old  friend, 

B.  Franklik, 

+  [The  ldrds  and  commons  very  prudently  concurred  in  an  ad- 
drefs  for  this  purpofe ;  and  the  king  gracioufly  affuwd  them  of 
Us  compliance  with  their  wifhes.    E.J . 
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Dantzick,   Sept.  5,   177.3-*. 

WE  have  long  wondered  here  at  the  fupinenefs 
of  the  Englifh  nation,  under  the  PruJJtan  im- 
pofitidns  upon  its  trade  entering  our  port.  We  did 
not,  till  lately,  know  the  claims,  ancient  and 
modern,  that  hang  over  that  nation ;  and  there- 
fore coiild  not  fulpedt  that  it  might  fubmit  to 
thofe  impofitions  from  a  ferife  of  duty,  or  from 
principles  of  equity.  The  following  edidfc,  juft 
made  public,  may,  if  ferious,  throw  fome  light 
upon  this  matter : 

*  Frederick,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of 
€  Pruffia,  &c.  &c.  &c.  to  all  prefent  and  to  come  Jt 

*  health.  The  peace  now  enjoyed  throughout  Our 
c  dominions,  having  afforded  us  leifure  to  apply 

*  Ourfelves  to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the 
€  improvement  of  Our  finances,  and  at  the  fame 

*  time  the  eafing  Our  dome/lie  fubjedts  in  their 
€  taxes  :  for  thefe  caufes,  and  other  good  confi- 
«  derations  Us  thereunto   moving,    We  hereby 

*  make  known, f  that,    after  having  deliberated 

*  thefe  affairs  in  Our  council,  prefent  Our  dear 

*  brothers,  and  other  great  officers  of  the  flate, 

•  [This  Intelligence  extraordinary,  J  believe,  firft  appeared  in  the 
Public  Advertifer.  I  have  reprinted  it  from  a  copy  which  I  found 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine.     £.] 

%  A  ttus  frefnu  eta  venir.     Original. 

S  s  2  g  members 
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4  members  of  the  fame;  We,  of  Our  certain 
4  knowledge,  full  power,  and  authority  royal, 
'  have  made  and  iflued  this  prefent  edi£t,  viz. 

4  Whereas  it  is  well  known  to  all  the  world, 
'  that  the  firft  German  fettlements  made  in  the 
4  ifland  of  Britain,  were  by  colonies  of  people, 
'  fubjedt  to  Our  renowned  ducal  anceftors,  and 
'  drawn  from  their  dominions,  under  the  conduct 

*  of  Hengift,  Horfa,  Hella,  UfFa,  Cerdicus,  Ida, 
€  and  others;  And  that  the  faid  colonies  have 
4  flouriflied  under  the  protection  of  Our  auguft 
4  houfe,  for  ages  paft ;  have  never  been  cman- 
«  cipated  therefrom ;  and  yet  have  hitherto  yielded 

*  little  profit  to  the  fame :  And  whereas  We  Our- 

*  felf  have  in  the  laft  war  fought  for  and  defended 
4  the  faid  colonies,  againft  the  power  of  France, 

*  and  thereby  enabled  them  to  make  conquefts 

*  from  the  faid  power  in  America ;  for  which  We 
4  have  not  yet  received  adequate  compensation  ; 

*  And  whereas  it  is  juft  and  expedient  that^a  re* 

*  venue  fliould  be  raifed  from  the  faid  colonies  ia 
4  Britain,  towards  Our  indemnification;  and  that 

*  thofe  who  are  defcendents  of  Our  ancieat  fub- 
4  je&s,  and  thence  ftill  owe  Us  due  obedience* 
4  fhould  contribute  to  the  replenifliing  of  Our 
4  royal  coffers ;'  (as  they  muft  have  done*  had  theis 

*  anceftors  remained  in  the  territories  now  to  Us. 
c  appertaining) ;— We  do  therefore  hereby  ordain 

*  and  command,  That,  from  and  after  the  date 

*  of  thefe  prefents,  there  fhall  be  levied,  and  paid 

*  to  Our  officers  of  the  cuftoms*  on  all  goods* 
4  wares,  and  merchandizes,  and  on  all  grain  and 

*  other 
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*  other  produce  of  the  earth,  exported  from  the 
'  faid  ifland  of  Britain,  and  on  all  goods  of  what- 

*  ever  kind  imported  into  the  fame ;  a  duty  of 

*  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  for  the 
'  ufe  of  Us  and  Our  fucceflbrs. — And  that  the 

*  faid  duty  may  more  cffedually  be  collected,  We 

*  do  hereby  ordain,  that  all  {hips  or  veflels  bound 

*  from  Great  Britain  to  any  other  part  of  the 

*  world,  or  from  any  other  part  of  the  world  to 
€  Great  Britain,  fhall  in  their  refpedtive  voyages 
€  touch  at  Our  port  of  Koningfberg,  there  to  be 

*  unladen,  fearched,  and  charged  with  the  faid 

*  duties. 

€  And  whereas  there  hath  been  from  time  to 
€  time  difcovered  in  the  faid  ifland  of  Great  Britain, 
'  by  our  colonifts  there,  many  mines  or  beds  of 

*  iron-ftone;  and  fundry  fubjedts  of  Our  ancient 

*  dominion,  fkilful  in  converting  the  faid  ftone 
«  into  metal,  have  in  time  paft  trafrfported  them- 

*  felves  thither,  carrying  with  them  and  commu- 

*  nicating  that  art  j  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
'ifland,  prcfuming  that  they  had  a  natural  right 

*  to  make  the  beft  ufe  they  could  of  the  natural 

*  productions  of  their  country,  for  their  own  be- 

*  nefit,  have  not  only  built  furnaces  for  fmelting 
'  the  faid  ftone  intd  iron,  but  have  ereCted  pla- 
*•"  ting-forges,  flitting-mills,  and  fteel-fu  maces,  for 
'  the  more  convenient  manufacturing  of  the  fame; 
'  thereby  endangering  a  diminution  of  the  faid 
*-  manufacture  in  Our  ancient  dominion  -, — We  do 

*  therefore  hereby  farther  ordain,  That,  from  and. 
€%  after  the  date  hereof,  no  mill  or  other  engine  for 

'  flitting 
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€  flitting  or  rolling  of  iron,  or  any  ,plating-forge  • 
c  to  work  with  a  tilt-hammer,  or  any  furnace  for  * 
c  making  fteel,  fhall   be  eredted  or  continued  in 
€  the  faid  ifland  of  Great  Britain  :  And  the  Lord 

*  Lieutenant  of  every  county  in  the  faid  ifland  is 

*  hereby  commanded,  on  information  of  any  fuch 

*  eredtion  within  his  county,  to  order,  and  by 

*  force  to  caufe  the  fame  to  he  abated  and  de- 

*  ftroyed ;  as  he  fhall  anfwer  the  negledt  thereof 

*  to  Us  at  his  peril. — But  we  are  neverthelefs  gra- 

*  cioufly  pleafed  to  permit  the  inhabitants  of  the 

*  faid  ifland  to  tranfport  their  iron  into  Pruffia, 

*  there  to  be  manufactured,  and  to  them  returned! 

*  they  paying  Our  Pruflian  fubjedts  for  the  work- 

*  manfhip,    with   all   the   cofts  of  commifiion, 

*  freight,  and  rifk,  coming  and  returning;  any 
€  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 

*  ftanding. 

*  We  do  not,  however,  think  fit  to  extend  this 

*  Our  indulgence  to   the  article  of  wool*    but 

*  meaning  to  encourage  not  only  the  manufadtur- 
€  ing  of  woollen  cloth,  but  alfo  the  raifing  of  wool, 
€  in  Our  ancient  dominions ;  and  to  prevent  both, 

*  as  much  as  may  be,  in  Our  faid  ifland, — We  do 
€  hereby  abfolutely  forbid  the  tranfportation  of 

*  wool  from  thence  even  to  the  mother-country* 
€  Pruflia  :— And  that  thofe  iflanders  may  be  far- 

*  ther  and  more  effectually  reftrained  in  making 

*  any  advantage  of  their  own  wool,  in  the  way  of 
'  "manufacture,  We  command  that  none  fhall  be. 
€  carried  out  of  one  county  into  another ;   nor 

*  fhall  any  worfted,  bay,  or  woollen-yarn,  cloth, 

'  fays, 
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*  fays,    bays,    kerfeys,    ferges,    frizes,    druggets, 

*  cloth-ferges,   (balloons,    or  any  other  drapery 

*  ftuffs,    or   woollen    manufactures    whatfoever, 

*  made  up  or  mixed  with  wool  in  any  of  the  laid 

*  counties,  be  carried  into  any  other  county,  or 
4  be  water-borne  even  acrofs  the  fmalleft  river  or 
€  creek ;  on  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  fame*  to- 

*  gether  with  the  boats,  carriages,  horfes,  &c. 
f  that  (hall  be  employed  in  removing  them. — - 
<  Neverthelefs;  Our  loving  fubje&s  there  are 
4  hereby  permitted  (if:  they  think  proper)  to  ufe 
€  all  their  wool  as  manure,  for  the  improvemertt 
«  of  their  lands, 

•  €-  And  whereas  the  art  and  myftery  of  making 
1*  bats  hath  arrived  at  great  perfedtion  in  Pruflia; 
>  and  the  making  of  hats  by  Our  remoter  fubjedts 
4  ought  to  be  as  much  as  poflible  reftrained  :  And 
.  '  forafmuch  as  the  iflanders -before  mentioned,  be- 
•*  ing  in  pofieflion  of  wool,  beaver,  and  other  furs, 
/  have  prefumptuoufly  conceived  they  had  a  right 
,€  to  make  fome  advantage  thereof,   by  manufac- 

*  turing  the  fame  into  hats,  to  the  prejudice  of 
4  Our  domeftic  manufacture : — We  do  therefore 
4  hereby  ftridtly  command  and  ordain,  that  no 
4  hat?  or  felts  whatfoever,  dyed  or  undyed,  fi- 
4  nifhed  or  unfinifhed,  fhall  be  loaden  or  put  into 
4  or  upon  any  veffel,    cart,  carriage,  or   horfe; 

*  to  be  tranfported  or  conveyed  out  of  one  county 
4  in  the  faid  ifland  into  another  county,  or  to  any 
'  other  place  whatfoever,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons 
4  whatfoever;  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  fame,  with 

*  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  fterling   for 

*  every 
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*  every  offence.     Nor  fhall  any  hat-maker,  in 

*  any  of  the  faid  counties,  employ  more  thgn  two 
€  apprentices,  on  penalty  of  five  pounds  sterling 

*  per  month:  We  intending  hereby  that  fuch 

*  hatmakers,  being  fo  reftrained,  both  in  the  pro- 
'  dudlion  and  fale  of  their  commodity,  may  find 

*  no  advantage  in  continuing  their  bufinefs.— 
4  But,  left  the  faid  iflanders  fhould  fuffer  incon* 
4  veniency  by  the  want  of  hats,  we  are  farther 
'  gracioufly  pleafed  to  permit  them  to  fend  their 

*  beaver  furs  to  Pruffia;    and  We   alfo   permit 

*  hats  made  thereof  to  be  exported  from  Pruffia 

*  to  Britain ;  the  people  thus  favoured  to  pay 
4  all  cofts  and  charges  of  manufacturing,  intereft, 

*  commiflion  to  Our  merchants,   infurance  and 

*  freight  going  and  returning ;  as  in  the  cafe  of 
4  iron. 

'  And  laftly,    being  willing  farther  to  favour 

*  our  faid  colonies  in  Britain,  We  do  hereby  al- 
'  fo  ordain  and  command,  that  all  the  thieves, 
€  highway  and  ftreet  robbers,  houfebreakers, 
€  forgerers,  murderers,  f — d — tes,  and  villains 
4  of  every  denomination,  who  have  forfeited 
€  their  lives  to  the  law  in  Pruffia;  but  whom 
€  We,  in  Our  great  clemency,  do  not  think  fit 

*  here  to  hang;  fhall  be  emptied  out  of  Our 
•€  gaols  into  the  faidifland  of  Great  Britain,  for 
■ J  the  better  peopling  of  that  country. 

*  We  flatter  ourfelves  that  thefe  Our  royal 
4  regulations  and  commands  will  be  thought 
'  juft  and  reafonable  by  Our  much  -  favoured 
4  colonifls  in  England;  the  faid  regulations  bc- 

4  ing 
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4  irig  copied  from  ilhefrftatutts "of  10  and  11 
'  Will.  III.  c.  io.j— 5  Geo.  Itvxwfitoi—^  Geo.  II* 
4  6.  29.-4  Geo.  I.  c.  3  9{*  ami  .from  dthcr  ecjuit. 
'  table  laws  ■  made  by  tbefe  padfeniewti ; :  ©*  -frdk 
«  inflra<ai©ri5s  grvjea  by  thribbtfattev'Iori  fforn 
*.  refoltittdttg  t)f  bmh  IroAfcs,  eAter*d  JriW-  ibf 
«  the  good  government  of  their  ww*  wkt&t'i* 
4  Ireland and  America*  i'  :  -'.;:•  :..*...':}  /v;i[ 
'  '  And  all  petfoas  in  tfcer.fi»ddfltnd  (ire-feferla 
^byicautidnod-ifibe-to  ieppofe  fcnofenyeiitfaiJdlH 
'  ■  »e*wJutioh  of  this  Onratftt, ?>©*<*%■  pan^e^A 
^  fuch  o^fitidfl  beings  htghutflia^Mtj:  o*  Wtffcih 
«  all  -who  #4  fc(p«<fted  jQiall^be  tttrri^orwd  4a 
'  fetters  from  Britain  to  Pruffia,  there  to  be  tried 
*  and  executed  according  to  the  Pruffian  law. 

Such  is  Our  pleafure. 


'  Given  at  Potfdam,  this  twenty-fifth  day 
•of  the  month  of  Auguft,  One  thoufand 
'  feven  hundred  and  feventy-three,  and  in 
*  the  thirty-third  year  of  Our  reign. 

'  By  the  King,  in  his  council. 

'  Rechtmjessig,  Sec' 


T  f  Somt 
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Some  take  this  edidt  to  be  merely  one  of  the 
King's  Jeux  d'EJprit :  others  fuppofe  it  ferious, 
and  that  he  means  a  quarrel  with  England :  but 
all  here  think  the  aflertion  it  concludes  with, 
*  that  thefe  regulations  are  copied  from  ads  of 
'  the  EngUJh  parliament  refpe&ing  their  colonies/ 
a  vefy  injurious  one ;  It  being  impoffible  to  be- 
lieve, that  a  people  diftinguifhed  for  their  love 
of  liberty;  a  nation  fo  wife,  fo  liberal  in  its 
fentimenta,  fo,  juft  and  equitable  towards  its 
neighbours ;  fhould,  from  mean  and  injudicious 
views  of  petty  immediate  profit,  treat  its  own 
children  in  a  manner  fo  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  I 


"v::r.ia'ii'j}!.i  * 
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Preface  ^^BritishEditor  [Dr.  Franklin] 
to  €  The  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  freeholders, 
€  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bo/ion, 
€  in  town -meeting   ajjembkd  according  to  law 

,t€  (publifad  by  order  of  the  town)*  &c*.9 

ALL  accounts  of  the  difcontent  fo  general  in 
our  colonies,  have  of  late  years  been  induftri- 
oufly  fmothered  and  concealed  here ;  it  feeming 
to  fuit  the  views  of  the  American  minifter  |  to 
have  it  underftood,  that  by  his  great  abilities,  all 
fadtion  was  fubdued,  all  oppofition  fuppreffed,  and 
the  whole  country  quieted.  That  the  true  ftate 
of  affairs  there  may  be  known,  and  the  true  caufes 
of  that  difcontent  well  underftood ;  the  following 

*  ['  Bofton  printed :  London  reprinted,  and  fold  by  J.  Wilkie, 

*  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard.     1773.'— I  have  given  the  reader  only 
the  preface. 

It  is  faid,  that  this  little  piece  very  much  irritated  the  minifby. 
It  was  their  determination,  that  the  Americans  mould  receive  teas 
only  from  Great  Britain.  And  accordingly  the  Raft  India  company 
fent  out  large  cargoes  under  their  protection.  The  colonifb  every 
where  refuted,  either  entrance,  or  elfe  permiffion  of  fale ;  except  at 
Bofton ;  where,  the  force  of  government  preventing  more  moderate 
meafures,  certain  perfons  in  difguife  threw  it  into  the  fea. 

The  preamble  of  the  ftamp  ad  produced  the  tea  ad ;  the  tea  ad 
produced  violence ;  violence,  ads  of  parliament;  ads  of  parliament, 
a  revolt.—'  A  little  negled,'  fays  poor  Richard,  •  may  breed  great 

*  mifchief :  for  want  of  a  nail  the  ihoe  was  loft  ;  for  want  of  a  fhoe 
'  the  horfe  was  loft ;  for  want  of  a  horfe  the  rider  was  loft ;  being 

*  overtaken  and  (lain  by  the  enemy;  all  for  want  of  a  little  care  about 
«  a  horfe-ihoe  nail.'    E.] 

X  [Lord  HiUborough. — This  nobleman,  already  firft  Lord  of  trade, 
was  introduced  in  1768  into* the  new-titled  office  of  Secretary  of  ftate 
for  the  colonies.    Thefe  pofts  have  fince  gone  together*     £.] 

T  t  2  piece 
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piece  (not  the  produdion  of  a  private  writer,  but 
the  unanimous  a&ofa  large  American  city)  lately 
printed  in  New  England;  is*repnbfiffieti  here." 
This  nation,  and  the  other  nations  6f  Eiirbpe, 
may  thereby  learn,  with*  more  certain  tyv  the 
grounds  of  a  diffenfion,  that  poffibljr  may ^  fooner 
or  later,  have  conftquences  mtereffehg ;  tfc  xhita 
all. 

The  colonies  had,  from  their  firft  fettlament, 
been  governed  with  more  eafe,  than  perhaps  can 
be  equalled  by  any  inilance  in  hiftory  of  domi- 
anions  fo  diftant.  Their  affection  and  refpeft 
fpr  this  country,  while  they  were  treated  with 
kindnefs,  produced  an  ahnoft  implicit  obedience 
to  the  inftrudtions  of  the  Prince,  and  even  to 
afts  of  the  British  parliament ;  though  the  right 
of  binding  them  by  a  kgiflature,  in  which  they 
were  unreprefented,  was  never  clearly  under- 
ftood.  That  refpedt  and  affedtion  produced  a  par-* 
tiality  in  favour  of  every  thing  that  was  Englifh  j 
Whence  their  preference  of  Englifh  modes  and 
manufactures ;  their  fubmiffion  to  reftraints  on 
the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  which  they 
had  but  little  defire  to  uie ;  and  the  monopoly 
we  fo  long  enjoyed  of  their  commerce,  to  the 
great  inriching  of  our  merchants  and  artificers.— 
The  miftaken  policy  of  the  (lamp  a&  firft  difturb- 
ed  this  happy  fituation ;  but  the  flame  thereby, 
raifed  was  foon  extinguished  by  its  repeal,  and 
the  old  harmony  reftored,  with  fell  its  concomi- 
tant advantage  to  our  commerce.  The  fubfequent 
adt  of  another  adminiftration,  which,  not  con- 
1  tent 
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tent  with  an  eftablifhed  exclufion  of  foreign  manu- 
factures,   began  to  make  our   own  merchandize 
dearer  to  the  confumtrt  there,  by  heavy  duties ; 
revived  it  again :  and  combinations  were  entered 
into   throughout  the  continent,  to  flop  trading; 
with  Britain  till  thofe  duties  fhould  be  repealed. 
All  were  accordingly  repealed  but  one—i-the  duty 
on  tea.     This  Wa*  referved  (profeffedly  fo)  as  a 
{banding  claim  and  exercife  of  the  right  aflumed 
by  parliament  of  laying  fuch  duties  *. — The  colo- 
nies, on  this  repeal,  retftufted  their  agreement, 
fo  far  as  related  to  all  other  goods,  except  that 
on  which  the  duty  was  retained.  This  was  trum- 
peted here  by  the  minifter  for  the  colonies  as  a  tri- 
umph j  There  it  was  confidered  only  as  a  decent  and 
equitable  meafure,  (hewing  a  wilKngnefs  to  meet 
the  mother-country  in  every  advance  towards  a 
reconciliation  •>   and  a  difpofition  to  a  good   un- 
derstanding fo  prevalent,  that  poffibly  they  might 
foon  have  rekxed  in  the  article  of  teaalfo.     But 
the  fyftemof  commifiioners  of  cuftoms,  officers 
without  end,  with  fleets  and  armies  for  colle&ing 
and  enforcing  thofe  duties,  being  continued ;  and 
thefe  adting  with  much  indifcretion  and  rafhnefs, 
(giving   great  and   unneceflary  trouble  and  ob- 

*  [Mr.  Burke  tells  as  (in  his  fpeech  ia  1774)  that  this  pream* 
bulary  tax  had  loft  us  at  once  the  benefit  of  the  weft  and  of  the/ 
eaft ;  had  thrown  open  folding-doors  to  contraband ;  and  would  be 
the  means  of  giving  the  profits  of  the  colony-trade  to  every  na- 
tion, but  ourfelves.     He  adds  in  the  fame  place,  '  It  is  indeed  a 

•  tax  of  fophiftry,  a  t&x  of  pedantry,  a  tax  of  difputation,  a  tax  of 

*  war  and  rebellion,  a  tax  for  any  thing  but   benefit  to  the  yn- 
4  pofcrs,  or  fatisfaftion  to  the  fubjeft.'    1.] 

ftru&ioa 
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flrudtion  to  bufinefs,  commencing  unjuft  and 
vexatious  fuits,  and  haraffing  commerce  in  all 
its  branches,  while,  that  the  miniftet  kept  the 
people  in  a  conftantflateof  irritation  by  inftruc- 
tions  which  appeared  to  have  no  other  end  thaa 
the  gratifying  his  private  refentments  *,)  occa- 
fioned  a  perfevering  adherence  to  their  resolution* 
in  that  particular  :  and  the  event  fhould  be  a  lef- 
fon  to  minifters,  not  to  rifque  through  pique, 
the  obftru&ing  any  one  branch  of  trade ;  fince 
the  courfe  and  connexion  of  general  bufinefs 
may  be  thereby  difturb?d  to  a  degree,  impoffible 
to  be  forefeen  or  imagined.  For  it  appears  that 
the  colonies,  finding  their  humble  petitions  to 
have  this  duty  repealed,  were  rejected  and  treated 
with  contempt ;  and  that  the  produce  of  the  duty* 
was  applied  to  the  rewarding,  with  undeferved  fa- 
laries  and  penfions,  every  one  of  their  enemies ; 
the  duty  itfelf  became  more  odious,  and  their 
refolution  to  (hare  it  more  vigorous  and  obffr- 
nate. — The  Dutch,  the  Danes,  and  French, 
took  this  opportunity  thus  offered  them  by  our 
imprudence;  and  began  to  fmuggle  their  teas 
into  the  plantations.  At  firft  this  was  fome- 
thing  difficult ;  but  at  length,  as  all  bufinefs  is 
improved  by  practice,  it  became  eafy.  A  coafl 
fifteen  thoufand  miles  in  length  could  not  in 
all  parts  be  guarded,  even  by  the  whole  navy  of 
England ;  efpecially  where  their  reflraining  au- 
thority was  by  all  the  inhabitants  deemed   un- 

•  Some  of  his  circular  letters  had  been  criticized,  and  expofed 
by  one  or  two  of  the  American  aflemblies.  * 

con- 
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conftitutional,  thefmuggling  of  courfe  confidered 
as  patriotifm.  The  needy  wretches  too,  who, 
with  fmall  falaries,  were  trufted  to  watch  the 
ports  day  and  night,  in  all  weathers,  found  it 
cafier  and  more  profitable,  not  only  to  wink, 
but  to  fleep  in  their  beds  j  the  merchants  pay 
being  more  generous  than  the  King's, — Other 
India  goods  alfo,  which,  by  themfelves,  would 
not  have  made  a  fmuggling  voyage  fufficiently 
profitable,  accompanied  tea  to  advantage;  and 
it  is  feared  the  cheap  French  fiiks,  formerly  re- 
jected as  not  to  the  tafte  of  the  colonies,  may 
have  found  their  way  with  the  wares  of  India ; 
and  now  eftablifhed  themfelves  in  the  popular 
ufe  and  opinion. 

Jt  is  luppofed  that  at  lead  a  million  of  Ame- 
ricans drink  tea  twice  a  day,  which,  at  the  firft 
coft  here,  can  fcarce  be  reckoned,  at  lefs  than 
half- a-gui nea  a  head  per  annum..  This  market, 
that  in  the  five  years  which  have  run  on  fince 
the  adt  paffed,  would  have  paid  2,500,000 
guineas  for  tea  alone,  into  the  coffers  of  the 
Company,  we  hate  wantonly  loft  to  foreigners.— 
Meanwhile  it  is  faid  the  duties  have  fo  diminrfh- 
ed,  that  the  whole  remittance  d>f  the  laft  year 
amounted  to  no  more  than  the  pitiful  Turn  of 
Sjfl-.*  for  Ithfc  expence  of  fome  hundred  thott- 
faAds,.  in  armed  fhips  and  foldi^rs,  to  fupport 

•  ['  Eighty-five  pounds  I  am  allured,    my  lords,  is  the  whole 
'  equivalent,    we  nave  received  for  all  the  hatred  and  mifchief, 
'  and  all  the  infinite  lofies  this  kingdom  has  differed  during  that 
4  year,    in  her  difputes  with  North  America/    See  the  Biihop  of. 
^tuAbipik  intended  fpeech.    JB.] 

the: 


328  Concerning  the  EffeSts  of,  &c.      "    ■  « '  ^ 
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the  officers.  Hence  the  tea,  and  other  India 
goods,  which  might  have  been  fold  in  Ame* 
rica,  remain  rotting  in  the  company's  ware* 
houfes  * ; .  while  thofe  of  foreign  ports  are  known 
to  be  cleared  by  the  American  demand.  Hence* 
in  fome  degree,  the  company's  inability  to  pay 
their  bills ;  the  finking  of  their  ftock,  by  which 
millions  of  property  have  been  annihilated ;  the 
lowering  of  their  dividend,  whereby  fo  many 
mull  be  diftrefled ;  the  lofs  to  government  of  th$ 
ftipulated  400,000 1;  ayear-j*,  which  muft  maloi 
a  proportionable  redudtion  in  our  favings  toward* 
the  difcharge  of  our  enormous  debt :  And  henofc 
in  part  the  ievere  blow  fufferedi%  credit  in  gc& 
neral  J,  to  the  ruin  of  many  families  5 :;  ther  ftaig* 
nation  of  bufmefs  in  Spitalfields  and  at;  Manches- 
ter, through  want  of  vent  for  their  goods  *-*-with 
other,  future  evils,  which,  as  they  cannot*  from 
the  numerous  and  fecret  connections  in  general 
commerce,  eafily  be  forefeen^  can  ilobrdly  btt 
avoided,  '.;.  ■       .!-.'•  ■"     .      ;.ii 

.  *  [At  this  time  they  contained  many  nUliansol' pptuid*oftt^ 
including  the  iifual  flock  on  hand.  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  ipeech jm 
1774,  fuppofes  that  America  might  have  givth  a  vent  ibrten  mil* 
Kins  of  pounds.  This  items  to  haw  be**  the  greater  part  of  ths 
Whole  quantity*    E,]    f:  .      .f.    (,    ,  .        ,f,.;       z 

+  [On  account,  of  %  temporary  ^qompromife  of  certain  <|i1jm\JM| 
with  government.    EJ  -•••■-.  .1.0 

t  [Seen  id  ?ccrtairi  memorable  mercantile  failiires  in  thte'fdJ 
1772.    E.} 
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Proceedings  and  Examination  tec. 

To  the  Cjlerk  of  the  Council  in  waiting  ** 
(  Copy.) 

S 1  R,  Whitehall,  Dec.  3,  1773^ 

THE  agent  for  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  of  Maffachufett's  Bay,  [Dr.  Franklin] 
having  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  an  addrefs  of 
that  houfe  to  the  King,  figned  by  their  fpeaker  j 
complaining  of  the  condudt  of  the  Governor  [Hut- 
thinfon]  £id  lieutenant  Governor  [Andrew  Oli- 
ver] of  that  province,  in  refpedt  to  certain  private 

•  [Governor  Hutchinfon,  Lieutenant  Governor  Andrew  Oliver,. 
Charles  Paxten,  Efq;  Nathaniel  Rogers,  Efq;  and  Mr.  G.  Roome, 
having  fent  from  Borftoa  certain  Teprefentations  and  informations  to- 
Th6mas  Whately,  fifqr  member  of  parliament,  private  Secretary  to 
Mr.  George  Gretwille  (the  father  of  the  itamp  act)  when  in  office,, 
and  afterwards  one  of  the  Lords  of  trade ;  thefe  letters  were,  by  a 
particular  channel,  conveyed  back  to  Bofton.  The  afTembly  of  the 
province  were  fo  much  exafperated,  that  they  returned  home  attefled 
copies  of  the  letters,  accompanied  with  a  petition  and  remonftrance,. 
for  the  removal  of  Xiwernor  Jfutcninfon,  and  LfeoteViaht  Governor 
Andrew  Oliver,  from  their  pofts.  The  council  of  the  province, 
likewise,  on  their  ffeut,  entered  into  thirteen  reftfvet,  in  tendency 
and  import  fimilar  to  die  petition  of  the  aflembly  \  five  of  which 
ifefotves  were  unanimous,  and  only  one  pf tiiem  had  fo  many  as  three 
eMentients.  In  cc4ftqft&ce  of  the  affcmHy's  petMcto*,  tfce  aboVe- 
-prodeedings  and  examination  tcfok  place.  , 

ftr.  Franklin  having  naturally  &  large  fhare  in  thefe  tranjaitionsy 
fcfeie  fell  larger  by  the  im£6litfc  aird  indecent  peYfccution  of  hfc 
diarader,  I  have  exhibited  the  wfcofemxtfc  ftk  fctagtlV,  thin  I  (homU 
•therwifc  have  thought  proper.    £.] 

U  u  letters 
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letters  written  by  them  to  their  correfpondent  in 
England ;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  removed 
from  their  pofts  in  that  government :  his  Lordfhip 
hath  prefented  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  Majefty ; 
and  his  Majefty  having  fignified  his  pleafure,  that 
the  .faid  addrefs  fhould  be  laid  before  his  Majefty 
in  his  privy  council,  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Dart- 
mouth to  tranfmit  the  fame  accordingly,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  agent's  letter  to  his  Lordfhip, 
accompanying  the  faid  addrefs. 

,  ■     .  .< 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant,   * 
(Signed)         J.  Pownall. 


5Tb  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
(Copy.) 

My  Lord,        London,  Aug.  21,  1773. 

I  Have  juft  received  from  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Maflachufett's  Bay,  their  addrefs 
to  the  King ;  which  I  now  inclofe,  and  fend  to 
your  Lordfhip;  with  my  humble  requeft  in  their 
behalf,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  prefent  it  to 
his  Majefty  the  firft  convenient  opportunity. 

3  I  have 
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I  have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  from  that  pro- 
vince by  my  late  letters,  that  a  fincere  difpofition 
prevails  in  the  people  there  to  be  on  good  terms 
with  the  mother- country ;  that  the  aflembly  h^ve* 
declared  their  defire  only  to  be  put  into  the  fitua- 
tion  they  were  in  before  the  ftamp-adt :  They  aim 
at  no  novelties.  And  it  is  faid  that  having  lately 
difcovered,  as  they  think,  the  authors  of  their 
grievances  to  be  fome  of  their  own  people;  their 
refentment  againft  Britain  is  thence  much  abated. 

This  good  difpofition  of  theirs  (will  your  Lord- 
fhip  permit  me  to  fay)  may  be  cultivated  by  a  fa- 
vourable anfwer  to  this  addrefe,  which  I  therefore 
hope  your  goodnefs  will  endeavour  to  obtain. 

With  the  greateft  refped:, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c. 

B.  Franklin, 
Agent  for  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.. 


THE     PETITION. 

Tlo  the  King' j  mojl  Excellent  Majejly. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign,   . 

WE  your  Majefty's  loyal  fubje&s,  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  your  ancient  colony  of  Maflachufett's 

U  u  2  Bay,> 
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Bay,  in  general  court  legally  affcmbled,  by  virtue 
of  your  Majedy's  writ  under  the  hand  qnd  feaj  of 
the  Governor ;  beg  leave  to  lay  this  o,ur  humbly 
petition  before  Majsfty. 

Nothing  but  the  fcnfe  pf  <Juty  we  pwe  Jp  o.m 
Sovereign,  and  the  obligation  we  are  uflder  to 
confult  the  peape  and  fafety  pf  the  prpvinpe^ 
could  induce  us  to  remonftrate  to  ypur  JV^aj.e^y 
[concerning]  tfcfc  m4-copiu<3:  of  perfoAS  Y&ff. 
have  heretofore  bad  the  ponfi&nce  m4  efteem  of 
this  people ;  apd  whofli  your  lj# afeQy  nas  been 
pleafc^  from  the  pweft  mo^ves  of  re^derifle 
your  fobj><3$  t^ppy,  to  a4wiqe  *o  the  ^gheft 
places  of  tfud  and  jwufeojrity  in  tfw  pjpvuice. 

Your  Majedy's  humble  petitioners,  with  the 
deeped  concern  and  ajixiety,  have  feen  the  dif- 
cords  and  animofities  which  have  too  long  fub- 
fifted  between  your-  fubje&s  of  the  parent-date 
and  thofe  of  the  American  colonies.  And  we 
have  trembled  with  apprehenfions,  that  the  con- 
f«qV£P.pe$  Aurally  afliing  t^crefrojp^  would  at 
length  prove  fatal  to  both  countries. 

Permit  us  humbly  to  fugged  to  your  Majefty, 
that  your  fubjedts  here  have  been  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  grievances  which  they  have  dif- 
fered, and  ftftl  continue  tq  fuflferi  fcave  been 
occafioned  by  your  Majefty's  miniders  and  prin- 
cipal ftrvants  being,  unfortunately  for  us,  mif* 
informed  in  certain  fadts  of  very  interesting  im- 
portance to  us.  it  is  for  this  reafon  (hat  former 
affem^lies  h^*  ftp,**  &P*  *9  {ftp*  px?p^  a 

%m  §m  <*£  m  \o  \$  i*$  uefwe  y9Hy  mm  4 

-  but 
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but  their  humble  remonftrances  and  petitions,  it  is 
prefumed,  have  by  fome  means  been  prevented 
from  reaching  your  royal  hand. 

Your  Majefty 's  petitioners  have  very  lately  had 
before  them  certain  papers  >  from  which  they  hum- 
bly conceiye,  it  is  moft  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
there  has  been  long  a  cpnfpiracy  of  evil  men,  ia 
this  province ;  w[hp  haye  contemplated  meafiirqs} 
and  formed  a  plan  to  advance  thepi&lves  to  power, 
an4  r^i^  their  own  fortunes';  by  means  deftru&ive 
of  the  charter  of  tlie  province,  at  the  expepce  qf 
the  qujet  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  anflihiwling  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  American,  cplpnies. 

A-nd'  we  do  with  all  due  fubpoi^ipn  to  youf  M^r 
jeilty  beg  leave  particularly  to  complain  of  tbp.CQjfc* 
du<9t  of  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  IJic^ 
Governor,  and  the  ^pnpurable  Andrew  OJiye^ 
Uffjplfc*  Lieutenant  Governor  9f  t&g  pur  fldk^. 
jefjtyXprQyiose*  as  i^ftvipg  a»  if^tpral  ancj:  effip^c|p|ja 
tg^fcn^  affeaiqns  oft 

your  Majefty,  our  rightful  Sovereign,  fixw  thi$ 
your  loyal  province ;  to  deftroy  that  harmony  and 
gopc(-wiA  tetweefc  Qr^^t^ffl, apfj, tfii?  colony, 
which  every  honeft  fubje^  fhpiUcJ)  ftpive  to  eftab- 
lifhj  to  excite  the  refentment  of  the  Brit  iih  admini* 
ftration  againft  this  province;  to  defeat  the  endea- 
vours of  Our  agents  and  friends  to  ferve  us  by  a  fair 
reprefentation  of  our  ftate  of  fadts ;  to  prevent  our 
humble  and  repeated  petitions  from  reaching  the 
car  of  your  Majefty,  or  having  their  defired  effedt. 
And  finally,  that  the  faid  Thomas  Hutchinfon 
and  Andrew  Oliver  have  been  among  the  chief 

inftru* 
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inftruments  in  introducing  a  fleet  and  army  into 
this  province,  to  eftablifh  and  perpetuate  their 
plans ;  whereby  they  have  been  not  only  greatly 
inftrumental  [in]  difturbing  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  the  government,  and  caufing  unnatural 
and  hateful  difcords  and  animofities  between  the 
feveral  parts  of  yourMajefty's  extenfivedominions  * 
but  are  juftly  chargeable  with  all  that  corruption 
of  morals,  and  all  that  confufion,  mifery,  and' 
bloodfhed,  which  have  been  the  natural  effe&s 
of  porting  an  army  in  a  populous  town. 

Wherefore  we  moft  humbly  pray,  *  that  your 
Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  remove  from  their 
pofts  in  this  government  the  £kid  Thomas  Hut-, 
chinfon,  Efquire,  and  Andrew  Oliver,  Efquire  -, 
who  have,  by  their  above-mentioned  conduft^ 
and  other  wife,  rendered  themfelves  juftty  ob- 
noxious to  your  loving  fubjeds,  and  entirely  loftv 
their  confidence :  and  place  fuch  good  ihd  faith- 
ful men  in  their  ftead  as  your  Majefty.  ia  your 
wifdom  fliall  think  fit. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives, 

■  *  '  ■ 

Thomas  Cushing,  Speaker. 


1* 


[A:  D.T.]    the  Privy  Council  in  1773-4.         33^ 

To  the  Lords  ^Committee  of  his  Majejiys  Privy 
Council  for '  Plantation  Affairs. 

The  Petition  of  Israel  Mauduit, 

Humbly  Jloeweth  unto  your  Lord/hips f 

THAT  having  been  informed  that  an  addrefs, 
in  the  name  of  the  Houfe  6f  Reprefentatives  of  .his 
jMajefty's  colony  of  Maffachnfett's  Bay,  hag  beeh 
presented  to  his  Majefty  by  Benjamin  Franklin, 
JEfquire,  praying  the  removal  of  his  Majefty 's 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor;  which  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Thurfday 
oiext ; .  your  Petitioner,  \on  the  behalf  of  the  *faid 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor,  humbly  prays, 
that  he  may  be  heard  by  counfcl  in  relation  td  the 
fame,  before  your  Lordfhips  fhall  make  any  report 
on  the  faid  addrefs. 

Clements  Lane,  T  %**„*„„ 

.*  >    .      ..      Israel  Maupuit. 

Jan. 10,  1775; 

The  Examination  of  Dr.  Franklin^/  the 
>     Council;Chamber,-^»,  ii,  1774*. 
Prefent,  Lord  Prefdent,    the  Secretaries  of 

•  [The  Editor  has  taken  this  examination  from  Mr.  Mauduit's 
copy  of  the  Letters  of  Governor  Hut  chin/on,  &c.  fecond  edition, 
1774,  P-  77'  **c  has  Mr.  Mauduit's  authority  for  fuppofing  it 
faithfully  reprefenced.    E.] 

State, 
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State,  and  many  other  Lords ;  Dr.  Franklin 
and  Mr.  Bollan*  Mr.  Mauduit  and  Mr. 
Wedderburn. 

[Dr.  FranklinV  Letter  and  the  Addrefs,  Mr. 
Pownall\r  Letter*  and  Mr.  Mauduit  x  Petition* 
were  read.] 

Mr.  Wedderburn.  The  addrefs  mentions  teiv 
tain  papers :  I  could  wifh  to  be  informed  what 
arethofe  papers. 

Dr.  Franklin.  They  are  the  letters  of  Mtv 
Hutchinfon  and  Mr.  Oliver. 

Court.     Have  ydu  brought  theta  ? 

Dr.  Franklin.  No*  but  hat  aft  attefted  W* 
pies. 

Court.  Do  yott  mean  to  fotmd  a  charge  upOfc 
them  ?  if  you  do,  ytou  tnuft  produce  the  letters 

Dr.  Franklin.  Thefe  copie*  are  attefted  fejr 
fcveral  Gentlemen  at  Bofton,  and  a  Notary 
Public. 

Mr.  Wedderburn.  hf y  Lords,  we  Aallnot  take 
advantage  of  any  imperfection  in  the  proof* 
We  admit  that  the  letters  are  Mr.  Hutchinfon's 
and  Mr.  Oliver's  hand  writing:  rtferving  1& 
ourfelves  the  right  of  inquiring  how  they  were 
obtained. 

Dr.  Frank/in.  I  did  not  expedfc  that  counfel 
would  have  been  employed  on  this  occafion. 

Court.  Had  you  not  notice  feht  you  of  Mr* 
Mauduit's  having  petitioned  to  be  heard  by  coun* 

let 
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fel  on   behalf  of  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Dr.  Franklin.  I  did  receive  fuch  notice  j  but 
I  thought  this  had  been  a  matter  of  politics,  not 
of  law,  and  have  not  brought  my  counfel. 

Court.  Where  a  charge  is  brought,  the  par- 
ties  have  a  right  to  be  heard  by  counfel  or  not, 
as  they  choofe. 

Mr.  Mauduit.  My  Lords,  I  am  not  a  native 
of  that  country,  as  thefe  Gentlemen  are.  I 
know  well  Dr.  Franklin's  abilities,  and  wifh  to 
put  the  defence  of  my  friends  more  upon  a  pa* 
rity  with  the  attack ;  he  will  not  therefore  won- 
der that  I  choofe  to  appear  before  your  Lordfliips 
with  the  affiftance  ot  counfel.  My  friends,  in 
their  letters  to  me,  have  defired  (if  any  proceed- 
ings, as  they  fay,  fhould  be  had  upon  this  addrefs) 
that  they  may  have  a  hearing  in  their  own  j  uni- 
fication, that  their  innocence  may  be  fully  cleared* 
and  their  honour  vindicated;  and  have  made 
provifion  accordingly.  I  do  not  think  myfelf 
at  liberty  therefore  to  give  up  the  affiftance  of  my 
counfel,  in  defending  them  againft  this  unjuft 
accufation. 

Court.  Dr.  Franklin  may  have  the  affiftance 
of  counfel,  or  go  on  without  it,  as  he  fhall 
choofe. 

Dr.  Franklin.     I  defire  to  have  counfel. 

Court.     What  time  do  you  want  ? 

Dr.  Franklin.     Three  Weeks. 

X  x  Ordered 
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Ordered  that  the  further   proceedings    be  on 
Saturday  29th  Inftant*. 

*  [The  privy  council  accordingly  met  on  the  29th  of  January, 
1774;  when  Mr.  Dunning  and  Mr.  John  Lee  appeared  as  coun- 
fel  for  the  aflembly,  and  Mr.  Wedderburne  as  counfel  for  the  Go- 
vernor and  Lieutenant  Governor,  Mr.  Wedderburne  was  very 
long  in  his  anfwer;  which  chiefly  related  to  the  mode  of  obtain- 
ing and  fending  away  Mr.  WhatelyY  letters;  and  fpoke  of 
Dr.  Franklin    in  terms    of  abufe,   which   never  efcape  from  one 

gentleman    towards    another. — In    the    event,  the  committee   of 
le  privy  cduncil  made  a  report,  in  which  was  exprefTed  the  fol- 
lowing opinion.     '  The  Lords  of  the  committee  do  agree  hum- 

•  bly  to  report,  as  their  opinion  to  your  Majefty,  that  the  peti- 
9  tioh  is  founded  upon  refolutions  formed  on  falfe  and  erroneous 
9  allegations ;  and  is  groundlefs,  vexatious,  and  fcandalous  ;  and 
'  calculated  only  for  the  Seditious  purpofes  of  keeping  up  a  fpi- 
'  rit  of  clamour  and  difcontent  in  the  faid  province.  And  the 
9  Lords  of  the  committee  do  further  humbly  report  to  your  Ma- 
9  jelly,  that  nothing  has  been  laid  before  them  which  does  or  can, 
«  in  their  opinion,  in  any  manner,  or  in  any  degree,  impeach  the 
9  honour,  integrity,  or  conduct  of  the  faid  Governor  or  Lieute- 
9  nan t  Governor;  and ?  their  Lordfhips  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
9  that  the  faid  petition  ought  to  be  difmified.' 

Feb.  7th,  1.774.     *  His  Majefty   taking    the   faid  report   into 

•  coniideration,  was  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council, 

•  to  approve  thereof;  and  to  order  that  the  faid  petition  of  the 
'  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the  province  of  Maflachufett's  Bay 

•  be  difmifled  the  board — as  groundlefs,  vexatious,  and    fcanda- 

•  lous ;  and  calculated  only  for  the  feditious  purpofe  of  keeping 
4  up  a  fpirit  of  clamour  and  difcontent  in  the  faid  province. '—A 
former  petition  againft  Governor  Bernard  met  with  a  difmiffion 
couched  in  fimilar  terms.    £.] 
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Account  of  Governor  Hutchinfon'j  Letters^  &c. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser  *. 


Sir, 

TflNDING  that  two  Gentlemen  have  been 
*?  unfortunately  engaged  in  a  duel  about  a 
tranfadtion-  and  its  circumftances,  of  which  both 
of  them  are  totally  ignorant  and  innocent;  I 
think  it  incumbent  upon  nje  to  declare  (for  the 
prevention  of  farther  mifchief,  as  far  as  fuch  a 
declaration  may  contribute  to  prevent  it)  that  I 
alone  am  the  perfon  who  obtained  and  tran£* 
mitted  to  Bofton  the  letters  in  queftion.  Mr, 
W.  could  not  communicate  them,  becaufe  they 
were  never  in  his  poffeflion ;  and  for  the  fame 
reafon,  they  could  not  be  taken  from  him  by 

•  [Some  letters  had  patted  in  die  public  prints  between  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Whately's  brother  and  Mr.  John  Temple,  concerning  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  letters  of  Governor  Hutchinfon,  &c.  had  efcaped 
from  among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Thomas  Whately,  at  this  time  de- 
ceafed. 

The  one  Gentleman  wifhed  to  avoid  the  charge  of  having  given 
them ;  the  other,  of  having  talcen  them.  At  length  the  difpute 
became  fb  perfonal  and  pointed,  that  Mr.  Temple  thought  it 
neceffary  to  call  the  brother  into  the  field.  The  letter  of  provo- 
cation appeared  in  the  morning,  and  the  parties  met  in  the  after- 
noon. Dr.  Franklin  was  not  then  in  town ;  it  was  after  fome  inter- 
val that  he  received  the  intelligence.  What  had  pafled  he  could  not 
farcfee ;  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  what  dill  might  follow.     £.] 

X  x  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  T. They  were  not  of  the  nature  of  pri- 
vate letters  between  friends  *.  They  were  writ- 
ten by  public  officers  to  perfons  in  public  fta- 
tions,  on  public  affairs,  and  intended  to  pro- 
cure public  meafures ;  they  were  therefore  hand- 
ed to  other. public  perfons  who  might  be  in- 
fluenced by  them  to  produce  thofe  meafures. 
Their  tendency  was  to  incenfe  the  mother- 
country  againft  her  colonies,  and,  by  the  fteps 
recommended,  to  widen  the  breach ;  which  they 
effected.— -The  chief  caution  expreffed  with  re- 
gard to  privacy,  was,  to  keep  their  contents 
from  the  colony  agents ;  who  the  writers  ap- 
prehended might  return  them,  or  copies  of 
them  to  America.  That  apprehenfion  was,  it 
feems,  well  founded  i  for  the  firft  agent  who 
laid  his  hands  on  them,  thought  it  his  duty  to 
tranfmit  them  to  his  conftituents  <f. 

Craven  Strut, 
the.  25,  1773. 

B.  Franklin, 

Jgen t  for  the  Heuf*  of  Reprtfintativts 
of  the  Maffacbufctfs  Bay, 

•  [Perhaps  it  is  proper  to  call  thefe  letters  ovly/icret  letters.  The 
fatta  and  advice  they  contained  had  the  moft  (tired  relation  to  the 
puttie;  and  the  only  part  of  the  letters  that  could  Jbiftly  he  faid  to 
dc  private,  was  the  family  hifiory  that  was  naturally  here  and  there 
interfperfed  on  the  fame  meet  of  paper,  from  family  connection  iiv 
the  writers.     £.] 

t  [It  was  in  confequence  of  this  letter  thatMr.Wedderbume  ven- 
tured to  make  themoft  odious  perfonal  applications.  Mr.  Maudiiit 
has  prudently  omitted  part  of  them,  in  his  account  of  the  proceed* 
ings  before  the  privy  council.  They  are  given  here  altogether  how- 
ever 
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(as  well  as  they  could  be  collected,}  to  mark  die  politics  of  the 
times,  and  the  nature  of  the  cenfures  patted  in  England  upon  Dr, 
Franklin's  character. 

*  The  letters  could  not  hare  come  to  Dr.  Franklin/  faid  Mr. 
Wedderburn,  4  by  fair  means.     The  writers  did  not  give  them  to 

*  him  -,  nor  yet  did  the*  deceafed  correfpondcnt,    who  from  Our  in* 

*  timacy  would  otherwife  have  told  me  of  it :  Nothing  then  will 
**'  acquit  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  charge  of  obtaining  them  by  fraudulent 

*  or  corrupt  means,  for  the  moil  malignant  of  purpofes ;  unleft  he 
4  ftole  them,  from  the  perfon  who  ftole  them.  This  argument  it 
■*  irrefragable.'— 

«  I  hope,  my  lords,  you  will  mark  [and  brand]  the  man,  for  the 

*  honour  of  this  country,  of  Europe,  and  of  mankind.  Private  cor- 
'  refpondence  has  hitherto  been  held  facred,  in  times  of  the  greateft ' 

*  party  rage,  not  only  in  politics  but  religion.' — *  He  has  forfeited 

*  all  the  refpect  of  focieties  and  of  men.  Into  what  companies  will 
4  he  hereafter  go  with  an  unembarrafTed '  face,  or  the  honeil  intre- 

*  pidity  of  virtue.  Men  will  watch  him  with  a  jealous  eye ;  they ' 
4  will  hide  their  papers  from  him,  and  lock  up  their  efcrutoires. 

*  He  will  henceforth  efteem  it  a  libel  to  be  called  a  man  of  letters  ; 
4  homo  triu  m  •  liter  arum  / 

*  But  he  not  only  took  away  the  letters  from  one  brother;  but 
4  kept  himfelf  concealed  till  he  nearly  occafioned  the  murder  of  the 
4  other.  It  is  impoffible  to  read  his  account,  exprelfive  of  the 
4  cooleft  and  moil  deliberate  malice,  without  horror.'  \JJere  bt 
read  the  letter  above ;  Dr.  Franklin  being  all  the  time  prefent.X— 
4  Amidft  thefe  tragical  events,  of  one  perfon  nearly  murdered, 
4  of  another  anfwerable  for  the  iflue,  of  a  worthy  governor  hurt  in 
4  his  deareft  interefts,  the  fate  of  America  in  fufpenfe ;  here  is  a 
4  man,  who  with  the  utmoft  infallibility  of  remorfe,  (lands  up  and 
4  avows  himfelf  the  author  of  all.  I  can  compare  it  only  to  -Zanga 
4  in  Dr.  Young's  Revenge  f. 

44  Know  then  'twas— I: 

"  I  forged  the  letter,   I  difpofed  the  picture; 

44  I  hated,  I  defpifed,  and  I  deftroy." 

*  I  aflc,  my  Lords,  whether  the  revengeful  temper  attributed,  by 
4  poetic  fiction  only,  to  the  bloody  African ;  is  not  furpaffed  by  the 

*  coolnefs  and  apathy  of  the  wily  American  ? ' 

Thefe  pleadings  for  a  time  worked  great  effect :  The  lords  af- 
iented,  the  town  was  convinced,  Dr.  Franklin  was  difgraced  {,  and 
—  ...... 

♦  i.  e.  FUR  (or  thief).  f  Ad  Vth. 

X  He  was  difmiflcd  <rjm  his  place  in  the  poft-offioe. 

X  x  i  Mk 
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Mr.  Wedderburn  feemed  in  the  road  for  every  kind  of  advance* 
ment. — Unfortunately  for  Mr.  Wedderburn,  the  events  of  the  war 
did  not  correfpond  with  his  fyftems.  Unfortunately  too  for  hi* 
"  irrefragable  argument,"  Dr.  Franklin  afterwards  took  an  oath  in 
chancery  #,  that  at  the  time  that  he  tranfmitted  the  letters,  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  party  to  whom  they  had  been  addrefled ;  having 
himfelf  received  them  from  a  third  perfon,  and  for  the  exprefs  par- 
pofe  of  their  being  conveyed  to  America.  Unfortunately  alfo  ftr 
Mr.  Wedderborn's  "  worthy  governor,"  that  governor  himfelf,  J#- 
for$  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Franklin's  packet  m  Bouon,  fent  over  one  of 
Dr.  Franklin's  own  "private"  letters  to  England ;  expremng  fome 
little  coynefs  indeed  upon  the  occafion,  but  defiling  fecrecy,  left  he 
fhould  be  prevented  procuring  mort  ufeful  intelligence  from  the  fame 
fource  J.  Whether  Mr.  Wedderburn  in  his  fpeecn  intended  to  draw"' 
a  particular  cafe  and  portraiture,  for  the  purpofe  only  of  injuring 
Dr.  Franklin ;  or  meant  that  his  language  and  epithets  fhould  apply 
generally  to  all,  whether  friends  or  foes,  whofe  pra&ice  fhould  be 
found  fimiliar  to  it ;  is  a  matter  that  mull  be  left  to  be  adjufted 
between  governor  Hutchinibn  and  Mr.  Wedderburn. 

But  to  return  to  Dr.  Franklin.  It  was  not  fingular  perhaps  that 
as  a  man  of  honour,  he  fhould  furrender  his  name  to  public  fcrutiny 
an  order  to  prevent  mifchief  to  others,  and  yet  not  betray  his  coad- 
jutor (even  to  the  prefent  moment,)  to  relieve  his  own  fame  from  the 
fevereft  obloquy ;  but  perhaps  it  belonged  to  few  befides  Dr.  Franklin, 
to  poflefs  mildnefc  and  magnanimity  enough,  to  refrain  from  in- 
temperate expreffions  and  meafures,  againif  Mr.  Wedderburn  and 
his  fupporters,  after  all  that  had  palled.    £.] 


•  A  copy  ofthe  proceedings  in  chancejy  has  been  in  my  poffeifiott; 
but  being  at  prefent  miflaid,  I  fpeak  only  from  memory  here. 

(Seethe  Rmmtrancerfor  the  year  1776,  part  ad.  p.  61.  coK  ifL 
and  ad. 
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Rules  for  reducing  a  Great  Empire  to  a  fmall 
one ;  prefented  to  a  late  Mini/ler,  when   be . 
entered  upon  his  Adminijiration  *.. 

A  N  ancient  fage  valued  himfelf  upon  this,  that 
-***  though,  he  could  not  fiddle,  he  knew  how  to 
make  a  great  city  of  a  little  one.  The  fciencc 
that  I,  a  modern  Simpleton,  am  about  to  com- 
municate, is  the  very  reverfe. 

I  addrefs  myfelf  to  all  miniflrers  who  have  the 
management  of  ex tenfive  dominions,  which  from 
their  very  greatnefs  are  become  troublefome  to 
govern — becaufe  the  multiplicity  of  their  affairs 
leaves  no  time  for  fiddling. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  gentlemen,  you  are  to 
confider,  that  a  great  empire,  like  a  great  cake, 
is  mpft  eafily  diminifhed  at  the  edges.  Turn  your 
attention  therefore  firft  to  your  remoteji  provinces; 
that,  as  you  get  rid  of  them,  the  next  may  follow 
in  order. 

II.  That  the  poffibility  of  this  feparation  may. 
always  exift,  take  fpecial  care  the  provinces  are 

•  [Thefe  rules  firft  appeared  in  a  London  newfpaper  about  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1774,  and  have  feveraltimes  fince  been  in- 
troduced into  our  public  prints.— The  minifter  alluded  to  is  fuppoted* 
to  be  the  Earl  of  H h.  .  O 

*  The  caufes  and  motions  of  feditions  (fays  Lord  Bacon)  are,  in- 

•  novation  in  religion,  taxes,  alteration  of  laws  and  cuftoms;  break- 

#  ing  of  privileges,  general  oppreflion,  advancement  of .  unworthy 


E.] 
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:344  Rules  for  reducing  a  great 

never  incorporated  with  the  mother-country ;  that 
they  do  not  enjoy  the  fame  common  rights,  the 
fame  privileges  in  commerce ;  and  that  they  are 
governed  by  feverer  laws,  all  of  your  enabling, 
without  allowing  them  any  (hare  in  the  choice 
of  the  legiflators.  By  carefully  making  and  pre- 
ferring fuch  diftin&ions,  you  will  (to  keep  to  my 
fimile  of  the  cake)  aft  like  a  wife  gingerbread- 
baker  ;  who,  to  facilitate  a  divifion,  cuts  his 
dough  half  through  in  thofe  places,  where,  when 
baked,  he  would  have  it  broken  to  pieces. 

III.  Thofe  remote  provinces  have  perhaps 
been  acquired,  purchafed,  or  conquered,  at  the 
fole  expence  of  the  .fettlers  their  anceftors ; 
without  the  aid  of  the  mother-country.  If  this 
fhould  happen  to  increafe  her  ftrength,  by  their 
growing  numbers,  ready  to  join  in  her  wars;  her 
commerce,  by  their  growing  demand  for  her  ma- 
nufa&uries ;  or  her  naval  power,  by  greater  employ* 
ment  for  her  (hips  and  feamen, They  may  probably 
fuppofe  fome  merit  in  this,  and  that  it  entitles 
them  to  fome  favour ;  you  are  therefore  to  forget 
it  all9  orrefent  it  is  if  they  had  done  you  injury. 
f^If  they  happen  to  be  zealous  whigs,  friends  of 
liberty,  nurtured  in  revolution  principles  ;  re- 
inember  all  that  to  their  prejudice,  and  contrive 
to  punifti  it :  for  fych  principles,  after  a  revolur 
tipn  is  thoroughly  eftablifhed,  are  of  no  more 
ufe ;  they  are  even  odious  and  abominable. 

IV,  However  peaceably  your  colonies  have 
ftibmitted  to  ypur  govertrtnent,  (hewn  their  af-; 
fe&ion  to  your  intercfts,  .  aad  patiently    borne 

their 


[A:  D.T.J     Empire  to  a  fmaU  me.  345 

their  grievances  ;  you  are  to  fuppofe  them  always 
inclined  fo  revolt  %  and  treat  thfetn  accordingly. 
Quarter  troops  among  them,  Who  by  their  in- 
folencc  may  provoke  the  rifing  of  tiiobs,  and  by 
their  bullets  and  bayonets  fupptefs  them.~By 
this  means,  like  the  hulband  who  ufes  his  wife 
ill  from  fufpicion,  you  may  in  time  convert  your 
fufpicions  into  realities. 

V.  Remote  provinces  muft  hafoe  governors 
and  judges,  to  reprefent  the  royal  perfon,  aiicji 
execute  every  where  the  delegated  parts  bf  hft 
office  and  authority.  You  miniftdfs  know  thltt 
much  of  fhfe  ftrength  of  goVfettlhieht  depends 
on  the  opinion  of  the  people;  and  touch  bf  tMt 
opinion  on  the  choice  of  rutin  placed  imme- 
tfiatefy  over  thfem.  If  you  fend  them  wife  and 
good  men  for  governors,  who  ftudy  the  thtefeft 
of  the  colonics,  and  advance  their  profptrity^ 
they  will  think  their  king  wife  and  gftod,  and 
that  he  wifties  the  welfare  of  his  fuWe&s.  If 
you  fend  them  learned  and  upright  rtitn for  judges, 
they  will  think  him  a  loVer  of  juftlce.^Thia 
may  attach  your  provinces  more  to  his  govern-* 
ment.  You  are  therefore  to  be  careful  Who  vou 
recommend  for  thofe  offices. — If  yott  can  nfid 
prodigals  who  havfe  ruined  their  fortunes,  brokeft 
gamefters  or  ftock-jobbers ;  thefe  may  do  well 
as  Governors ;  for  they  will  probably  be  rapacious, 
and  provoke  the  people  by  their  extortions. 
Wrangling  pro&ors  and  pettyfogging  lawyers 
too  are  not  amifs ;  for  they  will  be  for  ever  dif- 
puting  and  quaifelling  wixh  their  little  parlia- 

Y  y  ments. 
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ments.  If  withal  they  fhould  be  ignordnt,  wrong- 
headed  and  infolent,  fo  much  the  better. — At- 
torneys clerks  and  Newgate  folicitors  will  do 
for  Chief- Juflices,  efpecially  if  they  hold  their 
places  during  your  pleafure : — And  all  will  con- 
tribute to  imprefs  thofe  ideas  of  your  govern- 
ment that  are  proper  for  a  people  you  would  wifh 
to  renounce  it, 

VI.  To  confirm  thefe  impreflions,  and  ftrik* 
them  deeper,  whenever  the  injured  come  to  the 
capital  with  complaints  of  mal-adminiftration, 
oppreffion,  orinjuflice;  punijh  fuch  fuitors  with 
long  delay,  enormous  expence,  and  a  final  judg- 
ment in  tavour  of  the  opprcflbr.  This  will  have 
an  admirable  effedt  every  way.  The  trouble 
of  future  complaints  will  be  prevented,  and  go- 
vernors and  judges  will  be  encouraged  to  farther 
afts  of  oppreffion  and  injuftice;  and  thence  the 
people  may  become  more  difafledted,  And  at 
length  defperate. 

Vllt  When  fuch  governors  have  crammed  their 
coders,  and  made  themfelves  fo  odious  to  the 
people  that  they  can  no  longer  remain  among 
them  with  fafety  to  their  pcrfons ;  recal  and  re- 
ward them  with  penfions.  You  may  make  them 
baronets  too,  if  that  refpedable  order  fhould  not 
think  fit  to  refent  it. .  AH  will  contribute  to  en- 
courage new  governors  in  the  fame  pradtice ;  and 
make  the  fupreme  government  deteftable. 

VIII.  If  when  you  are  engaged  in  war,  your 
colonies  fhould  vie  in  liberal  aids  of  men  and  mo- 
ney againft  the  common  enemy,  upon  your  fimple 

requisition, 
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requifition,  and  give  far  beyond  their  abilities,-— 
reflect  that  a  penny  taken  from  them  by  your 
power,  is  more  honourable  to  you  than  a  pound  • 
prefented  by  their  benevolence;  defpife  therefore 
their  voluntary  grants,  and  refolve  to  harafs  them 
with  novel  taxes. — They  will  probably  complain, 
to  your  parliament  that  they  are  taxed  by  a  body; 
in  which  they  have  no  reprefentative,  and  that 
this  is  contrary  to  common  right.  They  will 
petition  for  redrefs.  Let  the  parliament  flout  their 
claims,  rejedt  their  petitions,  refufe  even  to  fuffer 
the  reading  of  them,  and  treat  the  petitioners 
with  the  utmoft  contempt.-^-Nothing  can  have  a 
better  effect  in  producing  the  alienation  jpropofed  j 
for  though  many  can  forgive  injuries,  ripne  ever 
forgave  contempt. 

IX.  In  laying  thefe  taxes,  never  regard  the 
heavy  burthens  thofe  remote  people  already  un- 
dergo ;  in  defending  their  own  frontiers,  fupport- 
ing  their  own  provincial  government,  making 
new  roads,  building  bridges,  churches,  and  other 
public  edifices ;  which  in  old  countries  have  been 
done  to  your  hands,  by  your  anceftors ;  but  which 
occafion  conftant  calls  and  demands  on  the  purfes 
of  a  new  people.— Forget  the  reftraint  you  lay  on 
their  trade  for  your  own  benefit,  and  the  advan- 
tage a  monopoly  of  this  trade  gives  your  exalting 
merchants.  Think  nothing  of  the  wealth  thofe 
merchants  and  your  manufacturers  acquire  by  the 
colony  commerce ;  their  increafed  ability  thereby 
to  pay  taxes  at  home ;  their  accumulating  in  the 
price  of  their  commodities,  moft  of  thofe  taxes, 

Y  y  z  and 
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and  fo  levying  them  from  their  oonfuming  cus- 
tomers :  all  this,  and  the  employment  and  Sup- 
port of  thoufands  of  your  poor  by  the  colonifts, 
you.  are  entirely  to  forget.— But  remember  to 
make  your  arbitrary  tax  more  grievous  to  your 
provinces,  by  public  declarations  importing  that 
your  power  of  taxing  them  has  no  limits*  fo  that 
when  you  take  from  them  without  their  confent 
a  fhilling  in  the  pound,  you  have  a  clear  right  ta 
the  other  nineteen.  This  will  probably  weaken 
every  idea  of  fecurity  in  their  property,  and  con- 
vince them,  that  undqr  fuch  a  government  they 
have  nothing  they  caiv  call  their,  own*  which 
can  fcarce  foij,  of  producing  the  happieft.  confer 
quencesJ 

X.  Poflibly  indeed  fome  of  them  might  ftill 
Comfort  tbemfelves,  anfl  fay,  *■  Though  we  have 
4  no  property,  we;  have  yet  fomething  lefc  that  is 
4  valuable  y    we ;  ^yf:^w^i^jliQo>l  liberty  both 

*  of  ptrfotk  an4  of  confcfence*     TJhwKing*  thefet 

*  Lords*  ancLthdfe  Commons,  who  it  feems  arc 
4  too  remote  £rqn>  us  to  know  us  arid!  feel  foe 
••  us>  cannot  take  froqaus  our  habessr  corpus  rjght*. 
4  or  our  right  of  trial  by  a  jury  of;our  neighbours  : 
4  they  cannot  depriyc  us.  of  the  <ixsroife  of  our 
4  religion,  aj^r  our  ecclejfi^licft)  cpnitiUttioii,  and 
4  compel,  us  to  be  papifts,  if  they/  pk^fo  or  Ma- 
••  hometans/ — To  annihilate  tfcifr  comfort  begin 
by  laws  to,  perplex  their  commsrep  with  infinite 
regulations,  impoffible  to  be  remembered  and  ob- 
ierved:  ordain  feizurea  of  their  property  for  every 
failure;  takeaway  the  trial  of f  fu^h;  property, hy 

•      1  jury, 
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jury,  and  give  it  to  arbitrary  judges  of  your  own  ap- 
pointing, and  of  the  loweft  characters  in  the 
country,  wbofe  falaries  and  emoluments  are  to 
arife  out  of  the  duties  or  condemnations,  and 
wbofe  appointments  are  during  pleafure.— Then 
let  there*  be  ax  formal  declaration  of  both  houfes, 
that  oppofition  to  your  edids  is  treafon,  and 
that  perfons  fufpe&ed  of  treafon  in  the  provinces 
may,  according  to  feme  obfolete  law,  be  feized 
and  fent  to  the  metropolis  of  the  empire  for  trial ; 
and  pafs  an  ad:,  that  thofe  there  charged  with 
certain  other  offences,  flfall  be  fent  away  in 
chains  from  their  friends  and  country  to  be  tried 
in  the  fame  manner  for  felony.  Then  eredt  a 
new  court  of  inquifition  among  them,  accom- 
panied by  an  armed  force,  with  inftrinftions  to 
tranfpoft  all  fuch  fufpe&ed  perfons ;  to  be  rained 
by«  thcexpence,  if  they  bring  ever  evidences 
t»>  prove  their  innocence;  op  be  found  guilty  and 
hanged  if  they  cannot  afibrd  it.-^Andleft  the 
people  flfoulA  think  you- caniwt  poffiblygo,  any 
fertljer^  pa&  another  tolemndeclapa^ry  a€t,  <  that 
**  King,  hards,  and  Commons,  had,  have,  and 
'<  oferighft  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authori- 
€-  ty  >  to  make  ftatute*  of  fuifitient  force  and1  vali- 
^  di^y.  to  bii^di  th^un^refemed  provinces  w  aff 
*  cajhwbatfavtr/  Uhi*  Willi  kielbde  fpmtual 
with  temporal,  and  taken  together,  muft  op©~ 
rat^  wonderfully  to  your  purpofe;  by  convincing . 
them*  that  they,  are;  at.  preftnt  under  a  power 
fomf  thing  like  that  fpokeo  of  im  the  feripfurcs* 
Whkrhuammo^ .o^r)^.  tfatfpr-lxMttt8r  tmbdamttf 
'-  their. 
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their  fouls  to  all  eternity,    by  compelling  them, 
if  it  pleafes,  to  worfhip  the  devil. 

XL  To  make  your  taxes  more  odroys,  and 
more  likely  to  procure  refiftance  ;  fend  from  the 
capital  a  board  of  officers  to  fuperintend  the  col* 
ledtion,  compofed  of  the  mojl  indifcreetf  ill-bred, 
and  infolent  you  can  find.  Let  thefe  have  large 
falaries  out  of  the  extortdd  revenue,  and  live 
in  open  grating  luxury  upon  the  fweat  and  blood 
of  the  induftrious ;  whom  they  are  to  worry  con* 
tinually  with  groundlefs  and  expenfive  profecu- 
tions  before  the  above-mentioned  arbitrary  reve- 
nue-judges ;  all  at  the  coft  of  the  party  profecuted, 
though  acquitted,  becaufe  the  King  is  to  pay. 
no  cofts. — Let  thefe  men  by  your  order  be  ex- 
empted from  all  the  common  taxes  and  burthens 
of  the  province,  though  they  and  their  proper- 
ty are  protected  by  its  laws.— -If  any  revenue 
officers  are  fufpe&ed  of  the  leaft  tendernefs  for 
the  people,  difcard  them.  If  others  are  juftlyi 
complained  of,  protect  and  reward  them.  If 
any  of  the  under  officers  behave  fo  as  to  pro- 
yoke  the  people  to  drub  them,  promote  thole 
to  better  offices :  this  will  encourage  others  to 
procure  for  themfelves  fuch  profitable  drub- 
bings, by  multiplying  and  enlarging  fuch  pro-* 
vocations,  and  all  will  work  towards  the  end  you 
aim  at. 

XII.  Another  way  to  make  your  tax  odious, 
is  to  mifappfy  the  produce  of  it.  If  it  was  ori- 
ginally appropriated  for  the  defence  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  the  better  fupport  of  governmerit, 

and 
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and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  where  it  may  be 
neceflary;  then  apply  none  of  it  to  that  defence; 
but  beftdw  it  where  it  is  not  neceflary,  in  aug- 
menting falaries  or  penfions  to  every  governor  who 
has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  enmity  to  the 
people,  and  by  calumniating  them  to  their  fove- 
reign.  This  will  make  them  pay  it  more  unwil- 
lingly, and  be  more  apt  to  quarrel  with  thofe  that 
colledt  it  and  thofe  that  impofed  it ;  who  will 
quarrel  again  with  them  ;  and  all  fhall  contribute 
to  your  own  purpofe,  of  making  them  weary  of 
your  government. 

•  XIII.  If  the  people  of  any  province  have  been 
.accuftomed  to  fupport  their  own  governors  and 
judges  to  fatisfadtion,  you  are  to  apprehend  that 
fuch  governors  and  judges  may  be  thereby  influ- 
enced to  treat  the  people  kindly,  and  to  do  them 
juftice.  This  is  another  reafon  for  applying  part 
of  that  revenue  in  larger  falaries  to  fuch  governors 
and  judges,  given,  as  their  cpmmiflions  are,  dur- 
ing your  pleafure  only ;  forbidding  them  to  take 
any  falaries  from  their  provinces;  And  thus  the 
people  may  no  longer  hope  any  kindnefs  from  their 
Governors,  or  (in  crown  cafes)  any  juftice  from 
their  Judges, — And  as  the  money  thus  mifapplied 
in  one  province  is  extorted  from  all,  probably  all 
will  refent  the  mifappfication. 

XIV.  If  the  parliaments  of  your  provinces 
fhould  dare  to  claim  rights,  or  complain  of  your 
adminiftration ;  order  them  to  be  harafled  with  re- 
peated diffblutions. — If  the  fame  men  are  conti- 
nually returned  by  new  eleQions ;  adjourn  their 

meetings 
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meetings  to  fome  country  village,  where  they  dm- 
not  be  accommodated,  and  there  keep  them  duij* 
ing  pleafure;  for  this,  you  know,  is  your  prera* 
gative ;  and  an  excellent  one  it  is,  as  you  may 
manage  it  to  promote  difcon tents  among  the  peo- 
ple, diminifh  their  refpedt,  and  increate  their  di£* 
affe&ibn. 

XV.  Convert  the  brave  honeft  oflicfers  of  yoOt 
navy,  into  pimping  tide-waiters  and  colony  offir 
cers  of  the  cufioms.  Let  thofe  who  in  time  of  war 
fought  gallantly  in  defence  of  the  commerce  of 
their  countrymen,  in  peace  be  taught  to  prey  upon 
it.  Let  them  learn  to  be  corrupted  by  grtat  ^nd 
real  fmugglers;  But  (to  (hew  their  diligence)  fcow 
with  armed  boats  every  bay,  harbour,  river,  creek, 
cove,  or  nook  throughout  the  coaft  of  your  colo- 
nies ;  flop  and  detain  every  coafter,  every  wood- 
boat,  every  fifherman  ;  tumble  their  cargoes  and 
even  their  ballaft  infide  out,  and  upfide  downs 
And  if  a  pennyworth  of  pins  is  found  un-entered, 
let  the  whole  be  feized  and  confifcated.  Thug 
(hall  the  trade  of  your  colonifts  fufFer  more  from 
their  friends  in  time  of  peace,  than  it  did  from 
their  enemies  in  war. — Then  let  thefe  boats'  crews 
land  upon  every  farm  in  their  way,  rob  their 
orchards,  ileal  their  pigs  and  poultry,  and  infult 
the  inhabitants.  If  the  injured  and  exafperated 
farmers,  unable  to  procure  other  juftice,  fhould 
attack  the  aggreffors,  drub  them,  and  burn  their 
boats ;  you  are  to  call  this  high  treafon  and  rebel- 
lion* order  fleets  and  armies  into  their  country, 
and  threaten  to  carry  all  the  offenders  three  thou- 

fand 
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&rvd  miJ^s  to  be  hanged,  draw/i,  aijd  quartered. 
«-^0  !  this  will  work  adrnirably ! 

XVI.  If  ypu  are  told  pf  difc on  tents  iq  ypvr 
colonies,  never  believp  thaf  they  are  general,  pr 
that  yw  have  given  peca/ipn  for  them  \  there- 
fore do  pot  think  of  applying  any  rcinpdy*  pr 
of  changing  any  offensive  me»fure.^l&drefs 
no  grievance,  left  they  fhould  be  encouraged  to  de- 
mand the  redrefs  of  fopae  other  grievance.  Grant 
no  reqneftthat  isjgft  and  reafonahle,  left  they 
Should  make  another  that  is  pnrea£oi)ablp,«p--Take 
&U  your  informations  pf  the  ftate  pf  the  pplopi?s 
from  your  gpverpprs  and  officers  in  wRiity  w>th 
xhem. .  Encourage  and  regard  t&efc  leafipg- 
tnakers  $ .  f<jcre  *e  their  lying  ftccufatio^s,  lejfr  they 
•flapuJd  b.e  confuted ;  but  a<5  ypon  thpm  as  &e 
ideareft  evidence  j-— And  believe  nothing  yoij  hear 
from  the  friends  of  the  people.  Suppofe  a^l 
4heir  complaints  to  be  invented  and  promoted 
by  a  few  fa^ipus  demagogues,  whom  if  ypwcpydd 
<atcb  aodhang,  all  wonJd  fee  quipf.-7-Cfttf h  and 
Jbang  a  few  (Of  thena  accordingly ■$  and  the  blood 
tit  the  x&xfyri  &ali  work  miracles  in  favour  pf 
your  pyrpofe  *. 

*  [One  of  the  American  writers  affirms,  *  Thai  there  has  aot 

•  been  a  ungle  inftance  in  which  they  have  complained  without 
.  *.  being  rebuked ;  or  in  which  they  haye  been  complained  a%ai*fty 

*  without  lieing  ptinilhed;'— -A  fundamental  miftake  in  die  aunifter 
-ikcajkwod  *hj$.  >ftwy  h^^uaHnJJe^gnrianci  (the  p^ecant 
,  4C0nntty)  was  h«14  a  cpward  -V  ^  Jkpaye,  and  the  diigrdeijs  which 
'  tfpread  abroad  Jthere,  were  treated  as  the  rerait  of  the  too  grtat 
"fmty  of  Britain!  By  the  aid  of  (this:  fhort    and  benevolent  ruie, 

judgment  wa&ever  wiitfy  predetermined;  to  the  ihuttUg  gut  re- 
4reis  on  the  one  hand,  anq  in/orcing  every  rigour  of  piiniihment 
*a  the  other.  /E.I        *' 

%z  XVII. 
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XVII.  If  you  fee  rival  nations  rejoicing  at 
the  profpedt  of  your  difunion  with  your  pro- 
vinces, and  endeavouring  to  promote  it ;  if  they 
tranflate,  publifh  and  applaud  all  the  complaints 
of  you*  difcontented  colonifts,  at  the  fame  time 
privately  ftimulating  you  to  feverer  meafurcs; 
let  not  that  alarm  or  offend  you.  Why  fhould 
k  ?  fince  you  all  mean  the  fame  thing. 

•XVIII.  If  any  colony  fhould  at  their  own. 
eharge  ereil  a  fortrefs  to  fecure  their  port  againft. 
the  fleets  of  a  foreign  enemy,  get  your  gover- 
nor to  betray  that  fortreis  into  your  hands. 
Never  think  of  paying  what  it  coft  the  country* 
for  that  would  look,  at  leaft,  like  fome  regard 
forjuftice;  but  turn  it  into  a  citadel,  to  awe  the 
inhabitants  and  curb  their  commerce.  If  they 
fhould  have  lodged  in  fuch  fortreft  the  very  arms, 
they  bought  and  ufed  to  aid  you  in  your  con- 
quefts,.  feiae  them  all;  it  will  provoke  Kke  in- 
gratitude added  to  robbery.— One  admirable 
effed:  of  thefe  operations  will  be,  to*  difcourage 
every  otlier  colony  from  ere&ing  ^fiteh  defences* 
and  (6  their  and  your  enemies  irtiay!  more  eafily^ 
invade  them;  to  the  great  difgrace  of' ydtfr- go- 
vernment*, and  of  courfe  the  furtherance  of  your 
project. 

XIX.  Send  armies  in  to  their,  country  ,  under 
pretence  of  protecting;  the  inhabitants;  but,  in- 
Head  of  garrifoning  the  fpr|s  on  their  frontj&s 
with  thofe  troops,,  to  prevent  incurfions>  demo- 
lifti  thofe  forts ;  and*  order  the  troops  into  the 
heart  of  the  country,  that  the  iavages  may  be 
7>  v  Z  encou- 
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encouraged  -  tp  attack  the  frontiers**'  and  that 
the  troops  may  be  prote&ed  by"  the  inhabi- 
tants: this  will  feem  to  proceed  from  your 
ill-will  or  your  ignorance,  and  contribute  farther 
to  produce  and  flrengthen  an  opinion  among  them, 
that  you  are  no  longer'fit  to  govern  them  -Jr. ,  . 

XX.  Laftly,  invert:  the  general  of  your  army 
ifi  the  provinces,-  with  great  and  unconstitutional 
powers,  and  free  him  from  the  controul  of  e\ten 
your  own  civil  governors.  Let  him  have  troops 
now  J  under  his  command,  with  all  the  fortrefles 
in  his  pofleflion ;  and  who  knows  but  (like  fome 
provincial  generals  in  the  Roman  empire,  and 
encouraged  by  the  univerfal  difcontent  you  have 

#  [I  am  not  verfed  in  Indian  affairs,  but  I  find  that  in  April 
1773,  the  aifembled  chiefs  of  the  weftern  nations  told  one  of  our 
Indian  agents,  *  that  they  remembered  their  father,  the  King  of 
'  Great  Britain's  meflage,   delivered  to  them  laft  fall ;  of  demo- 

*  liming  Fort  Pittfburg  [on  the  Ohio]  and  removing  the  foldiers 
4  with  their  (harp-edged  weapons  out  of  the  country ; — this  gave 
«  them  great  pleafure,   as  it  was  a  ftrong  proof  of  his  paternal 

*  kindnefs  towards  them.'  (See  Confidtrations  on  the  Agreement 
with  Mr.  T.  WalpoU  for  Lands  upon  the  Ohio,  p.  9.)  This  is  ge- 
neral hiftory :  I  attempt  no  application  of  fads,  perfonally  invi- 
dious.    E.] 

f  [As  the  reader  maybe  inclined  to  divide  his  belief  between  the 
wifdom  of  miniflry,  and  the  candor  and  veracity  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
I  (hall  inform  him  that  two  contrary  objections  may  be  made  to  the 
truth  of  this  reprefentation.  The  firft  is,  that  the  conduit  of  Great 
Britain  is  made  too  abfurd  for  poffibility ;  and  the  fecond,  that  it  is 
not  made  abfurd  tnougb  for  fad.  If  we  confider  that  this  piece  does 
not  include  the  meafures  fubfequent  to  1773,  the  latter  difficulty 
is  eafily  fet  afide.  The  former,  I  can  only  folve  by  the  many  in- 
fiances  in  hiftory ?  where  the  infatuation  of  individuals  has  brought 
the  heavieft  calamities  upon  nations.     E.1 

I  [i.  e.  In  the  fituation  and  criiis  into  which  things  will  now  have 
been  brought.    E.] 

Zz2  produced) 
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produced)  he  may  take  it  into  his  head  to  fettrp 
for  bimfelf?  If  he  fhould,  and  you  have  care- 
fully pradtifed  thefe  few  excellent  rules  of  mine* 
take  my  word  for  it,  all  the  provinces  will  im- 
mediately join  him ; — and  you  will  that  day  (if 
you  have  not  done  it  fooner)  get  rid  of  the 
trouble  of  governing  them*  and  all  the  plagues, 
attending  their  commerce  and  connexion  fronfc 
thenceforth  and  for  ever*. 


urtOMSfeoB 
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Intended  Vindication  and  Offer  from  Congrefs  Up 
Parliament^  in  1775  *.. 

T?ORASMUCH  as  the  enemies  of  America  m 
■*  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  render  us- 
odious  to  the  nation,,  and  give  an  ill  impreflion  of 
us  in  the  minds  of  other  European  powers,  have 
repreiented  us  as  unjuft  and  ungrateful  in  the 

higheft  degree; Aflerting  on  every  occafion,. 

that  the  colonies  were  fettled  at  the  expence  of 
Britain  y — that  they  were  at  the  expence  of  the 
feme,  prote&ed  in  their  infancy  j— that  they  now 
ungratefully  and  unjuftly  refufe  to  contribute  ta 
their  own  protection,  and  the  common  defence 
of  the  nation;— that  they  aim  at  independence  $. 
that  they  intend  an  abolition  of  the  navigation 
ads  > — and  that  they  are  fraudulent  in  their  com- 
mercial dealings,  and  purpofe  to  cheat  their  cre- 
ditors in  Britain,  by  avoiding  the  payment  of  theur 
jjruft  debts : — 

[Arid]  as  by  frequent  repetition  thefe  groundlefo 
aflertions  and  malicious  calumnies  may,  if  not  con- 
tradi&ed  and  refuted,  obtain  farther  credit,  and 
be  injurious  throughout  Europe  to  the  reputation 
and  intereft  of  the  confederate  cofonies ;  it  feems 
proper  and  necefiary  to  examine  them  in  ooc  awn: 
juft  vindication.. 

•  The  following  paper  was  drawn  up  in  a  committee  of  CQUgqefs,, 
June  zc,  1775  ;  ^m  C"5CS  nor  appear  on  ^^r  minutes  ;  a  fevere  aft 
of  parliament  which  arrived,  about  that  time  having  determine* 
them  not  to  give  the  fum  propofed  in  it*— [It  was  firR  printed  in  the* 
Bubtic  Athmifir  for  July  it,  1777,  ffo.  13*346..  E.J         .  .  .,  " 

Withi 
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With  regard  to  the  firft,  that  the  colonies  were 
fettled  at  the  expence  of  Britain,  it  is  a  knoWn- 
fad,  that  none  of  the  twelve  united  colonies  were 
fettled,  or  even  difcovered,  at  the  expence  of 
England. — Henry  the  Vllth  indeed  granted  a 
commiffion  to  Sebaftian  Cabot,  a  Venetian,1  and 
his  ions ;  to  fail  into  the  weftern  feas  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  new  countries;  but  it  was  to  be  "  Juis 
"  eorum  propriis  fumptibus  et  expenfis*"  at  their 
tnvn  cofts  and  charges  *.  They  difcovered,  but 
ibon  flighted  and  negledted,  thefe  northern  terri- 
tories 1  which  were  after  more  than  a  hundred 
years  dereliction  purchafed  of  the  natives,  and  fet- 
tled at  the  charge  and  by  the'  labour  of  private 
men  and  bodies  of  men,  our  anceftors,  who  came 
over  hither  for  that  purpofe. — But  our  adverfaries 
have  never  been  able  to  produce  any  record,  that 
evfer  the  parliament  or  government  of  England 
Was  at  the  fmalleft  expence  on  thefe  accounts ; 
dh  the  contrary,  there  exifts  on  the  journals  of 
parliament  a  folemn  declaration  in  1642,  (only 
twenty-two  years  after  the  firft  fettlement  of  the 
Maffachufetts,  when,  if  fuch  expence  had  ever 
been  incurred,  fome  of  the  members  muft  have 
known  and  remembered  it,)  "  That  thefe  colonies 
u  had  been  planted  and  eftablifhed  without  any 
"  expence  to  tbejlate  %"~New-Tork  is  the  only 

colony 

'    *  See  the  Commiffion  in  the  Appendix  toPownall's  Adminiftra* 
tion  of  the  Colonies.    Edit.  177c. 

J  "Veneris,  10  March,  1042.  Whereas  the  plantations  in  New- 
"  England  have,  by  the  bleffing  of  the  Almighty,  had  good  and 
"  proiperoiwfucccfi,  nmtbnt  ay  public  charge  (9  tbitftatt',  and  are 

"  now 
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colony  in  the  founding  of  which  England  can  pre- 
tend to  have  been  at  any  expence  ;  and  that  was 
only  the  charge  of  a  fmall  armament  to  take  it 
from  the  Dutch,  who  planted  it.  But  to  retain 
this  colony  at  the  peace,  another  at  that  time  full 
as  valuable,  planted  by  private  countrymen  of 
ours,  was  given  up  by  the  crown  to  the  Dutch 
in  exchange,  viz.  Surinam,  now  a  wealthy  fugar- 
colony  in  Guiana,  and  which  but  for  that  ceffion 
might  ftill  have  remained  in  our  pofleffion. — Of 
late,  indeed,  Britain  has  been  atfome  expence  in 
planting  two  colonies*  Georgia  -f  and  Nova  Scotia; 

•but  thofe  are  not  in  our  confederacy  -,  and  the  ex- 
pence  {he  has  been  at  in  their  name,  has  chiefly 
been  in  grants  of  fums  uhneceffarily  large,  by 
way  of  falaries  to  officers  fent  from  England,  and 
in  jobs  to  friends,  whereby  dependants  might 
be  provided  for;  thofe  exceffive  grants  not  being 

J  requifite  to  the  welfare  and  good  government  of 
the  colonies;  Which  good  government  (as  expe- 
rience in  many  inftances  of  other  colonies  has 

♦taught  us)  may  be  much  more  frugal \yr  and  full 

'  as  effedttfally,  provided  for  and  fupported. 

With  regard  to  the  fecond  aflertion,  ^bat  theft 
colonies  were  protected  in  their  infant,  flatty  by 
"England;  it  is  a  notorious  faft  that  in  none  of  the 

•  many  wars  with  the  Indian  natives,  fuftained  by 

*''    •   :     -  ■     fi:    .  .  '.*.    .;'  .:    it    ;:   •;      r    .       .   ..:*>    ltl 

r  1  f*  paw  Jikely  to  prove  very  happy  for  the  propagation,  of  the  go(pel 
j,**  in.thufe  parts,  and  very  beneficial  and  commodious  to  this  King- 
'  4€  dom*  and  nation:  The  commons  now  aflembled  in  parliament* 
-  "  Sec.  &c.  be."*  [Sec  Governor  Hutehinibn's  Hiftory*  \  &1    - 

t  Georgia  hat  fincc  acceded,  July  1.775,  ••  ......  ;.. 

•  •  our 
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our  infant  fettlerncrtts  for  a  century  after  our  firft 
arrival,  were  ever  any  troops  or  forces  of  any  kiftd 
fent  from  England  to  aflift  us ;  nor  were  any  forts 
built  at  her  expsnce  to  fecure  our  fea-ports  fropd 
foreign  invaders  j  nor  any  {hips  of  war  fent  fp 
prote&  our  trade  till  many  years  after  our  iirfl: 
fettlement,  when  our  cQmmerce  became  an  object 
of  revenue,  or  of  advantage  to  Britifh  merchant; 
and  then  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  have  a  frj- 
gate  in  fome  of  our  ports,  during  peace,  to  gjwe 
weight  to  the  authority  of  cuftom-houfe  officers, 
who  were  to  reftrain  that  commerce  for  the  bens- 
fit  of  England.  Our  own  arms,  with  our  poverty, 
and  the  care  of  a  kind  providence,  were  all  t&s 
time  our  only  protection ;  while  we  were  negle<5fc- 
ed  by  the  Englifli  government;  which  either 
thought  us  not  worth  its  care,  or  having  no  good 
will  to  fome  of  us,  on  account .  of  our  different 
fentiments  in  religion  and  politics,  was  indifferent 
what  became  of  us. — On  the  other  hand,  tfre 
colonies  have  not  been  wa&tieg  to  do  what  tktfy 
could  in  every  war  for  annoying  the  enopaieapf 
Britain.  .They  formerly  aififtedher  m  the  tw- 
queft  of  Nova  Scotia.  In  the  war  before  laft  they 
took  Louifbourg,  and  put  it  into  her  hands.  Stye 
made  her  peace  with  that  ftrong  fortreft,  by  re- 
storing it  to  Prance,  greatly  tp  their  detrimeot.~— 
In  the  laft  war  it  is  true  Britain  fent  a  fleet  and 
army,  who  a<fted  with  an  equal  army  of  ours,  *in 
the  reduction  of  Canada ;  and  perhaps  thereby  djd 
mdre  for  us,  than  we  in  the  preceding  wars  had 
done  for  her  •—-Let  it  be  cemembered,  however, 
*ac>  that 
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:  jfte  rejc^bpd  the  plan  w,c  fp,n?\cd  in  the  cpjj- 
s  tfjfl&fej/  ;n  ^754,' f^f  our;o^dcftricpt 
m  uaiop  <ff  the  colonies  >  an  union  fne  was 
Dfls  o£  and  thejpfore  cbofe  iq  fend  Jber  ow^n 
ej;  otherwise  herald,  Jo  prqtecfc  us/  Was' hot 
ite&  And  frpfli  fqvM"  firft  fettlement  to  th^t 
2,  ;^er^Utanr  operations  in  our  favour  wsre 


on 


i^ifig  to  givejfujf weigfit  t 
ajid  as  we  are  0^7  JjfQ^t'pg.'  ftrohge/, 
opr  affiftdbce  to  her  becoroes  of  fP9fp  WpQr- 
;ef  (we  tojld  witkpli^ 

WHBityrrf  ^^^SSH1:  ^P^ftF*5:  W  ^rn^S 
favour  in  imd.^BHt  ry^en  ^Britain  ,y^I»es 

elf  as  affording  us  prpte&ion,  yvc  defyc~ii  fciy 

onfidered  that  we  have  followed  her  in'  d&Jffr 

s,    and  joined  with  her  at  our  owrif £xp?i}ce 

nil  aU;ihe  ^OMJht, fit ,to  ciu^el|^ih7^  ^.Jiia 

l?as*re(i^ 

0  £eep:  peace  with  (any  power  ^c^declf  red  tier 

uy ;  though  by  feparate  treaties  we  might  well 

e  done  it.     Under  fuch  circumftancefc,  yrb^a 

her  inilance  we,  made;fl^tipps  'pur  enprol^8# 

un  we  might  oUierwlle  )Hve   rpt^e^^Qpr 

ids  5    we  jTuhrgit  ,i t ^  to^ .l^[& ^ommpn  *  ieqfe  ^pf 

ikind, ,  wh^tter.lier ^fttejSipii  of  us  in,  thsfe 

s  was  not  awx  jujl  duel  and  to  be  claimed  "of 

[t,  inftead  of  being  .received  as  a  favour  f\  And 

sther,  when  all  the  parts \pf  an  empire  px^t 

nfelves  tp  the  utmoftintheir  common defence, 

in  annoying  the  commpaep§fnyi  Jtjisnbtks 

A  a  a  '  *  well 
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well  the  parts  that  protedt  the  whole,  as  the  whole 
that  protects  the  tarts?  The  prote&ion  then  has 
been  proportionally  mutual. — And  whenever  the 
time  fhali  come,  that  our  abilities  may  as  far  ex- 
ceed hers,  as  hers  have  exceeded  ours ;  we  hope 
we  fhall  be  reafonable  enough  to  reft  fatisfied  with 
her  proportionable  exertions,  and  not  think  we 
do  too  much  for  a  part  of  the  empire,  when  that 
part  does  as  much  asi  it  can  for  the  whole. 

The  charge  againft  us,  that  we  refufe  to  con- 
tribute to  our  own  proteSiion,  appears  from  the 
above  to  be  groundlefs :  But  we  farther  declare 
it  to  be  abfolutely  falfe ;  for  it  is  well  known  that 
we  ever  held  it  as  our  duty  to  grant  aids  to  the 
crown  upon  requifition,  towards  carrying  on  its 
wars ;  wnich  duty  we  have  cheerfully  complied 
with,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  abilities;  infomuch  that 
frequent. and  grateful  acknowledgments  thereof 
by  king  atid  parliament  appear  on  their  records*. 
But  as  fBritain  has  enjoyed .  a  mbft  gainful  mono- 
poly of  our  commerce  -,  the  fame,  with  our  main- 
taining the  dignity  of  the  king's  reprefentative  hi 
each  colony,  and  all  our  own  feparate  eftablifh- 
ments  of  government,  civil  arid  military j.  has; 
ever  hitherto  been  deemed  an  equivalent  foe  fuck 
aids  as  might  Qtherwife  be  expected  from  us  ia 
time  of  peace. — And  we  hereby  declare,  that  oa 

#  [Suppofed  to  allude  to  certain  paffages  in  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Comrrfons  on  the  4th  of  April,  1 748 ;  28th  January,  1^56; 
3d  February,  17^6;  h6th  and  19th  of  May,  1757;  lftof  June,  ifc~ 


a6th  and  30th  of  April/  1759 ;  z6th  and  31ft  of  March  and  2 8th,  of 
April,  1760 ;  9th  and  20th  January,  1761 ;  224  and  26th  January, 
17621  and  i4th.and  17th March,  1763.] 

a  recon- 
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a  reconciliation  with  Britain,  we  {hall  not  cv/y 
continue  to  grant  aids  in  time  of  war,  as  aforefaid  ^ 
but,  whenever  fhe  (hall  think  fit  to  abolifh  her 
monopoly,  and  give  us  the  fame  privileges  of 
trade  as  Scotland  received  at  the  union,  and  allow 
us  a  free  commerce  with  all  the  reft  of  the  world  ; 
we  fhall  willingly  agree  (and  we  doubt  not  it  will 
be  ratified  by  our  conftituenis)  to  give  and  pay 
into  the  fiqking  fund  [ioo,oool.]  ftcrling  per 
annum  for  the  term  of  one  hundred  years ;  which 
duly,  faithfully,  and  inviolably  applied  to  that 
purpofe,  is  demonftrably  more  than  fufficient  to 
extinguish  all  her  prefent  national  debt ;  fince  it 
will  in  that  time  amount,  at  legal  Britifh  intereft, 
to  more  than  [230,000,0001.]  J. 

But  if  Britain  does  not  think  fit  to  accept  this 
propofition,  we,  in  order  to  remove  her  ground- 
lefs  jealoufies,  that  we  aim  at  independence,  and 
an  abolition  of  the  navigation  a£i,  (which  hath  in 
truth  never  been  our  intention)  and  to  avoid  all 
future  difputes  about  the  right  of  makipg  that  and 
other  a&s  for  regulating  our  commerce ;  Do  here- 
by declare  ourfelves  ready  and  willing  to  enter 
into  a  Covenant  with  Britain;  that  (he  fhall  fully 
poflefs,  enjoy,  and  exercife  that  right,  for  an  hun- 
dred years  to  come ;  the  fame  being  bond  fide  ufed 
for  the  common  benefit;  And  in  cafe  of  fuch  agree- 
ment, that  every  affembly  be  advifed  by  us  to  con- 
firm it  folemnly  by  laws  of  their  own,  which  once 
made  cannot  be  repealed  without  the  afient  of  the 
crown, 

X  [See  J)t.  Price9/  Jjful  on  tbt  national  Ait.    £.] 

A  a  a  2  The 
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The  laft  charge,  that  we  are  dijhonejt  traders* 
and  aim  at  defrauding  our  creditors  in  Britain*  is 
fufficiently  and  authentically  refuted  by  the  fo- 
lemn  declarations  of  the  Britifh  merchants  to  par* 
liament,  (both  at  the  time  of  the  ftamp-ad,  and 
in  the  laft  feffion)  who  bore  ample  teftimony  td 
the  general  good  faith  and  fair  dealing  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  declared  their  confidence  in  our  in- 
tegrity ;  for  which  we  refer  to  their  petitions  oft 
the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.— And 
we  prefume  we  may  fafely  call  on  the  body  of  the 
Britifh  tradefmen,  who  have  had  experience  of 
both,  to  fay,  whether  they  have  not  received 
much  more  pundtual  payment  from  us  than  they 
generally  have  from  the  members  of  their  own  two 
houfes  of  parliament. 

On  the  whole  of  the  above  it  appears,  that  the 
charge  of  ingratitude  towards  the  mother  country* 
brought  with  fo  much  confidence  agaiftft  the  co- 
lonies, is  totally  without  foundation  1  ahd;1flrat 
there  is  much  more  reafon  for  retortitiglffiat  cHUee 
on  Britain,  who  not  only  never  contributes  any 
aid,  nor  affords,  by  an  exclufive  commerce,  any 
advantages  to  Saxony,  her  mother  country;  but 
no  longer  fince  than  in  the  laft  war,  withbutthc 
leaft  provocation,  fiibfidized  the TKitigWPiriiffia 
while  he  ravaged  that  mother  ' country  ?\rA  tar- 
ried fire  arid  fword'  ipto  its  capital,  the  fine  ^ity  t>£ 
JDre/den.  An  gxarftple we  nope' no  prtvbdttifett 
will  induce  us  ttfSitrmate,      ,  * 


L  Letter 
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Letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  a  friend  in  England* 
on  tbefubjeft  of  the  firft  campaign  made  by  tbc 
Briti/h  forces  in  America  *•> 


Philadelphia,  3d  Oflob.  1775:* 
Dear  Sir*  ."  - 

T  Am  to  fet  out  to-morrow  for  the  cajnp;£*  .anji 
■*-  having  but  juft  heard  of  this  opportunity* 
can  only  write  a  line 'to  fay  that  I  am  well  and 
hearty. — Tell  our  dear  good  friend  *  *  *r  wha 
fometimesf  has  his  doubts  anddefpondencies  about 
our  firmnefs*  that  America  is  determined  and 
unanimous ;  a  very  few  tories  and  placemen  ex- 
cepted, who  will  probably  foon  export  themfelves* 

•  [Tliis  letter  has  been  feveral  times  very  ihcorre&ly  printed  r 
It  is  here  given  from  a  genuine  copy.  The  parties  to  whom  it  is 
addrefledr  are  of  the  very  firft  order,  both  in  point  of  literary  merit' 
and  amiable  manners.     E.] 

J  [Dr.  Franklin,  Col.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Lyndv  were  at  this- 
time  appointed  by  Congrefs  (of  which  they  were  members)  to  con- 
fer on  certain  fubjedts  with  Gen.  Wafhington.  The  American  army 
was  then  employed  in  blocking  up  Gen.  Howe  in  Boflon;   and  I 

%  believe  it  was  during  this  vifit,  that  Gen.  Wafhington  communicated! 
tile  following  memorable  anecdote  to  Dr.  Franklin ;  *vJz.  *  that 
'  there  had  been  a  time,  when  this  army  had  been  (o  deftitute  o€ 
•-  military  ftoresr  as  not  to  have  powder  enough  in  all  its  magazines,. 
*  to  /urnifh  more  thanyfoi  rounds  per  man  for  their  fmall  arms/ 

Iwesiguns  were  out  of  the  queftiou;  they  were  fired  now  and  then,, 
only  to  fhew  that  they  had  them-  Yet  this  fecret  was  kept  with< 
fb  much  addrefs  and  good  countenance  from  both  armies,  that  Gen*. 
Wafhington,  was  enabled  effectually  to  continue  the  blockade.    £.  ] 

—Britain* 
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— Britain,  at  the  expence  of  three  millions,  has 
killed  150  Yankies  this  campaign,  which  is 
20,000 1.  a  head;  and  at  Bunker's  Hill  (he  gained 
a  mile  of  ground,  half  of  which  fhe  loft  again 
by  our  taking  poft  on  Ploughed  Hill.  During  the 
fame  time  60,000  children  have  been  born  in 
America.  From  thefe  data  his  mathematical  head 
will  eafily  calculate  the  time  and  expence  neceffary 
to  kill  us  all,  and  conquer  our  whole  territory. 
—My  fincere  refpedts  to  *****  *,  and  to  the 
club  of  honeft  whigs  at*********. 
Adieu.    1  am  ever 


Yours  moft  affe&ionately, 


B.F. 


Lett* 
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Letter  from  Lord  Howe  to  Dr.  Franklin  *. 

Eagle,  June  the  loth,  1776. 

T  Cannot,  my  worthy  friend,  permit  the  letters 
*■  and  parcels,  which  I  have  fent  (in  the  ftate  I 
received  them)  to  be  landed,  without  adding  a 
word  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  injurious  extremi- 
ties in  which  our  unhappy  diiputes  have  engaged 
us. 

You 

*  [In  the  year  1776  an  aft  of  parliament  parted  to  prohibit  and 
reflrain  on  the  one  hand,  the  trade  and  intercourfe  of  the  refractory 
colonies  refpeftively  during  the  revolt;  and  on  the  other  hand*  to 
enable  pcifons  appointed  by  the  crown  to  grunt  pardons  and  declare 
any  particular  diilrift  at  the  king's  peacey  &c.  Lord  Howe  (who 
had  been  previoufly  appointed  commander  of  the  fleet  in  North 
America)  was  on  May  3d  declared  joint  commijjioner  with  his  brother 
Gen.  Howe  for  the  latter  purpofes  of  the  aft.  He  failed  May.  12  j 
and  while  off  the  MafTachufetts  coafl  prepared  a  declaration  announc- 
ing; this  com  million,  and  accompanied  it  with  circular  Letters.  July 
4th,  independence  had  been  declared;  but  neverthelefs  congrefs 
(invited  by  various  attempts  made  to  procure  a  conference)  refolved 
to  fend  Mellieurs  Franklin,  J.  \dams,  and  E.  Rutledge  to  learn  the 
proportions  of  the  com  million  ers,  by  whom  authorized,  and  to> 
whom  addreffed.  The  commiffioners  having  no  power  to  treat  with* 
congrefs  in  'ts  public  capacity,  and  congrefs  not  being  impowered 
by  their  reprefentatives  to  refcind  the  aft  of  independence ;  the  con- 
ference was  broken  off—  It  remains  only  to  add,  that  on  Sept*. 
19,  the  commiffionew  declared  themfelves  ready  to  confer  with  any 
of  the  well-affected,  on  the  means  ofreiloring  peace  and  permanent 
anion  with  every  colony,  as  part  of  the  Britifh  empire ;  and  promifecL 
a  revijion  of  the  feveral  royal  inftru&ions  fiippofedto  lay  improper 
reflrain ts  on  colony -legiflaiion,.  and  alio  the  ting's  concurrence  in  a 
revifion  of  the  objectionable  afts.  of  parliament :  Which,  feemed  the 
ultimatum  of  the  commiffion. — Parliament  however,  by  a  fubfequent 
aft,,  (which  among  other  things  formally  renounced  taxation  in 
North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies)  authorized  five  commiffioners 

to* 


368  Letter,  frbm  Lord  Howe, 

You  will  learn  the  nature  of  my  miffion,  from 
the  official  difpatches  which  I  have  reqommeaded 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  fame  conveyance.     Re- 
taining all  the  earneftnefs  J  ever  exprefled,  to  fee 
our  differences  accdnimodated ;  I  fhall  conceive, 
if  I  meet  with   the  difpofition  in  the  colonies 
which  I  was  once  taught  to  etfpeft,  themoft  flat- 
tering hopes  of  ^proving  ferViceable  in  the  obje&s 
-of  the  King's  paternal  folicitude  5  by  promoting 
:the  eftablifhrnent  of  lafting  peace  and  union  with 
the  colonies.     But  if  the  deep-rooted  prejudices 
of  America,  and  the  neceflity  of  preventing  her 
trade  from  paffing  into  foreign  channels,  muft 
'keep  us  (till  a  divided  people;  I  fhall,  from  every 

J>rivate  as  well  as  public  motive,  moft  heartily 
ament,  that  this  is  hot  the  ttibment  wherein  thofe 
great  obje&s  of  my  ambition  are  to  be  attained; 

to  treat,  fettle  and  agree,  eren  with  congrefs ;  but  fubjeft  to  the 
farther  confirmation  of  parliament.  Lord  Carlifle,  and  Meffieors 
Johnfon  and  Eden,  with  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  land  and 

;  fea  forces,  were  the  commiffioners  appointed  by  the  crown  under 
this  adl ;  and  Dr.  Adam  Fergufon  was  made  fecretary  to  the  com- 
miffion. 

Mr.  Henry  Strachey  had  been  fecretary  to  Aefrft  commiffion, 

(  attended  with  the  following  lingular  circnmfbance,  as  ftated  in  the 
houfe  of  lords.  In  this  commiffion  for  reftoring  peace  to  America, 
'  (or  in  other  words  to  induce  America  at  once  to  put  a  confidence 

*  in  the  crown,  and  to  believe  that  the  -parliament  of  England  is  a 

*  fufficiently  powerful  and  honeft  barrier  for  them  to  troff  to;)  the 
,  *  fecretary  ( Mr.  Strachey  )  has  500  1.  granted  for  life  out  of  the 
"  4  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty,    filched  by  the  crown  from  the 

*  Weft  India  IJlands,  and  in  oppofition  to  a  folemn  addrefs  ofparlia- 
4  mint  defirihg  that  it  might  be  applied  to  the  original  purpofes  for 
'  which  it  was  granted  by  the  refpe&ive  affemblies  of  the  iflands.' 
—What  thefe  original  purpofes  of  the  grants  were,  I  meant  (fee 
p.  280)  very  briefly  to  have  ftated ;  but  have  not  been  able  to  po- 
cure  the  proper  documents  in  time.    E.] 

and 
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and  that  I  am  to  be  longer  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  aflure  you  perfonally  of  the  regard  with 
which  I  afrri 

Your  fincere  and  faithful 

humble  fervant, 

HOWE. 

P.  S.  t  was  difappolrtted  of  the  opportunity  t 
expe&ed  for  fending  this  letter,  at  the  time  it  was 
dated;  and  have  fever  fince  been 'prevented  by 
calms  and  contrary  winds,  from  getting  here,  to 
inform  Genefai  Howe  of  the  commiflion  wkfii 
which  I  have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  be  charged,  zndt 
of  his  being  joined  in  it. 

Of  of  Samfy  Hook,  ilofjuty. 

Superscribed,  Hows* 

To  Benjamin  FrankUtr$ r  EJfe  Philadelphia. 


£  6  &  jbri 
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Dr.  Franklins  Anfwer  to  Lord  Howe* 

Philadelphia,  July  30,   1776^ 
My  Lord, 

T  Received  fafe  the  letters  ypur  Lordfhip  fo  kindly 
■*  forwarded  to  me,  and  beg  you  to  accept  my 
thanks. 

The  official  difpatches  to  which  you  refer  me, 
contain  nothing  more  than  what  we  had  feen  in 
the  a<ft  of  parliament,  viz.  "  Offers  of  pardon 
438  upon  fubmiffion  $ "  which  I  was  forry  to  find  ? 
as  it  muft  give  your  Lordfhip  pain  to  be  feat  fa 
far  on  fo  hopelefs  a  bufinefs. 

Directing  pardons  to  be  offered  to  the  colonies* 
who  are  the  very  parties  injured;  expreffes  indeed 
that  opinion  of  our  ignorance^  bafenefs?.  and  in- 
fenfibility,  which  your  uninformed'  ancf  proud 
nation  has  .long  been  pleafed  to  entertain  of  ps  j^ 
but  it  can  have  no  other  eflfedfc  than  that  of  en- 

creafing  our  refentments. It  is  impoffible  we 

Ihould  think  of  fubmiffion  to  a  government,  that 
has  with  the  moft  wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty 
burnt  our  defencelefs  towns  in  the  midft  of  win- 
ter ;  excited  the  favages  to  maffacre  our  (peaceful) 
farmers ;  and  our  flaves  to  murder  their  mafters  * 
and  is  even  now  *  bringing  foreign  mercenaries  to 

*  .[About  this  time  the  Heffiana,  &c  had  juft  arrived  from  Europe* 
a;  Staten  Ifland  and  New  York.] 

deluge 
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deluge  our  fettlements  with  blood.  Thefe  atro- 
cious injuries  have  extinguished  every  fpark  of 
affedtion  for  that  parent  country  we  once  held  fo 
dear: — But  were  it  poflible  for  us  to  forget  and 
forgive  them,  it  is  not  poflible  for  you  (I  mean 
the  Britifli  nation)  to  forgive  the  people  you  have 
fo  heavily  injured ; — you  can  never  confide  again 
in  thofe  as  fellow  fubjedts,  and  permit  them  to 
enjoy  equal  freedom,  to  whom  you  know  you 
have  given  fuch  juft  caufes  of  lafting  enmity; 
anid  this  muft  impel  you,  were  we  again  under 
your  government,  to  endeavour  the  breaking  our 
ipirit  hy  the  fevereft  tyranny,  and  obftru&ing  by 
every  means  in  your  power  our  growing  ftrength 
and  profperitjv.  -  •  \     *  •  '   \  : 

.  But  your  Lordfhiff  mentions  "  the  King's  pa- 
fi  ternal.folicitude  for'  promoting  the  eftablifli- 
"  ment  of  lafting  peace  and  union  with  the  colo- 
"  nies."  If  by  peace  is  here  meant,  a  peace  to 
be  entered  into  by  diftindt  ftates,  npw  at  war; 
and  his  Majefty  has  given  yout  .Lordfliip  powei^ 
to»treat  with  us  of  fuch  a  peace;  Tmay  verititife 
to  fay,  though  without  authority,  that  I  think 
a  treaty  for  that  purpofe  not  quite  impracticable, 
before  we  enter  into  foreign  alliances.  But  I  am 
perfuaded  you  have  no  fuch  powers.— Your  na- 
tion, though  by  puniflhing  thofe  American  go- 
vernors who  have  fomented  the  difcord,  rebuild- 
ing our  burnt  towns,  and  repairing  as  far  as  pof- 
lible the  mifchiefs  done  us ;  fhe  might  recover  a 
great  (hare  of  our  regard ;  and  the  greateft  (hare 
of  our  growing  commerce,  with  aH  the'advan- 
B  b  b  2  tages 
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tages  of  that  additional  ftrength,  to  be  derived 
from  a  friendfhip  with  us ;  Yet  I  know  too  well 
her  abounding  pride  and  deficient  wifdom>  to  be- 
lieve lhe  will  ever  take  fuch  falutary  meafures* 
Her  fondnefs  for  conqueft  as  a  warlike  nation; 
her  luft  of  dominion  as  an  ambitious  one  ;  and 
her  third  for  a  gainful  monopoly  as  a  commercial 
one  (none  of  them  legitimate  caufes  of  war;) 
will  join  to  hide  from  her  eyes  every  view  of  her 
true  intereft;  and  continually  goad  .her  on  in 
thefe  ruinous  diftant  expeditions,  fo  deftru&ve 
both  of  lives  and  of  treafure,  that  they  muft  prove 
as  pernicious  to  her  in  the  end,  as  the  Croifades 
formerly  were  to  moft  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 

I  have  not  the  vanity*  my  Lord,  to  think  of 
intimidating,  by  thus  predi&ing  the  effefts  of  this 
war ;  for  I  know  it  will  in  England  have  the  fate 
of  all  my  former  predictions;  not  be  believed  till 
the  event  fhall  verify  it. 

Long  did  I  endeavour  J  with  unfeigned  and  un- 
wearied zeal,  to  preferve  from  breaking  that  fine 
and  noble  china.  v#fe—- th«  Britifh  empire;  for.  I 
knew  that  being  once  broken,  the  feparate  parti 
could  not  retain  even  their  Jbare  of  the  ftrength 
and  value  that  exifted  in  the.  whole;  and  that  a 
perfed:  rc-unkn,o£  thpfc  parts,  could  fcarcc  eveif 
be  hoped ;  for.  Yoijr  Lordibip  miy ;  poflibdy,  re* 
member  tlje  tears  of  joy  thfctvw«tmyxheekf  when* 
at  your  good  fitter's  in  London,  you.  once,  gave 
me  expectations  that  a  reconciliation  might  fdoa 

J  [Sec  tkc  nate.attbc  clofc.  of  ttyjettff t    E>>}       .      .  j 

take 
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take  place.— I  had  the  misfortune  to  find  thefe 
expectations  difappointed,  arid  to  be  treated  as 
the  caufe  of  the  mifchief  I  was  labouring  to  pre- 
vent. My  confolation  under  that  groundlefs  and 
malevolent  treatment  was,  that  I  retained  the 
friendship  of  many  wife  and  good  men  in  that 
country  $  and  among  the  reft,  fome  fhare  in  the  . 
regard  of  Lord  Howe. 

The  well  founded  efteem,  and  permit  me  to 
fay  affe&ion,  which  I  fhall  always  have  for  your 
JLordfhip ;  make  it  painful  to  me  to  fee  you  en- 
gaged in  conducting  a  war,  the  great  ground  of 
which,  (as  defcribed  in  your  letter ;)  is  u  the  ne* 
"  cefiity  of  preventing  the  American  trade  from 
"  paffing  into  foreign  channels/'  To  me  it  feems 
that  neither  the  obtaining  or  retaining  any  trade, 
how  valuable  foever,  is  an  object  for  which  men 
may  juftly  fpill  each  others  blood;  that  the  true 
and  fure  means  of  extending  and  fecuring  com- 
merce, are  the  gopdnefs  and  cheapnefs  of  com- 
modities; and  that  the  profits  of  no  trade  can 
ever  be  equai  to  the  expence  of  compelling  it; 
and  holding  it,  by  fleets  and  armies.  I  confider 
this  war  againft  us,  therefore,  as  both  unjuft  and 
unwife;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  cool  and  dif- 
pafiionate  pofterity  will  condemn  to.  infamy  thofe 
who  advifed  it;  and* that  even  fuecefs  will  not 
Avej  front  fome  degree  of  ditKoiiour,  thofe  who 
have  voluntarily  engaged  to ;  condu&  it. 

I  know  your  great  motive  in  coming  hither, 
was  the  hope  of  being  inftrumental  in  a  reconcw 
liation*  and.lc  believe;  when  y©&  -fihd-  that  to  be 

impoffible, 


« .  %(. 

impoflible,  on  any  terms  given  you. to  proppfe* 
you  will  then.relinquiih  fo  odious  a comm^nd^and 
return  to  a  more  honourable  private  ftation.  ^  t 
With  the  greatqft  and  moft  iincere  refpe<5t,  I 
have/ the  honour  to  be, ,. 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obedient, 

U:  •      -I- 

humble  fervant, 

B.  Franklin*. 


Dire&ed  to  the  Right  Hon. 
:    Lord  Vifcount  Howe. 


*  [ft  occurs  to  me  to  mention  that  Dr.  Franklin  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  inventor  of  a  little  emblematical  defegn  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  difputes ;  reprefenting  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  mould  the  former  perfiftin  refraining  the  tatter's 
trade,  deftroying  their  currency,  and  taxing  their  people  by  laws 
made  by  a  legislature  in  which  they  were  not  represented.— Great 
Britain  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  placed  upon  the  globe :  But  the 
colonies,  her  limbs,  being  fevered  from  her,  Ihe  was  feen  lifting 
her  eyes  and  mangled  (lumps  to  heaven';  her  fhield,  which  (he  was 
unable  to  wield,  lay  ufelefi  by  her  fide ;  her  lance  had  pierced  New 
England;  the  laurel  branch  was  fallen  from  the,  hand  of  Penfylva- 
aia;  the  Englifh  oak  had  loft  its  head,  and  flood  by  a  bare  trunk 
with  a  few  withered  branches ;  briars  and  thorns  were  on  the  ground 
beneath  it ;  our  (hips  had  brooms  at  their  topmaft-heads,  denoting 
their  being  upon  fale ;  and  Britannia  herfelf  was  feen  Aiding  off  the 
world,  no  longer  able  to  hold  its  balance ;  her  fragments  overrpread 
with  the  label  date  tftohm  ZW^&r^— Thisia  &04,  was  the  rable  of 

the 
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the  belly  and  the  members  reverfed.  But  I  tell  the  (lory  chiefly 
for  the  fake  of  the  moral,  which  has  the  air  of  having  been  fuggefted 
by  Dr.  Franklin  #  ;  and  is  as  follows. — •  The  political  moral  of 
'  this  picture  is  now  eafily  difcovered.     Hiftory  affords   us  many 

*  inilances  of  the  ruin  of  ftates,  by  the  profecution  of  meafures  ill 

*  fuited  to  the  temper  and  genius  of  its  people.     The  ordaining  of 

*  laws  in  favor  of  one  part  of  ihe  nation,  to  the  prejudice  and  op- 

*  predion  of  another ;  is  certainly  the  mod  erroneous  and  miflaken 
'  policy.  An  equal  difpenfation  of  protection,  rights,  privileges 
4  and  advantages,  is  what  every  part  is  intitled  to,  and  ought  to 
'  enjoy ;  it  being  a  matter  of  no  moment  to  the  ftate,  whether  a 

*  fubjeft  grows  rich  and  flourifhing  on  the  Thames  or  the  Ohio,  ia 

*  Edinburgh  or  Dublin.  Thefe  meafures  never  fail  to  create  great 
'  and  violent  jealoufies  and  animofities,  between  the  people  favored 

*  and  the  people  opprefTed.     From  whence  a  total  reparation  of 

*  aife&ions,  ihterefts,  political  obligations  and  all  manner  of  con- 

*  nedlions,  neceflarily  enfues ;  by  which  the  whole  ftate  is  weakened 

*  and  perhaps  ruined  for  ever.' 

This  language  is  part  of  the  fame  fyflem  with  the  following  frag- 
ment of  a  fentence,  which  Dr.  Franklin  infertedin  apolitical  pub- 
lication of  one  of  his  friends.  '  The  attempts  to  eftablifh  arbitrary 
4  power  over  fo  great  a  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  [are]  to  the  im- 
4  minent  hazard  of  our  moil  valuable  commerce,  and  of  that  na- 

*  tional  Itrength,  fecurity  and  felicity,  which  depend  on  union  and 

*  liberty?  —  The  preservation  of  which,  I  am  told,  he  ufed   to  fay, 

*  had  been  the  great  oojecl  and  labor  of  his  life  ;  the  whole  being 
4  fucha  thing  as  the  world  never  before  fcvw.*     E»] 


*  This  deiign  was  printed  on  a  card,  and  Dr.  Franklin  at  the 
time  I  believe  occafionally  ufed  to  write  his  notes  on  fuch  cards. 
It  wds  alfo  printed  on  a;  halfjheet  of  paper,  with  an  explanation  by 
fome  other  perfon,  and  the  moral  given  above.  The  drawing  was 
bqt  moderately  executed* 
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Compan/on  of  Great  Britain  and  America  as  to' 
Credit,  in  1777*. 


T  N  borrowing  money,  a  man's  credit  depends  on 
«*■  fomc  or  all  of  the  following  parrrcalars, 

Firft,  His  known  condtuft  reipe&rng  former 
loans,  and  his  punctuality  in  discharging  them. 

Secondly,  Iiis  induftry. 

Thijrcfly,  Hw  frugality. 

Fourthly,  The  amount  ami  the  certainty  of  his 
income,  and  the  freedom  of  his  eftate  from  th©> 
incumbrances  of  prior  debts. 

Fifthly,  His  well  founded  prolpe&s  of  greater 
future  ability,  by  the  improvement  of  his  eftate 
in  value,  and  by  aids  from  others. 

Sixthly,  His  known  prudence  in  managing  hi* 
general  affairs,  and  the  advantage  thfcy  will  pro*' 
baWy  receive  from  the  loan  which  He  defires. 

Seventhly,  His  known  probity  and  honeflrcha- 
rader,  manifefted  by  his  voluntary  difcharge  of 
his  debts,  which,  he  could  not  Have  been  lfegplljp 
compelled  to  pay.— The    circumftances    which* 

five  credit  to  an  individual  ought  to,   and  will1 
ave,  their  weight  upon  the  lenders  of  money  to, 
public  bodies  or  nations.— -If  then  we  consider  and 

*  [This  paper  was  written,  translated,  printed,  and  circulated, 
while  Dr.  Franklin  was  at  the  court  of  Paris,  for  the  purpofe  of 
inducing  foreigners  to  lead  money  to  America  in  preference  to  Great 
Britain.    E.J 

compare 
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compare  Britain  and  America,  in  thefe  feveral  par- 
ticulars, upon  thequeftion,  "  To  which  is  it  fafeft 
"  to  lend  money  ?"  We  fhall  find, 

1.  Refpedting  former  loans-,  that  America, 
which  borrowed  ten  millions  during  the  lafl:  war 
for  the  maintenance  of  her  army  of  25,000  men, 
and  other  charges ;  had  faithfully  difcharged  arid 
paid  that  debt,  and  all  her  other  debts,  in  ijyi. 
•— Whereas  Britain,  during  thofe  ten  years  tif  peacfe 
and  profitable  commerce,  had  made  little  or  no  ,t 
reduction  of  her  debt ;  biit  on  the  contrary,  from 
time  to  time,  diminished  the  hopes  of  her  credi- 
tors, by  a  wanton  diverfion  and  mifapplicatloh  d£ 
the  finking  fund  deftined  for  difcharging  it. 

2.  Refpfc&ing  ihduflry;  Every  man  [iti  Ame- 
rica]  is  employed ;  the  greater  part  in  Cultiv£in£ 
their  own  lands ;  the  reft  in  handicrafts,  naVigaG- 
tion,  and  commerce.  An  idle  man  is  a  rarity;  rdfev 
nefs  and  inutility  ate  difgraceful. — Iri  Engiafid, 
the  number  of  that  character  is  immenfe ;  fafftiia 
has  fpread  it  far  and  wide ;  Hence  the  embarrafjR|jk 

ttien ts  of  private  fortunes,    and  thb  dailv  bank-  ^ 

ruptcies  arifing  from  ah  univerfal  fdhdrtds  for  dp- 
pearance  and  exjienfive pltefutes ;  And' tiBtute,  ih 
Ibme  degtee,  the  mifmanagedients  6i  pdtilic  Bti- 
fiiiefs;  For  habits  of  bufirifefs  arid  ability  ih  it,  ate 
acquired  only  by  pri6ic6 ;  atid  Whete  tfhiveffai 
dlmpatibn,  and  the  perpfctual  piirfult  df  ariiiifemerit 
ate  the  modd;  the  yoiitH,  educated  in  it,  can 
rarely  afterwards  afcquire  that  patient  attentioh  and 
ddfe  application  to  affairs,  Which  are  fo  hecetfary 
to  a  ftatefinarf  charged'  with  the  cate  of  national 

C  c  c  welfare. 
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welfare.  Hence  their  frequent  errors  in  policy; 
and  hence  the  wearinefs  at  public  councils,  and 
backwardnefs  in  going  to  them ;  the  conftant  un- 
willingnefs  to  engage  in  any  meafure  that  requires 
thought  and  confederation ;  and  the  readinefs  for 
poftponing  every  new  propofition ;  Which  poft- 
poning  is  therefore  the  only  part  of  bufinefs  that 
they  come  to  be  expert  in,  an  expertnefs  produced 
neceflarily  by  fo  much  daily  practice.  Whereas  in 
America,  men  bred  to  clofe  employment  in  their 
private  affairs,  attend  with  eafe  to  thofe  of  the 
public,  when  engaged  in  them,  and  nothing  fails 
through  negligence. 

3.  Refpe&ing  frugality ;  the  manner  of  living 
in  America  is  more  fimple  and  lefs  expenfive  than 
that  in  England  :  plain  tables,  plain  clothing,  and 
plaSh  furniture  in  houfes  prevail,  with  few  car- 
riages of  pleafure;  there,  an  expenfive  appearance 
hurts  credit,  and  is  avoided:  in  England,  it  is  often 
aflumed  to  gain  credit,  and  continued  to  ruin, — 
•^Refpedting  public  affairs,  the  difference  is  ftill 
**£reater.  In  England,  the  falaries  of  officers;  and 
emoluments  of  office,  are  enormous.  The  king 
has  a  million  fterling  per  annum,  and  yet  cannot 
maintain  his  family  free  of  debt,:  Secretaries  of 
State,  Lords  of  Treafury,  Admiralty,  &c,  have 
vaft  appointments  :  An  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  fixpence  in  the  pound,  or  a  fortieth  part  of 
all  the  public  money  expended  by  the  nation ;  fo 
that,  when  a  war  cofts  forty  millions,  Qne  million 
is  paid  to  him  :  An  Infpedtor  of  the  Mint,  io-  the 
laft  new.  coinage,  received  as  his f. fee  65,090!. 
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fterling  per  annum :  To   all  which  rewards,  no 
fervice  thefe  Gentlemen  can  render  the  public  is 
by  any  means  equivalent.      All  this  is  paid  by  the 
people ;  who  are  opprdied  by  taxes  fo  occafioned ; 
and  thereby  rendered  lefs  able  to  contribute  to  the. 
payment  of  neceflary,  national  debts.  In  America, 
falaries,  where  indilpenlible,  are  extremely  low ; 
But  much  of  the  public  bufinefs  is  done  gratis. 
The  honour  of  ferving  the  public  ably  and  faith- 
fully,  is  deemed  fufficient.     Public  fpirit  really 
exifts  there,  and  has  great  effe&s.     in  England, 
it  is  univerfally  deemed  a  non-entity,  and  whoever 
pretends  to  it,  is  laughed  at  as  a  fool,  or  fufpedted 
as  a  knave.     The  committees  of  congrefs,  .which 
form  the  board  of  war,  the  board  of  treafury,  the 
board  of  foreign  affairs,  the  naval  board,  that  for 
accounts,  &c.  all  attend  the  bufinefs  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  functions,  without  any  falary  or  emolu- 
ment whatever;  though  they  Jpend  in  it  much  more 
of  their  time  than  any  Lord  of  Treafury  or  Admi- 
ralty in  England  can  fpare,  from  his  amufements. 
— A  Britifh  minifter  lately  computed,    that  the 
whole  expence  of  the  Americans,  in  their  civil  go- 
vernment, over  three  millions  of  people,  amount- 
ed to  but  70,000 1.  fterling;  and  drew  from  thence 
a  conclufion,  that  they  ought  to  be  taxed,  until 
their  expence  was  equal  in  proportion  to  that  which 
it  cofts  Britain  to  govern  eight  millions.     He  had 
no  idea  of  a  contrary  conclufion ;  that  if  three  mil- 
lions may  be  well  governed  for  70,0001.  eight 
millions  may  be  as  well  governed  for  three  times 
that  fum ;  and  that  therefore  the  expence  of  his 
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own  government  fliould  be  diminished.— In  that 
corrupted  nation,  no  man  is  afhamed  of  being  con- 
cerned in  lucrative  Government  jobs ',  in  which 
the  public  money  is  egregioufly  mifapplied  and 
fquandered,  the  treafury  pillaged,  and  more  nu- 
merous and  heavy  taxes  accumulated;  to  the 
great  oppreflion  of  the  people.  But  the  profpedfc 
of  a  greater  number  of  fuch  jobs  by  a  war  is  an 
inducement  with  many  to  cry  out  for  war  upon 
all  occafions,  and  to  oppofe  every  propofition  of 
peace.  Hence  the  conftant  increafe  of  the  national  • 
debt,  and  the  abfolute  improbability  of  its  ever 
being  difcharged. 

4.  Refpe&ing  the  amount  and  certainty  of  in- 
come, and  folidity  of  fecurity  ;  the  whole  Thirteen 
States  of  America  are  engaged  for  the  payment  of 
every  debt  contra&ed  by  the  congrefs  $  and  the 
debt  to  be  contracted  by  the  prefent  war,  is  the 
only  debt  they  will  have  to  pay ;  all;  or  nearly  all 
the  former  debts  of  particular  colonies  being  al- 
ready difcharged.  Whereas, England  will  have  to- 
pay,  not  only  the  enormous  debt  this  war  mult 
occafion,  but  all  their  vaft  preceding  debt,  or  the 
intereft  of  it; — and  while  America  is  enriching 
itfelf  by  prizes  made  upon  the  Britifh  commerce, 
more  than  it  ever  did  by  any  commerce  of  its  own* 
under  the  reftraints  of  a  Britifh  monopoly;  Britain 
is  grpwipg  poorer  by  the  lofs  of  that  monopoly* 
and  the  diminution  of  its  revenues;  and  of  courfe 
lefs  able  todifcharge  the  prefent  indifcreet  increafe 
of  its  expences* 
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5.  Refpedting  profpe&s  of  greater  future  ability, 
Britain  has  none  fuch.  Her  iflands  are  circum- 
fcribed  by  the  ocean ;  and  excepting  a  few  parks 
or  forefts,  fhe  has  no  new  land  to  cultivate,  and 
cannot  therefore  extend  her  improvements.  Her 
numbers  too,  inftead  of  increasing  from  increafed 
fubfiftence ;  are  continually  diminifhing  from 
growing  luxury,  and  the  increafing  difficulties  of 
maintaining  families,  which  of  courfe  difcourages 
earJy  marriages.  Thus  (he  will  have  fewer  peo-* 
pie  to  affift  in  paying  her  debts,  and  that  dimi- 
nifhed  number  will  be  poorer. — America,  on  the 
contrary,  has  befides  her  lands  already  cultivated, 
a  vaft  territory  yet  to  be  cultivated ;  which  being 
cultivated,  continually  increafe  in  value  with  the 
increafe  of  'people ;  And  the  people,  who  double 
thcmfelves  by  a  natural  propagation  every  twenty 
five  years,  will  double  yet  fafter,  by  the  acceffion 
of  Jlrangers*  as  long  as  lands  are  to  be  had  for 
new  families;  So  that  every  twenty  years, .  there 
will  be  a  double  number  of  inhabitants  obliged 
to  difcharge  the  public  debts ;  and  thofe  inhabi- 
tants being  more  opulent,  may  pay  their  fhares 
with  greater  eafe. 

6.  Refpe&ing  prudence  in  general  affairs,  and 
the  advantages  to  be  expedted  from  the  loan  de- 
fired;  the  Americans  are  cultivators  of  land;  thofe 
engaged  in  fifhery  and  commerce  are  few,  com- 
pared with  the  others.  They  have  ever  conduded 
their  feveral  governments  with  wifdbrti,  avoiding 
wars,  and  vain  expehfive  projedts1;  delighting  only 
in  their  peaceable  occupations, y  w&ich  tiruft,  con- 
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fidering  the  extent  of  their  uncultivated  territory, 
find  them  employment  dill  for  ages.  Whereas 
ILngLind)  ever  unquiet,  ambitious,  avaricious, 
imprudent,  and  quarrelfome,  is  half  of  the  time 
engaged  in  war ;  always  at  an  expence  infinitely 
greater  than  the  advantage  to  be  obtained  by  it, 
if  fuccefsful.  Thus  they  made  war  againft  Spain 
in  1739,  for  a  claim  of  about  95,0001.  (fcarce  a 
groat  for  each  individual  of  the  nation)  and  fpent 
forty  millions  fterling  in  the  war,  and  the  lives 
of  fifty  thoufand  men ;  and  finally  made  peace 
without  obtaining  fatisfadtion  for  the  fum  claimed* 
Indeed,  there  is  fcarce  a  nation  in  Europe,  againft 
which  (he  has  not  made  war  on  fome  frivolous  pre- 
text or  other ;  and  thereby  imprudently  accumu- 
lated a  debt  that  has  brought  her  on  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy. — But  the  moft  indifcreet  of  all  her 
wars,  is  the  prefent  againft  America;  with  which 
fhe  might,  for  ages,  have  preferved  her  profitable 
connection,  only  by  a  juft  and  equitable  condudt. 
She  is  now  adting  like  a  mad  (hopkeeper,  who,  by 
beating  thofe  that  pafs  his  doors,  attempts  to  make 
them  come  in,  and  be  his  cuftomers.  America 
cannot  fubriiit  to  fuch  treatment,  without  being 
firft  ruined ;  and  being  ruined,  her  cuftom  will 
be  worth  nothing.  England,  to  effedt .  this,  is 
increafing  her  debt,  and  irretrievably  ruining  her- 
felf. — America ,  on  the  other  hand,  aims  only  to 
eftablifli  her  liberty,  and  that  freedom  of  com- 
merce which  will  be  advantageous  to  all  Europe; 
And  by  abolifhing  that  monopoly  which  fhe  la- 
boured under,  fhe  will  profit  infinitely  more  than 

enough, 
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enough,  to  repay  any  debt  which  fhe  may  con- 
trad:  to  accomplifh  it. 

7.  RefpeCting  charaSier  in  the  honeji  payment 
of  debts  ;  The  punctuality  with  which  America 
has  difcharged  her  public  debts,  was  (hewn  under 
the  firft  head. — And  the  general  good  difpofition 
of  the  people  to  fuch  punctuality,  has  been  mani- 
fefted  in  their  faithful  payment  of  private  debts  to 
England,  fince  the  commencement  of  this  war. 
—There  were  not  wanting  fome  politicians  [in 
America,]  who  propofed  flopping  that  payment* 
until  peace  fhould  be  reftored ;  alleging  that  in 
the  ufual  courfe  of  commerce,  and  of  the  credit 
given,  there  was  always  a  debt  exifting  equal  to 
the  trade  of  eighteen  months  :  That  the  trade 
amounting  to  five  millions  fterling  per  annum> 
the  debt  muft  be  {qvcti  millions  and  an  half;  that 
this  fum  paid  to  the  Britifh  merchants,  would 
operate  to  prevent  that  diftrefs,  intended  to  be 
^brought  upon  Britain,  by  our  ftoppagc  of  com- 
merce with  her :  For  the  merchants  receiving 
this  money,  and  no  orders  with  it  for  farther  fup- 
plies,  would  either  lay  it  out  in  the  public  funds  ; 
or  in  employing  manufacturers,  to  accumulate 
goods,  for  a  future  hungry  market  in  America, 
upon  an  expeCted  accommodation;  by  whjch 
means  the  funds  would  be  kept  up,  and  the  manu- 
facturers preveri ted; from  murmuring.  But  againft 
this  it  was  alleged^  that  injuries  from  minifters 
ihould  not  be  revenged  on  merchants;  that  the 
credit  was  in  confequence  of  private  contracts, 
made  in  confidence  of  good  faith;  that  theie  ought 
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to  be  held  facred,  and  faithfully  complied  with  % 
For  that  whatever  public  utility  might  be  fuppofed 
to  arife  from  a  breach  of  private  faith,  it  was  unjuft; 
and  would  in  the  end  be  found  unwife ;  honefty, 
being  in  truth,  the  beft  policy.  On  this  princi- 
ple, the  propofition  was  univerfally  rejected ;  and 
though  the  Engliih  profecuted  the  war,  with 
unexampled  barbarity,  burning  our  defencelefe 
towns  in  the  midft  of  winter,  and  arming  favages 
againft  us;  the  debt  was  punctually  paid;  And  the 
merchants  of  London  have  teftified  to  the  parlia- 
ment, and  will  teftify  to  all  the  world,  that  from 
their  experience  in  deling  with  us,  they  had, 
before  the  war,  no  apprehenfion  of  our  unfairnefs; 
and  that  fiace  the  war,  they  have  hee»  convinced, 
that  their  good  opinion  of  us  was  well  founded. 
—England,  on  the  contrary,  an  oM*  corrupt, 
extravagant,  and  profligate  nations  fees  berlelf 
deep  in  debt,  which  fhe  is  in  no  condition  to  pay  ; 
and  yet  is  madly,  and  diihoneftly,  running  deeper* 
without  any  poffibility  of  difcbarging  her  debt, 
but  by  a  public  bankruptcy. 

It  appears,  therefore,  from  the  general  iaduftry, 
frugality,  ability,  prijdence,  and  virtue  of  Ame- 
rica, that  flip  is  a  much  fafer  debtor  than  Britain  ; 
—  To  fay  nothing  of  the  fatisfa&ion  generous 
tpinds  muft  have  in  reflecting,  that  by  loans  to 
America,  they  are  oppofing  tyranny,  and  aiding 
the  caufe.  of s  liberty,  which  is  the  caufe  of  all 
praakincU 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  Aggrievances  of  the 
AJfembly  of  Penfylvania,  dated  Feb.  22,  1757  *• 

IN  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  houfe,  we  have 
drawn  up  the  heads  of  the  mod  important 
aegrievances  that  occur  to  us,  which  the  people 
ofthis  province  with  great  difficulty  labour  under* 
the  many  infractions  of  the  conftitution,  (in  mani- 
fed  violation  of  the  royal  grant,  the  proprietary 
charter,  the  laws  of  this  province,  and  of  the 
laws,  ufages,  and  cuftoms  or  our  mother  country;) 
and  other  matters  ;  which  we  apprehend  call  aloud 
for  redrefs. 

They  are  as  follow : 

•  [TheEnglifh  colony-governments  feem  to  have  been  confiderei 
ti  of  three  forts.  Firft,  Provincial  governments ;  where  the  conftitu- 
tion originally  depends  on  the  King's  commifiion  and  inftruclions* 
£*ven  to  his  governors;  and  the  aflemblies  held  under  that  authority, 
ivc  their  fhare  in  making  local  ordinances  not  repugnant  to  Engltth 
law.  Next,  Proprietary  governments ;  where  a  diitri&  of  country  it 
given  by  the  crown  to  individuals,  attended  with  certain  legiflativ* 
powers  in  the  nature  of  a  fief;  with  a  provifion  for  the  fovereignty 
at  home,  and  alfo  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  terms  and  end  of  the  grant. 
Laftly,  Charter  governments,  where  the  form  of  government  is  pre* 
vioufly  prefcribed  and  made  known  to  die  fettiers,  being  in  no  de- 
gree left  fubje&  to  a  governor's  commiffion  or  proprietor's  will.  (See 
Blackftone,  Vol.  I.  Introd.  §  4.)  --Good  faith  however  to  mankind, 
feemed  to  require,  that  the  constitutions  once  begun  under  the  pro- 
vincial or  proprietary  governments,  ihould  remain  unaltered  (except 
for  improvement,)  to  the  refpe&ve  fettlers ;  equally  as  in  charter  go- 
vernments. 

By  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  above  report,  it  feems  that  the  aflfcm.' 
bly  eftabliihed  in  Penfylvania  intended  to  fend  Commijponers  to  Eng- 
land, to  foiicit  redrefs  of  various  grievances,  particularly  refpe&ing 
their  proprietor**  conduct ;  and  that  the  bufinefs  being  referred  to  a 
committee  of  die  afiembly,  the  following  report  was  meant  to  con* 
vey  the  opinion  of  that  committee  concerning  the  inftru&ions  necef* 
iary  to  be  given  by  the  aflcmbly  to  the  commxffioaers.    £.1 
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Fir/?,  By  the  royal  charter,  (which  has  ever 
been,  ought  to  be,  and  truly  is,  the  principal- 
and  invariable  fundamental  of  this  constitution) 
King  Charles  the  Second  did  give  and  grant  unto 
William  Penn,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  the  province 
of  Penfylvania ;  and  alfo  to  him  and  his  heirs, 
and  his  or  their  deputies  or  lieutenants, '  free,  full; 
and  abfolute  power  for  the  good  and  happy  go- 
vernment thereof,  to  make1  arid  enadt  any  laws^ 
€f  according  to  their  beft  difcretion  ;  by  and  with 
"  the  advice,  aflent,  and  approbation  of  the  free- 
"  men  of  the  faid  country,  or  of  their  delegates 
"or  deputies  ;"  for  the  railing  of  money,  or  any 
other  end  appertaining  to  the  public  ftate,  peace 
or  fafety  of  the  faid  country. — By  the  words  of  this 
grant,  it  is  evident  that  full  powers  are  granted  4o 
the  deputies  and  lieutenants  of  William  Penn  and 
his  heirs,  to  concur  with  the  people  in  framing 
laws  for  their  prote&ion  and  the  fafety  of  the  pro- 
vince, according  to  their  beft  difcretion;  indepen- 
dent of  any  inftrudtions  or  directions  they  fliould 
receive  from  their  principals.  And  it  is  equally 
obvious  to  your  committee,  that  the  people  of 
this  province  and  their  reprefentatives  were  mte- 
refted  in  this  royal  grant;  and  by  virtue  thereof 
-have  an  original  right  of  legiflation  inherent  hi 
them;  which  neither  the  proprietors  nor  any  other 
perfon  whatfoever  can  diveft  them  of,  reftrain,* 
or  abridge  *  without  manifeftly  violating  and  de« 
ftroying  the  letter,  fpirit,  and  defign  of  this  grant; 

Neverthelefs  we  unfortunately  find,  that  the 
proprietaries  of  this  province,  regardlefs  of  this 

facred 
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facred  fundamental  of  all  our  rights  and  liberties  ; 
have  fo  abridged  and  reftridted  their  late  and  pre- 
fent  goyerrtors  diicretiori  in  matters  of  legiflation^ 
by  their  illegal,  impracticable,  and  unconstitu- 
tional i.iftrudHons  and  prohibitions  -,  that  no  bill 
for  granting  aids  and  fupplies.  to  our  moft  gracious 
foyercign  (be  it  ever  fo  reaforiable,  expedient,  and 
freceftary  for- the  defence,  of  this  hisMajefty's  colo«* 
ny,  and  fafety  of  his  people,)  unlefs  it  be  agree- 
able thereto, '  can  mfeet  with  his  approbation :  by 
n^ans  whereof  the  many  confiderable  fums  of 
money  which  have  been  offered  for  thofe  purpofes* 
by  the  afltriYblie's  of. this  province  (ever  anxious 
to  m/4ntai*n  hiahonqiir  and  rights,)  have  been  re- 
jected; to  thegi-eat  eiitdurageftient  of  hisMajefty's 
enemies,  and  the  imminent  danger  of  the  lofs  of 
tliis  his  colony, 

v  Secondly,  The  reprefentativestof  the  people-  in 
general .  aflemtyy  met,  by, virtue  of  the.  faid  royfel 
grant,  and  the  charter  of  privileges  granted  by 
the  faid  William  Penn>  and  a  law  of  this  province; 
have  right  to*, and  ought  to  enjoy  all  the  powers 
and  privileges  of  an  affemWy  *  according  to  the 
rights  of  the  free-born  fiibjfejdts  ;of , England,  aad 
&$  is  u&ial  i$.  ^ny  of  the  plantations  in  America  c 
{Alfo]  it  is  an  indubitable  and  now  an  incontefted 
rightT  Qf  fhe  commons  of  England  to  grant  aids 
^jid/fcppljeis  tp  his  Majefty  in  any  manner  they 
(think  moft  eafy  to  themfelva6  and  the  people*  a&d 
fthey.^iioj  ajrc.the  fole  judges  of  the  meajure>  manT 
mr  and  (ipi?  of  granting  apd  raiiing  the  lame. 

iv  •      '  Nevcp* 
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Nevertheless  the  proprietaries  of  this  ptoV&d^' 
in  contempt  of  the  laid  royal  grant,  proprietary 
charter,  and  law  of  their  colony;  defigning  to  fiibi 
vert  the  fundamentals  of  this  conilitutibn,  to  de- 
prive  the  affembly  and  people  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  and  to  affume  an  arbitrary  and  tyran- 
nical power  over  the  liberties  and  properties  ofhis 
Majefty's  liege  fubjedts ;  have  fo  retrained  th'df 
governors  by  the  dejpotic  inJlru£iions>  (which  art 
not  to  be  varied  from,  and  are  particularly  direc- 
tory in  the  framing  and  paffing  of  money  bills  and 
fupplies  to  his  Majefty,  as  to  the  mode,  meafure, 
and  time ;)  that  it  is  impoffible  for  the  affembly, 
fliould  they  lofe  all  fenfe  of  their  moft  eftential 
rights,  and  comply  with  thofe  inftru&ions,  t6 
grant  fufficient  aids  for  the  defence  of  this  his 
Majefty's  province  from  the  common  enemy. 

fbirdly*  In  purfuance  of  fundry  a£ts  of  general 
affembly,  approved  of  by  the  crown,  [and]  a  natural 
right  inherent  in  every  man  antecedent  to  all  lawsfc 
the  affemblies  of  this  province  have  had  the  power 
of  difpofing  of  the  public  monies,  that  have  been 
raifed  far  the  encouragement  of  trade  and  fbppott 
of  government,  by  the  intereft-money  arrfing  by 
the  loan  of  the  bills  of  credit  arid  the  excife.  Nd 
•part  of  thefe  monies  was  ever  paid  by  the  proprie- 
taries, or  ever  raifed  on  their  eftates ;  and  there- 
fore they  cati  hiaVe  no  pretence  of  right  to  a  voipC 
in  thedifpofitioh of  them.  Thfy  !have ever  beih 
Applied  with  pfiiderit  frugality  to  the  hohburdtfE 
advantage  of  the  public,  attd  the  Kihg's  immediate 
fervice,  to  the  general  approbation  of  the  people : 

the 
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the  credit  of  the  government  has  been  preferved, 
and  the  debts  of  the  public  punctually  difcharged. 
Jn  fhort,  no  inconveniencies,  but  great  and  many 
advantages  have  accrued,  from  the  affembly's  pru- 
dent care  and  management  of  thefe  funds. 

Yet  the  proprietaries  refblved  to  deprive  the  af- 
femblies  of  the  power  and  means  of  fupporting  an 
agent  in  England ;  and  of  profecuting  their  com- 
plaints and  remonftrating  their  aggrievances,  when 
injured  and  opprefled,.  to  his  Majefty  and  his  par- 
liament: And  to  rob  them  of  this  natural  right, 
{which  has  been  fo  often  approved  of  by  their  gra- 
jcious  fovereign)  have*  by  their  faid  inftrudtions, 
prohibited  their  governor  from  giving  his  aflent  to 
Any  laws  emitting  or  re-emitting  any  paper-cur* 
pre^cy  or  bills  of  credit*  or  for  railing  money  by 
SXCsfe  pr  anyr other:  method*,  unlefa  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,,  by 
claufes  to  be  inferted  therein,  have  a  negative  in 
tkt  dffiqfitiQn  of  the  monies  ariiing  thereby ;  let 
the  languifliing  circumftances  of  our  trade  he  ever 
lb  greats  and  a  further  or  greater  medium  be  ever 
fb  aectitfary  for  its  fupport. 

\  iFqurtbfy*  By  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  England, 
the  chief  rents,  honours,  and  caftles  of  the  crown 
fere  taxed,  and  pay  their  proportion,  to  the  fupplies 
)fchat  are  granted  to  theKing  for  the  defence  of  the 
realm  and  fuppqrt  of  government  1  His  Majefty,. 
the  nobility  ot  the  realm,  and  all  the  Britifh  fub- 
Jp&s,  do  now  actually  contribute  their  proportion 
towards  the  defence  of  America  in  genef^*  j  aryi 
^hjs  ^rWince  in  partocularl  And  it  Is  ina  more 
'  cfpecial 
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efpecial  manner  the  duty  of  tlife  proprtjkd?kfif\k 
pay  their  proportion  Of  k  tax  for  the'  imtnecKlit* 
prefervation  of  their  own eftates>  m  this  proving 
To  exempt  therefore  my  part^thdtfe^ajfds  fitltft 
their  reasonable  part  of  this  naocfikry  bm^feApfe 
as  unjuft  as  it  is  illegal,  and  afe  1&)H^iti&'&bi- 
trary.  "     "■  .    '  "     '  '■•      ""?' 

Yet  the  proprietaries,  notwithftanding-  the  g^- 
.neral .  danger  to;  which  -  tfre  natiOfc  ah6  iitfttikififcfr 
are  expofed,  and  great  dilteefgibfl  illfe  ^0\4t«fei.fcl 
particular;  by  their  faidiriftnarffciofes*  h4vtfjJftifelkiL 
ted  their  governors  ftomitt^ng>la^for''&^^^ 
fupplies  for  its  defence j  unlefs  41  jheir  locAted, 
unimproved,  and  unoccupied  lands, v  quit-rents^ 
iines  and  purchafei^nkston ^iqtereftv^thabi\)fe|| 
greater  partoftheir  eiiotoiQUS.eftattes  iriiraisfcoifcttyi) 
are  exprefsly  tempted  from -pacing* *ny  pttrt^of 
the  tax.    "   ■      ':  -  'i    '-  '•>-•"     ni  •r::::rr.:'r^n  10 

Fifthly,  By  virtue  of  the  fakl  royal  charter*  *h* 
proprietaries  are  inverted  with  a  povter  £tf  d<rift£ 
every  thing  "  which  :  ^nttf  a;  complect  eftaH#ht 
*'  ment  of  juftice,  uft?oi'ptattfc"afed;  tribtf&aft> 
"  forms  of  judicature,  and  manner  of  prpceediiigs, 
t€  do  belong."  It  was  certainly  the  import  and 
defignofthis  grant,  that  the  courts  of  judical  tun? 
fhould  be  funned,  and  the  /WjfAr  arid  officers 
thereof,  hpld  their  cpmnvimons, 
repugnant*  but  agreeable  to  the 
of  England  ;  that  thereby  they  might 
from  the  influence  of  p^rfans  m  power  *f  the  rigfrtfr 
of  the  pioplc  might  be  prderved,  andtjjeirp^- 

per  lie* 
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perties  effectually  fecured.  That  the  grantee, 
William  Penn  (underiianding  the  faid  grant  in  this 
light)  did,  by  his  original  frame  of  government,  co- 
venant arid  grant  with  the  people,  that  the  judges 
and  other  officers  fhould  hold  their  commiflioii* 
during  their  good  behaviour,  and  no  longer. 

Notwithftanding  which,  the  governors  of  this 
province  have  for  many  years  paft,  granted,  all  the 
commiffions  to  the  judges  of  the  King's  Bench  ox 
fuprefae  court  of  this  province,  and  to  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  Cbmmbri  Pleas  of  the  fe  vera!  coun- 
ties- to  be  held  during  their  will  and  plea/tire :  By 
means  whereof;  the*  laid  judges  being"  fubjedt  to 
the  influence  and  direftipris  of  the  proprietaries 
and  their  governors,  their  favourites  and  creatures, 
rfie  laws  may  not  be  duly  adminiftered or  executed, 
but  often  wrefled  from  their  true  fenfe  to  ferve 
particular  purpofes :  the  foundation  of  juftice  may 
be  liable  to  be  deftroyed  j  and  the  lives,  laws, 
liberties,  privileges  and  properties  of  the  people, 
thereby1  Tendered precarious  and  altogether  jinfe- 
cure  i  tb  the  great  difgrace  of  our  laws,  and  the 
inconceivable  injury  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s. 

:  Yoifr  committee  further  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
befides-  thefe  ^"grievances,  there' are  other  hard-  . 
ihips  the  pfeqpKbf  this  province  have  experienced, 
tfiSt  c$f  fttf  fedrefs.— The  inlifthent  offervants 
wfibqufyB}  leaji'jaitsfdStion  being  made  to  the  maf- 
t$rs,  'has  not  only  prevented  the  cultivation  of  bur 
l^nds^aftd  dimiljiifhed  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
prqVni(*£^  extremely  unfequal  ani 

KJ  E  e  e  oppreffive 
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oppreflive  to  individuals.  And  fhould  the  pra&ice 
continue,  the  confequence  muft  prove  very  difcou~ 
raging  to  the  further  fettlement  of  this  colony,  and 
prejudicial  to  hisMajefty's  future  fervice.— -Juftipe, 
therefore,  demands  that  fatisfadtion  fhould  be  made 
to  the  matters  of  fuch  inlifted  fervants  ;  and  that 
the  right  of  matters  to  their  fervants  be  confirmed 
and  fettled. — But  as  thofe  fervants  have  been  in-, 
lifted  into  his  Majefty's  fervice  for  the  general  de- 
fence of  America,  and  not  of  this  province  only; 
but  all  the  colonies,  and  the  nation  in  general*  have 
and  will  receive  equal  benefit  from  their  fervice  * 
this  fatisfadtion  fhould  be  made  at  the  expence  of 
the  nation,  and  not  of  the  province  only. 

That  the  people  now  labour  under  a  burthen 
of  taxes  almoft  infupportable  by  fo  young  a  colony,, 
for  the  defence  ot  its  long-extended  frontier,,  of 
about  two  hundred  miles  from  New  Jerfey  to 
Maryland ;  without  either  of  thofe  colonies,,  or 
the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware  contributing 
their  proportion  thereto  *  though  their  frontier*, 
are  in  a  great  meafure  covered  and  protected  by 
our  forts.  And  fhould  the  war  continue,  and  with' - 
it  this  unequal  burthen*  many  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjefts  in  this  province  will  be  reduced  to  want  * 
and  the  province*  if  not  loft. to  the  enemy*  in- 
volved in  debt,  and  funk  under  it;  load-  ' ' .  • .  : .  ■ 

That  notwithstanding  this  weight  of  taxes*  th$; 
aflemblies  of  this  province  have  given  tttbe  ge~ 
neral fervice  of  the  nation*  five  thou&nd  pounds  to 
purchafe  provisions  for  the  troops  under  General 
Braddockj.  2,9851.  os.  nd*  for  clearing  a  ro*& 

by 


[P.  P.]      Aggrievances  of  Penfyhanit.  395 

by  his  orders;  10,514.1.  10s.  id.  to  General 
Shirley,  for  the  purchafing  provifions  for  the 
New  England  forces*  and  expended  the  fum  of 
2385 1.  os.  2^d.  in  fupporting  the  inhabitants 
of  Nova  Scotia  j — Which  likewife  we  conceive 
ought  to  be  a  national  expence. 

And  that  his  Majefty's  fubjedts,  the  merchants 
and  infurers  in  England,  as  well  as  the  merchants 
here  and  elfewhere  >  did  during  the  lad,  and  will 
during  the  prefent  war,  greatly  [fufferj,  in  their 
property,  trade,  and  commerce,  by  the  enemy V 
privateers  on  this  coafl,  and  at  our  capes  j  unlefs 
fome  method  be  fallen  on  to  prevent  it. 

Wherefore  your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
That  the  commiflioners  intended  to  be  fent  to  Eng- 
land, to  folicit  a  memorial  and  redrefs  of  the  many 
infractions  and  violations  of  the  constitution ;— - 
fliould  alfo  have  it  in  charge,  and  be  inftru&ed  to 
reprefent  to  our  mod  gracious  Sovereign  and  his 
parliaments,  the  feveral  unequal  burthens  and 
nardihips  before-mentioned ;— and  endeavour  to 
procure  fatisfadtion  to  the  mailers  of  fuch  fervants 
as  have  been  inlifted,  and  the  right  of  mailers  to 
their .  fervants  eftablifhed  and  confirmed  ;  —  and 
obtain  a  repayment  of  the  faid  feveral  fums  of  mo- 
ney ;  fome  affiftance  towards  defending  our  exten- 
iive  frontier ;  and  a  veflel  of  war  to  protect  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  this  province. 

Submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  houfe. 

Feb. 22,  1757,  

E  e  c  2  4T# 
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Ifa  the  Freemen  of  Penfyhania,  on  thefubjeSl  of  % 
particular  Militia  Bill,  rejeSiedby  the  Proprietor  s 
deputy  or  governor. 

Philadelphia,  Sept,  28,  1764* 
Gentlemen, 

'OUR  defire  of  knowing  how  the  militia  bill 
came  to  fail  in  the  laft  Affembly,  fhall  im- 
mediately  be  complied  with. 

As  the  Governbr  prefled  hard  for  a  militia  law, 
to  fecure  the  internal  peace  of  the  province,  and 
the  people  of  this  country  had  not  been  accuftomed 
to  militia  fervice ;  the  houfe,  to.  make  it  more 
generally  agreeable  to  the  freeholders,  formed  the 
bill  fo  as  that  they  might  h^ve  fame  fhare  in  the 
eledtiori  of  the  officers;  to  fecure  them  from  having 
abfolute  ftrangers  fet  oyer  them,  or  perfons.  gene- 
rally difagreeable.  j 

This  was  no  more,  than  that  every  company* 
fliould  choofc,  and  recommend  to  the  Governor, 
three  perfons  for  each  office;  of  Captain,  Lieute- 
nant, and  Enfign;  out  of  which  three,  the  Go-; 
vfernor  was  to  commiffion ;  one  •  that  he  thought 
mod  proper,  or  which  he  pleafed,  to  be  the 
officer. — Arid  that  the  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and. 
Enfigris,  fo  commiffioned  by  the  Governor;;  ffiould^ : 
in  their  refpe&ive  regiments,  choofe  and  recom- 
mend three  perfo,pjs  ;fo^ ,  each;  office .  of  Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major ;  out  of  which 

three 
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three  the  Governor  was  to  commifiion  one,  which- 
ever he  pleafed,  to  each  of  the  faid  offices. 

The  Governor  s  amendment  to  the  bill  in  this 
particular,  was,  to  ftrike  out  wholly  this  privilege 
of  the  people ;  and  take  to  himfelf  the  Jolt  ap- 
pointment of  all  the  officers. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  aggravate  and 
enhance  all  the  fines.  A  fine  that  the  Aflembly 
had  made  One  hundred  pounds,  and  thought 
heavy  enough  \  the  Governor  required  to  be  Three 
hundred  pounds.  What  they  had  made  Fifty 
pounds,  he  required  to  be  One  hundred  and  fifty. 
— Thefe  were  fines  on  the  commiflloned  officers 
for  dilbbedience  to  his  commands  y  but  the  non 
commiffioned  officers*  or  common  foldiers,  who, 
for  the  fame  offence  the  Aflembly  propofed  to 
fine  at  Ten  pounds,  the  Governor  infifted  fhould 
be  fined  Fifty  pounds. 

Thefe  fines,  and  fome  others  to  be  mentioned 
hereafter,  the  Aflembly  thought  ruinoufly  high  r 
—But  when,  in  a  fubfequent  amendment,  the> 
Governor  would,  for  offences  among  the  militia*. 
take  away  the  trial  by  jury  in  the  common  courts  ; 
and  required,  that  the  trial  fhould  be  by  a  courts 
iflartial,'  com  poled  of  officers  of  his  own  fole  ap- 
pointing, who  fhould  have  power  of  fentencing* 
even  to  Death ; — the  Houfe  could  by  no  means* 
confeot  thus  to  give  up  their  conftituents  liberty,* 
efUte,  and!  life  itfelf,  into  the  abfolute  power  of 
a*  proprietary  Governor ,— and  Co  the  bill  failed. 

That  you  may  be  aflured  I  do>not  mifreprefent 
this  matter,  I  (hall  give  you  the  laft  mentioned 
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amendment  (fo  called)  at  full  length ;  and  for  tha 
truth  and  exadtnefs  of  my  copy  I  dare  appeal  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Shippen. 

The  words  of  the  bill,  p.  43.  were,  "  Every 
4t  fuch  perfon  fo  offending,  being  legally  convicted 
"  thereof,"  &c.  By  the  words  legally  convi5led% 
was  intended  a  convidtion  after  legal  trial,  in  the 
common  courfe  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  But  the 
Governor  required  this  addition  immediately  to 
follow  the  words  ["convidted  thereof"]  viz,  €  by 
a  court-martial;  (hall  fuffer  Death,  or  fuch 
other  punifhment  as  fuch  court,  by  their  fen- 
tence  or  decree,  fhall  think  proper  to  inflidt 
and  pronounce.  And  be  it  farther  enadted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  That  when  and  fo  often 
as  it  may  be  neceffary,  the  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  chief  for  the  time  being,  fhall  ap- 
point and  commiffionate,  under  the  great  feaL 
of  this  province,  fixteen  commiffioned  officers 
in  each  regiment;  with  authority  and  power  to- 
them  or  any  thirteen  of  them  to  hold  courts-' 
martial,  of  whom  a  field  officer  fhall  always 
be  one,  and  prefident  of  the  faid  court ;  and 
fuch  courts-martial  {halt  and  are  hereby  im*. 
powered  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  any  witnefs, 
in  order  to  the  examination  or  trial  of  any  of 
the  offences  which  by  this  adt  are  made  cog- 
nizable in  fuch  courts,  and  fhall  come  before 
them.  Provided  always,  that  in  all  trials  by 
a  court-martial  by  virtue  of  this  adt,  every  offi* 
cer  prefent  at  fuch  trial,  before  any  proceedings 
be  bad  therein,   fhall  take  an  oatb  upon  the 

4  holy 
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€  holy  cvangelifts,  before  one  Juftice  of  the  peace 

*  in  the  county  where  fuch  court  is  held ;  who 

*  are  hereby  authorized  to  adminifter  the  fame, 

*  in  the  following  words,  that  is  to  fay ;  "I  A.  B. 
u  do  fwear,  that  I  will  duly  adminifter  juftice 
"  according  to  evidence ;  and  to  the  directions  of 
€€  an  ad,  intitled,  An  A6t  for  forming  and  regu- 
u  lating  the  militia  of  the  province  of  Penfylvania, 
u  without  partiality,  favour  or  affedtion;  and  that 
"  I  will  not  divulge  the  fentence  of  the  court, 
"  until  it  fliall  be  approved  of  by  the  Governor 
"  or  Commander  in  chief  of  this  province  for  the 
"  time  being ;  neither  will  I,  upon  any  account, 
u  at  any  time  whatfoever,  difclofe  or  difcover  the 
*1 l  vote  or  opinion  of  any  particular  member  of 
u  the  court-martial.  So  help  mc  God/' — '  And 
1  no  fentence  of  Death,  or  other  fentence,  (hall 
€«  be  given  againft  any  offender,  but  by  the  con- 
**  currence  of  nine  of  the  officers  fo  fwbrn.     Ami 

no  fentence  paffed  againft  any  offender  by  fuch 
court-martial  ihall  be  put  in  execution,  until 
',  report  be  made  of  the  whole  proceedings  to 

*  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  chief  of  this 
'  province  for  the  time  being,  and  his  directions 
'  fignified  thereupon.' 

It  is  obfervable  here,  that  by  the  common 
courfe  of  juftice,  a  man  is  to  be  tried  by  a  Jury 
of  his  neighbours  and  fellows ;  impannefied  by  a 
fheriff,  in  whofe  appointment  the  people  have  a 
choice :  the  prifoner  too  has  a  right  to  challenge 
twenty  of  the  pannel,  without  giving  a  reafon* 
and  a&  many  more  as  he  <a»  giVe  r  eafons  for  chal- 
lenging* 
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lenging ;  and- before  he  can  be  convidted,  the  Jury 
are  to  be  unanimous ;  they  are  all  to  agree  thatrhfr 
is  guilty,  and  are  therefore  all  accountable  for 
their  verdidt. — But  by  this  amendment,  the  Jury 
(if  they  may  be  fo  called)  are  all  officers  tof  the 
Governor's  fole  appointing ;  and  not  one  of  them 
can  be  challenged  \  And  though  a  common  militia 
man  is  to  be  tried,  no  common  militia  man  fhall 
be  of  that  Jury ;  And  fi>  far  from  requiring  all  to 
agree,  a  bare  majority  fhalLbe  fufficient  to  con- 
demn you.  And  left) that  majority  {hould  ibe  un- 
der any  check  or  rtftraihi,  from  ah  appreheniiorf 
of  what  the  world  might  think  or  fay  of  the  fcte- 
rity  or  injuftice  of  their  fcntence ;  an  Oath  is  to 
be  taken,  never  to  difcover  the  vote  or  opinion  of 
any  particular  member !         .  .   ; 

Thef?  are  fome  of  the  chains  attempted  to  be 
forged  for  you  by  the  Proprietary  fa&ion !— Who* 
advifed  the  G^ — »-r  is  not  difficult  to  know.     Thejr 
are  the  very  men,  who  now  clamour  at  the  Af- 
femblyfor  a  proppfalof  bringing  the  trial  of  a* 
particular  murder,  to  this  county,  from  .another, ' 
where  it  was  not  thought  fafe  for  any  man  to  be* 
either  juryman  or  witriefs*  and  call  it  disfcan-* 
chifing  the  people  !  who  are  now  bawling  about' 
tbte  conftitution,  and  pretending  vaft  concern  for 
your  liberties  !~In  reftiiing  yai*  tthe  leaft  means) 
of  recommending  or  expreffiing  your  regard  :fbr3 
perfons  to  be  placed  oyer  you.  as  officers,  and  who  1 
were  thus,  to  be  made   your  judges  in  life  and 
cftate  -,  they  have  not  regarded  the  example  of  the 
King,  our  wife  as  weU  as  kind  mailer*  who  ia 

all 
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all  hi^requifitions  made  toLthe  colonies,  of  raiting 
-troops  for  their  defence,  directed  that  &  theJbei- 
*€  ter  to  facilitate  the  important;  fervice,  .the  pom- 
**f  miffions  ihould  be  given  to  fuch  as  from  their 
t€  weight  and  credit  with  the  people,  may. be 
**  beft  enabled  to  cffe&uate  the  levies*.*— dn 
•eftablifhing  a  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  pro- 
vince, how  could  the  "  weight  and  credit '  of 
men  with  the  people  be  better  difcovered,  than 
Jyy  th&napdejjiat  bill  directed;  viz*  by  a  majority 
of  thofe  that  were  to  be  commanded,  nominating 
three  for  each  office  to  the  Governor,  of  which 
three  he  might  take  the  one  he  liked  beft  ?— 

and  all  of  us  thus \pHt  into  his  Honowr^  ;ribfolitte 
power,  the  Governor  goes  on  to  enhance  the  fines 
and  penalties  :  Thus  in  page  49  of  the  bill,  where 
the  AfTembly  had  propofed  the  fine  to  be  Ten 
(hillings,   the  Governor  required  it  to  be  Tea 
pounds :— In  page  50,  where  a  fine  of  Five  pounds 
was  mentioned,  the  Governor's  amendment  re- 
quired it  to  be  made  Fifty  pounds.     And  in  page 
44,  where  the  AfTembly  had  faid,  "  fhall  forfeit 
€t  and  pay  any  fum,  not  exceeding  Five  pounds," 
the  Governor's  amendment  fays,    "  {hall  fuffer 
u  Death;  or  fuch  other  punifhment,  as  fhall, 
"  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  be  in- 
u  flitted  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial !  "— ^ 

The  Affembly's  refufing  to  admit  of  thefe 
amendments  in  that  bill,  is  one  of  their  offences 

•  See  Secretary  of  State's  Letters  in  the  printedfYotes. 
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againft*  the  Lord  Proprietary ;  for  which  that 
fa&ion  are  now  abufing  them  in  both  the  lan- 
guages %  of  the  province,  with  all  the  virulence 
that  reverend  malice  can  didtate;  enforced  by 
numberlefs  barefaced  falfhoods,  that  only  the 
mod  difhoneft  and  bafe  would  dare  to  invent, 
and  none  but  the  moil  weak  and  credulous  can 
poffibly  believe. 

VE  RITAS. 
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Remarks  on  a  late  Proteft  againji  the  Appointment  of 
Mr;  Franklin  as  Agent  for  this  Province 
[of  Penfylvania].* 

I  Have  generally  paffed  over,  with  a  filent  difre- 
gard,  the  namelefs  abufive  pieces  that  have  been 
written  againft  me-f-j  and  though  this  paper, 
called  a  Protest,  is  figned  by  fome  refpedtable 
names,  I  was,  neverthelcft,  f  inclined  to  treat  it 
with  the  fame  indifference ;  But  as  the  Affembly 
is  therein  refledted  on  upon  my  account,  it  is 
thought  more  my  duty  to  make  fome  remarks 
upon  it.  .  ,: 

I  would  firft  pbferve  then,;  that  this  mode  of 
frotejiing  by  the  minority,  with  a;  fixing  of  jea* 
fons  agaipft .  th$.  proceedings  of(jthe  majority  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  is  quite  new  among  us ; 
the  prefent  is  the  fecond  we  have  had; of  the  kind* 
and  Jx>th  within  a  few  ijiontjis.  It  \s  unknowi 
^o  therpr^diife  of  the.flppf^oiF-Compions,  or  <£ 
any,H$ufe  of  Reprefentatiyep in  jfoufica*  tlwjttl 
have ;  heard  of;  and  feeias  an  affe&ejd  irritation  of 
the  Lords  in  Parfiaixient;  whic&can  by,nomQans 
Jbecome  Aflenably-i^en  of;  America. — Jftsijce  no* 
4^rs  the  a£fg^^^ 
Hqwfe  re&if^t^^rqt^fti^^^  pfi  thtfr  ml- 

^/anycij^piw^r^ag^  iaWJfiflfa  faskm  ***&* 

itfelf,  but  would  be  higftjrAH!^^  tteJ&P 

+  [N.B.  Thi*  wai  written  and  figned  by  Dr.  Franklin.    E.] 
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Houfe  j  fince  it  would  probably  be  thought  ne- 
eeflkry  for  die" majority  alfo  toeti  teV their rdafons;i 
to  juffciy  thdmfelveisrta  their  cohftituentSj  whfcteby 
the  minutes  would  be  incumbbredy  atid'thdpjib- 
lic  bufinefs  obftrudted.     More  efpecially  will  it 
1^  laartd-indtonVertedt?,  Jf^fii&hlProref^jIre'iWjfar 
ufe  of  as  a  neV  form*  of  libelling*  as  the  vehideir 
of  perfonal  malice;  and  as  means  of  giving  to  p*i-Jr 
vate  abujfe  the  appearance  of -a  ftntSfoh'  as  public* 
aft*.     Your  Protert,  ^ntei'eW,  way  therefore? 
properly  refafed;  and"  finbS  ft!  is ntf1  pkrt  of-tfrtf 
prcfceedings  of  A'flembly;  one  m*ty with'  dhe  more* 
fteedom  examine  if.  ■ 

Your  firft  reafon  againft  my  appointmentf  is,'  tKW 
yoif  ««  belieVe  mfe  ttf  &£  flftf  <*Hie/ autnor  of  the 
"•  tokfures  puffued  BytheiaiFMembiy,  wftkft 
**  have  occa'fidh&  fifth  Meimefit  and  <Sftra<3ibii 
«•■  among  the  good'  people  or  thi^  pV6vince."  I 
Aall  not  difputfe  mV  (Hare  in  thofe  meafures  ;  I 
hapeihtfy  ire  fucttai  Will  in  time  do  h6nbtfr  to  all 
diaT  w^re  coh^riftd 'ih  tlttm.  But  y"6Ju  feetA 
mtftiacen  in*  the  drde^oFffriie':  ft  was-tfte  aiie^ 
ilnT^ahddiil^el&rfanibng  tH6  g6ocl  people  <£ 
the  •  ^dtinctf  Gi&-  ctecafibhed  tne  mttkfures^  the 
province  was  M^hfetibh  befbrfc  fney  Were  tafejnv 
*kd  f^.w^^Q^^ln^rd^r^W-^eve^t2!?^ 
iiliea^nefs  afld(^mr«ftie^?:fBr'  th^ffiftofe1  ^'Mafee 
<*ne  A^pii^hir^hdk^Adf^^mf^  prtytifi- 

xm >N«ftlee;  fli^fea  6y%afrfefa^  mftKaria 

-T^'c*&t«te§>,  ^fBe^orSgmalH^te'ibf  4&  bttr-tine#- 

Crfk^^fttfWVWWWnV'ia.i    f'i    biL.OV  j:,u    ,:  .,  . 


'dAe^a«d'dar/««»n^ 

joi-I  '     sll7!  Anotl 
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Another  of  your  reafons  is,  "  that  I  am,  as 
"  you  are  informed,  very  unfavourably  thought 
"  of   by   feverai  of  liis  Majejiys  miniflers"     I 
apprehendi    Gentlemen,    that  your  informer  ia 
rniftaken.     He  indeed  has  taken  great  pains  to 
give  unfavourable  impreflions  of  me,  and  perhaps 
may  flatter  himfelf,  that  it  is  impoflible  fo  much 
true  induftry  fhouid  be  totally  without  effe&.  Hift 
long  fuccefs  in  maiming  or  murdering  all  the 
reputations  that  Hand  in  his  way  (which  has  beefl 
the  dear  delight  and  conftant  employment  of  his 
life)  may  likewife  have  given  him  fome  juft  ground . 
for  confidence  that  he  has,  as  they  call  it,  done 
Jpr  me>  among  the  reft, —But,  as  1  faid  before,  I 
believe  he  is  rniftaken;     For  what  have  I  done 
that  they  (hould  think  unfavourably  of  me?  .  \t 
cannot  be  my  coriftantly  and  uniformly  promoting 
the  meafures  of  the  crown*  ever  fince  I  had  any 
influence  in  the  province.     It  cannot,  furely,  be 
my  promoting  the  charge  from  a  proprietary  to 
a  royal  government*— If  indeed  1  had^  by  fpeechee 
and  writings, >  endeavoured  to  np&ke  h^s  M^efty  « 
government  univerfally  odious  ia  the- proviso : 
If  I  had  harangued  by  the  week,  to  aU  comets  * 
and  goers,  on  the  pretended  injufticq  and  oppjef- 
fions  of  royal  government,  and  the;(kvery of  the 
people  under,  it :  If  I  had  written  tr^itoroxys  pam- 
pers to  this  purpoie,  -k  an4  got  them  tranflwe^  into > 
other  languages,  togivehi&Majefty's  foreign  fob- 
je&s  here  thofe  horrible  ideas  of  it :   If  I  had  de- 
clared, written  and  printed, .  that. "  the  King's 

«<  littfec 
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"  little  finger  we  (hould  find  heavier  than  the 
"  Proprietor's  whole  loins,"  with  regard  to  our  * 
liberties ;  then  indeed  might  the  minifters  be  fup- 
pofed  to  think  unfavourably  of  me.  But  thefe 
are  not  exploits  for  a  man  who  holds  a  profitable '- 
office  under  the  crown,  and  can  expedt  to  hold  it 
no  longer  than  he  behaves  with  the  fidelity  and 
duty  that  becomes  every  good  fubjedt.  They  are 
only  for  officers  of  proprietary  appointment ;  who 
hold  their  commifiions  during  his,  and  not  the 
King's,  pleafure ;  and  who,  by  dividing  among 
themfelves  and  their  relations,  offices  of  many 
thoufands  a  year  enjoyed  by  proprietary  favour, 
feel  where  to  place  their  loyalty,  I  wifh  they . 
were  as  good  fubjedts  to  his  Maje/ly; — and  per-- 
haps  they  may  be  fo,  when  the  proprietary  inter- 
feres no  longer. 

Another  of  your  reafons  is,  "  that  the  propofa! 
"  of  me  for  an  agent,  is  extremely  difagreeable  to 
**  a  very  great  number  of  the  moft  ferious  and 
4€  reputable  inhabitants  of  the  province;  and  the 
*'  piwf'i$*'lP$  having  been  reje&ed  at  the  laft 
t€  eledliori,  though  I  had  repreferited  the  city  in 
**  Aflembly  for  fbufteen  years."  : 

And  do  thofeof  you,  Gentlemen*  reproach  me 
with  this,  who,  among  near  four  fhbufehd  voters, 
had  fcarcely  a  fcore'mote  than  I  had?  It  feenifc 
then,  that  your  eteSlions  were  Very  near  beirig 
rejections,  and  thereby  furnifhing  the  fame  proof 
•in  your  cafe  that  you  produce  in'  mine,  '6f  yorir 
being  like  Wife  extremely  difegredabk*  to  ^a  very . 

great 
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great  number  of  the  moft  ferious  and  reputable 
people.     Do  you*   honourable  Sir,  reproach  me 
.  |vith  this;  who  for  almoft  twice  14  years  have  been 
reje&ed  (if  not  being  chofen  is  to  be  reje&ed)  by  the 
fame  people  ;   and  (unable,   with  all  your  wealth 
and  conne&ions,  and  the  influence  they  give  you, 
to  obtain  an  election  in  the  county  where  you  re- 
fide,  and  the  city  where  you  were  born,  and  are 
beft  known;)  have  been  obliged  to  accept  a  feat 
from  one  of  the  out  counties,  the  remoteft  of  the 
province  !-^-It  is  known,  Sir,  to  the  perfons  who 
propofed  me,  that  I  was  firft  chofen  again  ft  my 
inclination;  and  againft  my  entreaties  that  I  might 
be  fuflfered  to  remain  a  private  man.     In  none  of 
the  14  elections  you  mention  did/I  ever  appear  as 
a  candidate.     I  never  did,  diredtly,  or  indirectly 
folicit  any  man's  vote.  For  fix  of  the  years  in  which 
I  was  annually  chofen,  Iwasabfent;  refidingin 
England ;  during  all  which  time,  your  fecret  and 
open  attacks  upon  my  character  and  reputation 
were  inceffont ;    and  yet  you  gained  no  ground. 
And  can  you  really,  Gentlemen,  find  matter  of 
triumph  in  this  rejection  as  you  call  it  ? — A  mo^ 
ment's  reflection  on  the  means  by  which  it  was 
obtained,  mult  make  you  afhamed  of  it. 

Not  only  my  duty  to  the  crown,  in  carrying* the 
pod-office  adt  more  duly  into  execution,  was  made 
ufe  of  to  exafperate  the  ignorant,  as  if  I  wasen- 
cre^fing  my  own  profits,  by  picking  their  pockets; 
but  my  very  zeal  in  oppofing  the  murderers,  and 
fupporting  the  authority  of  government;  apd  eyen ; 

my./ 
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.my  humanity,  with  regard  to  the  innocent  Indians 
•under  our  protection ;  were  muftered  among  my 
offences,  to  ftir  up  againft  me  thofe  religious  bi- 
gots, who  are  of  all  favages  the  moft  brutfth.  Add 
to  this  the  numberlefs  falfhoods  propagated  as 
truths  i  and  the  many  perjuries  procured  among 
the  wretched  rabble  brpught  to  fwear  themfelves 
intitled  to  a  vote ; — And  yet  fo  poor  a  fuperiorky 
obtained  at  all  this  expence  of  honour  ami  con- 
fcience !  can  this,  Gentlemen,  be  matter  of  tri- 
umph ?  Enjoy  it  then.  Your  exultation,  however, 
was  fhort. — Your  artifices  did  not  prevail  every 
where;  nor  your  double  tickets,  and  whole  boxes 
of  forged  votes.  A  great  majority  of  die  new 
chofen  affembly  were  of  the  old  members,  and 
remain  uncorrupted.  They  ftill  flood  firm  for  die 
people,  and  will  obtain  juftice  from  the  proprieta- 
ries. But  what  does  that  avail  to  you,  who  are  in 
the  proprietary  intereft  ?  And  what  comfort  oan 
it  afford  ypu,  when,  by  the  affembly 's  choice  of 
an  agent y  it  appears  that  the  fame,  to  you  obnoxi- 
ous, man,  (notwithftanding  all  your  venomous 
inve&ives  againft  him)  ftill  retains  fo  great  a&are 
of  the  public  confidence  ? 

But  "thisftep,  you  fay,  gives  you  the  more 
4€  lively  affliction  $  as  it  is  taken  at  the  very  mo- 
*$  ment  when  you  were  informed  by  a  member 
4€  of  the  houfe,  that  the  governor  had  affured  him 
*<  of  his  having  received  inftru&ions  from  the 
€€  proprietaries,  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  taxation 
*€  of  their  eftates*  in  the  fame  manner  that*he 

"  eftates 
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fC  eftates  of  other  perfons  are  to  be  taxed  \  and  alfo 
"  to  confirm^    for    the   public   ufe,    the  feveral 
"  fquares  formerly  claimed  by  the  city/'— O  the 
force  of  friendfhip  !  the  power  of  intereft !  What 
politenefs  they  infufe  into  a  writer,  and  what  de- 
licate expreflions  they  produce ! — The  difpute  be- 
tween the  proprietaries  and   us  was  about    the 
quantum j  the  rate  of  their  taxation;  and  not  about 
the  manner;  But  now,  when  all  the  world  con- 
demns them  for  requiring  a  partial  exemption  of 
their  eftates,  and  they  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  an 
honeft  equality,  it  is  called  "  ajfenting  to  be  taxed 
<c  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  people.  " — Their 
rejlitution  of  five  public  fquares  in  the  plan  of  the 
city,  which  they  had  near  forty  years  unjuftly  and 
difhonourably  feized  and  detained  from  us,  (direct- 
ing their  furveyor  to  map  ftreets  over  them,  in 
order  to  turn  them  into  lots,  and  their  officers  to 
fell  a  part  of  them ;)  this  their  di/gorging,  is  ibftly 
called  confirming  them  for  the  public  ufe  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  the  plain  words  "formerly  given  to  the  city, 
"  by  the  firft  proprietary  their  father,"  we  have 
thecautious  pretty  expreffion  of  "  formerly  chimed 
"  by  the  city:"    Yes;   not  only  formerly/ but 
always  claimed,    ever  fince  they   were  promifid 
and  given,  to  encourage  the  fettlers  5  and  ever  will 
be  claimed,  till  we  are  put  in  adtual  pofleflion  of 
them.    It  is  plcafant,  however,  to  fee  how  lightly 
and  tenderly  you  trip  over  thefe  matters,  as  if  you 
trod  upon  eggs. — But  that  "  very  moment  ;" 
that  precious  moment !  Why  was  it  fo  long  der- 
layed?    Why  werethofe  healing  inftru&ions  fo 
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long  withheld  and  concealed  from  the  people  ?  . 
They  were,  itfeems,  brought  over  by  Mr.  Allen*: 
Intelligence  was  received  by  various  hands  from 
London,  that  orders  were  fent  by  the  proprietaries, 
from  which  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  an 
accommodation.  Why  was  the  bringing  and  the 
delivery  of  fuch  orders  fo  long  denied?  The  reafon 
is  ealily  underftood.  Meflieurs  Barclays,  friends 
to  both  proprietaries  and  people,  wifhed  for  that 
Gentleman's  happy  arrival  y  hoping  his  influence^ 
added  to  the  power  and  comthijjions  the  prop  fie* 
faries  had  vefted  him  with,  might  prove  effectual 
in  reftoring  harmony  and  tranquillity  among  us; 
plit  be,  it  feems,  hoped  his  influence  might  do 
tfiebufiriefs,  without  thofe  additions. — There  ap- 
peared on  his  arrival  fome  prbfpedt  (from  fundrv 
circttmftances)  of  a  change  to  be  made  in  the  houfe 
by  the  approaching  election.  The  proprietary 
friends  and  creatures  knew  the  heart  of  their 
matter ;  and  how  extremely  difagreeablc  to  him 
that'  equal  taxation,  that  rejlitution,  and  the  other 
concejjions  to  be  made  for  the  fake  of  a  reconeilia- 
ifion,  muft  neceffarily  be.  They  hoped' therefore 
fo  fp&re  him  all  thofe  mortifications,  and  thereby 

f  Extr ail  of  a  Letter,  da  fed  London,  Auguft  6,  1 764,  from  David 

.  Barclay  and  Sons,  to  Mejficurt  James  and  Drinker. 
4««  We  very  much  wifh  for  William  Alleri*  happy  arrival  on  your 
€'Jfide;  when  we  hope  his  influence,  added  to  the  power  and  eom~ 
"  mifftons  the  proprietaries  have  inverted  him  with,  may  prove  effec- 
"  tual,  in  reiiuring  harmony  and  tranquillity  among  you,  fo  much 
"  to  be  defired  by  every  well-wiiher  to  your  province.  Pray  be  af- 
••  fured  of  our  fmcereft  and  bed  wifhes  for  die  fuccefs  of  this  falutary 
•  ««  work,  and  that  nothing  in  our  power,  to  contribute  thereto,  will 
*«  ever  be  wanting/1 

fecure 
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fecure  a  greater  portion  of  his  favour.  Hence  the 
infhudtions  were  not  produced  to  the  laft  affembly; 
'  though  they  arrived  before  the  September  fitting, 
'when  the  governor  was  .in  town,  and  adtually  did 
bufinefs  with  the  houfe.  Nor  to  the  new  afTembly 
were  they  mentioned ;  till  the  "  very  moment" 
the  fatal  moment,  when  the  houfe  were  on  the 
point  of  choofing  that  wicked  adverfary  of  the 
proprietary,  to  be  an  agent  for  the  province  in 
England. 

but  I  have,  yqjj  fay,  a  "  fixed  enmity  to  the 
"  proprietaries"  and  "  you  believe  it  will  pre- 
€S  elude  all  accommodation  pf  our   difputes   with 
€t  them,  even  on  juft  and  reafonable  terms."— 
And  why  do  you  think  I  ,h^ve  a  fixed  enmity  to 
the  proprietaries  ?     I  have  never  had  any  perfonal 
difference  with  them.    I  am  nb  land-jobber ;  and 
therefore  have  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
their  land-office  qr  officers;  if  I  had,  probably, 
like  others,  I  might  hjave  been  obliged  to  truckle 
to  their  ipeafures,  or  have  had  like  caufes  of  com- 
plaint.— But  our  private  interefts  never  clafhqd ; 
and  all  their  refentment  againfl:  me,  and  mine,  to 
them,  has  been  on  the  puhlic  account.  Let  them 
do  juftice  to  the  people  of.Penfylvania,  a&  ho- 
nourably by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  be- 
come honeftmen;  my  enmity,  if  that's  oftsyiy 
>  confequence,    ceafes   from  tfye  "  very  momenta," 
and,  asfoon  as  I  poflibly  can,   I  promife  to|pye, 
..  honour  and  (  rpiped:  thqm.-^-- In   the  mean  time, 
why  do  yqa  u  t  belie  v  e  it » will  - .preclude  *J1  *c- 
$€  commofaifewrmth  tjiempp  j v^ft  and  reafonable. 

6  g  g  2  "  terms  ?" 
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terms  ?"  Do  you  not  boaft,  that  their  gracious 
condcfcenfions  are  in  the  hands  of  the  governor ; 
and  that  "if  this  had  been  the  ufual  time  for 
"  bufinefs,  his  honour  would  have  fent  them 
"  down  in  a  meffage  to  the  houfe,"  How  then 
can  my  going  to  England  prevent  this  accommo- 
dation ?  The  governor  can  call  the  Houfe  when 
he  pleafes ;  and,  one  would  think,  that,  at  leaft 
in  your  opinion,  my  being  out  of  the  way  would 
be  a  favourable  circumftance.  For  then,  by  "cul- 
tivating the  difpofition  fhcrtvn  by  the  proprie- 
taries, every  reafonable  demand  that  can  be  made 
on  the  part  of  the  people  might  be  obtained : 
in  vigoroufly  infifting  on  which,  you  promifc 
to  unite  moft  earneftly  with  the  reft  of  the 
Houfe/' — It  feems  then  we  have  "  reafonable 
u  demands"  to  make,  and  as  you  call  them  a  lit- 
tle higher,  equitable  demands.  This  is  much  for 
proprietary  minions  to  own;  But  you  are  all 
growing  better,  in  imitation  of  your  mafter,  which 
is  indeed' very  commendable.  And  if  the  accom- 
modation here  (hould  fail,  I  hope  that  though  you 
diflik«  the  perfon  a  majority  of  two  to  one  in  the 
-  Houfe  have  thought  fit  to  appoint  an  agent ;  you 
will  neverthelefe,  in  duty  to  your  country,  con- 
tinue the  noble  refolution  of  uniting  with  the  reft 
of  the  Houfe,  in  vigoroufly  infifting  on  that  equity 
and  jujtice,  which  fuch  an  union  will  undoubtedly 
obtain  for  us. 

I  pafs  over  the  trivial  charge  againft  the  Af- 

fembly,  that  they  "  a&ed  with  unnecejjary  hajie 

.  u  \n  ~-~wdiner  to  this  appointment,  without 

making 
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*€  making  a  fmall  adjournment,"  &c.  and  your 
affe<2ted  apprehenfions  of  danger  from  that  hafte. 
The  necelfity  of  expedition  on  this  occafion  is  as 
obvious  to  every  one  out  of  doors,  as  it  was  to  thofc 
within;  and  the  fears  you  mention  are  not,  I  fancy, 
confiderable  enough  to  break  your  reft. — I  come 
then  to  your  high  charge  againft  me,  "  That  I 
"  heretofore  ventured,  contrary  to  an  ad  of  Af- 
<c  fembly,  to  place  the  public  money  in  the  ftocks; 
"  whereby  this  province  fuffered  a  lofs  of  6000I. 
4€  and  that  fum,  added  to  the  5000I.  granted  for 
cc  my  expences,  makes  the  whole  coft  of  my  for- 
*'  mer  voyage  to  England  amount  to  Eleven 
«  thousand  pounds  !" — How  wifely  was  that 
form  in  our  laws  contrived,  which  when  a  man 
is  arraigned  for  his  life,  requires  the  evidence  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth !  The  reafon  is  manifeft.     A  falfhood 
may  deft  roy  the  innocent;  fo  may part  of a  -truth 
without  the  whole ;  and  a  mixture  of  truth  and 
falfhood  may  be  full  as  pernicious.     You,  Mr. 
Chief  Juftice,  and  the  other  juftices  among  the 
protefters,  and  you,  Sir,  who  are  a  Counfellor  at 
Law;  muft  all  of  you  be  well  acquainted  with 
this  excellent  form ;  and  when  you  arraigned  my 
reputation  (dearer  to  me  than  life)  before  the  Af- 
fembly,  and  now  at  the  refpe&ahle  tribunal  of 
the  public ;  would  it  not  have  well  become  your 
Honours  to  have  had  fome  fmall  regard  at  leaft  to 
the  fpirit  of  that  form  ?— You  might  have  men- 
tioned, that  the  direction  of  the  aft  to  lodge  the 
money  in  the  Bank,  fubjeft  to  the  drafts  of  the 

truftees 
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trufteesofthe  loan-office  here,  wasimpra&icable; 
that  the  bank  refufed  to  receive  it  on  thofe  terms  ; 
it  beingcontrary  to  their  fettled  rules  to  takecharge 
of  money  fubjedt  to  the  orders  of  unknown  people 
living  in  diftant  countries.  You  might  have  men- 
tioned, that  the  houfe  being  informed  of  this, 
and  having  no  immediate  call  for  the  money,  did 
themfehes  adopt  the  meafure  of  placing  it  in  the 
ftocks,  which  then  were  low ;  where  it  might 
on  a  peace  produce  a  confiderable  profit,  and  in 
the  mean  time  accumulate  an  intereft :  That 
they  even  pafled  a  bill,  directing  the  fubfequent 
fums  granted  by  parliameht,  to  be  placed  with  the 
former :  that  the  meafure  was  prudent  and  fafe ; 
and  that  the  lofs  arofe,  not  from  placing  the  money 
in  the  ftocks,  but  from  the  imprudent  and  lin- 
neceflary  drawing  itout  at  the  very  tiphe  when 
they  were  loweft,  on  fome  flight  Uncertain  rumours 
of  a  peace  concluded :  that  if  the  aflcmbly  had  let 
it  remain  another  year,  inftead  of  lofing  they  would 
have  gained  Six  Thoufand pounds ;  and  that  after 
all,  fince  the  exchange  at  which  they  fold  their 
bills,  was  near  twenty  per  cent,  higher  when  they 
drew  than  when  the  ftocks  were  purchafed,  the 
lofs  was  far  from  being  fo  great  as  you  reprefent it. 
All  thefe  things  you  might  Have  faid;  for  they  are, 
and  you  know  them  to  be,  part  of  the  whole  truth  ; 
but  they  would  have  fpoiled  your  acQUfotidn.— 
The  late  fpeaker  of  your  hondurahle  Houfe,  Mr* 
Norrisy  (who  has,  I  fuppofe,  ill  rtiy  letters  to 
him,  and  copies  of  Kis  own  to. me,  relating* to 
that  tranfa&ion)  can  teftify  with  how  much  in- 

■■•■•-      tegrtty 


[P.  P.]  as  Provincial } Agent.  415 

tegrity  and  clearnefs  I  managed  the  whole  affair* 
All  the  Houfe  were  fenfible  of  it, '  being  from 
time  to  time  fully  acquainted  with  the  fatts. — If  I 
had  gone  to  gaming  in  the  flocks  with  the  public 
money,  and  through  my  fault  a  fum  was  loft,  as 
your  proteft  would  infinuate ;  why  was  I  not  cen- 
iiined  and  punifhed  for  it  when  I  returned  ?  You, 
honourable  Sir  (my  enemy  of  feven  years  ftanding) 
was  then  in  the  Houfe.  You  were  appointed  on 
the  committee  for  examining  my  accounts ;  you 
reported  that  you  found  them  juft,  and  figned  that 
report*. — 1  never1  folicited  the  employ  of  agent; 

I  made 

•  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Benjamin  Franklin'/  Accounts* 
"  la  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  we  have  examined  die 
••  account  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efqj  with  the  vouchers  to  us  nro- 
"  duced  in  fupport  thereof;  and  do  find  the  feme  account  to  be  juft, 
"  and  that  he  has  expended,  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  this  pro- 
€€  vince,  the  fum  of  Seven  hundred  and  Fourteen  pounds,  Ten /billing* 
"  and  Seven-pence,  outoif  the  fum  of  Fifteen  hundred  pounds  fterling, 
41  to  him  remitted  and  paid ;  exel  u five  *of  any  allowance  or  charge 
u  for  his  fupport.  and  fervkea  for,  the  province* 

John  Morton,        John  Hughes, 
Wjlliam  Allen,  '  Samuel  Rhoaos, 
February  19,  1763.     John  Ross,  John  Wilkinson, 

John  Moot,  Isaac  Pearson. 

Joseph  Fox, 
4t  The  Houfe  taking  the  foregoing  report  of  the  committee  of  ac- 
<l  counts  into  confideration,  and  having  fpent  feme  time  therein, 
"  Rtfihved, 
"  That  the  fum  of  Five  hundred  pounds  fterling  per  annum  be 
«  allowed  and  given  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq;  late  agent  for  the 
M  province  of  Penfybvania  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  during  his 
"  abfence  of  fix  years  from  his  bufinefc  and  connections,  in  the  fer- 
•*  vice  of  the  public ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  alfo  given 
"  to  the  faid  Gentleman  by  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the  chair ;  as  well 
"  for  the  faithful  di (charge  of  hi6  duty  to  this  province  in  particular, 
"  as  for  the  many  and  important  fervkes  done  Amerka  in  general, 
44  during  his  rciidencc  in  Great  Britain."      * 

Tbnrfdaji 
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I  made  no  bargain  for  my  future  fervice,  when  I 
was  ordered  to  England  by  the  aflembly  ;  nor  did 
they  vote  me  any  talary.  I  lived  there  near  fix 
years  at  my  own  expence ;  and  I  made  no  charge 
or  demand  when  I  came  home.  You,  Sir,  of  all 
others,  was  the  very  member  that  propofed  (for 
the  honour  and  juftice  of  the  Houfe)  a  compenfa— 
tion  to  be  made  me  of  the  Five  thoufand }  pounds: 
you  mention.  Was  it  with  an  intent  to  reproach* 
me  thus  publicly  for  accepting  it  ? — I  thanked  the 
Houfe  for  it  then,  and  I  thank  you  now  for  pro- 
posing it :  Though  you,  who  have  lived  in  Eng- 
land, can  eafily  conceive,  that  befides  the  prejudice 
to  my  private  affairs  by  my  abfence,  a  'Thoufand 
founds  more  would  got  have  reimburfed  me.— 
The  money  voted  was  immediately  paid  me.  But 
if  I  hadoccafioned  the  lofs  of  Six  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  province,  here  was  a  fair  opportunity  of 
fecuring  eafily  the  greateft  part  of  it;  why  was 
hot  the  Five  thoufand  pounds  deduded, ,  and  the 
remainder  called  for  ?  The  reafon  is,  thi&acctr* 
f^tion  was  not  thenin vented.— Permit  me  to  add,, 

Tburfday,.  March  $l9  1 763. 

"  Pnrfuant  to  a  refelve  of  the  nineteenth  of  faft  month,  that  the 
44  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Benjamin  Franklin*  Efq;  for 
"  his  many  fervices  not  only  to  the  province  of  Penjjflvamat  bat  to 
"  America  in  general,  during  his  late^agency  at  the  court  of  Great 
"  Britain  ;  the  fame  were  this  day  accordingly  given  in  form  from 
"  the  chair. ——To  which  Mr.  Franklin,  refpe&fully  addreffing 
"  himfelf.  to  the  Speaker,  made  anfwer*  That  he.  was.  thankful  .to 
"  the  Houfe,  for  the  very  handfbme  and  generous  allowance  they 
"  had  been  pleafed  to  make  him  for  his  fervices ;  but  that  the  ap- 
"  probation  of  this  Houfe  was,  in  his  eitimation,  far  above  every 
.  M.  other  kind  ofxeoompencc."        Frtet,  1763. 

th»t 
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that  fuppofing  the  whole  Eleven  thoufand pounds 
an  expence  occafioned  by  my  voyage  to  England  1 
yet  the  taxation  of  the  proprietary  eftate  now  efta- 
blifhed,  will,  when  valued  by  years  purchafe,  be 
found  in  time  an  advantage  to  the  public,  far  ex- 
ceeding that  expence.  And  if  the  expence  is  at 
prefent  a  burthen,  the  odium  of  it  ought  to  lie 
on  thofe  who,  by  their  injuftice,  made  the  voyage 
neceflary ;  and  not  on  me,  who  only  fubmitted 
to  the  orders  of  the  houfe,  in  undertaking  it. 

I  am  now  to  take  leave  (perhaps  a  laft  leave) 
of  the  country  I  love,  and  in  which  I  have  fpent 
thegreateft  part  of  my  life.— Esto  perpetua- 
—I  wifli  every  kind  of  profperity  to  my  friends* 
•—and  I  forgive  my  enemies  *•. 


Philadelphia   Nor.  B   Franklin. 

5»  I764- 


*  [Dr.  Franklin  appears  from  this  pafTage  to  have  been  on  the 
point  of  returning  to  England*    See  alfo  his  Examination,  p.  294... 
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Preface  by  a  Member  of  the  Penfyhanian  Affembh 
[viz.  Dr.  Franklin]"/*  the  Speech  of  Jofeph 
Galloway,  E'fq;  me  of  the  Members  for  Phila- 
delphia County ;  in  Anfwer  to  the  Speech  of 
John  Dickinfon,  Efq;  delivered  in  the  Houfe 
of  AJfembfy  of  the  Province  of  Penfyhanta, 
May  24,  1764;— on  Occafion  of  a  Petition 
drawn  up  by  Order,  and  then  under  the  Confe- 
deration of  the  Houfe  9  praying  His  Majejlyfor  a 
Royal,  in  lieu  of  a  Proprietary,  Government  *• 

TT  is  not  merely  becaufe  Mr.  Dickinfon  %  fpeech 
*  waa  ufl^red  into  the  \Yorld  by  a  preface*  that 
one  is  ma^e  to  this  of  Mr.  Galloway.    But  as  in 

*  [As  I  am  very  much  unacquainted  with  the  hiftory  and  prin- 
ciples of  thefe  provincial  politics,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  fome  im- 
perfect anecdotes  concerning  the  parties,  &c. — A  fpeech  which  Mr. 
Dickinfon  had  delivered  in  the  Penfylvania  aflembly  againft  the  abo- 
lition of  the  proprietary  government,  having  been  published,  and  a 
preface  having  been  written  to  it  as  I  think  by  a  Dr.  Smith ;  Mr. 
Galloway's  fpeech  was  held  forth  as  a  proper  anfwer  to  fh4t  i^aqed!, 
while  the  preface  to  it  appeared  balanced  by  the  above  preface  from 
I)r.  Franklin.  Mr.  Galloway's  fpeech,  or  probity  theOfelvertife- 
ment  that  attended  it,  urged,  I  believe,  Mr.  Dickinfon  firft  to  a  chal- 
lenge, and  then  to  a  printed  reply. The  controverfy  was  quickly 

republiftied  in  England,  or  at  lead  the  principal  parts  of  it ;  and  it 
is  from  the  Engliih  edition  of  Mr.  Galloway's  fpeech,  (printed  in 
London  by  Nichols  in  1765)  that  I  have  copied  the  above. 

Thefe  feveral  gentlemen  however  feem  for  a  time  tp  have  better 
agreed  in  their  fubfequent  opinions,  concerning  American  taxation 
by  Great  Britain ;  Mr.  Dickinfon  in  particular  having  taken  a  very 
fpirited  line  in  the  Farmer's  Letters  and  other  pieces,  which  procured 
bim  confiderable  reputation.  The  Congrefs  declaration  neverthelefs 
for  independence,  was  reported  not  to  have  given  perfect  fatisfa&ion, 
at  firft,  either  to  himfelf  or  to  Mr.  Galloway.  And  in  the  event, 
Mr.  Galloway,  thought  proper  to  come  over  to  General  Howe,  and 
afterwards  to  embark  for  England.    E.J 

that 
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that  preface  a  number  of  afperfions  were  thrown 
on  our  aflfemblies,  and  their  proceedings  grofly 
mifreprefented ;  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  wipe 
thofe  afperfions  off  by  fome  proper  animadverfions; 
and  by  a  true  ftate  of  fadts,  to  redtify  thofe  mif- 
reprefentations. 

The  preface  begins  with  faying,  that  *  Gover- 
€  nor  Denny,  (whofe  adminiftration  will  never  be 
*  mentioned  but  with  difgrace  in  the  annals  of 
€  this  province,)  was  induced  by  confiderations  to 
€  which  the  world  is  now  no  ftranger,  to  pafs 
€  fundry  a&s,'  &c.  thus  infinuating,  that  by  fome 
unufual  bafe  bargain  fecretly  made,  but  afterwards 
discovered,  he  was  induced  to  pafs  them. 

It  is  fit,  therefore,  without  undertaking  to  jus- 
tify all  that  Governor's  adminiftration,  to  fhew 
*wbat  thofe  confideratidns  were.— Ever  fince  the 
revenue  of  the  quit-rents  firft,  and  after  that,  the 
revenue  of  tavern-licences,  were  fettled  irrevo- 
cably on  our  proprietors  and  governors ;  they  have 
t  looked  on  thofe  incomes  as  their  proper  eftate, 
for  which  they  were  under  no  obligations  to  the 
people  :  and  when  they  afterwards  concurred  in 
pafling  any  ufeful  laws,  they  confidered  them  as 
fo  many  jobs,  for  which  they  ought  to  be  par- 
ticularly paid.     Hence  arofe  the  cuftom  of  pre- 
fents  twice  a  year  to  the  Governors,  at  the  clofe 
of  each  fefiion  in  which  laws  were  pafled,  given 
at  the  time  of  pafling  :  they  ufually  amounted  to 
a  thoufand  pounds  per  annum.     But  when  the 
Governors  and  Aflemblies  difagrSed,  fo  that  laws 

H  h  h  2  were 
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were  not,  paffed,  the  prefents  -were  withheld.-*^ 
When  a  difpofition  Jo  agree  enfued,  there  fome- 
times  ftill  remained  fomtdiffidence.  The  Governors 
would  not  pafs  the  laws  that  were  wanted,  with- 
out being  fure  of  the  money,  even  all  that  they 
called  their  arrears ;  nor  the  Affemblies  give  the 
money  without  being  fure  of  the  laws.  Thence 
the  neceffity  of  fome  private  conference,  in  which 
mutual  afiurances  of  good  faith  might  be  received 
and  given,  that  the  tranfadions  (hould  go  hand 
in  hand. — What  name  the  impartial  reader  wHl 
give  to  this  kind  of  commerce,  I  cannot  fay:  To 
xne  it  appears  an  extortion  of  more  money  from 
the  people,  for  that  to  which  they  haji  before,  aa 
undoubted  right,  both  by  the  conftitution  and  by 
purchafe;  but  there  was  no  other  (hop  they  could 
jgo  to  for  the  commodity  they  wanted,]  and  they 
were  obliged  to  comply.  Time  eflablUhed  the 
cuftom,  and  made  it  feem  honeft'.j  fo  that  our 
Governors,  even  thofe  of  the  moil  undoubted 
honour,  have  pra&ifed  it.  —  Governor  'Thomas, 
after  a  long  mifunderftanding  with  the  Aflembly, 
went  more  openly  to  work  with  them  in  manag- 
ing this  commerce,  and  they  with  him* .  The 
fa£t  is  curious,  as  it  ftands  recorded  in  the  votes 
of  1742-3.  Sundry  bills  fent  up  to  the  Governor 
for  his  affent  had  lain  long  in  his  hands,  without 
any  anfwer.  Jan.  4.  the  Houfe  *  Ordered,  That 
€  Thomas  Leech  and  Edward  Warner  wait  upon 
€  the  Governor;  and  acquaint  him,  that  the  Houfe 
4  had  long  waited  for  his  refult  on  the  bills  that 
1  lie  before  him,  and  defire  to  know  when  they 

4  may 
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c  may  expecft  it :'  The  gentlemen  return,  and  re- 
port, *  That  they  waited  upon  the  Governor,  and 
€  delivered  the  meflage  of  the  Houfe  according  to 
9  order ;  and  that  the  Governor  was  pleafed  to  fay, 

*  He  had  had  the  bills  long  under  conii deration, 

*  and  waited  the  refult  of  the  Houfe'  The  Houfe 
well  underftood  this  hint;  and  immediately  re- 
folved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
take  what  was  called  the  Governor  s  fupport  into 
conlideration  ;  in  which  they  made  (the  minutes 
^ay)  fome  Progrefs  >  and  the  next  morning  it  ap- 
pears, that  that  progrefs,  whatever  it  was,  had 
been  communicated  to  him ;  for  he  fdnt  them 
down  this  meflage  by  his  fecretary:  '  Mr.  Speaker, 
f  The  Governor  commands  me  to  acquaint  you, 

*  that  as  he  has  received  aflurances  of  a  good  dif- 
€  poftion  in  the  Houfe,  he  thinks  it  incumbent  on 
€  him  to  fhew  the  Hie  on  his  part;  and  therefore 
€  fends  down  the  bills  which  lay  before .  him, 
f  without  any  amendment/  As  this  meflage  only 
(hewed  a  good  difpofition,  but  contained  no  pro- 
mife  to  pafs  the  bills,  the  Houfe  feem  to  have  had 
their  doubts;  and  therefore,  February  2,  when 
they  came  to  refolve,  on  the  report  of  the  grand 
committee,  to  give  the  money,  they  guarded  their 
refolves  very  cautioufly,  viz.  *  Refolved,  That  on 
€  the  pa/fage  of  fuch  bills  as  now  lie  before  the 
€  Governor,  (the  naturalization   bill,    and  fuch 

*  other  bills  as  may  be  prefented  to  him  during 

*  this  fitting)  there  be  paid  him  the  fumofFrw 

*  hundred  pounds.      Refolved  alfo,  That  on  the 
€  paflage  of  fuch  bills  as  now  lie  before  the  Go- 

(  vernor 
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€  vernor  (the  naturalization  bill,  andfuch  other 
€  bills  as  may  be  prefented  to  him  this  fitting) 
€  there  be  paid  to  the  Governor  the  further  fum 

*  of  One  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  current  year's 
€  fupport ;  and  that  orders  be  drawn  an  the  trea- 
f  furer  and  truftees  of  the  loan-office,  purfuant  to 
€  thefe  refolves/  The  orders  were  accordingly 
drawn;  with  which  being  acquainted,  he  ap- 
pointed a  time  to  pafs  the  bills ;  which  was  done 
with  one  hand,  while  he  received  the  orders  in 
the  other :  and  then  with  the  utmoft  politenefs 
[he]  thanked  the  Houfe  for  the  Fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  as  if  it  had  been  a  pure  free  gift,  and  a 
mere  mark  of  their  refpedfc  and  affe&ion.  '  I  thank 
€  you,  Gentlemen  (fays  he)  for  this  inftance  of 
c  your  regard;  which  1  am  the  more  pleafed  with, 

*  as  it  gives  an  agreeable  pro£pcd:o£ future  har- 
€  mony  between  me  and  the  reprefentatives  ofthe 
f  people/ — This,  reader,  is  an  exa&  counterpart 
of  the  tranfadfcion  with  Governor  Denny ;  except 
that  Denny  fent  word  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  would 
pafs  the  bills  before  they  voted  the  fupport*  And 
yet  here  was  no  proprietary  clamour  abqut  bri- 
bery, &c— And  why  fo  ?  Why  at  that  time  the 
proprietary  family,  by  virtue  of  zjecret  bond they 
had  obtained  of  the  Governor  at  his  appointment* 
were  to  Jbare  with  him  the  fums  fo  obtained  of  the 
people ! 

This  refervation  of  the  proprietaries  they  were 

at  that  time  a  little  afhamed  of;  and  therefore 

fuch  bonds  were  then  to  be  fecrets.     But  as  in 

every  Jfcigd  of  finning  frequent  repetition  leflens 

•\  fhame, 
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(hame,  and  increafes  boldnefs ;  wc  find  the  pro- 
prietaries ten  years  afterwards,  openly  infifting  on 
thefe  advantages  to  themfelves,  over  and  above  what 
was  paid  to  their  deputy :  €  Wherefore  (fay  they  *) 
on  this  occafion  it  is  neceflary  that  we  fhould 
inform  the  people,  through  yourfelves  their  re- 
prefentatives $  that  as  by  the  conftitution  our 
consent  is  necessary  to  their  laws,    at 
the  fame  time  that  they  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  fuch  as  are  neceflary  for  the  defence  and  real 
ferviCe  of  the  country;  fo  it  will  tend  the  better 
to  facilitate  the  feveral  matters  which  mult  be 
trapfaded  with  us,  for  their  reprefentatives  to 
fhew  a  regard  to  us  and  our  interest/     This 
was  in  their  dnfwer  to  the  reprefentation  of  the 
aflembly,  [Votes,  December,  1754,  p.  48."]  on 
th6  juftice  of  their  contributing  to  Indian  expences, 
which  they  had  refufed. — And  on  this  claufe  the 
committee  make  the  following  reiiiarkt  'They 

*  tell  us,  their  conferit  is  rieceflary  to  oiir  laws, 
4  and  that  it  will  tend  the  better  to  facilitate  the 

*  matters  which  muft  be  tranfa&ed  with  them, 
-*  for  the  reprefentatives  td  (hew  a  regard  to  their 
€  interest:  That  is,  (as  we  underftartd  it) 
c  though  the  Proprietaries,  have  a  deputy  here, 
c  fupported  by  th6  province,  who  is,  or  ought  to 
€  be,  fully  impowered  to  pafs  all  laws  neceflary  for 
f  the  fervice  of  the  country ;  yet,  before  we  Can 

*  obtain  fuch  laws,  we  muft  facilitate  their  paflage 
€  by  paying  money  for  the  proprietaries,  which 
€  they  ought  to  pay ;  or  in  fome  fhape  make  it 

#  [i.  c.  to  the  Aflembly.    E.] 

*  their 


424     PHEFACtf/0 Mr.  Galloway  fs  Speech. 

*  their  particular  interest  to  pafs  them.  W& 
€i  hope,  however,  that  if  this  practice  has  eve* 
€  been  begun,  it  will  never  be  continued  in  this 

*  province ;  and  that  fince,  as  this  very  paragraph 

*  allows,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to.  fuch 

*  laws,  we  fliall  always  be  able  to  obtain  them  from 
€  the  goodnefs  of  our  fovereign,  without  going  to 
4  market  for  them  to  afubjcdt.9 — Time  has  fhewn 
that  thofe  hopes  were  vain;  they  have  been  obliged 
to  go  to  that  market  ever  fince,,  direfitly  or  indi- 
rectly; or  go  without  their  laws.  The  practice 
has  continued  :  and  will  continue,,  as  long  as  the 
proprietary  government  fubfifts,  intervening  be- 
tween the  crown  and  the  people. 

Do  not,  my  courteous  reader,  take  pet  at  our 
proprietary  conftitution,  for  thefe  our  bargain  and 
fale  proceedings  in  legiflation. — It  is  a  happy 
country  where  juftice^  and  what  was  your  own 
before,  can  be  had  for  ready  money.  It  is  anoi- 
ther  addition  to  the  value  of  money,  and  of 
courfe  another  fpur  to  induftry. — Every  land  is 
not  fo  blefled.  There  are  countries  where  the 
princely  proprietor  claims  to  be  lord  of  all  pro- 
perty, where  what  is  your  own  fliall  not  only  be 
wrefted  from  you ;  but  the  money  you  give  to  have 
it  reftored  fliall  be  kept  with  it;  and  your  offering 
fo  much,  being  a  fign  of  your  being  too  rich,  you 
fliall  be  plundered  of  every  thing  that  remained. 
Thefe  times  are  not  come  here  yet :  Your  prefent 
proprietors  have  never  been  more  unreasonable 
hitherto,  than  barely  to  infift  on  your  fighting  in 
defence  of  their  property,  and  paying  theexpence 

your- 
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yourfelves  5  or  if  their  eftates  muft  [ah  !  mujl]  be 
taxed  towards  it,  that  the  bcjl  of  their  lands  {hall 
be  taxed  no  higher  than  the  worji  of  yours. 

Pardon  this  digreffion,  and  I  return  to  Gover- 
nor Denny ; — But  firft  let  me  do  Governor  Ha- 
milton the  juftice  to  obferve,  that  whether  from 
the  uprightnefs  of  his  own  difpofition,  or  from 
the  odious  light  the  practice  had  been  fet  in  on 
Denny's  account,  or  from  both;  he  did  not  at- 
tempt thefe  bargains,  but  pafled  fuch  laws  as  he 
thought  fit  to  pafs,  without  any  previous  ftipula- 
tion  of  pay  for  them.  But  then,  when  he  faw 
the  aflembly  tardy  in  the  payment  he  expected, 
and  yet  calling  upon  him  ftill  to  pafs  more  laws ; 
he  openly  put  them  in  mind  of  the  money,  as  a 
debt  due  to  him  from  cuftom.  •  in  the  courfe 
'  of  the  prefent  year  (fays  he,  in  his  meffage  of 
'  July  8,  1763,)  a  great  deal  of  public  bufmefe 
1  hath  been  tran  faded  by  me,  and  I  believe  as 
'  many  ufeful  laws  enadted,  as  by  any  of  my  pre- 

*  deceflbrs  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time ;  yet  I  have 

*  not  underftood  that  any  allowance  hath  hitherto 

*  been  made  to  me  for  my  fupport,  as  hath  been 

*  cuftomary  in  this  province/  The  houfe  having 
then  fome  bills  in  hand,  took  the  matter  into  im- 
mediate confederation,  and  voted  him  five  hundred 
pounds;  for  which  an  order  or  certificate  was 
accordingly  drawn  :  And  on  the  fame  day  tl^ 
fpeaker,  after  the  houfe  had  been  with  the  gover- 
nor, reported,  €  That  his  Honour  had  been  pieafeci 
4  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  bills,  by  enadtihg  the 
«  fame  into  laws.     And  Mr.  Speaker  farther  re* 

I  i  i  -   *  ported, 
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4  ported,  That  he  had  then,  in  behalf  of  the  houfe, 
4  prefented  their  certificateof  FivehundredPounds 
4  to  the  Governor;  who  was  pleafed  to  fay,  he  was 
*  obliged  to  the  houfe  for  the  fame/ — Thus  we 
fee  the  practice  of  purchafing  and  paying  for  laws 
is  interwoven  with  our  proprietary  conftitution, 
ufed  in  the  beft  times,  and  under  the  beft Gover- 
nors,— And  yet,  alas  poor  aflembly !  how  will 
you  fteer  your  brittle  bark  between  thefe  rocks  ? 
If  you  pay  ready  money  for  your  laws,  and  thofe 
laws  are  not  liked  by  the  proprietaries,  you  are 
charged  with  bribery  and  corruption  :  If  you  wait 
a  while  before  you  pay,  you  are  accufed  of  detain- 
ing the  Governor's  cuftomary  right,  and  dunned 
as  a  negligent  or  difhoneft  debtor,  that  refufes  to 
difcharge  a  j  uft  debt ! 

But  Governor  Denny  %  cafe,  I  (hall  be  told, 
differs  from  all  thefe;  for  the  a£ts  he  was  induced 
to  pafs  were,  as  the  Prefacer  tells  us,  *  contrary 
4  to  bis  duty,  and  to  every  tie  of  honour  and  juf- 
4  tice.'  Such  is  the  imperfection  of  our  language, 
and  perhaps  of  all  other  languages,  that  notwith- 
standing we  are  furniflied  with  didionaries  innu- 
merable, we  cannot  precifely  know  the  import 
of  words,  unlefs  we  know  of  what  party  the  man 
is  that  ufes  them. — In  the  mouth  of  an  ajfembly* 
many  or  true  Penfylvanian,  €€  contrary  to  his  duty 
44  and  to  every  tie  of  honour  and  juitice,"  would 
mean;  the  Governor's  long.refufal  to  pafs  laws, 
however  juft  and  neceflary,  for  taxing  the  pro- 
prietary eftatc :  A  refufal,  contrary  to  the  truft 
3  repofed 
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repofed  in  the  Lieutenant-Governor  by  the  royal 
charter  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  whofe  welfare 
it  was  his  duty  to  promote ;  and  to  the  nature  of 
the  contract  made  between  the  Governor  and  the 
governed,  when  the  quit-rents  and  licence  fees 
were  eftablifhed,  which  confirmed  what  the  pro- 
prietaries call  oiir  "  undoubted  right"  to  neceflary  . 
laws, — But  in  the  mouth  of  the  Proprietaries,  or 
their  creatures,  "contrary  to  his  duty,  and  to 
44  every  tie  of  juftice  and  honour,"  means  his  paf- 
ing  laws  contrary  to  proprietary  inftru&ions ;  and 
contrary  to  the  bonds  he  had  previoufly  given  to 
obferve  thofe  inflxudtions :  Inftru&ions  how- 
ever, that  were  unjuft  and  unconftitutional ;  and 
bonds,  that  were  illegal  and  void  from  the  be- 
ginning. ,  . 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  nvickednefs  of  Go- 
vernor Denny  in  pafling,  and  of  the  aflembly  in 
prevailing  with  him  to  pafs,  thofe  adts.     By  the 
Prefacer's  account  of  them,  you  would  think  the 
laws  fo  obtained  were  d//bad;  for  he  fpeaks  of  but 
/even ;  of  which  fix  he  fays  were  repealed,  and  the 
feventh  reported  to  be  4  fundamentally  wrong 
4  and  unjust,'  *  and  ought  to  be  repealed,  un- 
4  lefs  fix  certain  amendments  were  made  there- 
4  in*.'     Whereas  in  fadt  there  were  nineteen  of 
them ;  and  feveral  of  thofe  muft  have  been  good, 
laws,  for  even  the  Proprietaries  did  not    objedt 
to  them.     Of  the  eleven  that  they  oppofed,  only 

*  This  a&  is  intitled,  An  a&  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the 
Aim  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  (hiking  the  fame  in  bills  of 
•redit,  and  finking  the  bills  by  a  tax  on  alleftatcs  real  and  peribnaL. 

Li  I  2  fix, 
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fix  were  repealed ;  fo  that  it  feems  thefe  good 
Gentlemen  may  themfelves  befometimes  as  wrong 
in  oppofing,  as  the  affembly  in  enafting  laws. 
•—But  the  words  "  fundamentally  wrong  and 
"  unjust"  are  the  great  fund  of  triumph  to  the 
Proprietaries  and  their  partizans.  Thefe  their 
fubfequent  Governors  have  unmercifully  dinned 
in  the  ears  of  the  affembly  on  all  occafions  ever 
iince ;  for  they  make  a  part  of  near  a  dozen  of 
their  meflages. — They  have  rung  the  changes  on 
thofe  words,  till  they  worked  them  up  to  fay  that 
the  law  was  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuft  in 
fix  federal  articles ;  (Governor's  meflage,  May  17, 
1764.)  inftead  of  '  ought  to  be  repealed,  unlefs 
*  fix  alterations  or  amendments  could  be  made 
€  therein.' — A  law  unjuft  in  fix  feveral  articles, 
muft  be  an  unjuft  law  indeed.  Let  us  therefore, 
once  for  all,  examine  this  unjuft  law,  article  by 
article;  in  order  to  fee  whether  our  aflemblies 
have  been  fuch  villains  as  they  have  been  repre- 
fen  ted. 

The  firji  particular  in  which  their  lordftiips 
propofed  the  a£t  fhould  be  amended  was,  (  That 
c  the  real  eftates  to  be  taxed,  be  defined  with  pre- 
'*  cifion  -,  fo  as  not  to  include  the  unfurveyed  wafte 
€  land  belonging  to  the  proprietaries.'— This 
was  at  moft  but  an  obfeurity  to  be  cleared  up« 
and  though  the  law  might  well  appear  to  their 
lordftiips  uncertain  in  that  particular;  with  us, 
who  better  know  our  own  cuftoms,  and  that  the 
proprietaries  wafte  unfurveyed  land  was  never  here 
confidered  among  eftates  real,  fubjedt  to  taxation  % 

there 
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there  was  not  the  leaft  doubt  or  fuppofition,  that 
fuch  lands  were  included  in  the  words  "  all  eftates 
"  real  and  perfonal."  The  agents  therefore*, 
knowing  that  the  aflembly  had  no  intention  to  tax 
thofe  lands,  might  well  fuppofe  they  would  readily 
agree  to  remove  the  obfcurity. — Before  we  go  far- 
ther, let  it  be  obferved,  that  the  main  defign  of 
the  proprietaries  in  oppofing  this  a£t  was,  to  pre- 
vent their  ejlates  being  taxed  at  all.  But  as  they 
know  that  the  dodtrine  of  proprietary  exemption, 
which  they  had  endeavoured  to  enforce  here, 
could  not  be  fupported  there  * ;  they  bent  their 
whole  ftrength  againft  the  a£t  on  other  principles 
to  procure  its  repeal;  pretending  great  willing- 
nefs  to  fubmit  to  an  equitable  tax  5  but  that  the 
aflembly,  (out  of  mere  malice,  becaufe  they  had 
confcientioufly  quit  ted  Quakerifm  for  the  church  !) 
were  wickedly  determined  to  ruin  them,  to  tax 
all  their  unfurveyed  wildernefs-lands,  and  at  the 
higheft  rates ;  and  by  that  means  exempt  them- 
felves  and  the  people,  and  throw  the  whole  bur- 
den of  the  war  on  the  proprietary  family. — How 
foreign  thefe  charges  were  from  the  truth,  need 
not  be  told  to  any  man  in  Penfylvania.  And  as 
the  proprietors  knew  that  the  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  paper  money,  ftruck  for  the  defence 
of  their  enormous  eftates,  with  others  -,  was ,  ac- 
tually iflued,  fpread  through  the  country^  and 
in  the  hands  of  thoufands  of  poor  people,  who 
had  given  their  labour  for  it ;  how  bafe,  cruel, 

.    #  [i.  e.  In  England  I  fuppofe,  when  the  laws  were  brought  honie 
to  receive  the  King's  aiTent.    E.] 

and 
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and  inhuman  it  was  to  endeavour,  by  a  repeal  of 
the  adt,  to  ftrike  the  money  dead  in  thofe  hands 
at  one  blow,  and  reduce  it  all  to  wade  paper;  to 
the  utter  confufion  of  all  trade  and  dealings,  and; 
the  ruin  of  multitudes,  merely  to  avoid  paying: 
their  own  juft  tax! — Words  may  be  wanting  to 
exprefs,— but  minds  will  eafily  conceive,— and 
never  without  abhorrence ! 

The  jecond  amendment   propofcd  by   their 
Lordfhips  was,  €  That  the  located  uncultivated. 

*  lands  belonging  to  the  proprietaries  fhall  not  be 
c  afTefled  higher  than  the  loweft  rate,  at  which  any 

*  located  uncultivated  lands  belonging  to  the  in- 

*  habitants  fhall  he  aflefied.' — Had  there  beea 
any  provifion  in  the  adt,  that  the  proprietaries* 
lands,  and  thofe  of  the  people,  of  the  fame  value, 
fhould  be  taxed  differently,  the  one  high,  and 
the  other  low ;  the  adt  might  well  have  beea 
called  in  this  particular  fundamentally  wrong  and: 
unjuft.  But  as  there  is  no  fuch  claufe,  this  can- 
not be  one  of  the  particulars  on  which  the  charge 
is  founded ;  but,  like  the  firft,  is  merely  a  requi- 
fition  to  make  the  a&  clear ;  by  exprefs  directions 
therein,  that  the  proprietaries  eftate  fhould  not  be, 
as  they  pretended  to  believe  it  would  be,  taxed: 
higher  in  proportion  to  its  value  than  the  eftates 
of  others.^ — As  to  their  prefent  claim,  founded  on; 
that  article,  *  that  the  beft  and  moft  valuable  of 
f  tfKir  lands,  fhould  be  taxed  no  higher  than. 
**  the  worft  and  leaft  valuable  of  the  people's/ 
it  was  not  then  thought  of  j  they  made  no  fuch 
demand  i  nor  did  any  one  dream  that  fo  iniquitous 

j  jLclalnx 
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a  claim  would  ever  be  mftde  by  men  who  had  the 
leaf  I  pretence  to  the  characters  of  honourable  and 
honeft. 

The  third  particular  was,  «  That  all  lands  not 
~€  granted  by  the  proprietaries  within  boroughs  and 
'  towns ;    be  deemed  located  uncultivated  lands, 

*  and  rated  accordingly ;  and  not  as  lots/  Th6 
claufe  in  the  aft  that  this  relates  to  is,    4  And 

*  whereas  many  valuable  lots  of  ground  within 
€  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  thfe  feveral  bo- 

*  roughs  and  towns  within  this  province,  remain 
c  unimproved ;  Be  it  enadted,  &c.  That  alt  fuch 

*  unimproved  lots  of  ground  within  the  city  and 

*  boroughs  aforefeid  (hall  be  rated  and  aflefled 

*  according  to  their  fituation  and  value,  for  and 

*  towards  raifing  the  money  hereby  granted.'— *■ 
The  reader  will  obferve,  that  the  word  is,  alt  un- 
improved lots;  and  that  #// comprehends  the  lots 
belonging  to  the  people,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
proprietary.  There  were  many  of  the  former  5 
and  a  number  belonging  even  to  members  of  the 
then  Aflembly;  and  confidering  the  value,  the 
tax  muft  be  pfoportionably  as  grievous  to  them> 
as  the  proprietary's  to  him. — Is  there  among  us 
a  fingle  man,  even  a  proprietary  relation,  officer, 
or  dependant,  fo  infenfible  of  the  differences  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  fo  confufed  in  his.  notions 
of  juft  and  unjuft;  as  to  think  and  fay,  that  the 
adt  in  this  particular  was  fundamentally  wrong 
and  unjuft  ?  1  believe  not  one. — What  then  could 
their  Lord(hips  mean  by  the  propofed  amendment  ? 
Their  meaning  is  eafily  explained.  The  proprieta- 
ries 
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ries  have  confiderable  tradts  of  land  within  "the 
bounds  of  boroughs  and  towns,  that  have  not  yet 
been  divided  into  lots:  They  pretended. to  be-? 
lieve,  that  by  virtue  of  this  claufe  an  imaginary 
divifion  would  'he  made  of  thofe  lands  into  lots> 
and  an  extravagant  value  fet  on  fuch  imaginary 
lots,  greatly  to  their  prejudice. — It  was  anfwered> 
that  no  fuch  thing  was  intended  by  the  adt*  arid 
that  by  lots  was  meant  only  fuch  ground  as  bad 
been  furveyed  and  divided  into  lots  5  and  not  the 
open  undivided  lands.— If  this  only  is  intended, 
fay  their  lordlhips,  then  let  the  adt  be  amended, 
fo  as  clearly  to  exprefs  what  is  intended.  This  is  - 
the  full  amount  of  the  third  particular. — How  the 
adt  was  underftood  here,  is  well  known  by  the  exe- 
cution of  it  before  the  difpute  came  on  in  Eng- 
land, and  therefore  before  their  lordlhips  opi- 
nion on  the  point  could  be  given  ;  of  which  full 
proof  (hall  prefently  be  made. — In  the  mean  time 
it  appears,  that  the  adt  was  not  on  this  account 
fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuft. 

The  fourth  particular  is,  €  That  the  governor's 
4  confent  and  approbation  be  made  necefTary  to 

*  every  iflue  and  application  of  the  money,  to  be 
4  raifed  by  virtue  of  fuch  adt.' — The  aflembly 
intended  this,  and  thought  they  had  done  it  in 
the  adt.  The  words  of  the  claufe  being,  *  That 
4  [the  commiflioners  named]  or  the  major  part  of 

*  them,  or  of  the  furvivors  of  them,  with  the  con- 
4  fent  or  approbation  of  the  governor  or  com- 
'  mander  in  chief  of  this  province  for  the  time 
4  being ;  fhall  order  and  appoint  the  difpofition  of 

3  *b* 


[P.P.]   Proprietaries  Objections  to  a  Law.       43 3 

€  (be  monies  arifing  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  for  and 
•towards    paying    and   clothing   two   thoufand 

*  feven  hundred  effe&ive  men/  &c.->-lt  was  un- 
derilood  here,  that  as  the  power  of  difpofing  was 
exprefsly  to  be  with  the  confent  and  approbation 
of  the  Governor ;  the  commiffioners  had  no  power 
to  difpofe  of  the  money  without  that  approbation  1 
But  their  lordfhips,  jealous  (as  their  ftation  re- 
quires) of  this  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  being 
better  acquainted  with  the  force  and  weaknefs  ot 
taw  expreflionj  did  not  think  the  claufe  explicit 
enough,  unlefs  the  words  u  and.  not  otherwife" 
Were  added,  or  fome  other  words  equivalent. — 
This  particular  therefore  was  no  more  than  another 
freqiiiution  of  greater  clearnefs  and  precifion ;  ami 
by  no  means  a  foundation  for  the  charge  of  fun*- 
daiiientally  wrong  and  unjuft. 

The^?y&  particular  was,  'That  provincial  cpm- 

*  tniflibners  be  named,  to  hear  and  determine  #p- 
4  pedis y  brought  oh  the  parjtp^  the  inhabitants^ 

*  a£  well  as  the  proprietaries/— -*Fhere  was  already 
fubfifting  a  provifiori  for  the  appointment  of 
county  commiffioners  of  appeal;  by  whom  the 
adl  might  be,  and  actually  has  been  (as  we  fhaH 
preferifly  (hew)  jjuftly  and  impartially  executed 
wkli  regard4  to  the  prbhrietaries;  But  provincial 
commiffioners  appointed  in  tlie  adtit  was  thought 
might  be  ofufe,  in  regulating  and  equalizing  the 
mode's  of  affeflmeat  of  different  counties,  where 
they  werq  unequal  j  and,-  bf  affording  a  feconji 
app^af,  ;ten^diuoref  jto  the  /atisj^^tion  both  of  tke 
proprietaries i  anct  tnfe  people.— THis  particular  was 

Kkk  therefore 
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therefore  a  mere  propofcd  improvement  of  the  adt  *T 
which  could  not  be,  and  was  not,  in  this  refpedt* 
denominated  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuft. 

We  have  now  gone  through  five  of  the  fix  pro- 
pbfed  amendments,  without  difcovering  any  thing 
on  which  that  cenfure  could  be  founded ;  but  the 
JlxtA  remains ;  which  points  at  a  part  of  the  adt 
wherein  we  muft  candidly  acknowledge  there  is 
fomething,  that,  in  their  lord  (hips  view  of  it, 
muft  juftify  their  judgment :  The  words  of  the 
fixth  article  are,  'That  the  payments  by  the 
4  tenants  to  the  proprietaries  of  their  rents,  fhall 
4  be  according  to  the  terms  of  their  refbedtive 
4  grants ;  as  if  fuch  ad:  had  never  been  pafled/— 
This  relates  to  that  claufe  of  the  adt  by  which 
the  paper  money  was  made  a  legal  tender  in  €  dif- 
4  charge  of  all  manner  of  debts,  rents,  fum  and 
4  fums  of  money  whatfoever,  &c.  at  the  rates 
4  afcertained  in  the  adt  of  parliament  made  in  the 
4  fixth  of  Queen  Anne/ — From  the  great  injufticc 
frequently  done  to  creditors,  and  complained  of 
from  the  colonies,  by  the  vaft  depreciation  of 
paper  bills ;  it  was  become  a  general  fixed  princi- 
ple with  the  miniftry,  that  fuch  bills  (whofe  va- 
lue, though  fiifed  in  the  adt,  could  not  be  kept 
fixed  by  the  adt)  ought  not  to  be  made  a  le^al 
tender  in  any  colony  at  thofe  rates.  The  parlia- 
ment had  before  patted  an  adt  to  take  that  tender 
away  in  the  four  New-England  colonies,  and  have 
fince  made  the  adt  general.  This  was  what  their 
lordfiiips  would  therefore  have  propofcd  for  the 
amendment*— -But  it  being  represented,  That  the 
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chief  fupport  of  the  credit  of  the  bills  was  the  le- 
gal tender;  and  that  without  it  they  would  be- 
come of  no  value,  it  was  allowed  generally  to  re- 
main; with  an  exception  to  the  proprietaries  rents, 
where  *  there  was  a  fpecial  contradl  for  payment 
in  another  coin.— It  cannot  be  denied  but  that  this 
was  doing  juftice  to  the  proprietaries;  and  that, 
had  the  requifition  been  in  favour  of  all other ^cre- 
ditors alfo,  the  juftice  had  been  equal,  as  being 
general.  We  do  not  therefore  prefume  to  impeach 
their  lordfhips  judgment,  that  the  a&,  as  it  en- 
forced the  acceptance  of  bills  for  money  at  a  value 
which  they  had  onlv  nominally,  and  not  really ; 
was  in  that  refpett  fundamentally  wrong  and  un- 
juft. — And  yetwe  believe  ihtReader will  not  think 
the  aflembly  fo  much  to  blame,  when  he  confiders 
that  the  making  paper  bills  a  legal  tender  had  been 
the  univerfal  mode  in  America  for  more  than 
threefcore  years ;  that  there  was  fcarce  a  colony 
that  had  not  pra&ifed  that  mode  more  or  lefs : 
That  it  had  always  been  thought  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  give  the  bills  a  credit,  and  there- 
by obtain  from  them  the  ufes  of  money :  That 
the  inconveniencies  were  therefore  fubmitted  to, 
for  the  fake  of  the  greater  conveniences:  That 
ads  innumerable  of   the  like  kind  had  been  ap- 
proved by  the  crown :  And  that  if  the  aflembly 
made  the  bills  a  legal  tender  at  thofe  rates  to  the 
proprietaries ;  they  made  them  alfo  a  legal  tender 
to  themfelves,  and  all  their  constituents ;  many  of 

[Poffibly  this  word  wtar,  mouu  wfemu*    B.  J 
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whom  might  fuffer  in  their  rents,  &c.  as  much 
in  proportion  to  their  eilates  as  the  proprietaries. 
— But  if  he  cannot  on  thefe  confiderations  quite 
excufe  the  aflembly,  what  will  he  think  of  thofe 
honourable  proprietaries ;  who,  when  paper  money 
was  iffued  in  their  colony,  for  the  common  defence 
of  their  vaft  eftates  with  thofe  of  the  people;,  and 
who  muft  therefore  reap  at  leajft  equal  advantages- 
from  thofe  bills  with  the  people ;  could  neverthe- 
lefs  wiih  to  be  exempted  from  their  fhare  of  the  un- 
avoidable difadvantages.  Is  there  upon  earth  a  mail 
befides,  with  any  conception  of  what  is  honed,  with 
any  notion  of  honour,  with  the  leaft  tindture  in  his 
■veins  of  the  Gentleman;  but  would  have  blufhed  at 
the  thought ;  but  would  have  rejeded  with  difdain 
fuch  undue  preference,  if  it  had  been  offered  him  ? 
Much  lefs  would  he  have  ftrugglcd  for  it,  moved 
heaven  and  earth  to  obtain  it,  revived  to  ruin  thou- 
fands  of  his  tenants  by  a  repeal  of  the  ait,  rather 
than  mifs  of  it  * ;  and  enforce  it  afterwards  by  apt 
audacioufly  wicked  inftruftion y  forbidding  aids  to 
his  king,  and  expofing  the  province  to  deftrudtion* 
unlefs  it  was  complied  with.  And  yet, — Thefe  arc 
honourable  men  ^  Here 

\  •■  This  would  have  .been  done,  and  the  money  all  funk  in  the 
hands  of  thq  people  ;  if  the  agents;  B$njamin  Frattifiniaid  Robert 
Ciarks,  had  not  interpofed,  and  .  voluntarily,  without  authority 
from  the  affembly  to  to  do,  but  at  their  own  rtfque;  undertaken 
that  thofe  amendments  flx>uld  be  made,  or  that  they  themfelves  would 
indemnify  the  proprietaries  from  any  damages  they  might  fuftain  for 
want  thereof.  An  a&ion  which,  as  the  prefacer  fays  in  another  oafig, 
*  poftcrity  perhaps  may  find  a  name  for." 

+  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  from  what  fource  our  pspprietariep  haver 
drawn  their  p^acipl©*:  TJ»fcwho»ndyUW  ai3  JxUUcc  as  a  icienc* 

...  have 
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Here  then  we  have  had  a  full  view  of  the  Af- 
Jemi/ys  injuftiee;    about  which   there  has  beea 
fo  much  infolent  triumph  ! — But  let  the  proprie- 
taries and  their  difcreet  deputies  hereafter  recoi- 
led and  remember,  that  the  fame  auguft  tribunal 
which  cenfured  fome  of  the  modes  and  circum- 
ftances  of  that  adt,  did  at  the  fame  time  eftablifli 
and  confirm  the  grand  principle  of  the  a6t,  viz. 
*c  That  the  proprietary  eftate  ought,  with  other 
#f  ellates,  to  be  taxed  :"  And  thereby  did  in  efFedt 
determine  and  pronounce,  that  the  oppofition  fo 
long  made  in  various  fhapes  to  that  j  till  principle 
by  the  proprietaries,  was  fundamentally  wrong 
and  unjust.     An  injuftice  they  were  not,  like 
the  Aflembly,  under  any  neceflity  of  committing 
for  the  public  good ;  or  any  other  neceflity,  but 
what  was  impofed  on  them  by  thofe  hafe  paflions 
that  adt  the  tyrant  in  bad  minds ;  their  felnfhnefe* 
their  pride,  and  their  avarice. 

f  I  have  frequently  mentioned  the  equitable  in- . 
tenttans  of  the  Hwfe  in  thofe  parts  of  the  aft  that 
were  fuppofed  obfcure,  and  how  they  were  tindef- 
ftood  here,— A  clear  proof  thereof  is  found,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  in  the  aftual  execution  of  the 
a&:  In  the  execution  of  it  before  the  conteft  abbut 
it  in  England ;  and  therefore  before  their  Lord- 
ihips  objedions  to  it  had  a  being.— When  the  re- 

have  eftablifhed  it  a  maxim  in  equityy  "  Qui  fentlt  commodmn,. 
**  fenfire  debet  et  onus.'9  And  fo  confident  is  this  with  the  common 
fcnfe  of  mankind,  that  even  our  lowed  untaught  coblers  and  potters 
feel  the  force  of  it  in.  their  own  maxim  (which  tbey.  axe  honeft  enough. 
sorer  to  dilute)  u  X°**t  pot>  touch  pcany.^ 

port 
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port  came  over,  and  was  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
one  year's  tax  had  been  levied  :  and  the  Aflembly, 
confcious  that  no  injuftice  had  been  intended  to 
the  proprietaries,  and  willing  to  rectify  it  if  any 
fhould  appear  ;  appointed  a  committee  of  members 
from  the  ieveral  counties  to  examine  into  the  ftate 
of  the  proprietaries  taxes  through  the  province, 
and  nominated  on  that  committee  a  gentleman  of 
known  attachment  to  the  proprietaries,  and  their 
Chief  Juftice,  Mr.  Allen ;  to  the  end  that  the 
ftridteft  inquiry  might  be  made. — SLbeir  report 
was  as  follows :   '  We,  the  committee  appointed 

*  to  inquire  into,  and  confider  the  ftate  of  the 

*  proprietary  taxation  through  the  feveral  coun- 

*  ties,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe ;  have, 

*  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  appointment,  carefully 

*  examined  the  retarns  of  property,   and  com- 

*  pared  them  with  the  refpedtive  afleflments  there- 
c  on  made  through  the  whole  province;— and 

*  find,  Fitfl,  That  no  part  of  the  un/urveyed  wa&c 
€  lands  belonging  to  the  proprietaries  have,  in  any 
c  inftance,    been  included  in  the  eftates  taxctf. 

*  Secondly*  That  fome  of  the  located  uncultivated 
4  lands  belonging  to  the  proprietaries  in  feveral 

*  counties  remain  unaffejfed ;  and  are  not  in  any 
«  county  aflefled  higher,  than  the  lands  under  like 

*  circumftances    belonging   to  the    inhabitants. 

*  Thirdly,  That  all  Jands,  not  granted  by  the  pro- 

*  prietaries,  within  boroughs  and  towns,  remain 

*  untaxed ;  excepting  in  a  few  inftances,  and  in 

*  thofe  they  are  rated  as  low,  as  the  lands  which 
4  are  granted  in  the  faid  boroughs  and  towns. 

«  The 
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*  The  whole  of  the  proprietary  tax  of  eighteen 
4  pence  in  the  pounds  amounts  to  566/  4/.  jq</„ 
«  And  the  fum  of  the  tax  on  the  inhabitants  for  the 

*  fame  year  amounts,  through  the  feveral  counties, 

*  to  27,103/.   i2x.  %d.     And  it  is  the  opinion 

*  of  your  committee  that  there  has  not  been  any 

*  injuftice  done  to  the  proprietaries,  or  attempts 
'  made  to  rate  or  affcfs  any  part  of  their  eftatea 
.*  higher  than  the  eftates  of  the  like  kind  belonging 

*  to  the  inhabitants  are  rated  and  affefled ; — but 

*  on  the  contrary,  we  find  that  their  eftates  arc 

*  rated,  in  many  inftances,  below  others. 

*  Thomas  Leech*  George  Afhbridge, 

*  J°feph  Fox*  Emanuel  Carpenter* 
c  Samuel  Rhoads,  John  Blackburn, 

€  Abraham  Chapman,  William  Allen* 
The  houfe  communicated  this  report  to  gover- 
nor Hamilton,  when  he  afterwards  preffed  them 
to  make  the  ftipulated  aft  of  amendment ;  ac- 
quainting him  at  the  fame  time,  that  as  in  the 
execution  of  the  adt  no  injuftice  AjJ  hitherto  been 
done  to  the  proprietary*  fo,  by  a  yearly  infpec- 
tion  of  the  affefiments,  they  would  take  care  that 
none  Jhould  be  done  him ;  for  that  if  any  fhould 
appear,  or  the  governor  could  at  any  time  point 
out  to  them  any  that  had  been  done,  they  would 
immediately  rectify  it  1  and  therefore,  as  the  a& 
was  fhortly  to  expire,  they  did  not  think  the 
amendments  necefiary.— Thus  that  matter  ended 
during  that  admimftration. 

And  had  hw  fucceflbr,  Governor  Finn,  per- 
mitted it  ftili  to  flcep  i  we  are  of  opinion  it  had 
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been  more  to  the  honour  of  the  family,  and  of  hi* 
own  difcretion.  But  he  was  pleafed  to  found  upoit 
it  a  claim  manifeftly  unjaft,  and  which  he  wai 
totally  deftitute  of  reafon  to  fupport.  A  claim; 
that  the  proprietaries  beft  and  moft  valuable  lo* 
cated  uncultivated  lands,  fhould  be  taxed  no  high* 
er  than  the  worft  and  lead  valuable  of  thofe  be* 
longing  to  the  inhabitants :  To  enforce  which, 
as  he  thought  the  words  of  one  of  the  ftipulationi 
fcemed  to  give  fome  countenance  to  it,  he  infifted 
on  ixfiag  thofe  very  words  as  facred*  from  which 
he  could  "  neither  in  decency  or  in  duty,"  de* 
via$e ;  though  he  had  agreed  to  deviate  from  words 
fitfj  the  fame  report,  and  therefore  equally  facred 
in  every  other  inftance.  A  conduct  which  will 
(as  the  prefaccr  fays  in  Governor  Deany  s  <&fe)  for 
ever  difgrace  the  annals  oi  bis  admiraiftrattaa  •  *.— 
Never  did  any  adminiftration  open  with  a  mare 
fromifing  profpedfc  [than  this  of  Governor  Pmx\. 
He  affujed  the  people,  in  his  firft  fpeeche$>  ofttit 
proprietaries  paternal  regard  for  thenv,  and  their 
Sincere  difpofitions  to  do  every  thing  that  might 
promote  their  happinefo.  As  the  proprietories 
had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  a  fon  of  the  family  I© 
the  government,  it  was  thought  net  unlikely  that 
•here  might  be  fomething  in  thefe  profeflidns ;  for 
that  they  would  probably  choofe  to  hate  hi*4d*. 
TOiniftration  made  eafy  and  agreeafcte ;  and  to  th#t 
tend  nrigbt  think  is  prudent  t»  mth&ftm  tbofc 
harfh,  difagreeable,  and  ufcjuft fofotfftfait*  wHk 

**  For  siffltles.accooat  of  this  4tfpute.  the  i*a&rfejffe|fetd4o<tlie 
*c^j>apers,  and  votes  oTAiTetei Ely.      "  .      v     .  * 
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which  moftof  his  predeceflbrs  had  been  hampered: 
—The  aflembly  therefore  believed  fully,  and  re- 
joiced fincerely.  They  fhewed  the  new  governor 
every  mark  of  refpedt  and  regard  that  was  in  their 
power.  They  readily  and  cheerfully  went  into  every 
thing  he  recommended  to  them.  And  when  he 
and  his  authority  were  infulted  and  endangered  by 
a  lavvlefs  murdering  mob ;  they  and  their  friends 
took  arms  at  his  call,  and  formed  themfelves  round 
him  for  his  defence,  and  the  fupport  of  his  go- 
vernment.— But  when  it  was  found  that  thofe  mif- 
chievous  inftru&ions  ftill  fubfifted,  and  were  even 
farther  extended ;  when  the  governor  began,  un- 
provoked, to  fend  the  houfe  affronting  meflages, 
feizing  every  imaginary  occafion  of  refle&ing  on 
their  conduct;  when  every  other  fymptom  ap- 
peared of  fixt  deep-rooted  family  malice,  which 
could  but  a  little  while  bear  the  unnatural  cover- 
ing that  had  been  thrown  over  it  ;  What  wonder 
is  it  if  all  the  old  wounds  broke  out  and  bled  afrefhj 
if  all  the  old  grievances,  ftill  unredrefled,  were  re- 
collected; if  defpair  fucceeded  of  [feeing]  any  peace 
with  a  family,  that  could  make  fuch  returns  to  all 
their  overtures  of  kindnefs  !  And  when  in  the  very 
proprietary  council*  compofed  of  ftaunch  friends 
of  the  family,  and  chofen  for  their  attachment 
to  it;  it  wasobferved;  that  the  old  men  (1  Kings, 
chap,  xii.)  withdrew  themfelves,  finding  their 
opinion  flighted,  and  that  all  meafures  were  taken 
by  the  advice  of  two  or  three  young  men  (one  of 
whom  too  denies  his  fliare  in  them;)  is  it  any  won- 
der, fince  like  caufes  produce  like  effefts,  if  the 

L  1 1  affembly. 
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ajfembly,  notwithftanding  all  their  veneration  for 
the  firft  proprietor,  fhould  fay,  with  the  children 
of  Ifrael  under  the  fame  circumftances,  "  What 
"  portion  have  we  in  David,  or  inheritance  in 
"  the  fon  of  Jesse  ?  To  your  tents,  O  Ifrael!" 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  and  a  convi&ion 
that  while  fo  many  natural  fources  of  difference 
fubfifted  between  proprietaries  and  people,  no 
harmony  in  government  could  long  fubfift,  (with- 
out which  neither  the  commands  of  the  crown 
could  be  executed,  nor  the  public  good  pro- 
moted) the  houfc  refumed  the  confideration  of  a 
meafure  that  had  often  been  propofed  in  former 
afTemblies ;  a  meafure,  that  every  proprietary  pro- 
vince in  America  had,  from  the  fame  caufes,  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  take,  and  had  adtually  taken, 
or  were  about  to  take ;  and  a  meafure,  that  had 
happily  fucceeded,  wherever  it  was  taken; — I 
mean  the  recourfe  to  an  immediate  Royal, 
Government. 

They  therefore,  after  a  thorough  debate;  and 
making  no  lefs  than  twenty-five  unanimous  refolves, 
expreffing  the  many  grievances  this  province  had 
long  laboured  under,  through  the  proprietary 
government ;  came  to  the  following  refolution, 
viz.  "  Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  this 
€l  houfe  will  adjourn,  in  order  to  confult  their 
"  conjlituents,  whether  an  humble  addrefs  fhould 
"  be  drawn  up  and  tranfmitted  to  his  Majejly ; 
"  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
u  take  the  people  of  this  province  under  his  im- 

"  mediate 
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4€  mediate  protection  and  government;  by  com- 
"  pleting  the  agreement  heretofore  made  with 
"  the  fir  ft  proprietary  for  the  fale  of  the  govern - 
"  ment  to  the  crown,  or  otherwifeas  to  his  wif- 
"  dom  and  goodnefs  (hall  feem  meet*." 

This  they  ordered  to  be  made  public ;  and  it 
was  publifhed  accordingly  in  all  the  news-papers: 
The  houfe  then  adjourned  for  no  lefs  than  Jeven 
weeks,  to  give  their  conftituents  time  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  and  themfelves  an  opportunity 
of  taking  their  opinion  and  advice.  Could  any 
thing  be  more  deliberate,  more  fair  and  open,  or 
more  refpedtful  to  the  people  that  chofe  them  ? — 
During  this  recefs,  the  people  in  many  places 
held  little  meetings  with  each  other ;  the  refult  of 
which  was,  that  they  would  manifeft  their  fenti- 
ments  to  their  reprefentatives,  by  petitioning  the 
crown  diredtly  of  themfelves,  and  requesting  the 
aflembly  to  tranfmit  and  fupport  thofe  petitions.— 
At  the  next  meeting  many  of  thefe  petitions  were 
delivered  to  the  houfe  with  that  requeft ;  they 
were  figned  by  a  very  great  -f-  number  of  the  moft 

fubftantial 

*  Thefe  words,  "  by  completing  the  agreement,"  Wr.  are 
omitted  by  the  honed  prefacer,  in  his  account  of  the  refolve,  that 
they  might  not  interfere  with  his  infinuation  of  the  meafure's  being 
impracticable,  "  Have  the  proprietors,  by  any  aft  of  theirs,  fbr- 
"  feited  the  leaft  tittle  of  what  was  granted  them  by  his  Majefty's 
"  royal  anceflors  ?  Or  can  they  be  deprived  of  their  charter  rights 
"  without  their  con  fen  t  ?"  13 c.  Senfible  that  thefe  queilions  are  im- 
pertinent, if  thofe  rights  are  already  fold. 

t  The  prefacer,  with  great  art,  endeavours  to  reprefent  this 
number  as  infignificant.— He  fays  the  petitioners  were  but  3500, 
and  that  the  province  contains  near  three  hundred  thoufand  SOULS ! 
His  reader  is  to  imagine  that  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  NINETY 
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fubftantial  inhabitants ;  and  not  the  lead  intima- 
tion was  received  by  the  affembly  from  any  other 
of  their  conftituents,  that  the  method  was  dijap- 
proved ';  except  in  a  petition  from  an  obfcure  town- 
/hip  in  Lancafter  county,  to  which  there  were 
about  forty  names  indeed,  but  all  evidently 
ligned  by  three  hands  only. — What  could  the 
affembly  infer  from  the  expreffed  willingnefs  of  a 
part,  and  iilence  of  the  reft;  but  that  the  mca-. 
fure  was  univerfally  agreeable  ?  They  accordingly 
refumed  the  confideration  of  it;  And  though  a. 
fmalli  very  fmall  oppofition  then  appeared  to  it 
in  the  houfe ;  yet  as  even  that  was  founded  not 
on  the  impropriety  of  the  thing,  but  on  the  fup- 
pofed  unfuitablenefs  of  the  time  or  the  manner,, 
and  a  majority  of   nine  tenths  being  ftill  for  it ;. 

*  SIX  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  of  them  were  applied  to,  aad* 
refufed  tofign  it. — The  truth  is,  that  his  number  of  fouls  isvaftly 
exaggerated.  The  dwelling- houfes  in  the  province  in  1752  did  not 
exceed  20,000.  Political  arithmeticians  reckon  generally  but  five 
fouls  to  a  houfe,  one  houfe  with  another :  and  therefore,  allowing 
for  houfes  fince  built,  there  are  not  probably  more  than  an  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  fouls  in  the  province :  That  of  thefe,  fcarce  twenty 
two  thoufand  could  with  any  propriety  be  petitioners. — And  confi- 
dering  the  fcattered  fettlement  of  the  province ;  the  general  inat- 
tention of  mankind,  efpecially  in  new  countries,  to  public  affairs ; 
and  the  indefatigable  pains  taken  by  the  proprietaries'  new  allies  the 
Prcfbyterian  clergy  of  Philadelphia,  (who  wrote  circular  letter*  to 
every  congregation  in  the  county,  to  deter  them  from  petitioning,, 
by  dutiful  intimations,  that  if  we  were  reduced  to  a  royal  govern- 
ment, it  would  be  the  "ruin  of  the  province,'9)  it  is  a  wonder  the 
number  (near  a  fixth  part)  was  fo  great  as  it  was.  —But  if  there  had 
been  no  fuch  petitions,  it  would  not  have  been  material  to  the  point. 
The  ajftmbly  went  upon  another  foundation.  They  had  adjourned 
to  confult  their  conitituents  ;  they  returned  fatisfied  that  the  mea- 
•fiuae  was  agreeable  to  them,  and  nothing  Mffxarcd  $9  tbt  contrary. 

a  petition 
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a  petition  was  drawn  agreeable  to  the  former  re- 
iblve,-andoitciered  to  be  tranlmitted  to  hisMajofty. 
But  -  the  prefacer  tells  us,  that  thefe  petitioners 
<|br-a  change,- were  a  "number of  rafh,  ignorant, 
4€  and  inconfiderate  people;"  and  generally  of  a 
low  rank.  To  be  fure  they  were  not  of  the  pro- 
prietary officers,  dependants,  or  expectants ;  and 
'fchofe  are  chiefly  the- people  of  high  rank  among 
,  us^— -hut  they-  were  other  wife  generally  men  of  the 
feeft  eftates  in  the  province,  and  men  of  reputation. 
The  ailembly,  who  come  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  therefore  may  be  fuppofqd  to  know 
them,  at  lead  as  Well  as  the  pFefacer ;  have  given 

*  that teftimoriyof  them. — But  what  is  the  teftimony 
r.df  the  aflembly  $  <who  in  his  opinion  are  equally 

rafh,  ignorant,  and  inconfiderate  with  the  petiti- 
-oners  ? — And  if  his  judgment  is  right,  how  im- 
prudently and  contrary  to  their  charter,  have  his 

T'HREI)  ttU&I>RED    THOUSAND    v>OULS,  Q&cd   ill 

t  their  elections  of  aflembly- men  thefe  twenty  years 
jpftft ;  for  the  charter  requires-  them  to  ehoofe  men 
of  moji  note  for  virtue,  wifdom,  and  ability  I 

But  thefe  are  qualities,  engrofled  it  ieems  bjr 

•  the  Proprietary  party. — For  they  fay,  « the  wi&rr 
'  and  better  part  of  the  province  had  fa#  dif- 

j<  ferent  notions  of  this  meafure  :  They  confidered 
4  that  the  moment  they  put  their  hands  to  thefe 

*  'petitions  they  might  be  furrendering  up  their 

*  birthright/  I  felicitate  them  on  the  honour  they 
have  thus  beftowed  upon  themielves  5  oiv  the^/fo- 
cere  compliments  thus  given   and  accepted  *  and 

*on  their  having  with  fuch  noble  freedom  discarded 

the 


446     Preface  to  Mr.  Galloway V  Speech. 

the  fnivelling  pretence  to  modefty,  couched  in  that 
thread-bare  form  of  words,  "  Though  we  fay  it, 
"  that  fhould  not  fay  it." — But  is  it  not  furprifing 
that,  during  the  feven  weeks  recefs  of  the  aflembly, 
exprefsly  to  confult  their  conftituents  on  the  expe- 
diency of  this  meafure ;   and  during  the  fourteen 
days  the  Houfe  fat  deliberating  on  it  after  they  met 
again ;  thefe  their  wifdoms  and  betternefTes  fhould 
never  be  fo  kind  as  to  communicate  the  leaft  fcrap 
of  their  prudence,  their  knowledge,  or  their  con- 
fideration,  to  their  rafli,  ignorant,  and  inconfi- 
derate  reprefentatives  ? — Wifdom  in  the  mind  is 
not  like  money  in  the  purfe,  diminifhed  by  com- 
munication to  others  :  They  might  have  lighted 
up  our  farthing  candles  for  us,  without  leflening 
the  blaze  of  their  own  flambeaux.     But  they  fuf- 
fered  our  reprefentatives  to  go  on  in  the  dark  till 
the  fatal  deed  was  done ;  and  the  petition  fent  to 
the  King,  praying  him  to  take  the  government  of 
this  province  into  his  immediate  care :  Whereby, 
if  it  fucceeds,  '  our  glorious  plan  of  public  liberty 
*  and  charter  of  privileges  is  to  be  bartered  away,' 
and  we  are  to  be  made  Haves  forever  !  Cruel  par- 
fimony !  to  refufe  the  charity  of  a  little  under- 
{landing;  when  God  had  given  you  Co  much,  and 
the  Aflembly  begged  it  as  an  alms  !  O  that  you 
had  but  for  once  remembered  and  obferved  the 
counfel  of  that  wife  poet  Pope,  where  he  fays,  . 

"  Be  Niggards  of  Advice  on  no  pretence; 

"  For  the  worft  Avarice  is  that  of  Seijfe," 

In 
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In  the  conftitution  of  our  government  and  in 
that  of  one  more,  there  ftill  remains  a  particular 
thing  that  none  of  the  other  American  govern- 
ments have  ;  to  wit,  the  appointment  of  a  Gover- 
nor by  the  Proprietors,  inftead  of  an  appointment 
by  the  Crown — This  particular  in  government  has 
been  found  inconvenient ;  attended  with  conten- 
tions and  confulions  wherever  it  exifted  ;  and  has 
therefore  been  gradually  taken  away  from  colony 
after  colony,  and  every  where  greatly  to  the  fatif- 
faftion  and  happinefs  of  the  people. — Our  wife 
firft  Proprietor  and  Founder  was  fully  fenfible  of 
this;  and  being  defirous  of  leaving  his  people 
happy,  and  preventing  the  milbhiefs  that  he  fore- 
faw  mud  in  time  arife  from  that  circumftance  if 
it  was  continued  $  he  determined  to  take  it  away, 
if  poflible,  during  his  own  lifetime.  They  ac- 
cordingly entered  into  a  contradt  for  the  fale  of 
the  proprietary  right  of  government  to  the  crown; 
and  a&ually  received  a  fum  in  part  of  the  confide- 
ration.  As  he  found  himlelf  likely  to  die  before 
thatcontradt  (and  with  it,  his  plan  for  the  happi- 
nefs of  his  people)  could  be  completed ;  he  care- 
fully made  it  a  part  of  his  laft  will  and  teftament ; 
devifing  the  right  of  the  government  to  two  noble 
lords,  in  truft,  that  they  ftiould  releafe  it  to  the 
crown* — Unfortunately  for  us,  this  has  never  yet 
been  done.  And  this  is  merely  what  the  aflembly 
now  defire  to  have  done. — Surely  he  that  formed 
our  conftitution,  muft  have  underftood  it.  If  he 
had  imagined  that  all  our  privileges  depended  on 
the  proprietary  government;  will  any  one  fuppofc 
?  that 
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that  he  Would  himfelf  have  meditated  the  change ; 
that  he  would  have  taken  fuch  effedtual  meafurcs 
as  he  thought  them,  to  bring  it  about  fpeedily, 
whether  he  fhould  live  or  die  ?  Will  any  of  thofc 
who  now  extol  him  (o  highly,  charge  him  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  bafenefs  of  endeavouring  thus 
to  defraud  his  people  of  all  the  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges he  had  promifed  them,  and  by  the  moft 
folemn  charters  and  grants  afl'ured  to  them,  when: 
he  engaged  them  to  aflift  him  in  the  fettlement  of 
his  province  ?  Surely  none  can  be  (o  inconfiftent ! 
— And  yet  this  proprietary  right  of  governing,  or 
appointing  a  governor  has  all  of  a  fudden  changed: 
its  nature;  and  the  prefervation  of  it  becomeof 
fo  much  importance  to  the  welfareof  the  province; 
that  the  afletfibfy's  only  petitioning  to  have  their 
venerable  founder's  will  executed,  and  the  con-*- 
trad:  he  entered  into  for  the  good  of  his  people 
completed,  is  ftiled,   an  €  attempt  to  violate  the 

*  constitution  for  which  our  fathers  planted  a  wil- 

*  dernefs ;    to  barter  away  our  glorious  plan)  ofr 

*  public  liberty  and  charter  privileges ;  a  rifquing: 
€  of  the  whole  conftitution  -,  an  offering  up  our 

*  whole  charter  rights ;  a  wanton  fporting  with ? 

*  things  fap&dy    &c. 

Pleafant'furely  it  is  to  keif  the  proprietary  par*- 
ttea>hs,  of  all  men;  bawling  for  thecanArtudoni. 
and  affe&ifig  a  terrible  concert  for  our  liberties:; 
and  privileges.  They,  *who  have  been  thele  twen* 
ty  years  curfing  our  cortftitution,,  declaring  that 
it  was  no  conftitution^  or  worfe  than  none;:  and* 
that  things  could  never  be-  welkwith*  u#  tiilkwsrt 

new 
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new,  modelled,  and  made  exactly  conformable  to 
the  British  conftitution:  They  who  have  treated 
our  diftinguifhing  privileges  as  fo  many  illegalities 
and  abfurditics ;  who  have  folemnly  declared  in 
print,  that  though  fuch  privileges  might  be  pro- 
per in  the  infancy  of  a  colony  to  encourage  its 
-  fettlement,  they  became  unfit  for  it  in  its  grown 
ftate,  and  ought  to  be  taken  away :  They  who 
by  numberlefs  falfhoods,  propagated  with  infi- 
nite induftry  in  the  mother  country,  attempted  to 
procure  ail  aft  of  parliament  for  the  a&ual  de- 
priving a  very  great  part  of  the  people  of  their 
privileges : '  They  too. who  have  already  deprived 
the  whole  people  of  fome  of  their  moil  important 
rights,  and  are  daily  endeavouring  to  deprive  them 
of  the  reft :  Are  thefe,  become  patriots  and  advo- 
cates for  our  conftitution  ? — Wonderful  change  i 
Aftonifhing  converfion  !— Will  the  wolves  then 
protedt  the  fheep,  if  they  can  but  perfuade  them 
to  give  up  their  dogs  ?  Yes  ;  the  affembly  would 
deftroy  all  their  own  rights,  and  thofe  of  thepecK 
pie ;  and  the  proprietary  partizans  are  become  the 
champions  for  liberty ! — Let  thofe  who  have  faith 
now  make  ufe  of  it :  For  if  it  is  rightly  defined,, 
the  evidence  of  things  not  £cen j  certainly  never 
was  there  more  occafion  for  fuch  evidence*  the 
cafe  being  totally  deftitute  of  all  other. — 

It  has  been  long  obferved,  that  men  are  with* 
that  party,  angels  or  demons,  juft  as  they  happen 
to  concur  with  or.oppofc  their  mcafures.  And 
1  mention  it  for  the  comfort  of  oldjinners,  that 

M  m  m  La, 
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iii  politics,  as  well  as  in  religion*  repentance 
and  amendment,  though  late,  ihaU  obtain  for* 
givenefs,  and  procure  favour.— Withefs  the  late 
fpeaker,  Mr.  Norris ;  a  fteady  and  conftant  op- 
pofer  of  all  the  proprietary  encroachments ;  anc$ 
whom,  for  thirty  years  paft,  they  have  been  there^ 
fore  continually  abufing,  allowing  him  no  one 
virtue  or  good  quality  whatsoever :  But  now,  asi 
he  {hewed  fome  unwillingness  to  engage  in  this 
prefent  application  to  the  croWn,  he  is  become 
all  at  once  the  **  faithful  fervant  ;"-**but  let  md 
look  at  the  text*  to  avoid  miftakes— and  indeed  i 
was  miftaken—I  thought  it<  had  been  il  faithful 
**  fervant  of  the  public  *"  but  I  find  it  is  ohly-^ 
€f  of -the  houfe."  Well  chofen,  that  expreffion, 
and  prudently  guarded.  The  former*  from  a  prd* 
prietary  pen,  would  have  been  praife  too  much  $ 
only  for  disproving  the  time  of  the  application* 
-t^Coiild  you,  much  refpefted  [Mr.  Norris,]  go  hut 
a  little  farther,  and  difapprove  the  application 
itfelf ;  could  you,  but  fey  the  proprietary  govern* 
meat  is  a  good  one,  and  ought  to  be  continued; 
then  might  all  your  political  offences  be  done 
away,  and  your  fcarlet  fins  become  as  fnowand 
wool  5  then  might  you  end  your  courfe  with  (pro-* 
prietary)  honour.  P—  fhould  preach  your  fu- 
neral fermonj  and  S— ,  the  poifoner  of  other 
charadters,  embalm  your  memory*  But  thofe 
honours  you  will  never  receive ;  for  with  return- 
ing health  and  ftrength,  you  will  be  found  inyoiir 
oldpoft,  firm  for  your  country.  ^ 

There 
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-  Themis  encouragement  too  for *yoWgJinnefs+ 
'IMriDickenfon,  whofe  fpeech  our  prefacw  has  in- 
troduced to  the  world,  (though  long  hated  by 
ifome,  and  difregarded  by  the  reft  of  the  proprte- 
tary  fadio'n,)  is  at  once,  for  the  fame  reafon  as 
kirMr.  Norrls's  cafe;  become  a  fage  in  the  law  * 
and  an  oracle  in  matters  relating  to  our  coriftitu- 
tion.— I  fhall  not  endeavour  to  pluck  fo  much  a& 
a  leaf  from  the fe  the  young  gentleman's  laurels. 
I  would  only  advife  him  carefully  to  preferve  ihe 

?«tnegy ricks  with  which  they  ha*e  adorned  him  t 
H*  a«ie  tfoey  may  ferVe  to*  confole  himy  by  ba- 
lancing the  calumny  they  fhall  load  him  with,, 
when  he  does  not  go  through  with  them  in  all  their 
meafures :  He  will  not  probably  do  the  one,  and 
-they  will  then  affuredly  do  the  other— There  ate 
tftouths  that  can  blew;  hot  as  well  as  cold,  arid 
:  biaft  on  your  bro^vrsthe  bays  tbcir  hands  have  placed 
there.  $€  Expertb  credte  Roberto^*  Let  butthe 
m6o&  of  proprietary  favour  withdraw  its  fhine  fbr 
a  ita*r>efit  j  arid  that  * '  gtffca*  number  of  '4H&j>rin- 
"  cipal Gentlemen  of  Philadelphia,"  -who  apj^ed 
40  yoti  (to  thfc  £©py  of  yofrr  ipeech ;'  i(ha!!l  imme- 
diately d#^fe  and  dd«^ —  ;   Jil- 

«Th(tfep^iJK^palG^rttkmenr,  Whata^ityrfta 
that  tt*fr  nsfcnes  vfbt e  ttbt  £iven  us  in  thfc  pfcefefcj, 
together  w*th«  their  admirable  lette* !  We  fliotifd 
then  hate;  fcnqtofa  Vrhere  to  run  for  advice  on '  w 
^iccafidns.  We4hotild  haVefcriown  tohb  to  chodfe 
for  our  future  reprefentatives :  For  undoubtedly 
thefe  wer-e  they,  that  are  elfewhere  £alWd  "the 
*  wiser  and  Better  part  of  the  proVmttt;"^- 
•   *  -  *  M  m  m  2  None 


45.2     Preface  to  Mr.  GdloWy's  Speech. 

None  but  Wifdoms  could  have  known  before- 
hand that  a  fpeech  which  they  never  heard,  and  a 
copy  of  which  they  had  never  fcen,  hut  were  then 
rfqucfting  to  fee ;  was  "  a  fpirited  defence/'  and 
4  of  our  charter  privileges  i    and  that  *  the  publt- 

*  cation  of  it  would  be  of  great  Utility,  and  give 

*  general  fatisfadtion/ — No  inferior  fagacity  could 
difcover,  that  the  appointment  of  a  governor  by 
the  proprietor,  was  one.  of  our. "  charter  privi- 
"  leges  $"  and; that  thpfe  who  pppofed  the  appli- 
cation for  a  royal  government,  were  therefore 

.  patriot  members  appearing  on  the  fide  of  our  pri- 
k  vileges  and  our  charter ! 

.  ,..  Utterly  to  confound  the  qfembty*  and  (hew  the 
.excellence  of  proprietary  government;  the  pre- 
facer  has  extracted  from  their  own  votes,  the 
.praifes  they  have  from  time  to  time  beftowed  on 
otitis*  jkfi  proprietor,  in  their  addrefles  to  his  font. 
And  though  addrefles  are  not  generally  the  bed: 
.repofitories  of  historical  truth,  yrc  muft  not  in 
.this  inftance  deny  their  authority.    :     ,.   <■     , 
(  What  then  avails  it  to  the  honour  of  the  pro- 
lent  proprietors,  that  our  founder  and  their  fa- 
:  ther,  gave  us  privileges  $  if  they,  the  fons,  will 
apt  permit  the  ufeof  them,  or  forcibly  rend  them 
from  us  ? — David  may  have  been  a  m*n  after 
God's  own  heart,  and  Solomon  the  wifeft  of  pro- 
prietors and  governors ;  but  if  Rehoboam  will  be 
a  tyrant  and  a  — ,    who  can  fecure  him  the 
affedlions  of  the  people  I — The  virtue  and  merit 
of  his  anceftors  may  be  very  great  > .  but  his  pre- 

fumption 
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fumption  in  depending  upon  ihofe  alone  may  be 
much  greater.— . 

1  lamented>  a  few  pages  ago,  that  we  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  names  of  thofe  "  principal 
•A  Gentlemen  the  wifer  and  better  part  of  the  pro- 
.  "  vince."  I  now  rejoice  that  we  are  likely  feme 
time  or  other  to  ki)ow  them  j— for  a  copy  of  a 
petition  to  th^»  KjlHq  -it  now  before  roe* 
which  from -its  *  finuiarity  With  their  letter,  muft 
be  of  their  inditing,  and  will  probably  be  recom- 
mended to  the  people,  by  their  leading  up  the 
figning* 

On  this  petition  t  {hail  take  the  liberty  of 
making  9  few  remarks^  as  they  will  five  me 
.  the  neceffity  of  following  farther,  the  preface ;  the 
..fentimepts  of  this  ftpd  thgt  being  nearly  the  fame; 

It  begins  with  a  formal  quotation  from  the  [af- 
fembly's]  petition;  which  they  own  they  have  not 
feen,  and  of  words  that  .are  not.  in  tit;  and  after 
relating  very  imperfe^ly  and  unfturly  the  fad  de- 
lating to  their  application  4ot  a  tcqpy  pf  it,  which 
is  of  no  importance ;  f proceeds  to  fit  forth,  ^  That 

*  as  we  and  all  your  American  fubjeds  muft  be 

*  governed  by  perfons  authorized  and  approved 

*  by  your  Majefty,  <o$,the  befti^reconimeiiditiQii 
m  *  that  can  be  obtained  of  them$-welcan£ot  pcr- 

*  ceive  our  condition  in  this  rffpe&to  \$v£jym t 
,  *  from  our  fellow-fubjc&s  amUndust  drthat  we 

*  are  thereby  lefs  under  your  Majfcfty* 'particular 
9  care  and  protection  than  they .are •$« (fine? there 

: '  can  be  no  gwtmors  ;of, this  pro^incoa*iiha6t 

c       your 


•  your  Majefty' s  tomtdiaU  apfirdfotidtt  andatiUkv 
«  rity.' — Such  a  declaration  from  the  \*iferJpdrt 
of  the  province  is  really  a  little  furprifing.  What  I 
when  difpntes 'concerning  matters  df property  are 
daily  arifing  between  you  >and  your  pfopnetariet,, 
cannot  your  wifdoms  perceive  the  leaft  &#eience 
between  having  the  judges  of  thofe  difpute*  ap- 
pointed by  a  royal  governor*  who  has  no  intereft 
in  the  caufe  $  and  having'  them  appointed1  by  the- 
proprietaries  ■  themfetves,.'  the  •  principal  pirtids- 
againit  you  £  and  during  t-btir  pkafkTe  too >t.  wfiriv 
fupplies  are  ntceflaty  to  be  raifcd  fbT  yefcr'&ifcrtce,. 
can  you  perceive  no  difference  between  having  a 
royal  governor,,  free  to  promote  his\,MajeftyV  fer- 
vice  by  *  ready  afieni  td  ydw  law*,-  andra$ird~ 
prietary  governor^  tackled  by  tnftru£Hori»,  {6t- 
bidding  him  to  give  that  dtient  *  wAt&  fothVpii- 
vate  advantage  i»  obtained,  fom*  jprofit  geilC  or 
unequal exeJnptiortgswiedfertb*^  *ftate,  ot'&ttic 
privilege  Wreftett ftom  f6ii  ?  Whert  prerogative^ 
that  tn  other  g&veffcffitfnte  $«  only  tifed*^  *e-good 
of  the  pe©ple>>  i*  her<s  iferin^  to^ti^errifr, 
arid  dfed  to  thefrp>b$a3tetb<&6  ««$rop^ea*fcs. 
bcneit;  can  *»u>  petetiw*  lio-diderertce  ?  When 
•  Aedjrofi  audi  ittMtedfele  save  of  raafjefty  beriignfy 
:  afid  mildly  >ftni4 eft  *fe  <ft*W  d^  6u%4ti£  trtnf- 
-in^leiauidtluc»*Ti4ipoAtwf^h^igh  thtbdrrrm?- 

kiHtieB  feet  nb'dM^e^f- 5h^rtfd  ^rfia^  Jn, 

proprietary  ixfl&afc, !  w;  betfombed  vtftfr*ekpetta- 

.  two*,  kabay  to  y<JU^*«M^.^B*tjftif ely  you-m%nt 

,  WctnowtttoQet-thajl-t^  totthis  .Ma)e«y,"'  ?hat 

■■  ;ov  J  .  *  there 


V?therac*n  be  no  gowrsPts of  tbUproviftcei  with^ 
i  QUt  hiftii*n«m0diate  aipprobation/  Don't  yoil 
know,  who  'know  fo  much,  that  by  our  bleffed 
conftitution  the  proprietors  themfelves,  whenever 
tney  pleafe*  may  govern  us  \xiperftn\  without 
fuch  apptobttion  ? 

The.  petition  proceeds  to  tell  his  Majefty,  c  that 

*  the  particular  mode  of  government  which  we 

*  enjoy,  under  your  Majefty,  is  held  in  the  higbeji 
?  eftimation  by  good  men  of  all  denominations 
'among  us  ?  and  hath  bYokgbt  tnultkudes  of 
^  iodtcftrious  peoplfe  from  various  parts  of  the 
'world,'  ^f^r^Reallyt  Can  this -be  from  pro-i 
pri£ta*y  partitansf  That  -conftitution  Which  they 
were  for  ever  cenfuring-,  as  defective  irt  a  legifla- 
tive  council  defe&ive  in  government  powers,  too 
popular  in  many  of  its  modes ;  is  it  now  become  fo 
«xceHcn'£?-^Rahiip$i  a*  they -have  been  tinkering 
it  thefe  {wehty  years*  till  they  h*v*  ftripped  it 
of  fbmfcof  its.moft  valuable  privileges,  andalmoft 
Spoiled  it ;  they  now  begin  to  like  itv  But.  then  it 
is .  not  furely  this  prejent  conftitution,  that  brought 
hither  thofe  multitudes.  They  came  before.-— 
At  leaft  it  was  not  that  particular  in  pur  constitu- 
tion, (the  proprietary  power  of  appointing  a  go* 
vcrnor)  which  attracted  them ;  that  tingle  par- 
ticular, which  alone  is  now  in  <|ueftion ;  which 
our  venerable  founder  fkft>  and  now  the  aiTembly* 
ore  endeavouring  to  change.— As  to  the  remain- 
ing valuable  part  of  our  conftitution*  the  aflem- 
bly  have  been  equally  full  &nd  ftrong  in  expreffing 
their  regard  for  it,  and  perhaps  ftronger  and  fuller* 

for 
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for  /&*r  petition  in  that  refped,  is  in  thrnatilrd 
of  a  petition  of  right ;  it  lays  claim,  though  u»- 
deftly  and  humbly,    to  thofe  privileged  on  the 
foundation  of  royal  grants,  on  laws  confirmed  by 
the  crown,  and  on  juftice  and  equity;  as  the  grants 
were  the  confideration  offered  to  induce  them  4o 
fettle ;  and  which  they  hive  in  a  manner  purchafed 
and  paid  for,  by  executing  that  fettkment  with- 
out putting  the  crown  to  any  expence. — Who^ 
ever  would  know  what  our  constitution  was,  when 
it  was  fo  much  admired,  let  him  perufe  that  ele- 
gant farewel  fpeech  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  father  of 
our  late  governor;  when,  a&  fp&ker*  he  took  hfc 
leave  of  the  houfe,  and  of  public  bufinefs,  in  1739  * 
and  then  let  him  compare  that  conftitution  with 
the  prefent.    The  power  of  appointing  public  offi- 
cerxby  the  representatives  of  tne  people,  which 
he  fo  mueh  extols ;  where  is  it  now ^  Even  the 
bare  naming  to  the  governor  inabitt,  a  trivial 
officer    to  receive   a  light-houfe  duty,    {whicb 
could  be  confidered  as  no  more  than  a  merexe- 
commendation)  is,  in  a  late  meflage,  Ailed,  «ant 
*  encroachment  oft  the  prerogative  of  the;  brown!? 
The  fole  powtf  oiraifing  and*  dijpqfing  of  pMia 
money  9  which  he  fays  was  then  lodged  iatheafc 
fembly;  that  iheftimable  privilege,  what  is  be-* 
come  of  it  ?  Inch  by  inch  tney  have  been  wrefted 
from  us  in  times  of  public  diftrefs;  And  the/refb 
are  going  the  fame  way.— I  remember  to  have  feci* 
whenGovernor  Hamilton  was  engaged,  in  adifp^to 
with  the  aflembly  on  feme  of  thofe  points,  a  dopy 
of  that  ipeech*  which  then  was  intended  to  be  re- 
printed j 
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gin  ted ;  with  a  dedication  to  that  honourable 
entleman ;  and  this  motto  from  John  Rogers's 
verfes  in  the  Primer : 

We  fend  you  here  a  little  book. 

For  you  to  look  upon  $ 

7*batyou  may Jee  your  fathers  face, 

'.  Now  be  is  dead  and  gone. 

Many  a  fuch  little  book  has  been  fent  by  our 

aflemblies   to  the  prefent  proprietaries :  —But 

they  do  not  like  to  fee  their  father's  face ;  it  puts 

their  own  out  of  countenance* 

hlThp  petition  proceeds*  to  fay,  'That  fuch  dif* 

*i  Agreements  as  have  iriferi  in  this  province,  we 

€  have  beheld  \rith  forrow  ;  but' as  others  around 

*,  U3  arc  not  exempted  from .  the  tike  misfortunes, 

*;  we  can  by  no  means  conceive  them  incident  to 

.'  the  nature  of  our  government,  which  hath  often 

*:  beent  adrniniftered  with,  remarkable  harmony : 

€  And  your  Mijefty,  before  whom  our  late  dif- 

*  [putts  have  been  laid,  can  be  at  no  \o(%  in  your 

*  great  Wifdom  to  difcover  whether  they  proceed 
~*  from  the  above  caufe,  or  fhould  be  afcribed  to 

*  ibme  others/-*--The  diiagreements  in  queftion, 
axe  proprietary  difagrtements  in  government, 
relating  to  proptfctiryi  private  intejefts.  And  are 
not  the  rtyal  governments  around  us  exempt 
from  tbefe\  misfortunes?  Can  you  realty,  Gen- 
tlemen, by  no '  means  conceive,  that  proprietary 
^overnmbnt  diiagreements  are  incident  to  the 
nature  of  proprietary  governments  ?  Can  they  in 
nature  be  incident  to  any  other  governments?  If 
your  wiffloms  are  fo  hard  to  conceive*  I  am  afraid 

Nun  they 
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tbcy  will. never  tring  fofthii^But  then  obr  go^ 
Yemttve&Lf*  hath  ofiiA  been  adlninuftered  with  re* 
"  markable  harmony/'  Very  trae*  •*&  often  as 
the  affembly  have  been  able  arid  willing  topurchafe 
that  harmony,  and  pay  for  it ;  die  mode  of  which 
has  already  been  ifapwn*  And  yet  that  word  of* 
ten  feems  a  little  unluckily  chofen:  The  flame 
<hatisoftcn:put«iit,  maft  beasoftenlk. .  Ifcfcfr 
government  hatb.isften  been  adminiftered  with 
remarkable  harmdny,  it  hath  as  often  been  adnii* 
niftered  with  remarkable  difcord :  One  often  £*  4ft 
numerous  aslthe  ^cc.-^And  his  Mjtj^yv  if  he 
flxoukl  take  the; 'trouble  tof  looking  oter  ourdif* 
|Nutea  (to  which-the  petitioners^  td  feve  :them~ 
felvea  a  little  pairis,  modeiUy  and  decently  refet 
him)  where  will  he,  for  twenty  years  poft,  imd 
any  but  proprietary  difputes  concemiwg;  proptte- 
tary  intetedk.; .  or  disputes.  /  that  fcave  foea  con^ 
jie&ed  vvitb  and  airofe.  item  Hyotai  '.ti  ;,.  ov  i  »n  />  ' 
,.  The  pMitiontpeofcecds  toiaflui*  W^lMaje^, 
*  That  mis.  prwiace  (carcept fedm  *hb*idisn  ra*> 
<*!  ?agfea)'enjdys  tfae/my?  pttftft  ini&7ud4nmquit~ 
«  %/,--^maziiigJi  WhatT  ^^  lndft  perfeA 
franqoiility  j  wihetf  themh^  been;  threcjortrpci&UB 
riots  withki  %few«  month(si^Whta|  Qh^ru**  of 
:them,  hocriAuaoirderswere  &m]^ita^<)!*4frdftty 
innocent :  perfbns ;  and  fa  the  itturdji  rifc  kfsmhui 
one  hundred  and  forty*  like  mundere  Mtertf«iwfr- 
.tated>  and  cBedared  ta  be  intended^  ^thasimoy 
more  as  fBoiild  be  occarfionqdtoy  anyppnofittttiii! 
.When  we  know  that  t^efi6Ctr^^^urtfet«P8 
&a*c  nond  of  them  been  pumflfcd^  -haw ttte verb Wn 
{*•'  pro- 


profecuted,    have  wot  ever   been  apprehended  I 
when  we  are  frequently  told,  that  they  intend  ftill 
to  execute  their  purpofes  as  foonas  the  protection 
of  the  king's  forces  is  withdrawn  I— Is  our  tran- 
quillity more  perfect  now,  than  it  was  between  the 
firft  riot  and  the  fecond,  or  between  the  fecond 
and  the  third  ?-*-And  why  *  except  the  Indian  ra- 
**6gcs;'  if  a  little  intermij/ionls  to  be  denomi- 
nated '  the  moft  perfcdfc  tranquillity  ?'  For  the 
Indians  too*  have  been  quiet  lately.     Almoft  as 
•wetl  might  Ihips  in  am  engagement  talk  of  the 
imoft  perfed  tranquillity  between  two  broadfides~ 
—-But  c  a  fjwrit  of  riot  and  violence  is  foreign  to 
*  the  general  temper  of  the  inhabitants/     I  hope 
and  believe  it  is  j  the  afferftbly  have  laid  nothing 
to  the  contrary*.— And  yet  is  thfei*  not  too' much 
of  it?  Are  there  not  pamphlets  continually  writ- 
ten, and  daily  fold  iti  our  ftredts,  to  juftify  and 
encourage  it?    are  not  the  ttiftd  armed  mob  in 
thofe  writings  inftigated  to^olbrue  their  hands 
in*  the  blood  of  their  fel4ow-citizen& ;  by  firft  af£- 
^lauding  their  mw&t*  of  the^  Indians ;  and  then 
jreprc&nting  the  afletttbly  attd  *tiefr  friends  as  worfe 
ishan  Indians,  as  having  privately  ftirred  up  the 
Indians  to  murder  the  white  people,  and  armed 
vand  regarded  them  forthat^utpofe  ?  L 1  e  s,  Gen- 
tlemen* villanous  as  ever  (he  malice  of  hell  in- 
dented; and-Whish>    to  do  yoii  jufl$ce>  not  one 
•of  you  believes*  though  you  would  have  the  mob 
-believe  them.  -'         , 

But  yourpetition  proceeds  to  fay,  'That  where 
■*  fuck  d<J(tufbaiicdfe  Aave'lhap^fcned^  they  hive 
;.;  ■•...•:  N  nn  2  *  beea 
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€  been  fpeedily  quieted r.'— By  whom  were  they 
quieted  ?  the  two  fir ft,  if  they  can  be  faid  to  be 
quieted,  were  quieted  only  by  the  rioters  them- 
selves going  home  quietly  (that  is,  without  any 
interruption ;)  and  remaining  there  till  their  next 
infurre&ion  ;  without  any  purfuit,  or  attempt  to 
apprehend  any  of  them.  And  the  third,  was  it 
quieted,  or  was  the  mifchief  they  intended  fm- 
vented,  or  could  it  have  been  prevented ;  without 
the  aid  of  the  king's  troops,  marched  into  the 
province  for  that  purpofe  ?— <c  The  civil  powers 
"  have  been  fupported,"  in  fome  fort.  We  aH 
know  how  they  were  fupported  1  but  have  they 
been  fully  fupported  ?  Has  the  government  fu& 
ficient  ftrengtb,  even  with  all  id  fupports,  to 
venture  on  the  apprehending  and  punifhment  of 
thofe  notorious  offenders  ?  If  it  nas  not,  why 
are  you  angry  at  thoie  who  would  ftrengthen  its 
hands  by  a  more  immediate  royal .  authority  ?  if 
it  has,  why  is  not  the  thing  done  ?  Why  will 
the  government,  bv  its  conduct,  ftrengthen  the 
fuipicions  (groundlcfs  no  doubt)  that  it  has  come 
to  a  private  understanding  with  thofe  murderers, 
and  that  impunity  for  their  pad  crimes  is  to  be 
the  reward  of  their  future  political  fervices  ?— 
O  1  but  fays  the  petition,  "  There  are  perhaps 
"  cafes  in  all  governments  where  it  may  not  be 
"  poffible fyeedtbf  to  difcover  offenders"  Proba- 
bly; but  is  there  anv  cafe  in  any  government 
wnere  it  is  not  pofliblc  to  endeavour  fuch  a  dif- 
covery  ?  There  may  be  cafes  where  it  is  notfafe 
to  do  it :  And  perhaps  the  beft  thing  our  -go- 
vernment 
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vernment  can  fay  for  itfclf  is,  that  that  is  our  cafe. 
*~The  only  objection  to  fuch  aft  apology  rauft  be* 
that  it  would  juflify  that  part  of  the  affembly's 
petition  to  the  crown  which  relates  to  the  weaknep 
of  our  prefent  government  *. 

Still,  if  there  is  any  fault,  it  tauft  be  in  the 
nffembfyi  For,  fays  the  petition,  'if  the  executive 
*  part  of  our  government  fhould  fe6m  in  any 
€  cafe  too  weak,  we  conceive  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
9  aflemWy,  and  in  their  powef  to  ftrehgthen  it/ 
•*-This  Weaknefs,  however,  yott  have  juft  denied. 
c  Difturbances  you  fay  have  been  fpeedily  quieted, 
c  and  the  civil  power  fupported  j'  Ahd  thereby 
yoo  have  deprived  your  iftfinuatted  charge  againft 
the  aflembly  of  its  only  fupport.— But  is  it  not  a 
fait  known  to  you  all,  that  the  aflembly  did  en- 
deavour to  strengthen  the  Jbands  of  the  govern- 
ment ?  That  at  his  honour's  inftance  they  pre- 
pared and  paffed  in  a  few  hours  a  bill  for  extend- 
ing hither  the  aft  of  parliament  for  difperfing 
rioters  ?  That  they  alfo  paffed  and  jprefented  to 
him  a  militia  bill  f ;  which  he  refufed,  unlefe 
powers  were  thereby  given  him  over  die  lives  and 
properties  of  the  inhabitants,  which  the  public 
good  did  hot  require;  and  which  their  duty  to 

-  *  The  aflembly  being  called  njmn  by  the  frovejrbot  for  their  ad- 
vice  on  that  occafion,  did,  in  a  intflage,  advife  his  fending  for  and 
examining  the  magistrates  of  Laricafter  county  and  boroagn,  whore 
the  murder*  tme-fiommitted,  in  order  to  discover  the  actors;  but 
neither  that,  nor  any  of  the  other  meaftuts  recommended,  wefe 
ever  taken.— Proclamations  indeed  were  publiihed,  bat  foon  dis- 
continued. 

f  [It  not  this  the  militia  bilicanraflcd  above  p*  396  t    Bi] 

theitf 


their  constituents  would  not  permit  them  to  truifc 
in  the  hand6  of  apy  proprietary  governor  ?— You> 
know  the  points,  Geatfemen:  Thev  have  beel* 
made  public*  ^Woulcf  you  have  haayour  repre- 
sentatives give  up  thofe,  points  ?  Dp  you  intend  to 
give  them  up,  when  at  the  next  election  you  are 
mgde  aflemblymen  ?  If  fb*  tell  it  us  boneftly  be- 
forehand;  '  thf  t  we  may  know  what  we  are.  to  ex- 
peft ,  wh<?p  we  are  Abqut  to  choofe  you  ? 
^  I  £ora£  npw  tQJ&g  klft  claixfe  of  your  petition, 
ipliere,  rwitti  the  &b&  wonderful  fag^Uy  with 
which  you  in  another  cafe  discovered  the  excel- 
lency of  a  ipeech  you  never  heard,  you  un4er»teke 
to  cbara3enji Ya  petition  [Jrom  the  hffzmb\y\you 
own  you  nev&  Jaw  i—and  venture  to  a#ure  his- 
JVtajefty^,  'tj$*  it  is  *  exceeding  gri^von*  in its*  na- 
4  tu^e;  ;^t  it  by  no  meaps  contains £  proper  re- 
€  presentation  of  the  ftalje  of  this  province  ^  and: 

*  is  repugnant  to  the  generaifenfe  of  his  numerous 

*  and  loyal  fubje&s  in  it/    Are  then  his  A£ajefty%si 

*  ijumerou?  and  %^  ^if5^'  ***  this  province 
all  a$  gjiqtf;  wiflWfU  a,8/y9urielvc5 *  and  c?pabj(?;Q£ 
knowie^  without  feeing  it,  that  a  petition  is  re- 
mnant to  their  general  fenfe  ?— i-But  th$  incon- 
$fteptce  of  your  petition.  Gentlemen,  is  not  fo 
much'  to  "be  wondered  at ; — The  prayer  of  it  is^?/7/ 
Wore : ej6traqr(Unaryr  "We  therefore  moft  hum- 
44  blypray^  that  your  Majeftywopld  begracioufly 
44  pleaied  nvfalty  tQ  difiegard  the  laid  petition  of  the; 
44  ajflembly."  What!  without  enquiry!  with- 
out examination  4  without  a  hearing  of  what  thp. 
tffembly  might  .fey  ia  fupport  of  it ! ;  cc  wholly 

"  difregard'" 


«* 


«*  difregard"  the-  petiiiqii  of  jo&r  rpprcfehjativc* 
fA  affembly  j  accompanied  By  other  petitiyhs 
figfted  by  thou&nds  of  your  fellow-fubjedlg,  a* 
loyal,  if  not  as  wife  and  as  good  as  yourfetvest 
Would  you  wifh  to  fee  your  great  and  amiable 
prince  aft  a  part  that  couLd  not  become  a  Dey  o£ 
Algiers?  Do  youf  who  are  Americans,  pray  fojf 
a  precedent  of  fuch  contempt  in  the  treatment  of 
an  American  aflembly!  Such  rr  total  dlfregard"  6$ 
their  humble  applications  to  the  throne  ? — Surely 
Vour  wifiloms  heft  have  overfhot  yourfelves. — 
But  as  wifdorn  Hiews  itfelf  not  only  in  doing  what 
is  fight,  but  iri  donfeffing  antf  amending  whatii 
wrong,  I  recommend  the  latter  particularly  to 
your  prefent  attention  j  being  perfuaded  of  ifoip 
confequencej  jhaf  though  you  have  been  mad 
enough  to  figp  fuch  a  petition!  you  never  willjjjp 
fools  enough  fo  preterit  it.  ^  " 


c: 


There  is  one  thing/mentioned  in  the  preface, 
v?Kpch  Hfoti'  i  twrft^tfrtaKe nbt\t&6f  ate  I  came 
along,  ftigj'tift  hffifoty/ffo  houfe '  #  enter  Mr* 
Dickinfons  proteft  on  their  minutes :  This  is  men- 
tioned in  fuch  a  manner  there  and  in  the  news- 
papers, as  to  insinuate  a  charge  of  fojme  partiality 
and  injuftice  in  the  affembly. —  Bift  the  reafoni. 
were  merely  thefe  5  that  though  protefting  may 
be  a  pradtice  with  the  Lords  of  parliament,  there 
is  no  inftance  of  it  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
Xvhofe  proceedings  are  the  model  followed  by  the 
affembkefc  of  America ;  That  there  is  no  precedent 
of  it  on  our  votes,  from  the  beginning  of  our  pre- 
3  fent 


464  ,  Prifacb  to  Mr.  Galloway*/  Speed. 

lent  constitution ;  And  that  the  introducing  fud^ 
a  pra&ice  would  be  attended  with  inconveniences, 
as'  the  feprefentatives  in  afiembly  are  not,  like  the. 
Lords  in  parliament/  unaccountable  to  any  con- 
ftituents ;  and  would  therefore  find  it  neceflary 
for  their  own  juftification,  if  the  reafons  of  the 
minority  for  being  againft  a  meafure  were  admit- 
ted in  the  votes,  to  put  there  likewife  the  reafons 
that  induced  the  majority  to  be  for  it :  Whereby 
the  votes,  which  were  intended  only  as  a  regifter 
of  proportions  and  determinations,  would  be  filled 
with  the  difputes  of  members  with  memlfcprs ;  and 
the  public  bufinefs  be  thereby  greatly  reta^djed/  if 
ever  brought  to  a  period. 

As  that  Proteft  was  a  mere  abftraft  bf  Miy 
Dickinson's  fpeech,  every  particular  of  it  wiR 
be  found  anfwered  in  the  following  fpeech  of 
Mr.  GaUoway ;  from  which  it  is  fit  that  I  fhoiiljl 
no  longer  detain  the  reader  *L    • 

r  «       1 

•  [^..Galkway't  fpeech  wtf^ 
i^tania  edition  of  the  m&cf,  •»  tgutsph  followed  bete.    B.J,    . 
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[M.P*]  AilEFOR^EDMaj^Eo^Spiil'/NO.  467- 

[A  Scheme  for  a  new  Alphabet  and  reformed  mode  of 
Spelling;  with  Remarks  and  Examples  .  concerning 
the  fame,  and  an  Enquiry    into  'its  Ufes,  in   a  Cor- 

refpondence  between  Mifs  S n  and  Dr.  Franklin, 

written  in  the  Char  alters  of,  the  Alphabet  *.] 

*  [I  think  it  proper  to  mention  that  Mifs  S~n,  is  the  lady  that 
appears  fo  confpicuoufly  in  the  edition  of  Dr.  Franklin's  philofo- 
phical  papers:  and  that  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  the  name  of  a  Sir 
Thomas  Smith  is  referred  to,  in  one  of  the  copies  which  I  have  feen 
of  this  paper. 

For  the  nature  and  intention  of  this  alphabet,  Sec.  J  muft  refer 
*  to  what  Dr.  Franklin  has  himfelf  faid  u£on  the  ftrbject,  in  anfwer 
to  Mifs  S—n's  objections  ;  as  the  reader  may  underitand  the  whole 
in  an  hour  or  two. — Jt  is  neceflary  to  add,  that  the  new  letters 
nfed  in  the  courfe  of  printing  this  paper,  are  exactly  copied  from  the 
tnanufcript  in  my  pofleflion  ;  there  being  no  provision  for  a  diftinc- 
tion  in  the  character  as  written  61  printed.  I  have  no*  other  way 
therefore  of  marking  the  fcored  parts  of  the  manufcript  (anfwering 
to  italics,)  jhan  by  placing  fuch  paiTages  between  inverted  commas. 
— As  to  capitals,  I  mould  have  provided,  for  them  by  m  earns  of  larger 
types,  but  the  form  of  fome  of  them  would  have  made  them  too  large 
for  the  page :  however,  were  the  author's  general  fyltem  ever  adapted, 
nothing  would  be  eafier  than  to  remedy  this  particular. 

I  hope  I  (hall  be  forgiven  for  obferving,  that  even  our  prefent 
printed  and  written  characters  are  fundamentally  the  fame.     The 
[Roman]  printed  one  is  certainly  the neateft,  fimpleft,  and  mod  le- 
gible of  the  two ;  but  for  the  fa^e  of  feafe  and  rapidity  in  our  writing, 
ltfeems  we  there  infert  a  number  of  joining  or  terminating  ftrokes, 
fubftitote  curves  for  angles,  and  give  the  letters  a  fmall  inclination, 
to  which  rules  even  the  letters  a,  g,  r  and  <iv,  are  eafily  reconcile- 
able.       This  will  ceafe  to  appear  a  remark  of  mere  curiofity,  if 
applied  to  the  decyphering  of  foreign  correfpondence.     But  for  this 
purpofe.  I .  would  add,  that  xht  Fttnehi*  particular,  feem  to  treat 
the  fmall  up-ftroke  in  the  letters  h,  /,  &£.as  proceeding  originally 
in  an  angle  from  the  bottom  of  the  down-ftroke :  they  therefore  begin  it 
with  a  curve  from  the  bottom,  and  keep  it  alf  the  way  diftinft ;  hence 
forming  their  written  r  much  like  our  written  «v.     This  laft  letter  */, 
they  again  diflinguifh  by  a  loop  at  the  bottom ;  which  loop  they  often 
place  where  we  place  ah  outward  curve.  The  remarkable  terminating 
/which  they  fomctimes  ufe,  feems  intended  for  our  printed  s  begun 
from  the  bottom,  bat: from  corrupt  wrijdng  inverted  and  put  horizon- 
tally, inftead  of  vertically.  Itis  rather  itrpm  bad  'waiting  ffhan  fyftcm, 
that  their  n  and  if  appear  like  «  and  ay.— I  dpald  go1  on  to  fpeak  of  the 
formation  of  written  and  printed  capitals,  but  as  this  would  be  a> 
work  of  mere  curiofity,  I  leave  it  for  the  reader's  amufement.    £.} 

O  o  0  a- 
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Remarks  [on  the  Alphabetical  Tahle]. 


to 
yhuh 


It  is  endeavoured  to  give  the  Alphabet 
a  more  natural  Order  \  Beginning  firft 
with  the  fimple  Sounds  formed  by  the 
Breath9  with  none  or  very  little  help  of 
Tongue,  Teeth,  and  Lips ;  and  produced 
chiefly  in  the  Windpipe. 

!Then  coming  forward  to  thofe, 
formed  by  the  Roof  of  the  Tongue  next 
to  the  Windpipe. 

{Then  to  thofe,  formed  more  forward, 
by  the  forepart  of  the  Tongue  againft  the 
Roof  of  the  Mouth. 
f     Then  thofe,  formed  ftill  more  for- 
J  ward  in  the  Mouth,  by  the  Tip  of  the 


r  n 


3  Z 


th 


i  Tongue  applied  firft  to  the  Roots  of  the; 
*-  upper  Teetn. 

{Then  to  thofe,   formed  by  the  Tip 
of  the  Tongue  applied  to  the  Ends  or 
Edges  of  the  upper  Teeth. 
~    f     Then  to  thofe,  formed  ftill  more  for- 
*     \  ward  by  the  under  Lip  applied  to  th? 

(.upper  Teeth. 
>      f     Then  to  thofe,  formed  yet  more  for* 
"j  ward  by  the  upper  and  under  Lip  opea* 
*      I  ing  to  let  out  the  founding  Breath* 

J     And  laftly,  ending  with  the  fhuttinj 
m     jup  of  the  Mouth,  or  doling  the  Lip* 
t-  while  any  Vowel  is  founding. 

x  'fa 


[M.P.]  Remarks  [on  the  Alphabet kai7dU,)  469 

In  this  Alphabet  c  is  omitted  ai  unnect&w ;  k 

fupplying  its  hard  Sound,  and  /  the  bAt^—Stf* 
jody  is  alfo  omitted,  its  Sound  being  fupjdiftj  *,• 
the  new  Letter/^  ijh>  which  fervea  other  \>w* 
pofes,  aflifting  in  the  formation  of  other  UauuU  % 
— thus  the  fi  with  a  d  before  it,  gives  the  (otm4 
of  the  jod  j  and  foft  g,  as  in  "  James,  January, 
"  giant>  gentle/' "  dfieems^  dfianuerij  dfiqiant) 
y  dfientel)"  with  a  /before  it,  it  gives  the  Sound 
-ofct,  as  in  "  Cherry,  Chip,"  "  tfieri,  tfiip  ;fi 
and  with  an  2;  before  it  the  French  found  of  the 
jody,  as  in  "jamais,"  «  zfiame" 

Thus  the  £  has  no  longer  two  different  Sounds^ 
which  occafioned  Confufion;  but  is,  as  every 
Letter  ought  to  be,  confined  to  one  ;-— The  fame 
is  to  be  obferved  in  all  the  Letters,  Vowels,  and 
Confonants,  that  wherever  they  are  met  with,  or 
in  whatever  Company,  their  Sound  is  always  the 
fame. — It  is  alfo  intended  that  there  be  no  fuper- 
fiuous  Letters  ufed  in  fpelling ;  i.  e.  no  Letter  that 
is  not  founded; — And  this  Alphabet,  by  fix  new 
Letters,  provides  that  there  be  no  diflindt  Sounds 
in  the  Language  without  Letters  to  exprefs  them* 
As  to  the  difference  between  Jhort  and  long  Vowels % 
it  is  naturally  exprefled  by  a  fingle  Vpwel  where 
fhort,  a  double  one  where  long;  as  for  €€  mend  " 
write    u  mend,"   but   for   "  remain'd  "    write 

"  remeen'd;" 
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'/remeen'd;"  for  "  did"  write  "  did,"  but  for 
"  deed"  write  "  dud,"  J  &c. 

What  in  our  common  Alphabet  is  fuppofed  the 
third  Vowel,  /,  as  we  found  it,  is  as  a  Diphthong  ; 
confifting  of  two  of  our  Vowels  joined ;  [viz.]  y  a* 
founded  in  €€  into,"  and  /  in  its  true  Sound :  Any  , 
one  will  be  fenfible  of  this,  who  founds  thofe  two 
Vowels  y  /quick  after  each  other;  the  Sound 
begins  y  and  ends  //'.  The  true  Sound  of  the  $ 
is  that  we  now  give  to  e  in  the  words  "  deed, 
"  keep," *. 

J  [Though  a  fingle  vowel  appears  to  be  put  in  the  Table  for  did 
and  deed  equally,  yet  in  the  Remarks  [above!  the  latter  is  made  to 
require  two  /  s.  Perhaps  the  fame  doubling  of  the*  vowel  is  meant 
for  name  and  lane ;  for  certainly  name  is  not  pronounced  as  nem,  in 
the  expreflion  nem.  eon.  correfponding  to  the  found  in  men.  —  Some 
critics  may  probably  think  that  thefe  two  fets  of  founds  are  fo  diftindt 
as  to  require  different  characters  to  exprefs  them :  fincein  mem9  pro- 
nounced affedlcdly  for  ma'am  (madam)  and  correfponding  in  found 
to  men,  the  lips  are  keptclofe  to  the  teeth,  and  perpendicular  to  each 
other ;  but  in  maim,  correfponding  in  found  to  name,  the  lips  are 
placed  poutingly  and  fiat  towards  each  other :  A  remark  that  slight 
oe  applied  with  little  variation  to  did  and  deed  compared. — As  tins  is 
a  fubjeft  I  have  never  much  examined,  it  becomes  me  only  to  add, 
that  fpelling  may  be  confidered  as  "  an  analyfis  of  the  operations  of 
*'  the  organs  of  fpeech,  where  each  feparate  letter  has  to  reprefent  a 
"  different  movement ;"  and  that  among  thefe  organs  of  fpeech, 
we  are  to  enumerate  the  epiglottis ;  and  perhaps  even  the  lungs 
themftlves,  not  merely  as  furniihing  air  for  found,  but  as  modifying 
the  found  of  that  air  both  in  inhaling  and  expelling  it.     £.] 

#  [The  copy  from  which  this  is  printed,  ends  in  the  fame  abrupt 
way  with  the  above,  followed  by  a  confiderable  blank  fpace ;  fo  that 
more  perhaps  was  intended  to  be  added  by  our  author.    £.] 
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Sou 
•s  of  pronouncing  the  Sounds.] 

"       I  v/Kl»     _turallyt  and  dcepeft  found  j  require*  only  to  -cpca 

**3   I  John,breathe  throush  "• 

£  r         he  mouth  opened  a  Tittle,  or  hollower. 

a     Man, 
e     Men, ?,e' 

.         t^  •  J      t Twgw  to  be  a  little  more  elevated, 

t      Ulu, 
1/     Tool, 

^  e  li/x  to  be  gathered  up,  leaving  a  finall  opening. 

1  .     .Vowel,  the  Sound  of  which  we  fhould  exprcfs  in  our 

niintCJius,  ub  ;  a  raort,  and  not  very  itrong  AfpiratioM. 
01  ciblc  afpiration- 

p        y    ;t  ;  being  formed  by  the  Root  of  the  Tongue  \  this  U 

keep,  s- 

,ri  v     q  little  more  acute ;  to  be  ufed  inftead  of  the  hard  c. 

\       '       Jd   m  our  language;   our  Jb,  ieparately  taken,  not 

(112 )     imcnt8  of" tne  found, 
0/      d  for  the  fame  reafon ; — Thefe  are  formed  back  m 

d  in  the  mouth  \  the  Tip  of  the  Tongue  to  the  Rocfoi 

Art 

if  die  tongue  a  little  loofe  or  feparate  from  the  roof 
Teethe  vibrating. 

te  mere  forward  s  touching,  and  then  leaving,  the 

Deed. 

11       .     a  little  fuller* 

ell,  te. 

k,  by  the  breath  palling  between  the  moid  end  of  the 

fez)    W"*  ***• 

\  mi       -enfer  and  duller. 

,11  *       iid  a  little  btbiudy  the  upper  teeth  j  touching  them, 
(dhj    tt«  breath  pafs  between. 

Effea.,ler* 

lip  againft  the  upper  teeth. 

ever.     F  ^        lF 

n  I  duller. 

Bees. 

ind  opened  at  the  air  pafles  out. 


peep 
ember. 


ner  found. 

- ,  while  the  e  [here  annexed]  it  founding, 
i  are  propofed,   E.J 


[M.  P.]  £XAM>L19,       .-::   ■'.      %J% 

Examples  [of  writing  in  this  Ghara&er.] 

So  huenfym  Endfiel,  bt/i  divyin  kamand, 
Ufy  rqizig.  tempejis  fieeks  e  gilti  hand ; 
(Sytfi  az  ov  leet  or  peel  Britania  pa/%, J 
Kalm  and  firiin  hidryivs  %ifeurii/s  blafi\ 
Andy    pliizd    %J  almyitis    ardqrs    tu 
pyrfarm, 

Rqids  in  %i  Huyrluind  and  dyirekts  %i 
Starm, 


So  yipiur  limpid ftr'tim,  huenfauluilifteens 
av  riffiiy.  Barents  and  difendiy.  Reens, 
Uyrks  it/elf  kliir;  and  az  it  rqns  rifyim ; 
Til  bt/i  digriis,  %e  flotitj.  mirqr  fains, 
Riflekts  iitfiflaur  7?at  an  its  bctrdqr  groz> 
And  e  nu  hevn  in  its  Jeer  Byzym  fioz% 


Kenfytifn, 
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Renfiytqn,  September  26,  1768. 

tfi  hav  tranfirqiFd  iur  al/abet9  &c, 
huitfi  t(i  'pink  tnt/it  biav  fyrvistu  poz,  bu 
tafi.  ta  akuyir  an  atiuret  prontptfefiqn,  if 
%at  huld  bifixs*dy  byt  ui  fi  tneni  inkan- 
viinienfis,  az  uel  az  cliffy  his,  pat  uuld 
iiit end  pi  bripy  iur  teiyrs  and  arfyagrafi 
intu  kamun  ius.  aal  aur  etintalodfiiz 
uuld  be  lafl)  kanfikuentli  ui  kuld  nat 
ajurteen  pi  fniinitj.  av  yneni  ut/rds;  pi 
di/link/iyn,  tu9  bituiin  uurds  av  difyrent 
miiniy.  and  Jimilar  faund  uuld  bi  iujlest 
ynles  ui  livi$  ruiters  pqblifi.  nu  iidifium. 
in  fiart  yi  bilih  ui  mi(fi  let  piipil  fpelan 
in  peer  old  uey  and  (az  uifyind  it  iifiieft} 
du  pifeem  aur/elves. — With  eafe  and  with 
fincerity  I  can,  in  the  old  way,  fubfcribe 
myfelF,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  and  affectionate  Servant, 

M.  S. 

t>r.  Franklin. 
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[Anfwcr  to  Miff  S«*»».] 


Diir  Madam, 

%i  abdfielfiun  iu  meek  to  rehifuiiy  aur 
alfabet,  "  %at  it  uilbi  atended  uty  inkanvi- 
u  nienfiz  and  difikultiz"  iz  e  natural  uun\ 
far  it  aluaz  akurz  huen  eni  refarmefiun 
iz  propozed,  kwfyur  in  rilid/iun,  govern- 
ment, laz,  and  wen  daun  az  lo  az  rods 
and  hull  karidfiiz.—tyi  tru  htefifiun  %en9 
is  nat  huefyur  ^aer  uil  bi  no  difikultiz  ar 
inkanvimenfiz'y  tyt  huefyer  Tpi  difikultiz 
mi  nat  bi  fyr mounted ;  and  buefyurfy 
kanvinienfiz  uil  nat >  an  ty  huol,  bi  gretur 
Tpan  1?i  inkanvinienfiz.  In  tys  kes>  %i difi- 
kultiz  er  onli  in  ty  biginin.  av  %i  praktis  : 
buen  %e  er  uyns  ovurkum^  %i  advantedfiez 

Ppp  tr 
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er  lafltp.. — To  qtyqr  iu  ar  mi>  hufpel  uelin 
"%i  prezent  mod,  yi  imadfiin  T?i  difikylti  av 
tfiendfiiy.  Tpat  mod  far  %i  nu,  iz  natfo  grit, 
bi{t  T?at  ui  mtiit  pqrfektli  git  ovqr  it  in  a 
uiiks  rqitig..~—Az  to  Tpoz  hu  du  natfpel  uel, 
ifty  tu  difiktfltiz  er  fymperd,  [war.]  T?at  av 
tit fiii}  T?em  tru  fpeliy.  in  Tgi  prezent  modp 
and  Tpat  av  titfiiy  Tpem  Tgi  nu  alfabet  and  Tpi 
nufpeliy.  akardiy  to  it ;  ifi  am  hanfident 
*%at  Tpi  latter  uuld  bi  bqi  far  %i  liift.  *%i 
tiatt(rali  fal  into  T?i  nu  metpjd  alredi,  az 
miftfi  az  %i  imperfelfiqn  av  Tper  alfabet 
uil  admit  av  ;  Tger  prezent  bad  fpelig.  iz 
cnli  bad,  bikaz  kantreri  to  %i  prezent  bad 
ruls  :  t/ndqr  T?i  nu  ruls  it  uuld  bi  gud. 
—  £/  dififylti  av  lyrnit}.  to  fpel  uel  in 
%i  old  ue  iz  Jo  gret,  T?dt  fiu  aten  it  ; 
fyauzands  and  tyauzands  ryitig  an  to  old 
edfi,  utyaut  ever  biiy  ebil  to  akuqir 
it.  *Tiz,  bifyidz,  e  difkulti  kantinuali 
inkriify  ;  az  ^i  found  grdduah  veriz 
xtor   and  mor  fram  #i  fpeliy. :  and .  to 

far  enters 
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farenqrs  %  it  tnih  tylurnifj.  to  pronouns 
aur  langued/i,  az  riten  in  aur  bukst  almofi 
impafibil. 

Nauaz  to  "  Tpi  inkanvinienjSz"  iu  men- 
fiyn. — tyfyrft  iz ;  Jra*  "  aalaur  etima- 
"  lodfiiz  uuld  bi  loft,  kanfikuentli  ui  kuld 
"  not  afyrteen  T?i  muniy.  av  meni  uqrds** 
-—etimalodfiiz  er  atprezent  veri  qnfyrten; 
byt  fi{tfi  az  %e  ery  %i  old  buks  uuld  fiil 
prizifrv  Tpem,  and  etimalodfiifis  uuld  Tgir 
fuind  Tpem.  Uurds  in  T?i  kors  av  tyim^ 
tfiendfi.  tyr  ntiiniys,  az  uel  az  tyr  fpelitj. 
and  pronunfiefiyn  ;  and  ui  du  nat  luk  to 
etimalodfii  far  Tper  prezent  miiniys.  If 
i(i  fiuld  kal  e  man  e  Neev  and  e  Vikny 

X  [Dr.  Franklin  ufed  to  lay  fome  little  ftrefs  on  this  circumftance, 
when  he  occasionally  fpoke  on  the  fubject.  *  A  dictionary  formed 
*  on  this  model  would  have  been  ferviceable  to  him,  he  (aid,  even 
'  as  an  Amtrican  j*  becaufe  from  the  want  of  public  examples  of 
pronunciation  in  his  own  country,  it  was  often  difficult  to  learn  the 
proper  found  of  certain  words,  which  occurred  very  frequently  in 
our  EngHfli  writings,  and  which  of  courfe  every  American  very  well 
anderftood  as  to  their  meaning. 

I  think  I  have  feen  a  French  grammar,  which  endeavoured  to  re- 

prefent  the  French  pronunciation,  by  a  refolution  of  it  into  Englifh 

.  letters ;  but  for  want  of  proper  characters,  it  feemed  an  embarraffed 

bunnefs. — Is  not  die  bad  fpelling  obferved  in  French  mannfcripts, 

owing  in  fome  degree  to  the  great  variance  between  their  orthography 

-tad  pronunciation  t    £.  ] 

P  p  p  2  bi 
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hi  uuld  hardti  bi  fatisftpd  tity  mqi  teli$ 
him,  Tpat  uun  av  %i  utfrds  oridfiinali 
fgnifyid  onli  e  lad  ar/tfrvant ;  and  J* 
H%Hr> an  undyr  plauman,ar  %i  inhabitant 
av  e  viledfi.  It  iz  from  prezent  iufedfi 
*nlt\  %i  miiniy  av  uyrds  iz  to  bi  dityr- 
mined. 

lurfetynd inkanviniens  iz,  %at  "  f$  difi 
u  tinhfiqn  bituiin  uyrds  av  difyrent  muniy 
<c  and  fimilarfaund  uuld  bi  di/lraqid"-— 
}?at  diflinkfii{n  iz  alredi  difiratfidin  pro- 
vaunfiy  tym ;  and  ui  rilyi  an  %i  Jens  albn 
av  tyfentens  to  afyrteen,  huhfi  av  ^i fever  at 
ttyrdfy  fimilar  infaund,  ui  intend.  If  T^it 
tzfyffient  in  %i  rapiditi  av  dr/kors,  it  uit 
hi  mutfi.  mor  fo  in  riten  fentenfes  j  huitfi: 
me  bi  red  lezfiurli ;  and  at  ended  ta  mor 
parttkularH  in  hi  av  dijitylti,  Tpan  Ui  ban 
atend  to  e  pa  ft  Jenten$}  huyil  e  fpityr  ix 
byn/iig  i/s  alag.  uify  nu  ut/ns. 

lur  tyrd  inhanvinien*  iz*  Tpat  uaal%i 
**  buh  alredi  riten  uuld  bi  iujkf^-r-fyu p'mk 

ianviniens 
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itanviniens  uuld  onli  kum  an  gradually  in 
g  kors  av  edfies.  Iu  and  i/i,  and  qpur 
turn  Ihin.  ridyrsy  uuld  bardli  forget  pi 
tut  av  pern.  Piipil  uuld  long  lurn  to  rud 
pi  old  nfitifa  pb  pi  prahifl  pi  nu.—And 
pi  inkanvinient  iss  not  greter,  pan  huat 
hes  ahtuali  bapend  in  afimilar  kes,  in  Itelu 
Far  merit  its  inhabitants  aal  fpok  and  rot 
Latin  :  az  pi  languedfi  tfiendjfid,  pifpelig. 
falod  it.  It  iz  tru  'pat  at  prezenty  e  mur 
ynlarrid  It  alien  kanat  rnd  pi  Latin  buhs  ; 
fo  pe  erftil  red  and  undt/rjlud  byi  menu 

fy**  *fP*Jpefy  hd  nevt£r  b*n  tfiendfiea\ 
hi  uuld  nau  bev  faund  it  mqt/i  mor  difi- 
h(lt  to  riid  and  rtpt  biz  on  languadfi  %  ; 
far  riten  uqrds  uuld  bev  bad  no  rite/iijn  to 
founds y  pe  uuld  onli  bev  fiud  far  pips  ; 
fo  pat  if  H  uuld  ekfpres  in  ryitiij.  pi  qidia 
hi  bez9  Men  hi  founds  ty  uurd  Vefcova,. 
bimifft  iuz'pi  leterz  Epifcopus*— ■/#  fiart* 

X  [That  it,  fuppofmg  it  flill  to  have  kept  op  to  its  oft  form  or 
latin  fpelling,  and  not  to  Have  changed  to  the  prefent  form  of 
(tflian  fpelling..    E.J 

buatever 
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hvatevtr  %i  dtfiki/Itt'%  and  inkanvmienfiz 
nau  er,  T?e  uil  bi  mor  iizili  Jqrmaunted 
ttau,  %an  biraftqr.y  arid  Jqm  tt^imar 
yfyt/r,  it  mi{fi  hi  dyn\  ah  aur  rtfitig.  uii 
bikt/m  %i  Jem  ufy  tyT/iyMiiz  $,  az  to  ty 
difitylti  av  tyrnig.  and  iuziy.  it.  And  it 
uuld  alredi  hev  bin  /qt/iy  if  ui  had  kari- 
tinud  Tpi  Sakfyn  fpelig.  and  ryitiy,  iuzed 
byi  mr  forfdfyers. 

iji  am\  myi  diirfrinJy 

iurs  afek/lynetli,     : 

B.  Franklin*. 
Lyndi/n, 
Kreven-ftrnt, 
Sept.  28, 1768. 

I  Chinefe. 

•  [Perhaps  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  had  the  new  letter* 
eafl  upright,  in  order  to  have  fuited  with  Roman  inftead  of  Italic 
character* :  But  it  did  not  occur  till  too  late.  —  If  an}  ftlfe  Spelling 
has  appeared  in  the  above,  it  is  as  fair  to  attribute  it  to  the  editor  as 
ao  the  author.    E.] 


Oft 
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On  the  Vis  Inertizb  of  Matter. 

In  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Baxter. 

ACCORDING  to  my  proipife,  I  fend  you 
**  in  writing  my  obfervations  on  your  book  * : 
You  will  be  the  better  able  to  confider  them  ; 
which  I  defire  yon  to  do  at  your  leifure,  and  to 
iet  me  right  where  I  am  wrong. 

,  I  ftumble  at  the  threshold  of  the  building,  and 
therefore  have  not  read  farther.  The  author's  Vi$ 
Inertia  effential  to  Matter,  upon  which  the  whole 
work  ib  founded,  I  have  not  been  able  to  compre- 
hend.    And  I  do  not  think  he  demonftrates  at  all 


•  [It  was  a  book,  intitled  An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  the  Human 
Soul,  wherein  its  Immateriality  is  evinced,  He. — One  of  the  chief 
objects  of  this  book  was  to  prove  that  a  refiftance  to  any  change  is 
effential  to  matter,  confequently  incontinent  with  a8i<ve  powers' i or 
it ;  and  that  if  matter  wants  active  powers,  an  immaterial  being  is 
neceflary  for  all  thofe  effects,  &c.  afenbed  to  its  own  natural  powers. 
—After  ftating  the  feveral  proofs  queftioned  by  Dr.  Franklin,  of  a 
Viswrt/<f,  or  "force  of  inertneis"  in  matter,    the  author  adds; 

•  If  the  immateriality  of  the  foul,  the  exigence  of  God,  and  thi 

*  necefltty  of  a  mod  particular  inceflant  providence  in  the  world, 
f  are  demonftiable  from  fuch  plain  and  eafy  principles ;  the  atheift 
c  has  a  defperate  caufe  in  hand.'  (See  the  3d  edit.  p.  1—8.)— In 
feet,  Mr.  Baxters  doctrine  feems  to  eftablifti,  rather  than  difprove* 
tn  activity  in  matter ;  and  confequently  to  defeat  his  own  concluiion* 
were  not  that  concluficin  to  be  found  from  other  premifes.  Prima 
facie  it  feems  better  for  Mr.  Baxter's  fyftem,  to  fuppofe  matter  />- 
capabfe  offeree  or  effort,  even  in  the  cafe,  as  he  calls  it,  of  refitting 
change ;  which  cafe  appears  to  me  no  other  than  the  fimpfc  one,  of 
matter  not  altering  its  (late  without  a  caufe,  and  a  caufe  exactly  pro* 
portioned  to  the  effect.    £.] 

clearly 
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clearly  (at  leaft  to  me  he  does  not)  that  there  is 
r&Myfucb  a  property  in  matter. 

He  fays,  Nd.  2.  €  Let  a  given  body  61r  tnafs  of 

*  matter  be  called  a,  and  let  any  given  celerity  be 

•  called  c.  That  celerity  doubled,  tripled,  &c.  or 
c  halved,  thirded,  &c.  will  be  2  c,  3  c,  &c.  or 
4  t  c>  f  c>  tec*  refpedtively  :  Alfo  the  body  dou- 

*  bldd,  tripled,  6r  halved,  thirded,  #rH  bef  %a% 
4  3  a,  or  f  a,  *a,  ttfpc&Welf.9  -  Thus  far  is 
ctear. — But  he  adds,  €  Wow  to  move  the  botya 
4  with  the  celerity  t,  requires  a  certain  force  tb 
4  be  imprefled  upon  it ;  and  to  moVe  it  With  a  ce^ 

•  lerity  as  i  c9  rfcquires  twice  that  force  to  be  irxv- 
4  preued  upon  it,  Ike.9  Here  I  ftrfpeft  foiiib 
miftake  creeps  in  by  the  author's  not  diftinguifh* 
ing  between  a  great  force  applied  at  once,  or  a 
fmall  one  continually  applied,  to  a  mafs  of  matter, 
in  order  to  move  it  J.  I  think  it  is  generally  allowed 
by  the  philofophers,  and  for  aught  we  know,  is 
certainly  true,  that  there  is  ho  mafsof  matter,  how 
great  foevcr,  but  may  be  moved  by  any  force  hoitr 
fmall  foevcr  *  (taking  fri&ion  out  of  the  quefiiori;) 
and  this  fmall  force  continued,  will  in  time  bring 
the  mafs  to  move  with  any  velocity  whatfoev&*# 
—Our  author  himfelf  feems  to  allow  this  towards 
the  end  of  the  fame  No.  2.  when  he  is  fubdw 
viding  his  celerities  and  forces :  for  as  in  conti- 
nuing the  divifion  to  eternity  by  his  method  of 

t  [It  would  not  have  been  inconfiftent  in  Mr.  Baxter,  to  admit  aa 
augmentation  of  force  from  fucceflive  applications  of  it ;  in  which 
cafe  a  fmall  force  often  repeated,  is  no  longer  a  faiall  force,  bat 
becomes  a  large  fum  of  forces.    E.] 

•  [See  the  following  note.    B.] 
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"f  *,  f  *Y  ?*>  t*i  !&^-  y^atah  ntver  come  to  a 
-tttuStibli  6f  velocity  l!ia!t  festal  to  or,  or  noce- 
ittfty  at  all;  lb  dividing  th6  force  in  the  fame 
ttiatiiier,  you  tan  ntter  come  to  a  fradtion  of  force 
that  will  not  produce  an  equal  fra&ion  6f  celerity, 
>— Where  then  is  the  mighty  Vislnertiae,  and  what 
is  its  fbrength ;  when  the  greateft  affignable  mafs 
of  matter  will 'give  way  to,  or  be  mpved  by  the 
leafi  affignable  Forte?  Suppofe  two  globes  equal 
to  the  fan  and  to  one  another,  exadtty  equipoifed 
in  Jove's  balance;  fuppofe  no  friftion  in  the  cen- 
ter of  rtiotion,  in.  the  beam  or  elfewhere:  If  a 
mufketo  thenr  were  to  light  on  one  of  them,  would 
he  not  give  motion  to  them  both/  caiifing  one  to 
•defcend  and  the  other  to  rife?  If  it  is  objedted  that 
the  force  of  gravity  helps  one  globe  to  defcend, 
I  anfwer,  the  fame  force  oppofes  the  other's  rifing : 
Here  is  an  equality  that  leaves  the  whole  motion 
to  be  produced  by  the  mufketo,  without  whom 
thofe  globes  would  not  be  moved  at  all. — What 
then  does  Vis  Inertia  do  in  this  cafe  ?  and  what 
other  efFeft  could  we  expeftjf  there  were  nofucb 
thing  f  Surely  if  it  were  any  thing  more  than  a 
pharitom,  there  might  be  enough  of  it  in  fuch  vajl 
bodies  to  annihilate,  by  its  oppofition  to  motion, 
fo  trifling  a  Force? 

Our  author  would  have  i-eafoned  more  clearly, 
I  think,  if,  as  he  has  ufed  the  letter  a  for  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  matter,  arid  c  for  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  ederity,  he  had  employed  one  letter  more, 
&tid  put/ perhaps,  for  a  certain  quantity  of  force. 
Thii  let  us  fuppofe  to  be  done  j  and  then  as  it  is 

Qjq  q  a  maxim 
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a  maxim  that  the  force  of  bodies  .in  motion  is 
equal  to  the  quantity  of  matter  multiplied  by  the 
celerity,  (or f=cx a);  and  as  the. fprce  receiv- 
ed by  and  fubfifting  in  matter,  when  it  is  put  in 
motion,  can  never  -exceed  the  force  given ;  So  if 
f  moves  a  with  c,  there  muft  needs  be  required  zf 
to  move  a  with  2  c ;  for  a  moving  with  2  c  would 
have  a  force  equal  to  zf,  which  it  could  not  re- 
ceive from  \f\  And  this,  not  becaufe  there  is  fuch 
a  thing  as  Vis  Ihertise,  for  the  cafe  would  be  the 
fame  if  that  bad  no  exi/ience;  but  becaufe  nothing 
can  give  more  than  it  has, — And  now  again,  if  a 
thing  can  give  what  it  has,  if  if  can  to  1  a  give 
1  c,  which  is  the  fame  thing  as  giving  it  if;  (i.e. 
if  force  applied  to  matter  at  reft,  cai^  put  it  ia 
motion,  and  give  it  equal  force  j)  where  then  is  Vis 
Inertiae  ?  If  it  exifted  at  all  in  matter,  fhould  we 
not  find  the  quantity  of  its  refiftance  .fubt rafted 
from  the  force  given  ? 

In  No.  4.  our  author  gees  on  and  fays,  "  the  body 
"  a  requires  a  certain  force  to  be  imprefled  on  it  to 
"  be  moved  with  a  celerity  as  c,  or  fuch  a  force 
41  is  fteceflary;  and  therefore  it  makes  a  certain 
"  refiftance,  &c. :  a  body  as  2  a  requires  twice 
44  that  force  to  be  moved  with  the  fame  celerity, 
44  or  it  makes  twice  that  refiftajice*  and  fo  on." 
—This  I  think  is  not  true;  but  that  the  body  2  a 
moved  by  the  force  if  (though  the  eye  may  judge 
otherwife  of  it)  does  really  move  with  thq  fcme 
celerity  as  it  did  when  impelled  by  the;  fame [ljprc$;- 
"for  2  a  is  compounded  of  1  a  + 1  a,;:  and  if  each  of 
the  1  a\  or  each  part  of  the  comppupd  w^jmf^fe 

to 
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to  move  with  1  c  (as  they  might  be  by  if  J  then 
the  whole  would  move  with  2  c ,  and  not  with  1  c, 
as  our  author  fuppofes.  But  if  applied  to  2  a 
makes  each  a  move  with  ■£■  c ;  and  fo  the  whole 
moves  with  1  c  -,  exadtly  the  fame  as  1  a  was  made 
to  do  by  1  ybefore.  What  is  equal  celerity  but  a 
meafuring  the  fame  *  fpace  by  moving  bodies  in  the 
fame  time  ? — Now  if  1  a  impelled  by  1  y'meafures 
100  yards  in  a  minute;  and  in  2  a  impelled  by  if 
each  a  meafures  50  yards  in  a  minute,  which  added 
make  100 ;  are  not  the  celerities  as  the  forces 
equal  ?  and  fince  force  and  celerity  in  the  fame 
quantity  of  matter  are  always  in  proportion  to  each 
other,  why  fhould  we,  when  the  quantity  of  mat- 
ter is  doubled,  allow  the  force  to  continue  unim- 
paired, and  yet  fuppofe  one  half  of  the  celerity  to 
be  loft  *  ? — I  wonder  the  more  at  our  author's 

•  [Dr.  Franklin's  rtafoning  feems  only  to  prove,  that  where  bodies 
of  different  mafles  have  equal  force,  they  '  meafure  equal  fpace  in 

*  equal  times.'  For  allowing  that  2  a  moves  100  yards  in  a  minute 
(becaufe  it  moves  two  feparate  50  yards  in  that  time)  yet  furely 
that  fpace  is  not  the  Jams  with  that  of  the  100  yards  moved  by  1  a , 
in  the  fame  time,  though  it  may  be  equal  to  it :  For  the  body  2  a- 
(that  is  a  and  a)  in  the  firft  cafe,  defcribes  a  broad  double  fpace  ; 
and  the  body  1  a,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  defcribes  a  long  and  fmgle 
fpace.— There  is  a  farther  confideration  which  may  ftiew  the  diffe- 
rence of  celerity  and  force :  For  when  Dr.  Franklin  fays  in  his  fe- 
cond paragraph,  that  *  there  is  no  mafs  of  matter,  how  great  foever, 

*  but  may  be  moved,  with  any  velocity ,  by  any  continued  force,  how 

*  fmall  foever;'  I  aflt  whether  the  moving  body  muft  not  have  its 
force- rather  in  the  fhape  of  much  celerity,  than  of  much  matter,  for 
this  purpofe ;  fince  without  much  celerity  it  would  not  move  fall 
enough  to  apply  its  force  to  give  the  required  velocity  ;  even  though 
its  quantity  of  matter,  and  confequently  of  force,  were  infinite. — 

*  Equal  celerity  therefore  in  moving  bodies,  is  their  meafuring  equal 

*  (pace,  akng  a  continued  line,  in  equal  time.'  Equal  fpace  meafured 
along  a  number  of  /mailer  parallel  lines,  fuits  cafes  of  equal  motion 
indeed,  but,  according  to  this  corrected  definition,  not  of  equal  cele- 
*i*y.    E.J 
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nriftake  in  this  point,  fin^e  in  the  fame  nu.mt>$f  I 
find  him  obferving :  u  We  may  eafily  conceive 
"  that  a  body  as  3  a,  4  a,  &c.  would  make  3  or 
t€  4  bodies  equal  to  once  a,  each  of  which  would 
"  require  once  the  firft  force  to  be  moved  with 
"  the  celerity  c"  If  then  in  3  a,  each  a  require s 
once  the  firft  force  f  to  be  moved  with  the  celerity 
r,  would  not  each  move  with  the  force^ and  ce- 
lerity c\  and  confequently  the  whole  be  3  Alloy- 
ing with  ^f  and  3  c  ?  After  fo  diftindfc  an  observa- 
tion, how  could  he  mifs  of  the  confequence*,  z#d 
imagine  that  1  c  and  3  c  were  the  fame  ?  Tfrijs  *s 
our  author's  abatement  of  celerity  in  the  cafe  ef 
2  a  moved  by  1  f  is  imaginary*  fo  mufl  be  hi$ 
additional  refiftance. — And  here  again,  I  ana  ^t  a 
lofs  to  difcover  any  effedt  of  the  Vis  Inestiap. 

In  No.  6.  he  tells  us  "  that  all  this  is  like  wife 
"  certain  when  taken  the  contrary  way,  \i&.Jr<m 
**  motion  to  re/i $  for  the  body  a  moving  with  $* 
"  certain  velocity,  as  c9  requires  a  certain 4£&&fc 
**  of  force  or  refiftance  to:  ftop  that  motions.  &c> 
"  &c."  that  is,  in  other  words,  equafcfotfe,  ijb 
neeeflary  to  deftroy  force.  It  may  be  to>  But  hoqr 
does  that  difcover- a  Vis  Inertiae?  would  ii6tcth£ 
efFedt  be  the  fame  if  there  were  no  fu$k  tbingl  A 
force  iyftrikes  a  body  t  ^,  and  move Sc it  with  the 
celerity  i.r,  i.  e.  with  the  force  if::  It  re^rjsl^ 
even  according  to  our  author*  only  a^oppofin^ 
if  to  flop  it.  But  ought  it  not  (if  thece  were  a 
Vis  Inertiae)  to  have  not  only  thg  force  if*  but 
an  additional  force  equal  to  the  force  of  Vis  In^ 
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tiae,  tbat  obftinatt power  by  which  a  body  endeavours 
.with  all  its  might  to  continue  in  its  trefentjtate,. 
whether  *f  motion  or  reji  ?  I  fay,  ougnt  there  not 
to  be  an  oppofing  force  equal  to  the  fum  of  thefe  ? 
-~The  truth  however  is,  that  there  is  no  bodyv 
how  large  foever,  moving  with  any  velocity,  how 
great  foever,  but  may  be  flopped  by  any  oppofing 
force,  how  fmaTI  foever,  continually  applied.  At 
leaft  all  our  modern  philofophers  agree  to  tell  us  fo.. 

Let  me  turn  the  thing  in  what  light  I  pleafe,  I 
cannot  difcover  the  Vis  Inertias,  nor  any  effedt  of 
it.  It  is  allowed  by  all,  that  a  body  1  a  moving 
with  a  velocity  1  c,  and  a  force  ifjiriking  another 
body  1  <rat  reft,  they  will  afterwards  mov*  on  to- 
gether, each  with  f  c  and  \f\  which,  as  I  faid: 
before,  is  equal  in  the  whole  to  k  and  \f.  If 
Vis  Inertias,  as  in  this  cafe,  neither  abates  the 
force  nor  the  velocity  of  bodies,  what  does  it,  or 
how  does  it  difcover  itfelf  ? 

I  imagine  I  may  venture  to  conclude  my  obfer- 
vations  on  this  piece,  almoft  in  the  words  of  the- 
author ;  That  if  the  dodtrines  of  the  immateriality 
of  the  foul  and  the  exiftence  of  God  and  of  divine- 
providence    are   demonftrable    from    no   plainer 
principles,  the  deift  [i.  e.  theiji\  has  a  defperate 
caufe  in  hand.     1  oppofe  my  theiji  to  his  atheiflv 
becaufe  1  think  they  are  diametrically  oppofite ;; 
and  not  near  of  kin,  as  Mr.  Whitfield  feems  to* 
foppofe;  where  (in  his  journal)  he  tell  us,."  M.  B. 
€<  was  a  deijiy  I  hadalmoji  faid  an  atbeiji  y    that  is>> 
chalk,  I  had  almoft  faid  charcoal.. 

TfiK 
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The  din  of  the  market  *  increafes  upon  me ; 

and  that,  with  frequent  interruptions,  has,  I  find, 

made  me  fay  fome  things  twice  over;  and,  I  fup- 

pofe,  forget  fome  others  I  intended  to  fay.  It  has, 

however,  one  good  efFeft,  as  it  obliges  me  to  come 

to  the  relief  of  your  patience  with 

Your  humble  fervant, 
B*  Franklin. 


••  [Hungerford-market,  near  Craven-Areet,  where  Dr.  Franklia 
aifually  refided  when  in  London.    £.] 
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Experiments  > .  Obfervations%  and  FaSfs,  tending  fa 
fupport  the  opinion  of  the  utility  oj long  pointed 
rods,  for  fecuring  buildings  from  damage  byftrokes 
of  lightning  %. 

Experiment  I. 

THE  prime  conductor  of  an  eleCtric  machine,. 
A.  B.  <f  being  fupported  about  lof  inches 
above  the  table  by  a  wax-ftand,  and  under  it  erect- 
ed a  pointed  wire  j\  inches  high  and  -J-  of  an  inch 
thick,  tapering  to  a  (harp  point,  and  communicat- 
ing with  the  table;  When  the  point  (being  upper- 
moft)  is  covered  by  the  end  of  a  finger,  the  con* 
duCtor  may  be  full  charged,  and  the  electrometer 
c  *,  will  rife  to  the  height  indicating  a  full  charge: 
But  the  moment  the  point  is  uncovered,  the  ball 
of  the  electrometer  drops,  (hewing  the  prime  con- 
ductor to  be  inftantly  difcharged  and  nearly  emp- 
tied of  its  electricity. — Turn  the  wire  its  blunt  end. 
upwards,  (which  reprefents  an  unpointed  bar*) 
.and  no  fuch  effeCt  folloyvs,  the  electrometer  re- 
maining at  its  ufual  height  whea  the  prime  con- 
ductor is  charged. 

Obfervation* 
What  quantity  of  lightning,  a  high  pointed  rod. 
well  communicating  with  the  earth  may  be  ex- 

X  Read  at  the  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  erefting  con- 
ductors to  fecure  the  magazines  at  JPmfleek    Aug.. 27,  1772. 
f  [See  t>.e  plate.    EJ 
••  Mr.  Henley  V 
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ipecfted  to  difcharge  from  the  clouds  filently  in  a 
fhort.  time,  is  yet  unknown;  but  I  have  reafon. 
from  a  particular  fatt  to  think  it  may  at  fome  times 
be  very  great. — In  Philadelphia  I  had  fuch  a  rod 
4ixed  to  the  top  of  my  chimney*  and  extending 
about  nine  feet  above  it.  From  the  foot  of  this 
rod,  a  wire  (the  thicknefs  of  a  goofe  quill)  came 
through  a  covered  glafs  tube  in  the  roof1,  and  down 
through  the  well  of  the  ftair-cafe;  the  lower  eni 
conne&ed  with  the  iron  fpear  of  a  pump.  On 
the  (lair- cafe  Oppofite  to  my  chamber-door,  the 
wire  was  divided ;  the  ends  feparated  about  fix 
inches,  a  little  bell  on  each  end ;  [and]  between 
the  bells  a  little  brafs  ball  fufpended  by  a  (ilk 
thread,  to  play  between  and  ftrike  the  bells  when 
-clouds  pa/Ted  with  electricity  in  them.  After  hav- 
ing frequently  drawn  fparks  and  charged  bottles 
from  the  bell  of  the  upper  wire,  I  was  one  night 
waked  by  loud  cracks  on  the  ftair-cafe.  Starting 
up  and  opening  the  door,  I  perceived  that  the 
brafs  ball,  inftead  of  vibrating  as  ufual  between 
the  bells,  was  repelled  and  kept  at  a  diftance  from 
both ;  while  the  fire  paflfed  fometimes  in  very 
large  quick  cracks  from  bell  to  bell  5  and  fome- 
times in  a  continued  denfe  white  ftream,  feeming- 
ly  as  large  as  my  finger,  whereby  the  whole  ftair- 
cafe  was  enlightened  as  with  funftiine,  fo  that 
one  might  fee  to  pick  up  a  pin  *.     And  from  the 

#  Mr.  De  Romas  faw  (till  greater  quantities  #f  lightning  brought 
down  by  the  wire  of  his  kite.  He  had  "  cxplofions  from  it,  thenoife 
44  of  which  greatly  refembled  that  of  thunder,  and  were  heard  (from 
"  without)  into  the  heart  of  the  city,  notwithitanding  the  various 
«  noifes  there,— The  fire  feen  at  the  iafiant  of  U*  expiofion  had  the 

«  Jhape 


fM.P.]  Jenfrmg  Bu^h^sfrm  Lightning,    48^ 

apparent  quantity  thus  difcharged,  I  cannot  but 
conceive  that  a  number  *  of  fuch  conductors  muft 
confiderably  leflen  that  of  any  approaching  cloud, 
before  it  comes  fo  near  as  to  deliver  its  contents  in 
9  general  ftroke : — An  efFedi  not  to  be  expedted 
from  bars  unpointed\  if  the  above  experiment  with 
the  blunt  end  of  the  wire  is  deemed  pertinent  to 
the  cafe. 

Experiment  JI. 

(  The  pointed  wire  under  the  prime  coiadudor 
Continuing  of  the  fame  height*  fmck  it  between 
the  thumb  and  finger  near  the  top,  Co  s&juftto  con* 
ceal  the  point  \  then  turning  the  globe,  the  elec- 
trometer will  rife  and  mark  the  full  charge.  Slip 
tfie  fingers  down  fo  as  to  difcover  about  half  an 
ifiehof  the  wire,  then  another  half  inch,  and  then 
another ;  at  every  one  of  thefe  motions  difcovering 
mort  and  more  of  the  pointed  wire;  you  will  fe# 
the  electrometer  fall  quick  and  proportionabtyy 
flopping  when  you  flop.  If  you  flip  down  the 
whole  dijiance  at  once,  the  ball  falls  inftantly  down 
to  the  ftem. 

Obfervation. 
From  this  experiment  it  feems  that  a  greater* 
effedt  in  drawing  off  the  lightning  from  the  clouds 
may  be  expedted  from  long  pointed  rods,  than 

"  fhape  of  a  fpindle  eight  inches  long  and  five  lines  in  diameter.— 
**  Yet  from  the  time  of  the  explofion  to  the  end  of  die  experiment, 
•*  no  lightning  was  feen  abore,  nor  any  thunder  heard.— At  another) 
41  time  the  dreams  of  fire  ifiuing  from  it  were  obferved  to  bean  inch 
««  thick  and  ten  feet  long."— Set  Dr.  Pritfiley's  Hiftory  of  EleOricity^ 

•  Twelve  were  propofedon  and  near  the  jaagtnacs  at  Purfleet. 

Rrr  from 
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from  jhort  ones;  I  mean  from  fuch  as  fhow  the 
greateft  length,  above  the  building  they  are  fixed  on* 

Experiment  III. 

Inftead  of  pinching  the  point  between  the 
thumb  and  finger,  as  in  the  taft  experiment,  keep 
the  thumb  and  finger  each  at  near  an  inch  diflancf 
from  it,  but  at  thejame  height,  the  point  betweetv 
them.  In  this  fituation,  though  the  point  is  fairly 
expofed  to  the  prime  conductor,  it  has  little  or  no 
effedt ;  the  ele&rometer  rifes  to  the  height  of  a 
full  charge. — But  the  moment  the  fingers  are  taken* 
away,  the  ball  falls  quick  to  the  ft  em. 
Obfervation. 

To  explain  this,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  one  reafon> 
of  the  fudden  effecSt  produced  by  a  long  naked- 
pointed  wire  is,  that  (by  the  repulfive  power  of 
the  pofitive  charge  in  the  prime  conductor)  tha 
ijatural  quantity  of  eledtricity  contained  in   the 
pointed  wire  is  driven  down  into  the  earth,  and 
the  point  of   the  wire  m.^de  ftrongly  negative  y? 
whence  it  attracts  the  eledtricity  of  the  prime  con— 
dudtor  more  ftrongly  than  bodies  in  their  natural 
ftate  would  do;  the  Jmafl quantity  qf  common  mat- 
ter in  the  point,  not  being  able  by  its  attra&ive. 
force  to  re tam  its  natural  quantity  of  the  eleftric. 
fluid,  againft  the  fojee  of  that  repulfiori.; — But  the 
finger  and  thumb  being  fubftantial  and  blunt  bo-' 
dies,  though  as  near  the  prime  conductor,  hold 
up  better  their  own  natural  quantity  againft  thi* 
force  of  that  repulfion  -,  and  fo,  continuing  nearly, 
in.  the  natural  jftate,  they  jointly  operate  on.  the 
:,  »  ■  ....  ek&ric 
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ele&ric  fluid  in  the  point,  oppofing  its  defcent, 

.and  aiding  the  point  to  retain  it- J;  contrary  to  the 

repelling  power  of  the  prime  conduftor,  which 

-would  drive  it  down. — And  this  may  alfo  ferve  to 

explain  the  different  powers  of  the  point  in  the 

.preceding  experiment,  on  the  flipping  down  the 

finger  and  thumb  to  different  diftances*. 

Hence  is  collected,  that  a  pointed  rod  eredted 

between  two  tall  cbimnies,  and  very  little  higher, 

(an  inftance  of  which  I  have  feen )  cannot  have  fo 

.  good  an  effedt,  as  if  it  had  been  eredted  on  one  of 

the  chimneys,  its  whole  length  above  it. 

Experiment  IV. 

If,  in/lead  of  a  long  pointed  wire,  a  large  folid 

body,  (to  reprefent  a  building  without  a  point)  be 

brought  under  and  as  near  the  prime  condudtof, 

.when  charged ;  the  ball  of  the  electrometer  will 

Jail  a  little ;  and  on  taking  away  the  large  body, 

will  rife  again. 

"#•  ^  Ob/ervation. 
Its  rifing  again  (hows  that  the  prime  condu&or 
loft  little  or  none  of  its  eleftric  charge,  as  it  had 
done  through  the  point:  The  falling  of  the  ball 
while  the  large  body  was  under  the  conductor, 
therefore  fhows  that  a  quantity  of  its  atmofphere 
was  drawn  from  the  end  where  the  eledtrometer 

J  [Perhaps  their  firft  and  principal  tendency  is,  to  repel  and 
thereby  leffen  the  influence  of  the  fluid  in  the  conduftor.  See  die 
concluding  note.     E.] 

*  [If  I  remember  well,  the  French  tranflation  of  this  paper  in 
M.  Dubourg's  edition,  requires  fome  revifion  as  to  this  paragraph. 
E.J  ~ 
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is  placed  *  to  the  part  immediately  over  the  large 
body,  and  there  accumulated  ready  to  ftrike  into  it 
with  its  whole  undiminished  force*  as  fbonaswitfo- 
in  the  ftriking  diftance ;  and,  were  the  prime  con- 
ductor moveable  like  a  cloud \  it  would  approach 
the  body  by  attraction  till  within  that  diitance. 
The  fwift  motion  of  clouds,  as  driven  by  the  winds*, 
probably  prevents  this  happening  (o  often  as  other- 
wife  it  might  do ;  for,  though  parts  of  the  cloud 
may  ftoop  towards  a  building  as  they  pafs,  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  attraction,  yet  they  are  carried 
forward  beyond  the  ftriking  diftance  before  they 
could  by  their  defcending  come  within  Lu 

Experiment  V. 

Attach  a  (mail  light  lock  of  cotton  to  the  under- 
fide  of  the  prime  conductor,  fothat  it  mayhanjg 
down  towards  the  pointed  wire  mentioned  in  the 
firft  experiment.  Cover  the  point  with  your  finger, . 
and  the  globe  being  turned,  the  cotton  will  extend 
itfelf,  ftretching  down  towards  the  fcnger  as  at  a ; 
but  on  uncovering  the  point,  it  inftamly  flies  up  t<* 
the  prime  conductor,  as  at^,  and  continues  there 
as  long  as  the  point  is  uncovered.  The  moment 
you  cover  it  again,  the  cotton  flies  down  again, 
extending  itfelf  towards  the  finger;  and  the  fame 
happens  in  degree,,  if  (inftcad  of  the  finger)  you 
uie,  uncovered,,  the  blunt  ^end  of  the  wire  upper- 
noft. 

*  [i.  e.  drawn  Tot  a  time,  to  a  different  >*rf  of  the  condaftor,  but. 
ftot  profit.    E.] 

Qbftr- 
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Qbfervation* 
To  explain  this,  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  cotton,  by 
its  connection  with  the  prime  conductor,  receives 
from  it  a  quantity  of  its  electricity ;  which  occa- 
fions  its  being  attracted  by  the  Jinger  that  remains 
ftill  in  nearly  its  natural  ftate.  But  when  a  point 
is  oppofed  to  the  cotton,  its  eledtricity  is  thereby 
taken  from  it,  fafter  than  it  can  at  a  diftance  be: 
fupplied  with  a  frefh  quantity  from  the  conductor. 
Therefore  being  reduced  nearer  Xo  the  natural  ftate,. 
it  is  attracted  up  to  the  ele&rified  prime  conductor ;. 
rather  than  down,  as  before,  to  the  finger. 

Suppofing  farther  that  the  prime  conductor  re- 
prefents  a  cloud  charged  with  the  ele&ric  fluid ; 
the  cotton,  a  ragged  fragment  of  cloud  (of  which 
the  underfide  of  great  thunder  clouds  are  {ecn  to 
have  marty ;)  the  finger,  a  .chimney  or  higheft 
part  of  a  building**— We  then  may  conceive -that 
when  fuch  a  cloud;paffes  over  a  building,  ,  fome  one 
of  its  ragged  under-hanging  fragments  may  be 
drawn  down  by  the  chimney  or  other  high  part: 
pf  the  edifice;  creating  thereby  a  more  eafy-com- 
'munication  between  it  and  the  great  cloud — But  a; 
long  pointed  rod  being  prefented  to  this  fragment,, 
jnay  pecaiion  its  receding,  like  the  cotton,  .up  to 
ihe  great  cloud ;  and  thereby  increafe,  inftead  of 
kffening  the  diftance,  fo  as  often  to  make  it  greater- 
than  the  ftriking  diftance. ---Turning  the  blunt  end! 
of  a  ndire  uppermost,  (which  reprefehts  the  un- 
pointed bar)  it  appears  that  -the  fame  goo&  effe& 
is  .not  from  that  to  be  expedted.— Along  pointed 
nod  it  is  therefore  imagined,,  may  prevent,  fome: 

iirakes^ 
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ftrokes ;  as  well  as  conduB  others  that  fall  upon 
it,  when  a  great  body  of  cloud  conies  on  (p  heavily 
that  the  above  repcllHijg  operation  on  fragmepts 
cannot  take  place. 

Experiment  VI.  ' 
Oppofite  the  fide  of  the  prime  condu&or  place 
feparately,  ifolated  by  wax  ftems,  Mr.  Canton's 
two  boxes  with  pith  balls  fufpended,by  fine  linen 
threads.  On  each  box,  lay  a  wire  fix  inches  long 
and  -J-  of  an  inch  thick,  tapering  to  a  (harp  point; 
but  fo  laid,  as  that  four  inches  of  the  pointed  end 
of  one  wire,  and  an  equal  length  of  the  blunt  end 
of  the  other*  may  projeft  beyond  the  ends  of  the 
boxes ;  and  both  at  1 8  inches  diftance  from  the 
prime  condu&or. — Then  charging  the  prime  con- 
ductor by  a  turn  or  two  of  the  globe,  the  balls  of 
each  pair  will  feparate;  thofe  of  the  box  whence 
the  point  projefts  moft,  confiderably ;  the  others 
lefs. — Touch  the  prime  conduflor,  and  thofe  of 
the  box  with  the  blunt  point  will  collapfe,  and  join* 
Thofe  <:onne6tcd  with  the  point  will  at  the  fame 
time  approach  each  other,  till  within  about  an  inch, 
and  there  retrain  ** '  "     ■ 

Obfervation. 
This  feems  a  proof,  that  though  the  fmall  (hap- 
pened part  of  the  wire  muft  have  had  a  lefs  natural 
quantity  in  it  before  the  operation,  than  the  thick 
blunt  part ;  yet  a  greater  quantity  was  driven  down 
from  it  to  the  balls.     Thence  it  is  again  inferred 

*  [For  though  the  conductor  is  difcharged,  the  m  about  it  i* 
not.    E.J  ■*....». 

that 
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that  the  pointed  rod  is  rendered  more  negative:  and 
farther,  that  if  ijiroke  mujijall  from  the  cloud 
over  a  building,  furnifhed  with  fuch  a  rod,  it  is 
more  likely  to  be  drawn  to  that  pointed  rod,  than 
to  a  blunt  one;  as  being  more  ftrongly  negative*, 
and  of  courfeits  attraction  ftrqpger.— r  And  it  feems: 
more  eligible,  that  the  lightning  (hould  fall  on  the 
point  of  the  conductor  (provided  to  convey  it  into 
the  earth,)  than  on  any  other  part  of  the  building, 
thence  to  proceed  to  fuch  condudlor. — Which  end 
is  alfo  more  likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  length  and 
loftinefs  of  the  rod ;  as  protecting  more  extensive- 
ly the  building  under  it. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  eredting  pointed 
rods  upon  edifices,  is  to  invite  and  draw  the  lightning 
into  them;  and  therefore  dangerous, — Were  fuch 
rods  to  be  ercdted  on  buildings,  without  continuing 
the  communication  quite  do wri  into  the  moift  earth* 
this  objection  might  then  have  weight ;  but  when 
fuch  compleat  condudtors  are  made,  the  lightning, 
i$  invited  not  into  the  building,  but  into  the  earthy 
the  Situation  it  aims  at ;  and  which  it  always  feize& 
every  help  to  obtain,  even  from  broken  partial" 
metalline  condudtors. 

It  has  alfo  been  fuggeffcd,  that  from  fuch  elec- 
tric experiments  nothing  certain  caq  be  concluded  as{ 
to  the  great  operations pf "nature;  fince  it  is x)fen 
fcen  that  experiments*  whreh  -have  fucceedtA  kt 
fhiall,  in  lafge  have  failed. — It  is  rruethat  in  me^ 
ehanics  this  has  fpmetimes  happened.  But  wh^nt: 
it  is  coniidexed  that  we  ewe  qui  frit  iu?gwkdae 
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of  the  nature  and  operations  of  lightning,  toob* 
fervationeon  fuch  (mail experiments;  and  thatoa 
carefully  comparing  the  moft  accurate  accounts  of 
former  fads,  an4  the  exa&eft  relations  of  thdfe 
that  have  occurred  finoe,  the  efFedts  have  furpriz^ 
ingly  agreed  with  |fce  theory $  it  is  humbly  con* 
ceived  that  in  natural  philofophy,  in  this  brands 
of  k  at  lead,  the  fuggeftion  has  not  fo  much? 
weight;  and  that  the  farther  new  experiments  now 
adduced  in  recommendation  of  long  fharp-pointed 
rods,  rbay  have  fome  claim  to  credit  and  confide-- 
ration.  > 

It  has  been  urged  too,  that  though  points  may 
have  confiderable  effedts  on  ajmall  prime  conductor 
at  fmall  dijtances ;  yet  on  great  clouds  and  at  great 
Aifiances9  nothing  is  to  be  expe&edfrom  them.— 
To  this  it  is  anfwered,  that  in  thok  fmall  experi- 
ments it  is  evident  the  points  a<3:  at  a  greater  than 
the  Jtriking  diftance ;  and  in  the  large  way,  their 
iervige  is  only  expeSled  where  there  isfucb  nearnefs. 
of  the  cloud,  as  to  endanger  ajlroke;  and  there,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  the  points  muft  have  fome  ef- 
fect. And  if  the  quantity  difcharged  by  a  fingle 
pointed  rod  may  be  lb  confiderable  as  I  have  fhown 
it;  the  quantity  difcharged  by  a  numhfer,  will  be 
proportionably  greater. 

r.  But  this  part  of  the  theory  does  no*  depend  alono, 
on  fmall  experiments.— bince  the /practice  of  cre<9> 
ing  pointed  rods  in  America,  (now  near  20  years*) 
five  of  them  have  been  ftruck  by  lightning;  viz. 

•  [About  the  year  iftai    E.J 

:  Mr; 
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Mr.  Raven's  and  Mr.  Maine's  in  South  Carolina; 
Mr.  Tucker's  in  Virginia ;  Mr.  Weft's  and  Mr, 
Moulder's  in  Philadelphia.  Poffibly  there  may 
have  been  mort  that  have  not  come  to  my  know- 
ledge. But  in  every  one  of  thefe,  the  lightning 
.did  not  fall  upon  the  body  of  the  houfe,  but  pre- 
cifely  on  the  feveral  points  of  the  rods;  and, 
though  the  coifdu&ors  were  fometimes  notfuji- 
<ientjty  large  and  compliatt  was  conveyed  into  the 
■earth,  without  any  material  damage  to  the  build- 
ings.— Fa<3s  then  in  great,  as  far  as4  we  have 
them  authenticated,  juftify  the  opinion  that  is 
drawn  from  the  experiments  in/mail  as  above  re- 
lated. 

It  has  alfo  been  objected,  that  unlefs  we  knew 
the  quantity  that  might  pojjibly  be  difcharged  at 
one  ftroke  from  the  clouds,  we  cannot  be  fure  we 
liave  provided  Jiifficient  conductors ;  and  therefore 
cannot  depend  on  their  conveying  away  all  that 
i$9y  fall  on  their  points. —Indeed  we  have  nothing 
to  form  a  judgment  by  in  this  cafe  but  paft  fadts ; 
and  we  know  of  no  inftance  where  a  compleat  con- 
ductor to  the  moift  earth  has  been  inefficient, 
if  half  an  inch  diameter.  It  is  probable  that 
many  ftrokes  of  lightning  have  been  conveyed 
through  the  common  leaden  pipes  affixed  to  houfes 
to  carry  down  the  water  from  the  roof  to  the 
ground :  and  there  is  no  account  of  fuch  pipes 
being  melted  and  deftroyed,  as  muft  fometimes 
have  happened  if  they  had  been  inefficient.— We 
cap  then  only  judge  of  the  diiuenfions  proper  for 

S  s  s  a  con'- 
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a  conductor  of  lightning,  as  we  do  of  thofc  pro- 
per for  a  conductor  of  rain,    by  paft  obfervation* 
And  as  we  think  a  pipe  of  three  inches  bore  fuf- 
ficient   to  carry  off  the  rain  that  falls  on  a  fquare 
of  20  feet,  becaufe  we  never  faw  fuch  a  pipe  glut- 
ted by  any  fhower;  fo  we  may  judge  a  conductor 
of  an  inch  diameter,  more  than  fufficient  for  any 
itroke  of  lightning  that  will  fall  on  its  point.     It 
is  true  that  if  another    deluge    fhould  happen 
wherein  the  windows  of  heaven  are  to  be  opened, 
fuch  pipes  may  be  unequal  to  the  falling  quantity  ; 
and  if  God  for  our  fins  fhould  think  fit  to  rain  fire 
upon  us,  as  upon  fome  cities  of  old,  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  our  conductors  of  whatever  fize,  fhould 
fccure  our  houfes  againft  a  miracle.— Probably  aa 
water  drawn  up  into  the  air  and  there  forming 
clouds,  is  difpoled  to  fall  again  in  rain  by  its  na- 
tural gravity,  as  foon  as  a  number  of  particles  fuf- 
ficient to  make  a  drop  can  get  together ;  fo  when 
the  clouds  are  (by  whatever  means)  over  or  under- 
charged [with  the  eleSlric  Jluid]  to  a degree  fuffi- 
cient to  attradt  them  towards  the  earth,  the  equi- 
librium is  reftored,  before  the  difference  becomes 
great  beyond  that  degree.  Mr. Lanes  ele£irometery 
for  limiting  precifely  the  quantity  of  a  fhQck  that 
is  to  be  adminiftered  in  a  medical  view,  may  fer ye 
to  make  this  more  eafijy  intelligible.     Ifhe  dif- 
charging  knob  does  by  a  fcrew  approach  the  con- 
ductor to  the  diftance  intended,  but  there  remains 
fixed^     Whatever  power  there  may  be  in  the  glais 
globe  to  collet  the  fulminating  fluid,  and  what- 
ever capacity  of  receiving  and  accumulating  it 

there 
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there  may  be  in  the  bottle  or  glafs  jar ;  yet  neither 
the  accumulation  or  the  difcharge,  ever  exceeds 
the  deftined  quantity.  Thus,  were  the  clouds 
always  at  a  certain  fixed  diftance  from  the  earth, 
all  difcharges  would  be  made  when  the  quantity 
accumulated  was  equal  to  the  diftance :  But  there 
is  a  circumftance  which  by  occafionally  leflening 
the  diftance,  leffens  the  difcharge;  to  wit,  the 
moveablenefs  of  the  clouds,  and  their  being  drawn 
nearer  to  the  earth  by  attraction  when  electrified  ; 
fo  that  difcharges  are  thereby  rendered  more  fre- 
quent and  of  courfe  lefs  violent.  Hence  whatever 
the  quantity  may  be  in  nature,  and  whatever  the 
power  in  the  clouds  of  collecting  it ;  yet  an  accu- 
mulation and  force  beyond  what  mankind  has  hi- 
therto been  acquainted  with,  is  fcarce  to  be  ex- 
pected*. 

Aug.  27,  1772.  B.  F. 


•  [It  may  be  fit  to  mention  here,  that  the  immediate  occafion  of 
the  difpute  concerning  the  preference  between  pointed  and  blunt 
conductors  of  lightning,  arofe  as  follows. — A  powder  mill  having 
blown  up  atBrefcia,  in  confequence  of  its  being  (truck  with  lightning, 
the  Englifh  board  of  ordnance  applied  to  their  painter,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
then  of  fbme  note  as  an  electrician,  for  a  method  to  prevent  the 
like  accident  to  their  magazines  at  Ptirfleet.  Mr.  Wilfon  having 
advifed  a  blunt  conductor,  and  it  being  underftood  that  Dr. 
Franklin's  opinion,  formed  upon  the  fpot,  was  for  a  pointed  one  ; 
the  matter  was  referred  in  1772,  to  the  Royal  Society,  and  by  them 
as  ufual,  to  a  committee,  who,  after  confultation,  prefcribed  a  me- 
*  thbd  conformable  to  Dr.  Franklin's  theory.  But  a  harmlefs  ftroke  of 
lightning,  having  under  particular  circumftances,  fallen  upon  one  of 
the  buildings  and  its  apparatus  in  May  1777 ;  the  fubjett  came  again 
into  violent  agitation,  and  was  again  referred  to  the  fociety,  and 
by  the  fociety  again  referred  to  a  new  committee,  which  committee 
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confirmed  the  decifwn  of  the  firft  committee.  As  the  difpute  ih» 
the  public  opinion  is  not  yet  clofed,  for  this  and  for  other 
reafons,  I  have  been  very  fummarv  in  my  account  of  it. —It  is 
fuperfluous  to  add  perhaps,  that  in  the  coune  of  this  controverfy,. 
•(which  after  occupying  attention  from  the  firft  perfonages  at  home,, 
has  found  its  way  abroad)  Mr.  Henly  and  Mr.  Nairne  have  very 
much  fignalized  themfelves,  as  Dr.  Franklin's  defenders ;  and  that 
our  author's  opinions  are  now  likely  to  find  another  principal  and: 
farther  advocate  in  Lord  Vifcount  Mahon. 

Without  going  much  into  the  general  queftion,  I  beg  permiffion 
here,  to  throw  out  a  hint,  on  the  nature  and  effect  of  blunt  and 
pointed  terminations  in  conductors  of  the  electric  fluid.— A  point  of 
conducting  matter,  it  may  be  obferved,  attracts  the  fluid  by  virtue 
only  of  that  fingle  point.  But  if  a  mafs  of  fuch  matter  is  connected 
with  the  fluid,  the  fluid  becomes  attracted  not  only  by  the  particle 
of  matter  diametrically  before  it,  but  by  thofe  partides  likewife  that 
lie  to  the  right  and  left  of  it :  Juft  as  when  three  or  four  perfons  fit 
"clofe  together  in  a  row  at  a  table,  'with  each  a  taper  before  him,, 
reading ;  they  not  only  receive  the  illumination  of  their  own  par- 
ticular taper,  but  that  proceeding  from  thcJiJe  rays  of  their  neigh- 
bours ;  fo  as  all  of  them  to  fee  better,  than  if  each  were  placed: 
with  his  taper  in  a.  feparate  room.— But  farther*  When  conducting 
bodies  connected  with  the  earth,,  are  faid  to  be  in  their  natural 
ftate  refpecting  electricity,  it  is  not  meant  that  they  are  then  with- 
cut  electricity ;  but  only  that  they  have  no  more  than  their  (hare  in. 
the  general  diftribution  of  it  throughout  nature  :  Every  fuch  body 
has  its  portion ;  greater  or  fmaller  according  to  what  it  is  able  rela- 
tively to  contain*.  The  point,,  and  the  blunt  mafs  therefore  juft 
mentioned,  have  diffcren /.collections  of  fluid,,  even  in  what  is  called, 
their  natural  date*;  becaufe  the  retaining  power  in  blunt  bodies  is 
'greater,  in  proportion  to  its  number  of  particles,  than  in  the  point  f% 
—When  therefore  zprttiruaturaUychsaged  body  isprefented  to  fudu 
a  blunt  body,  it  finds  in  it  a  confiderable  collection  of  fluid,  by 
which  its  own  charge  is  repelled , .  and  that  at  fome  diftance.  But  when . 
a  point  is  prefented,  the  fluid  of  the  preternaturally  charged  body 
approaches  very  near  it,  and  then  by  its  fuperior  force  (more  eafily 


•  [This  nttandftate.il  a  fort  of  mean,  between,  the  preternatural  and  nega- 
tive flatcii  and  hi  existence  if  well  known  from  many  experiments  to  electro* 
ciant.    E.J 

f   [It  i$  true  alio  that  when  the  charge  thickens,    the  rtpellauy  of  tbt  JUuk' 
incrcafei  for  the  fame,  and  other  reafoot  $  but  then,  to  a  certain  pitch,  the  fu- 
fcnor  force  of  the  iacjtafoj  attra&oa  balances  this,    S.] 

than. 
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than  in  the  former  cafe)  drives  away  the  natural  charge,  in  order 
to  get  at  the  point ;  which  having  done,  it  quickly  makes  ufe  of  it  as 
a  mere  conductor.  In  this  cafe  it  is  feen  why  a  preternatural  charge 
eafily  pufhes  into  a  point,  to  which  it  is  placed  oppofite,  (in  order  to 
come  to  an  equilibrium  with  the  earth.)  —  But  a  preternatural 
charge  alfo  eafily  pufhes  out  of  a  point,  with  which  it  is  connected, 
in  order  to  go  into  the  neighbouring  bodies ;  for  a  preternatural 
ele&ric  charge  is  (if  one  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion)  fo  felf- 
repellent,  as  to  be  ever  ready  to  burft  and  difperfe ;  and  as  it  is  of 
no  confequence  that  fome  parts  of  the  body  in  which  it  refides, 
are  faithful  to  their  truft,  provided  other  parts  are  fo  weak  as  to  ad- 
mit its  efcape,  the  neighbouring  bodies  con tefl  the  pofleffion  at  the 
weaker  fpot ;  and  by  that  meant  draw  off  fp  much  of  the  charge  as 
is  preternatural,  foon  leaving  the  fluid  reduced  to  its  natural  (tandard. 
—  In  the  cafes  therefore  both  of  ingrefs  and  egrefs,  the  point  is  with, 
great  facility  ftripped  of  its  natural  charge,  and  becomes  converted, 
for  a  moment  from  a  retainer  of  the  fluid  into  a  mere  conductor  of  it. 
As  to  the  cafe  of '  conductors  again  ft lightnings  one  may  be  very  well; 
content  to  have  found  out  a  means  of  contriving  a  paflage  for.  the 
ftroke,  where  it  can  do  no  harm,  which  paflage  it  fhall  prefer  to  the 
building,  to  which  it  might  do  harm.  And, a  metal  rod  it  feems. 
anfwers  this  purpofe ;  being  cheap  with  refbeft  to  expence,  and  a; 
much  better  inviter  of  the  fluid  than  the  building.  But  for  the 
fame  reafon  that  we  ufe  a  metalline  rod,  as  being  a  better  conductor 
of  the  fluid,  than  the  building  itfelf,  it  fhould  feem  that  we  ought 
to  prefer  a  metalline  rod  that  is  pointed ';  becaufe  the  point  (virtually); 
greatly  increa/es  the  inviting  powers  of  the  metal. — It  is  not  indeed. 
to  be  fuppofed  that  we  mould  conftruft  the  pointed  conductors  of  a. 
wanton  height ;  fo  as  to  make  them  interfere  with  lightning  that; 
would  not  itfelf  interfere  with  the  building  *. — But,  if  it  fhould; 
appear,  that  the  rods  prefcribed  for  common  ufe  are  more  than  fuf- 
£aent  to  conduct  the  largefl  ftroke  ever  known  to  take  place ;  and: 
if  it  fhould  alfo  appear  that  fender  elevated  points  have  a  remarkable 
tendency  not  only  to  conduit  a  ftroke  when  upon  its  paflage,  pre- 
ferably to  a  blunt  termination ;  but  to  Ileal  it  away  from  the  charged 
clouds  filentlyand  piece-meal,  before  it  can  come  in  the  form  o£ 
a  ftroke,  thereby  preventing  that  ftroke ;  (and  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  do  .very  evidently  appear;)  then  it  will  be  found  that  much, 
more  danger  is  left  by  low  conductors,  than  can  poflibly  be  incurred: 
by  any  particularly  elevated  pointed  ones ;  ana  confequently  that 


*  [Unlefs  for  inftancc  it  was  placed  on  fome  principal  eminence  or  building, 
in  a  town,  where  it  fhoold  fcrve  by  that  meaai  aj  a  fort  of  general  protection. 
to  the  town*    JL*\ 

it 
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it  is  much  fafer  to  exceed  in  the  one  way,  than  to  be  deficient  in  the 
other.— As  to  the  points  on  the  feveral  buildings  atPurfleet,  the  only 
fault  in  them,  (if  there  was  any  fault)  feems  to  have  been  their  not 
being  high  and  frequent  enough. 

There  is  more  perhaps  to  be  faid  on  thefe  fubjects,  but  thefe  pages 
are  the  property  of  Dr.  Franklin.     E.] 

P.  S.  There  is  a  difficulty  however  to  be  anfwered  here  with  re*. 
fpedt  to  the  attrac7i*ve  influence  of  blunt  conductors.  For  it  may  be 
thought  that  if  a  blunt  body  acts  fo  powerfully  upon  its  natural 
charge,  it  ought  for  the  fame  reafon  to  be  proportionally  inviting  to 
a  foreign  charge.— Let  then  the  letters  ABC,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  ftand,  refpectively  reprefentthe  blunt  body,  the  natural 
charge,  and  the  foreign  charge.  The  foreign  charge  is  here  allowed 
to  be  flrongly  attracted  by  the  blunt  body  A  ;  but  fince  the  natural 
charge  B  intervenes  between  them,  the  repellency  of  that  natural 
charge  acts  from  a  nearer  poft  than  the  attraction  of  A  ;  and  as  its 
quantity  and  repellency  is  in  the  firft  inftance  proportioned  (in  fome 
meafure)  to  the  attraction  of  A,  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  pofition  ; 
the  invitation  to  a  foreign  charge  is  thus  confiderably  checked  in  the 
blunt  body. — As  to  the  point,  its  merit  lies,  not  in  its  attraction  of 
the  fluid,  but  in  its  giving  little  oppofition  to  its  paffage,  whether 
it  be  going  in  or  coming  out  of  it. 

But  farther :  It  may  be  thought  that  if  a  fuperior  quantity  of 

natural  charge  furrounds  blunt  bodies,  compared  with  pointed  ones; 

Mr.  Canton's  pith -balls  ought  to  di/co<ver  the  difference. — But  I  an- 

fwer  that  the  fuperior  charge  in  blunt  bodies  cannot  afreet  the  balls 

by  attracting  them  ;  For  attraction  acts  only  between  bodies  that  are 

difproportionately  charged ;  but  as  the  balls  and  blunt  body  have 

equally  been  communicating  with  the  mafs  of  fluid  in  the  earth, 

the  affair  of  competition  and  proportion  has  been  previoufly  fettled 

between  them,  and  they  cannot  now  differ.     Neither  can  the  charge 

of  the  blunt  body  repel  the  balls;  For  fi  nee  other  bodies  drawing 

proportionable  mares  of  fluid  from  the  earth  furround  or  in   the 

prefent  ftate  of  things  are  connected  with  the  balls ;  thofe  other 

bodies  mull  lofe  their  charges,  before  the  balls  can  be  driven  back 

upon  them ;  but  thofc  charges  are  held  up  in  the  bodies  by  the 

common  mafs  of  fluid  in  the  earth,  which  is  the  fame  force  that 

holds  up  the  fluid  in  the  blunt  body  itfelf,  (that  would  otherwise 

"become  difperfed,  down  to  acertain  proportion.)     -  However  though 

bodies  containing  the  natural  charge,  are  thus  feen  not  affected  by 

Its  diffeicnt  difbibutions,  yet  it  may  happen  othcrwife  with  the  fluid 

itfelf  that  .eonllitutes  this  charge:  For  fuppofe  two  blunt  bodies, 

communicating  with  the  earth,  to  be  brought  near  each  other;  the 

jfluid  in  each  body  repelling  that  in  the  oppofite,  and  the  attraction 

in 
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in  each  body  diminifliing  that  in  the  oppofite,  fome  of  the  fluid  from 
each  body  muft  recoil  and  retire  into  the  earth  ;  the  mafs  of  fluid 
in  which  earth  therefore  muft  for  the  time  be  augmented  and  dis- 
turbed ;  though  in  a  degree  fo  infinitely  fmall,  as  to  be  infenfible*. 
In  like  manner  if  feveral pointed  conductors  that  before  flood  Sepa- 
rate, are  put  by  the  fioc  of  each  other ;  they  will  inftantly  have 
more  fluid  collected  round  them,  than  when  in  their  (eparate  ftate ; 
(owing  to  the  union  of  each  other's  fpare  lateral  influences,  as  men- 
tioned above :)  Which  (hews  that  conductors  with  fingU  points,  or 
otherwife  points  placed  fufficiently  a/under  f,  are  the  fafeft  for  our 
buildings  and  the  molt  powerful  for  our  electrical  machines.  la 
which  latter  cafe  (of  the  machines)  the  neceflity  for  retaining  the 
fluid  that  is  collected,  affords  a  farther  and  ilronger  reafon  againft 
their  multiplicity;  fince  if  by  any  accident,  points  are  placed  in  a 
fkuation  where  they  do.  not  receive  the  fluid,  they  will  in  general  be 
fure  to  emit  it.     E.J 


•  [The  difference  of  juxta-pofitioo  and  reparation  in  bodies,  as  to  the  charges 
they  will  contain,  is  proved  in  Dr.  Franklin's  letters,  p.  129,  130,  and  in 
Beccaria  on  Artificial  Eleclricity,  art.  457 ;  the  fame  thing  happening  in  an 
artificial  charge,  which  is  here  affirmed  concerning  a  natural  one.     £•] 

f  [Therefore  pieces  of  metal  with  teeth  like  a  faw,  feem  «a  feveral  account* 
pot  fo  proper  as  long  flender  points  of  metal.    R<] 
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Suppofitions  and  ConjeStures  towards  forming  aa 
Hypothefis,  for  the  explanation  of  the  Aurora 
Borealis  *. 


i.    A  IR  heated  by  any  means,  becomes  ran- 
'    ■**'  fied,  and  fpecifically  lighter  than   other 
air  in  the  fame  fituation  n<5t  heated. 

2.  Air  being  made  thus  lighter  rifes,  and  the 
neighbouring  cooler  heavier  air  takes  its  place. 

3.  If  in  the  middle  of  a  room  you  heat  the  air 
by  a  ftove,  or  pot  of  burning  coals  near  the  floort 
the  heated  air  will  rife  to  the  ceiling,  fpread  over 
the  cooler  air  till  it  comes  to  the  cold  walls; 
there,  being  condenfed  and  made  heavier,  it  de- 
fends to  fupply  the  place  of  that  cool  air  which 

had  moved  towards  the  ftove  or*  fire,  in  order  to 
fupply  the  place  of  the  heated  air  which  had  af- 
cended  from  the  fpace  around  the  ftove  or  fire. 

4.  Thus  there  will  be  a  continual  circulation 
of  air  in  the  room*  which  may  be  rendered  vifible 
by  making  a  little  fmoke,  for  that  fmokewill  rife 
and  circulate  with  the  air. 

[N.  B.  Whenever  an  afterifk  or  other  mark  is  put  in  the  text 
.above,  a  note  to  correfpond  with  it  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the 
piece ;  numbered  as  the  article  in  the  text  is  numbered,  and  the  fub- 
je&  of  it  there  briefly  recapitulated.  The  notes  may  be  read  at 
Jeifure.    E.] 

5.  A 
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5.  A  fimihf  operation  r$  performed  by  nature 
on  the  air  of  this  globe.  Our  atmofphere  is  of 
a  certain  height,  perhaps  at  a  medium  [  ] 
miles :  Above  that  height  it  is  fo  rare  as  to  be 
almoft  a  vacuum.  The  air  heated  between  the 
tropics  is  continually  rifing ;  its  place  is  fup- 
plied  by  northerly  and  foutherly  winds,  which 
come  from  the  cooler  regions. 

6.  The  light  heated  air  floating  above  the  cooler 
and  denfer,  muft  fpread  northward  and fouth ward; 
and  defcend  near  the  two  poles,  to  fupply  iht 
place  of  the  cool  air,  which  had  moved  towards 
the  equator. 

7.  Thus  a  circulation  of  air  %  is  kept  Up  hi 
our  atmofphere,  as  in  the  room  above  mentioned. 

8.  That  heavier  and  lighter  air  may  move  in 
currents  of  different  and  even  oppofite  dire&ion, 
appears  fbmetimes  by  the  clouds  that  happen  tii 
be  in  thofe  currents,  as  plainly  as  by  the  ftiiolrt 
in  the  experiment  above  mentioned* — Alfo  in 
opening  a  door  between  two  chambers,  orie  o£ 
which  has  been  warmed,  by  holding  a  candle 
near  the  top,'  near  the  bottom*  and  near  the 
middle,  you  will  find  a  ftrong  current  of  watai 
air  pafling  out  of  the  warmed  roofti  above,  and 
another  of  cool  air  entering'below ;  while  in  the 
middle  there  is  little  or  no  motion  • 

9*  The  great  quantity  of  vapour  rifing  between 
the  tropics  forms  clouds,  which  contain  mtick 
eledtricity. 

Some  of  them  fall  in  rain,  before  they  come 
to  the  polar  regions.  io*  If 

T  t  t 
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10.  If  the  rain  be  received  in  an  ifolated 
veflel,  the  veflel  will  be  eledtrified  -,  for  every  drop 
brings  down  fome  eledtricity  with  it. 

ii.  The  fame  is  done  by  fnow  or  hail. 

12.  The  eledtricity  fo  defcending,  in  temperate 
*  climates*  is  received  and  imbibed  by  the  earth. 

13.  If  the  clouds  are  not  fufficiently  difcharged 
by  this  gradual  operation,  they  fometimes  dis- 
charge themfelves  fuddenly  by  ftriking  into  the 
earth,  where  the  earth  is  fit  to  receive  their  elec- 
tricity. 

1 4.  The  earth  in  temperate  and  warm  climates 
is  generally  fit  to  receive  it,  being  a  good  conduc- 
tor. 

15.  A  certain  quantity  of  heat  will  make  fome 
bodies  good  conductors,  that  will  not  otherwife 
condudh 

.     16.  Thus  wax  rendered  fluid,  and  glafe  foften> 
ed  by  heat,  will  both  of  them  condudl. 

17.  And  water,  though  naturally  a  good  con- 
ductor, will  not  condudt  well,  when  frozen  into 
ice  by  a  common  degree  of  cold  $  not  at  all,  where 
the  cold  is  extreme  -j-. 

1 8.  Snow  falling  upon  frozen  ground  has  been 
found  to  retain  its  eledtricity ;  and  to  communi- 
cate it  %  to  an  ifolated  body,  when  after  falling, 
it  has  been  driven  about  by  the  wind. 

v  19.  The 
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19.  The  humidity  contained  in  all  the  equa- 
torial clouds  that  reach  the  polar  regions,  muft 
there  be  condenfed  and  fall  in  fnow. 

20.  The  great  cake  of  ice  that  eternally  covers 
•thofe  regions  may  be  too  hard  frozen  to  permit 

the  electricity,  defcending  with  that  fnow  -f,  to 
enter  the  earth. 

21.  It  may  therefore  be  accumulated  upon  that 
ice. 

22.  The  atmofphere  being  heavier  in  the  polar 
regions,  than  in  the  equatorial,  will  there  be 
lower ;  as  well  from  that  caufe,  as  from  the  fmal- 
ler  effedt  of  the  centrifugal  force ;  confequently  the 
diftance  of  the  vacuum  above  the  atmofphere  will 
belefs  at  the  poles,  than  elfewhere;  and  probably 
touch  lefs  than  the  distance  (upon  the  furface  of 
the  globe)  extending  from  the  pole  to  thofe  lati- 
tudes in  which  the  earth  is  fo  thawed  as  to  receive 
and  imbibe  eledtricity  ;  (the  froft  continuing  to 
lat.  80  %,  which  is  ten  degrees,  or  600  miles 
from  the  pole;  while  the  height  of  the  atmofphere 
there  of  fuch  denfity  as  to  obftrudt  the  motion  |j 
of  the  eledtric  fluid,  can  fcarce  be  efteemed  above 
[  ]  miles). 

23.  Thevacuum  above  is  a  good  condu<5lor  *. 

24.  May  not  then  the  great  quantity  of  elec- 
tricity, brought  into  the  polar  regions  by  the. 
clouds,  which  are  condenfed  there,  and"  fill  in 
fnow,  which  electricity  would  enter  the*  earth,' 

T  1 1  2  but 
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but  cannot  penetrate  the  ice;  may  it  not,  I  fayr 
(as  a  bottle  overcharged)  break  through  that  low 
atmofphere,  and  run  along  in  the  vacuum  over 
the  air  towards  the  equator ;  diverging  as  the  de- 
grees of  longitude  enlarge ;  ftrongly  vifible  where 
denfeft,  and  becoming  lefs  vifible  as  it  more  di- 
verges ;  till  it  finds  a  paflage  to  the  earth  in  more 
temperate  climates,  or  is  mingled  with  their  up- 
per air  ? 

25^  Iffuch  an  operation  of  nature  were  really^ 
performed,  would  it  not  give  all  the  appearances 
of  an  Aurora  Borealis  ? 

26.  And  would  not  the  auroras  become  more 
frequent  after  the  approach  of  winter  <f .-  not  only 
becaufe  more  vifible  in  longer  nights ;  but  alfo 
becaufe  in  fummer  the  long  prefence  of  the  fun? 
may  foften  the  furface  of  the  great  ice  cake,  and 
render  it  a  conductor,  by  which  the  accumulation 
of  eledtricity  in  the  polar  regions  will  be  prevent- 
ed ? 

27.  The  atmofphere  of  the  polar  regions  %  be- 
ing made  more  denfe  by  the  extreme  cold,  and 
All  the  moifture  in  that  air  being  frozen;  may  not 
any  great  light  arifing  therein,  and  pafling  through 
it,  render  its  denlity  in  fome  degree  vifible  during 
the  night  time,  to  thofe  who  live  in  the  rarer  air 
of  more  fouthern  latitudes ;  and  would  it  not  irt 
that  cafe*  although  in  itfelf  a  complete  and  fulL 
circle,  extending  perhaps  ten  degrees  from  the 

f)le,  appear  to  foedtators  fo  placed  (who  could 
c  ojijhr  a  patf  Qi\x\inthe  form  of  augment;  it* 

chord 
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chord  refting  on  the  horizon,  and  its  arch  elevated 
more  or  lefs  above  it  as  feen  from  latitudes  more 
or  lefs  diftant ;  darkijh  in  colour,  but  yttfujjiciently 
tr an/parent  to  permit  fome  ftars  to  be  feen  thro'  it. 
28.  The  rays  of  eledtric  matter  ifluing  out  of 
a  body,  diverge  *  by  mutually  repelling  each 
other,  unlefs  there  be  fome  conducting  body  near, 
to  receive  them:  and  if  that  conducting  body  be  at 
a  greater  diftance,  they  WiWJirJi  diverge ,  and  theti 
converge  in  order  to  enter  it.  May  not  this  account 
for  fome  of  the  varieties  of  figure  feen  at  times  in 
the  motions  of  the  luminous  matter  of  the  auroras : 
fince  it  is  poffible,  that  in  paffing  over  the  atmo- 
fpherc,  from  the  north  in  all  diredtions  or  meri- 
dians, towards  the  equator,  the  rays  of  that  mat- 
ter may  find  in  lhany  places,  portions  of  cloudy 
region,  or  moift  atmofphere  under  them,  which 
(being  in  the  natural  or  negative  ftate)  may  be  fit 
to  receive  them,  and  towards  which  they  may 
therefore  converge :  and  when  one  of  thofe  receiv- 
ing bodies  is  more  than  faturated,  they  may  again 
diverge  from  it,  towards  other  furrounding  mafles 
of  fuch  humid  atmofphere,  and  thus  form  the 
crowns  -f*,  as  they  are  called,  and  other  figures 
mentioned  in  the  histories  of  this  meteor  $  ?. 


Note* 


5 1  o    Identity  of  the  Aurora  and  EleElric  Fluid. 


Notes  ttf  the  preceding  Paper. 

*  [If  I  miilake  not,  this  paper  was  read  to  the  Royal  Academy 
©f  Sciences  at  Paris,  at  the  meeting  held  immediately  after  Ealter 

I77?-,         .  .  .  .  ■    /    , 

Diicoveries  relative  to  the  electricity  of  the  atmolphere, .  feem  the 

property  of  Dr.  Franklin.  Having  explained  \\tjubftance  of  light- 
ning, and  the  means  of  dif arming  iis  fury,  having  furnifhed  the 
principal  fads  and  conjecTores  for  determining  its  mode  of  colleftion 
and  d/jictarge,  along  with  our  clouds ;  it  remained  for  him  to  inflruft 
us  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Aurora  Borealis. — He.  modeflly  calls  it  only 
a  preparation  towards  an  hyporhefis ;  but  there  arc  few  ele&ricians 
who  will  not  fee  discovered  in  it  fundamentals  of  its  canfe ; 
and  hereafter  when  contemplating  this  meteor,  pay  their  tribute  to 
Dr.  Franklin. 

I  find  it  neceffary  to  obferve  however,  that  Dr.  Franklin' appears 
to  have  little  ditiieulty  in  fuppofing  the  electric  fluid  and  the  matter 
of  the  auroras,  to  be  one  and  the  fame ;  an,d.only  inquires  ho<w  the 
fluid  comes  to  be  found  in \fituation  fit  for  producing  the  appear- 
ances there  exhibited. — He  does  not  therefore  enumerate  any  of  thoie 
articles  in  which  they  mutually  correfpond\  fuch  as  the  diffufed  milky 
light,  the  fifent  flitting,  and  fometimes  convulfed  corrufcations  of 
tharlightj  -the  federal  varieties  of  colour,  Sec.  that  are -alike  feen 
in  the  auroras,  #nd  our  lefs  perfect  artificial  vacuums  when  elettrU 
fled  ;  together  with  other  circumftances  of  refembiance  that  are  to 
be  collected  from  the  hypothecs  itfelf. 

The  convuJJtd  corrufcations  indeed  in  the  auroras,  mo/l  refemble 
the  repetitions  of  the  llroke  obfervable  in  lightning ;  which  how- 
ever, being  acknowledged  electrical,  comes  to  the  fame  thing. — And 
the  repetitions  in  both  cafei  may  be  fuppofed  owing  to  the  difcharge 
of  one  colle&ion  of  the  fluid  along  the  conducting  paffagc,  being 
inftaatly  followed  by  the  difcharge  of  another  from  a  more  diflant 
refcrvoir,  fucceeding  into  die  vacancy  the  firft  has  lefr,  and  then 
itfelf  rufhing  in  turn  to  the  conducting  paflfage:  And,  as  many  in 
number  as  the  con  netted  refervoirs  are*  fo  frequent  will  be  the 
repetition  of  the  ftroke  ;  the  firfl  difcharges  being  neceflarily  the 
mofl  violent  \. — But  if  thefe  corrufcations  mould  not  all  of  them 

■f  [Accounts  arc  often  given  of  ftrok.es  of  lightning,  which  are  faid  to  have  di- 
vided themfelvcs  upon  their  pa(Tage  in  different  directions  ?  May  not  thefe  appear- 
ances mere  frequently  arife  from  the  explofion  and  dtfiipation  of  the  firft  difcovered 
conductors,  by  the  firft  discharge*  $  which,  makes  it  neceffary  lor  \he  following  dif- 
charges to  feck  other  courfts  ?  f.  J 
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arife  from  abfolute  difcharges,  (and  it  may  be  fuppofed  from  obfer- 
vation  that  they  do  not,)  then  perhaps  the  fluid  may  be  confidered  at 
thefe  moments  as  under  the  operation  of  certain  accidents  that  may 
attend  it  in  its  infulation  f.  — Indeed  thofe  flill  and  detached  clouds 
of  light,  fo  often  feen  in  the  auroras,  out  of  reach  of  the  rrorth;  are 
hardly  to  be  accounted  for,  even  allowing  the  theory,  without  fup- 
pofing  an  infulation  that  is  in  fome  degree  permanent.    £.] 

[  J  §  7.  "  Thus  a  circulation  of  [humid]  air  is  kept  up  in  our 
"  atmofphere." — There  are  fome  facls  to  be  related  here,  which 
may  elucidate  our  author's  conjectures.     i°.  The  effeel  of  the  fun' 
on  our  atmofphere  is  held  to  be  powerful  enough,  to  give  an  almofl 
inflexible  direction  to  the  lower  air  (or  trade  winds  J  in  the  northern 
Atlantic,  to  the  vaft  diftance  of  2000  miles  from   the   equator  ; 
(which  is  near  y  of  the  diftance  to  the  polar  ice -cake,  afterwards 
Jpoken  of.)  —  20.  The  courfe  of  thefe  trade  winds  about  the  tropic 
of  cancer,  being  to  the  north-ward  of  eait,  implies  a  great  vacancy 
made  in  thofe  lower  latitudes  where  thefe  winds  are  only  at  eaft ; 
and  as  the  air  in  thofe  parts  is  moft  rarified  and  fwelled,  fuch  va- 
cancy can  only  happen  from  the  air's  rifing ;  particularly  as  the  fea 
there  keeps  the  heat  at  a  tolerable  equilibrium,  and  vapour  may  be 
fuppofed  to  increafe  the  volume  of  air.  —  30.  Only  about  ±  of  the 
equator  appears  to  pafs  over  land ;  the  reft  extending  along  water* 
much  of  which  water  is  therefore  in  the  way  of  the  heated  air's  im- 
bibing*.— 40.  A  fmall  thin  ftream  of  air,  pafling  through  colder 
air,  would  quickly  lofe  its  heat;  but  where  a  <vaft  mafs  of  warm  air 
rifes,  (fuch  as  a  fegment  of  the  atmofphere,)  though  the  outer  parts 
of  it  that  occafionally  touch  colder  foreign  bodies  may  be  fpeedily 
cooled,  yet  the  circumftances  of  the  dtuation  and  expoiure  only  can 
be  expecled  to  cool  the  inner  parts.     Thus,  the  vaft  mafs  of  waters 
heated  by  the  tropical  fun  in  the  Atlantic,  and  driven  by  the  tropical 
winds  in  a  heap  towards  the  bay  of  Mexico,  (where  it  becomes  ftill 
more  heated  from  being  ftationary,   and  this  amid  furrounding  hot 
lands  ;)  when  it  comes  to  run  itfelf  off  through  the  gulph  of  Florida, 
carries  fo  much  heat  along  with  it,  that  Dr.  Franklin  found  it  at  8  v°  % 

•\  [Such  as  the  being  difturbed  by  the  neighbourhood  or  removal  of  the  fluid  in 
die  regions  below  (which  may  be  fuppofed  moving  about  therein  clouds  or  other* 
wife;)  or  the  being  forced  to  undergo  a  frefh  distribution  from  the  local  increafe  or 
diminution  of  its  quantity;  or  the  being  affected  by  undulations  in  the  atmofphere, 
(amounting  not  only  to  mere  change  of  pofition  in  the  fluid,  but  to  an  alteration  of 
the  fixe  of  the  refer  voir  s  in  which  it  is  confined})  with  perhaps  various  other  cir- 
cumftances.    E.] 

*  [The  proportion  of  land  to  water  is  indeed  greater  in  the  other  .parts  of  the 
tropics.     E.J 

%  [In  the  tropics  uifitoard  of  the  Weft  Indies,  at  the  lame  fcafon,  it  hat  bets 
found  only  at  770  (of  Fahrenheit.)    E.J 

in* 
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in  Nov.  1 776,  when  eroding  it  in  his  voyage  from  Philadelphia,  to 
France.  For  though  the  fides  and  bottom  ortbis  great  water-current 
undoubtedly  lofe  heat,  by  mixing  with  colder  waters ;  yet  the  inner 
parts  (not  being  able  to  cool  each  other)  retain  their  heat  mock 
longer;  and  in  fad,  as  Dr.  Franklin  has  farther  obferved,  preferve 
a  confiderable  (hare  of  it  up  to  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  —  z\ 
How  flowly  fituat ion  operates  here,  appears  from  coniidering  that 
this  water^current  travels  only  at  the  rate  of  five  or  fix  miles  aa 
hour  in  the  gulph  itfelf,  and  at  about  two  miles  an  hour  perhaps 
jicar  Virginia ;  becoming  not  only  flower  a:  it  goes  on,  but  thinner 
{i.  e.  (hallower)  and  broader  alfoin  furface;  and  yet  the  diftanceto 
Newfoundland  is  in  all  perhaps  1300  miles.  The  fame  conclufio* 
is  to  be  drawn  from  the  fea's  remaining  liquid,  or  at  28^°  of  heat*, 
very  high  up  in  the  polar  circles,  and  within  12  or  15  degrees  o£  the 
pole  to  the  north  :  And  the  fame  appears  from  hot  blading  f  winds 
being  found  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  places  where  they  are 
formed;  and  the  lame,  from  many  of  our  cold  winds,— -6°.  The 
aclual  warmth  and  moifture  of  the  higher  air  in  the  tropics,  is 
feen  from  cloud  a  (or  uncondenfed  vapour)  often  exifting  at  much 
greater  heights,  than  thofe  at  which  mountains,  from  their  fitu> 
ation,  remain  perpetually  covered  more  or  lefs  with  fnows;  and 
the  fame  appears  alfo  in  the  lower  air  in  the  northern  regions* 
when  ice -mountains  there  find  means  to  condenfe  local  fogs  and 

clouds  out  of  the  air  around  them. 70.  The  mafs  of  warm  air 

coming  from  the  equator  may,  from  the  lofs  at  its  edges,  fhrink 
much  in  general  fize ;  and  yet,  as  it  had  filled  the  larger  degrees 
of  longitude  at  the  equator,  (till  occupy  great  proportional  room 
in  the  fmaller  degrees  of  longitude  at  the  pole.  — —  8°.  The 
Jurface  of  the  earth  in  the  polar  circles  being  only  about  T'T  part  of 
what  the  temperate  and  tropical  zones  contain,  the  mafs  of  cold  air. 
there  will  be  found  fmaller  upon  comparifon  than  fufpe&ed ;  and 
confirm  fection  6,  particularly  when  it  is  con  fide  red,  that  though 
thefe  parts  of  the  earth  are  placed  for  fuch  long  periods  immoveably 
in  the  (hade,  yet  the  air  above  them  is  very  fluctuating,  new  foc^ 
ceflions  of  it  pouring  in  on  every  fide  from  parts  that  are  more  en> 
lightened. — 9°,  It  would  be  well  to  confider  to  what  bodies  above, 

•  [At  this  degree  Mr.  Nairne  has  found  that/<ra  water  begins  to  depofit  itST&ltfc 
end  congeal.     E«] 

•j-  [As  this  hot  air  does  not  iimnediatejy  quit  the  earth,  I  would  conje&nre  that 
it  is  dry  air,  for  vapour  would  feem  to  make  it  more  buoyant,  and  carry  it  upwards 
from  the  furface.  Accordingly  thefe  very  winds  are  fuppofed  to  have  becamt 
heated  over  dry  fandy  defarts ;  and  though  in  fomc  cafes  they  pafs  over  a  narrow 
fea,  yet  they  do  not  immediately  perhaps  acquire  much  humidity 5  the  air  not 
always  appearing  to  imbibe  humidity  from  the  fea  itfelf  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  but 
chiefly  from  the  vapour  emitted  by  means  of  the  fca's  own  proper  heat,  which  heat 
it  vesy  infcaior  toHhftt  of  the  winds  in  queftion,    EJ 

the 
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the  rifing  air  can  lojfe  its  beat ;  there  being  none  that  are  maffy  in  fo 
rare  a  medium,  and  the  lighter  ones  may  poffibly  be  thought  by  this 
period  of  time  proportionally  faturated  with  heat.— -io°.  The 
particles  of  air  as  foon  as  they  become  cold,  appear  to  defceud;  not 
to  rife  again,  till  again  properly  heated :  and  thofe  that  were  be- 
fore cold,  never  rife  while  they  continue  fo  :  And  the  winds  which 
blow  up  to  the  poles,  if  they  continue  to  blow  on,  muft  turn  the 
poles  and  blow  down  into  milder  latitudes. — 1 1°.  The  atmofphere 
being  much  the  denfeft  near  the  earth,  whatever  warms  the  firft 
three  or  four  miles  in  depth,  reckoned  from  the  -furface,  warms 
half  of  the  tubole  mafs  of  air  furrounding  the  globe.  — 120.  But  if 
ftotwithftanding  this,  (and  what  Dr.  Franklin  has  faid  in  p.  107-8. 
of  his  Letters,)  there  be  thought  no  fuch  circulation  in  the  atmofphere 
as  above  defcribed ;  then  we  may  Hill  Juppofe  that  moift  heated  air 
may  rife  or  be  moved  forwards  at  certain  feafons  from  the  more 
temperate  latitudes.  The  heat  of  Jamaica  is  rarely  equal  to  that 
eccaiionally  known  at  Peterfburgh :  And;  Dr.  Franklin's  theory  is 
more  interefted  in  the  event  towards  the  pole,  than  in  fixing  the 
origin  at  the  e^uator.^-130.  What  is  faid  here  of  the  northern  he* 
mifphere,  applies,  mutatis  mutandis ,  one  may  fuppofe  to  the  foutbern  ; 
for  if  the  fan's  heat  penetrates  lefs  on  that  fide  the  line,  the  cold 
there  extends  fo  much  farther  from  the  pole,  &c.  and  vice  versa  *• 
E.J 

[  §  14.  "  The  earth,  in  temperate  and  warm  climates,  is  ge- 
*•  nerally  fit  to  receive  eledricity  ftriking  fuddenly  from  the  clouds  :M 
ot  if  that  mould  be  too  dry  at  top,  its  waters,  trees,  buildings,  cVc. 
which  reach  down  to  the  moifler  parts.    £.] 

**  [Dr.  Forfler  was  for  three  different  tvarm  feafons  in  or  near  the  foutbern  prior  . 
circle,  and  obferved  in  one  of  thefe  feafons  (even  different  auroral  in  latitudes  580 
and  6o°  j  their  appearance  being  much  the  fame  as  with  us,  mooting  up  from  a 
dark  fegment  in  the  fouth.  This  number  is  but  fm all  j  but  he  fays  that  he  had 
never  read  or  heard  of  any  perfon  who  had  before  feen  them.  Indeed  the  navi- 
gators in  thofe  parts  have  been  few }  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  chiefly  during  the  fun- 
nier feafon. 

As  to  the  aurora?  aufira/et,  or  fouthern  lights,  as  they  are  called,  feen  in  our  owm 
latitudes ;  They  are  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  to  have  reached  bilber  from  the  foutbern 
bemijfbere ;  fince  our  own  northern  lights  are  only  now  and  then  obferved  fo  low 
down  as  in  the  Mediterranean  countries.     The  fuppofition  alfo  is  too  hazarded,  to  . 
fay  that  they  are  formed  over  infulating  dry  ground  to  the  southward.    If  there  is 
no  miftake  therefore  in  the  relation  of  them,  they  may  be  guefied  to  be  owing  to 
cle&ric  matter  propagated  along  tbe  vacuum,  but  originating  as  to  its  (puree,  in  the 
north j  that  origin  however  being  either  faint,  or  having  taken  place  during  day-  f 
light,  or  trader  the  fcreen  of  clouds— (See  Dr.  Forfler  s  Obfervations  in  a  voyagd  » 
raund  the  world,  p.  120,  and  the  Philof.  TranC  for  17649  p.  326-8.)    £•] 
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[  f  S  17;  Rr*  Franklin  very  early  pbfcrved  tfyu  a  dry  price  of 
|ce,  or  an  ifiple,  would  not  condud  a  (hock.  But  this -was  ja 
America :  Our  ice  here  is  feldom  fo  perfe&ly  frozen  in,  oar  qxpt{ir 
stents.     (See  his  Letters,  5th  edit.  p.  36.)    £•]    . 

[  J  $  18.——"  Snow  upon  frozen  ground,  driven  about  by  tfef 
"  wind,  retains  its  eledbicity."— Profeifor  Winthrop  mentions  a 
fcngular  fy&  of  this  kind  to  Dr.  Franklin,  which  happened  at  Qatar 
bridge  in  New  England,  in  latitude  4a0,  where  the  air  above  be- 
came clcdtriied.     See  Dr.  Franklin's  Letters,  5  edi$.  p.  444.     £.} 

[  t  j  ao.  -- "  elc&ricity  defending  with  that  {now."— If  one  may 
prefume  to  queilion  this  wonderful  man,  X  would  aik,  Why  the  re- 
dundant electricity  ihoukl  rife  only  from  the  fnow  and  hail  that  ha* 
dually  defeended ;  and  not  from  the  fame  fnow  and  hail  while 
forming  in  the  air?  Is  not  every  thing  foppofed  feturated,  and. 
therefore  repellent,  below ;  and  is  not  the  diftauce  (horter  from  that 
yart  of  the  air  where  the  clouds  are,  to  th/e  vacuum,  than  from  the 
ice  to  the  vacuum;  and  does  not  the  fluid  thus  avoid  much  thedenfef^. 
and  confequently  mod  refitting  portion  of  all  the  air,  namely,  that 
which  lies  between  the  ice  and  the  clouds  ?  In  (hort,  why  may  we 
not  leave  room  for  every  cucumftauce  to  operate,  that  can  poffibly^ 
difcntangle  ele&ricity  from  thefe  bodies  while  in  the  regions  of  the 
air,  inftead  of  confining  ourfelves  to  what  happens  on  the  mere  fur- 
face,  of  the  earth?  May  not  a  cloud  as,  necefiarily  lighten,  up  into 
die  cend  Ming  vacuum  in  thpfe  latitudes  for  infiance,  as  here  (where 
it  has  both  ways  to  choofc)  it  generally  prefers  to  lighten  do<wn  intot 
the  conducing  earth  •  ? 

But  perhaps  it  feemed  to  be  doubted  whether  the  cold  is  not  at 
feme  feafons  too  great  for  the  cxiftence  of  clouds  (or  in  other  worda 
of  uncondenfed  vapours)  in  thefe  latitudes ;  as  it  certainlv  feems  ta 
be  for  the  formation,  of  deep  fprings.— But  if  there  he  a  latitude  in 
which  on  account  of  the  cold,  there  are  at  no  time  cloads ;  in  that 
latitude  there  can  be  at  no  times  fnow  or  haii,  (or  even  ice,  unlef* 
produced  before  the  prefent  arrangement  of  the  earth;)  and  confe- 
quently  no  eledricity  can  there  be  brought  down,  and  no  furcharge 
of  it  exift.  And  in  fuch  cafe  there  would  be  a  bound,  beyond  which* 
at  that  feafon  the  aurora  would  not  originate.—  On  the  other  hand* 
Apuld  the  clouds  be  permitted  in  any  quantity  to  empty  them/clve* 

•  [See  the  4th  quere  i»  the  note  to  article  if. — The  only  objection  feems  to 
to,  that  ta  the  former  cafe,  the  diftance  may  be  too  great  for  a  firoke ;  fo  that  one> 
iratum  of  Euid  n\uft  be  heaped  on  the  back  of  another,  before  it  can  get  near  cnotffcht 
to  the  tasouxa  even  fat  •  gradual  difcharge,    £•! 
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6ft  a  Mid  portion  of  earth,  where  the  fun  could  not  melt  their  con- 
tents back  again ;  we  might  then  expect  a  proportional  diminution 
6f  our  Waters,  and  as  far  as  fhat  caufe  goes,  a  correfpondent  addition 
to  our  land,  at  well  as— but  in  a  cafe  of  fpeculation  only,  it  i* 
time  to  flop.    E.J 

t  [  $  22.  "  The  froil  continue*  fufficiehtly  intenfe  for  infulariwi 
11  10  degrees  from  the  pole.''— I  apprehend  that  Dr.  Franklin  here 
ftraightens  his  own  theory ;  and  that,  at  certain  feafons  at  leaft, 
and  upon  land,  it  extends  much  farther,  even  in  the  northern 
hemisphere.  For  confirmation  fee  the  note  to  $  18.    £.] 

II  [  £  22.—"  Height  of  the  atmofphere  of  the  poles  of  fuch  density 
#€  as  to  obftru&the  mttion  of  the  eledric  fluid,  &c"  It  is  I  be- 
lieve generally  agreed  that  within  certain  diftances  from  the  earthy 
whatever  rarity  the  air  has  at  a  certain  height,  at  twice  that  height 
It  is  twice  as  rare,  at  three  times  the  height  four  times  as  rare :  The 
height  going  in  an  arithmetical,  and  the  rarity  in  a  geometrical 
proportion,  hand  in  hand.  Thus  if  the  air  at  the  equator  was  found 
almoft  twice  as  rare  at  three  miles  high  as  at  the  earth's  furfaep 
there,  we  may  poffibly  foppofe  it  entirely  fo  it  the  fob:  Then  at 
the  pole,  the  air  at  fix  miles  hieh  will  be  four  times  as  rare  as  at 
the  furface,  at  nine  mites  eight  times,  at  12  miles  16  times, 'at 
±t  miles  600  times,  and  at  40  miles  10,000  times  as  rare.— Our 
tooft  peifecl  air-pump,  on  the  other  hand,  ratifies  mere  air  only  6oo> 
times  (though  air  mixed  with  vapour*  it  rarifiet  10  or  20,000' tunes,) 
And  it  is  fumciently  known  how  eafily  (he  ele&ric  fluid  traverfes  this 
and  other  vaftry  leu  oerfeft  vacmims  of  art : — Whether  more  or  left 
rapidly,  provided  it  be  done  at  all,  is  of  little  confequence  to  the 
theory  :  only  it  is  to  be  conjectured,  that  the  higher  the  fluii 
reaches,  the  eafier  becomes  its  pa/Tag*,  at  leall  under  certain  limi- 
tations.— As  to  the  /hooting  of  the  fluid  along  the  vacuum,  as  {bom  as 
arrived  there  ;  it  is  a  fubfequent  and  totally  diftinft  operation. 

But  perhaps  the  above  meafure  is  exaggerated  for  the  pole.  And, 
though  it  is  not  fafe  to  go  minutely  into  the  queftion,  yet  the  at- 
mofphere itfelf,  feems  ufually  thought  too  far  extended  upwards  $ 
as  the  very  gravity  of  the  particles  of  air  for  inllance  towards  the 
earth  (which  is  a  body  fo  large  and  mafify,)  may  be  fuppofed  power- 
ful enough  to  overbalance  their  repulfion  to  each  other  when  they 
ait  at  fuch  vaffc  diftances,  and  from  fuch  points  of  repulfive  matter 
only,  as  fuch  rarity  implies. 

When  the  aurora  is  Aated  by  fome,  to  have  Kfen  to  the  immenfi 
htight  of  hundreds  of  miles,  becaufe  feen  through  an  immenfe  ex- 
tent of  country ;  fuch  conclufion  ought  to  be  made  from  particular 
marks  which  the  phenomenon  has  afforded,  for  tracing  and  identi- 
fying it  through  different  regions ;  For  as  to  a  mere  confufed  illu- 
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mination  of  the  heavens,  "though  feen  in  places  1000  league* 
•*  afunder,  this  might  as  well  be  owing  to  its  Being  very  extennve* 
•'  as  very  high ;"— Which  are  nearly  words  ufed  by  Dr.  Franklin* 
to  Mr.  Bartram,  upon  the  fubjedt  of  an  aurora  fuppofed  to  have 
"Been  vtfible  both  in  Philadelphia  and  London.  (See  Cotes's  Lec- 
tures, Ulloa's  Voyage,  The  accounts  given  by  MeffieuA  Smeatoa 
and  Nairne  of  their  air-pumps,  Fergnfon's  Aftronomy,  article  175, 
MuJTchenbroekY  In  trod,  ad  Phil.  Natur.  art  2502,  and  Philof* 
TTranf.  for  J752,  p.  474.)    E.J 

'  [#  §  23.  "  The  vacuum  above  is  a  good  conductor."— By  a  va- 
cuum, here,  we  are  not  perhaps  peremptorily  to  underftand  the  in  tire 
abfeftce  of  air ;  but  a  fituation  only  where  the  air  is  thought  fufli- 
ciently  rare  to  fufifer  the  fluid  to  pafs  eafily,  rapidly,  and  confpi- 
cuoufly  along.  , 

lender  this  head,  the  following  fhort  remarks  may  poflibly  be'  of 
nfe.  — When  a  given '"  fubftance  conducts  the  fluid  away  from  a 
charged  body,  the  attraction  afforded  by  the  conductor  is  affined  by 
the  repulflon  of  the  fluid ;  the  fluid  running  through  the  conductor* 
from  one  particle  to  another,  till  an  equilibrium  is  obtained. — When 
this  operation  takes  place  in  Airp  the  chief  difficulty  confifts,  not 
in  making  the  fluid  fenfible  of  the  attra&ion  of  the  conductor,  but 
in  getting  the  better  of  the  oppofition  given  to  its  paflage  by  the 
air. — But  in  Vacuums  where  the  latter  difficulty  is  almoft  wholly  re- 
moved, then  an  improper  difpofition  of  the  attra&ing  fubftancet 
fbon  begins  to  be  felt ;  fo  that  for  inilance,  it  will  be  much  eafiei 
for  the  fluid  to  pafs  a  given  diftance  if  thrown  into  a  dozen  fmall 
intervals  with  conductors  between,  than  to  pais  the  fame  fum  of 
diftance  thrown  into  cne  large  interval  with,  the  condu&ine  fub* 
fiances  all  at  the  hither  end  :  Juft  as  it  b  eafier  for  a  man  (who  has 
only  a  certain  activity)  to  leap  twelve  ditches  of  ten  feet  each.,  fuc* 
ceffively,  than  to  leap  one  large  ditch  of  120  feet  at  once. — It  is 
difficult  however  to  determine  by  common  experiments  to  what, 
diftance  thefe  intervals  in  given  cafes  in  vacuo,,  are  to  be  limited*. 
When  Meffieurs  Walfh  and  De  Luc  for  inftance  found  that  in  aa 
arched  double-barometer,  in  which  the  quickfilver  had  been  care* 
fully  bailed,  in  order  to  purge  it  from  air,,  no  lhockor  {park  couLt 
be  transmitted ;  it  might  have  been  obferved  that  attraction  afiing 
in  ftraight  lines,  or  at  leaft  in  uniform  directions,  the  curve  of  the 
barometer  would  prevent)  the  operation  there;  for  how  could  the* 
quickfilver  in  the  leg  B  #  move  the  fluid  (fuppofed  low  down)  on; 
the  furface  of  the  quickfilver  in  the  leg  A?  It  could  not  draw  it 
through  the  fides  of  the  tubes;  nor  could  it  aft  upon  it  round.  b% 

•  Sec  the  Plate/  p,  5*2* 
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wa/of  the  curve ;  for  then  it  moft  attract  in  oppofite  directions,  firfl 
•/  the  Ice  A,  and  then  down  the  leg  B  :  Its  powers  of  attraction 
therefore  being  thrown  away,  the  fluid  remains  at  red  with  refpect 
to  them.  But  when  a  few  conducting  particles  become  in  time  in** 
troduced  *  into  the  tube,  the  fluid  is  attracted  round  from  particle 
ta  particle,  till  it  turns  the  corner  and  falls  in  the  way  of  the  other 
leg's  attraction, — So  alio,  when,  in  iftraigbt  barometer  (exhaufted 
with  the  fame  care)  an  attempt  to  charge  the  top  of  it  by  a  coating 
on  the  outfide,  is  faid  to  fail  from  the  too-perfect  vacuum  giving 
no  affiflance  within  ;  may  it  not  be  fuppofed  owing  to  the  inequality 
of  the  contention  between  attracting  particles  that  are  fmall  enough, 
to  continue  Jufptnded  in  fd  rare  a  medium,  when  oppofed  to  the  at- 
traction of  the  ma  fly  glafs  I 

In  the  heavens  however,  where  there  is  neither  curved  tube,  nor 
perhaps  much  difproportion  in  the  forces  of  the  attracting  bodies,. 
the  motion  of  the  fluid  may  be  expected  to  take  place  at  greater 
intervals  :  And  it  may  be  thought  perhaps  that  the  mere  repulfion  of 
the  fluid,  without  much  help  from  the  few  attracting  bodies  that 
are  to  be  found  there,  is  fufficient  for  a  difperiion  to  enfue ;  efpecit* 
ally  as  the  fluid  may  be  faid  originally  perhaps  rather  to  have  been 
impelled,  than  to  have,  been  conduced  thither.     E-1 

£  t  §  *&  "  Would  not  the  auroras  become  more  frequent  after 
u  the  approach  of  <wintsr  ?"—  Muflchenbroek  reckons  up  750  ap- 
pearances of  the  aurora*,  which  he  had  obferved  in  29  years ;  and  it 
leems,  from  his  table,  (taking  it  without  any  comments  as  it  (lands) 
that  they  are  mod  frequent  at  the  clofe  of  winter ;  They  are  the  next 
frequent  at  the  clofe  of  fummer ;.  fewer  in  winter ;  and  feweft  at  the 
winter  and  fummer  folflices :.  7  of  the  whole  number  averaged, 
paving  appeared  in  the  May  months,  and  only  -,\  in  the  June  and 

the  December  months   each.. But  the fe  meteors  being  made. 

jointly  to  depend  on  a  degree  of  infulation  in  the  earth,  Scq.  on  the 
one  hand,  and  of  moifture  in  the  air  on  the  other  $  it  does  not 
feem  enough  perhaps  to  look  only  to  the  perfection  of  the  ice,  &c 
and  its  after- fatu^ation,  with  other  circumflances,  in  the  north  fc 
but  we  nruil  alfo. attend  to  the  moifture  to  be  raifed  and  imported 
from  the  fouth  y  Which  moifture  coming  fomc times  perhaps  along- 
the  higher  regions  of  the  atmofphere  from  more  diftant  parts,,  and! 
fometimes  along  the  furfaceof  the  earth  from. more  contiguous  parts,, 
to  the  places  where  the  infulation  takes  place,  the  feafons  of.  ap- 
pearance may  hence  be  affected. — The  auroras  I  would  obferve,,  ap- 
pear moft  at  the  periods  when  the  moifture  or  cold  respectively  may, 

*  [In  our  common  experiments,  Mr.  Nairne  has  proved  that  much  vapour  it* 
left  or  generated  in ww hat  it  called  a  vacuum $.  and  indeed  the  fa&  is  perhaps  to  be; 
sfltplaioed  upon,  theory*.     E»l 

be 


5 1 8     Arc  and  parallel  Rays  if  the  Aurora. 

be  thought  each  at  their  maximum ;  but  as  they  prevail  moft  whe» 
the  effects  of  the  cold  may  be  conceived  ufually  moft  complete,  on* 
fliould  hence  fuppofe  the  cold  neceflary  for  their  formation  wa» 
harder  to  procure,  than  fimplc  moifture.    E.] 

[  t  §  27*  M  The  atmofphere  of  the  polar  regions  being  denfe, 
"  and  its  moifture  frozen,  will  not  any  light  therein  appear  to  us  as 
"  a  fegment  of  a  circle,  darkifh  in  colour,  &c."  I  once  thought 
that  Dr.  Franklin  intended  a  diftinction  here  between  thtt  fettled 
light ,  fo  often  feen  from  thefe  latitudes  in  the  northern  part  of  our 
horizon ;  as  oppofed  to  thofe  moveable  figured  lights,  which  come 
to  be  described  in  the  next  paragraph  under  the  head  of  rays :  In 
this  cafe  the  fettled  light  is  only  confidered  as  anting  from  the  illu- 
mination of  the  atmofphere,  by  other  rays,  which  are  lefs  elevated  or 
farther  northward,  and  themfelves  not  difHnctly  feen;  the  atmofphere-  . 
being  dated  to  be  denfe,  as  more  reflecting  and  better  refracting  that 
light  ?  and  clear,  as  better  tranfmitting  it,  as  well  as  the  light  of 
the  ftars  beyond. — But  if  Dr.  Franklin  is  here  defcribing  (which  if 
moft  probable)  that  dark  part  of  the  heavens  feen  at  the  foot  of  the 
salient  points  of  the  feveral  rays  to  the  north ;  then  perhaps  the 
caufe  is  only  owing  to  that  part  of  the  heavens  below  the  rays,  (that 
is,  below  the  height  where  the  fluid  begins  to  be  luminous)  being 
rendered  dark  by  the  contraft  with  this  light.  If  a  tangent  is  drawn 
to  the  globe  in  our  latitudes,  and  that  tangent  produced  towards  the 
north,  the  elevation  of  it  with  refpect  to  the -polar  air  is  very  confi* 
derable ;  not  however  greater  than  that,  which  fome  philofopher* 
have  at  times,  attributed  to  the  auroras.  But  if  the  auroras  ftioultf 
be  held  to  originate  at  any  time,  or  at  leaft  fir  ft  to  Become  vifiblc,  at 
any  diftance  from  the  pole ;  the  whole  will  ceafe  to  be  a  difficulty.  E.J 

[•  %  z8  and  24.  "  The  rays  of  electric  matter  diverge,  &e.'W 
Such  rays  undoubtedly  may  diverge  from  repellency,  when  they 
arrive  in  the  enlarged  degrees  of  longitude.  They  would  alfo  by 
the  laws  of  optics,  appear  near  together  at  their  farther  ends  in  the 
north,  even  though  really  parallel :  Like  the  parallel  rays  of  the 
fun ;  which  appear  near  together  towards  the  fun,  wide  over  the 
Spectator's  head,  and  converging  again  if  they  pafs  the  fpectator  and 

fet  to  the  oppofite  parts  of  the  horizon ;  (which  fait  cafe  Dr.  Smith  in 
is  Optics,  mentions  to  have  feen ;  as  1  have  indeed  done  myfelf, 
more  than  once.) — Perhaps  however,  the  degree  of  fepa ration  of  the 
rays  in  the  aurora,  depends  much  on  the  portion  of  the  attracting 
conductors  at  their  hither  end :  Though  I  haveobferved  lights  (hoot- 
ing along  a  remarkably  crooked  track  in  the  heavens,  at  diftant  re- 
peated times,  owing  apparently  to  the  position  of  a  particular  fet  of 
intermediate  conductors.     E.J     ' 
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[f  $  28.  "  —and  thus  form. the  crowns,  as  they  are  called,  and 
"  other  figures  mentioned  in  the  hiftories  of  this  meteor."— As  to 
thofe  lights  which  feem  to  have  a  center  mar  our  zenith,  perhaps 
they  are  thus  difpofed,  in  confequence  of  the  roving  fluid  (extended 
northward  and  fouthward,  eailward  and  weftward,  through  the  vaft 
and  general  vacuum)  being  now  brought  to  a  focus  by  a  conductor  ; 
thence  to  fink  into  humid  air  below  as  into  a  quenching  *  pit  of 
darknefs ;  or  (which  is  the  cafe  of  Dr.  Franklin's  crown)  to  Tally 
forth  again  to  fome  new  conductor  aloft* 

But  I  muft  here  beg  to  introduce  fome  queries.  i°.  Why  fhould 
our  hiftories  fpeak  of  this  center  of  general  convergence,  as  being  4  I 

ufually  to  the  fouthward  of  our  zenith  here  ?     Is  it  owing  to  local  ":  ™ 

moiilnefs  in  the  atmofphere  there,  from  feas  or  wet  land  below ;  or 
Co  that  being  ufually  the  latitude,  where  the  fluid  in  its  progrefs 
firft  meets  with  humidity  f  frequent  and  elevated  enough  to  attract 
it  ?  2°.  Is  it  again  from  local  incidents  that  the  auroras  are  ufually 
obferved  at  Upfal  in  Sweden  to  appear  to  the  weftward  of  north  ; 
and  in  Greenland  and  Hud  Con's  Bay,  to  the  eaft  or  fouthward  of  eaft, 

but  never  to  the  northward  or  north-eaft  X  ? — 30.  Is  the  alleged  fad  v 

of  thefu/penfion  of  thefe  appearances,   for  feveral  ages,  at  different  ,. 

periods  in  our  latitudes ;  and  the  great  frequency  of  them  for  thefe  } 

50  or  60  years  paft ;  to  be  at  all  held  con  netted  with  the  fuppofitions 
of  fome  of  our  bell  phiiofophers,  that  there  are  accounts  which  be- 

fpeak  warmer  weather  in  former  times  to  the  north,  than  is  ufual  * 

now ;  with  a  confequent  diminution  of  the  ice,  &c.  both  as  to  its 
extent,  and  its  perfection  as  a  non-conductor,  &c.  ?  Or  are  we  to 
take  oppofite  fuppofitions ;  and  fay  that  the  earth's  growing  warmer 
of  late,  in  fome  parts,  has  enabled  humid  air  to  penetrate  higher  up, 
to  fpots  fitted  for  the  formation  of  the  auroras  ?  40.  The  above  place 

of  obfervation  in  Greenland,  being  in  latitude  65  J,  and  in  Hudfon's  ,' 

Bay  at  59°,   are  we  to  fuppofe  that  the  aurora  originates  in  thofe  •} 

or  rather  in  ftill  lower  latitudes  ;  or  does  the  fluid  only  travel  thither  ; 

from  the  north,  remaining  invifible  till  attended  with  particular 
circumftances  ?  50.  To  determine  this,  ought  not  experiments  to  be 
made  in  rarified  air,  both  dry  and  vapory,  denfer  and  rarer,  pure 
and  impregnated,  cold  and  hot :  and  ought  we  not  to  be  able  to  fay 

*  [This  is  a  ftrong  expreffion  5  but  when  the  fluid  moves  naked  in  any  quantity 
and  without  a  conductor,  it  is  at  far  as  we  know,  luminous ;  and  when  it  enters  a 
fufficient  and  attracting  conductor,  its  light  as  far  as  we  know  is  directly  cxtin- 
gut/bed.     E.] 

f  [This  convergence  to  the  fouth  of  the  zenith  is,  by  fome,  fclved  into  a  mere 

Jfrfttf/ appearance.    (See  Rownings's  Natural  Philofophy,  Vol.1,  part  a.  p.  164-7.) 
n  point  of  fact,  the  rays  rarely  come  diverging  from  the  notth.     E.] 

J  [See  the  Phi lof.  Tranf.  for  1762,  p.  479  J  Krant**s  Account  of  Greenland, 
Vol.  1.  p.  48  j  and  the  Philof.  Tranf.  for  177c,  p.  130-1.— The  light  of  the  greater  * 

part  of  thefe  auroras  feen  in  Upfal  and  Greenland  feem  to  commence  from  about  the 
quarter  of  Iceland.    E.J 

Uuu  4  precifely, 
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prccifely,  on  what-circumftances  the  colours  of  the  auroras  depend; 
imitating  them  in  their  difu/ed  form,  at  pleafure  and  feparately, 
in  our  apparatus  *  ?  6 c.  Should  not  the  meteor  be  watched  at  dif- 
ferent featons  of  the  year,  at  different  times  of  the  night,  in  diffe- 
rent weathers  f,  and  in  different  countries ;  particularly  with  refpeft 
to  its  ftrength  duration  and  frequency,  its  colours,  its  quarter  of 
appearance,  and  the  height  both  of  its  center  and  fegment  mentioned 
above :  and  future  obfervations  be  compared  with  former  hiftories. 
7°.  Mr.  Canton  having  in  a  beautiful  theory  afcribed  the  regular 
diurnal  horizontal  aberration  of  the  needle  to  local  heat  | ;  then 
obferves  that  the  irregular  diurnal  variation  may  be  alike  owing  to 
heat  in  the  north ;  which  at  the  fame  time  that  it  affects  the  needle* 
appears  to  produce  an  aurora.  As  he  adds  that  the  aurora  is  faid 
by  the  northern  people  to  be  remarkably  ftrong  when  afudden  thaw 
happens  after  (cvere  cold ;  I  would  aflc  whether  this  may  not  ariic 
from  warm  humid  wind,  then  blowing  towards  the  frozen  parts,  to 
accumulate  electricity  upon  the  furface?  8°.  Would  it  not  be  a  con- 
firmation of  this,  fhould  "hard  foutherly  or  fouthweft  winds  ".be 
often  obferved  to  follow  in  the  Englifh  channel  after  an  aurora  ? 
If  the  caufe  of  fuch  gales  begins  firft  in  the  north,  the  air  to  the 
fouthward  c«nnot  begin  to  move  till  the  northern  air  Yizzfirft  left 
a  vacancy  ;  and  as  fuch  a  fucceffive  propagation  in  another  cafe  was 
conceived  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  be  capable  of  being  made  at  the  rate  of 
ioo  miles  an  hour;  will  it  not  be  a  farther  coincidence,  if  the  above 
gales  appear  in  our  channel  within  24  or  30  hours  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  aurora  ||  ?— 90.  At  all  events,  are  we  not  provided 


•  [If  a  pafiage  in  a  more  perfect  vacuum  it  attempted,  it  might  be  well  to  make 
the  vacuum  of  a  broad  fiat  ihape,  fo  as  to  afford  a  fliort  tranfit  and  much  fpace.     £.] 

•f*  [The  nearer  the  place  of  observation  is  to  the  origin  of  the  aurora  and  the 
commencement  ofitt  light,  the  more  important  it  feems  to  remark  the  weather,  winds, 
tec.  and  the  face  of  the  earth  in  thofe  parts,  as>  being  made  up  of  fea  or  land,  Ac.  £.] 

J  [The  virtues  of  bodies  that  are  magnetical,  being  diminifhed  during  heat; 
Mr.  Canton  fuppofes  that  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  earth  being  firft  heated  by  the 
morning  fun,  the  inclination  of  the  needle  is  therefore  frrongeft  towards  the  weft 
during  the  morning;  after  the  turn  of  the  day,  it  becomes  ftationary }  and  in  the 
evening  it  returns  e  ait  ward,  the  weftern  parts  now  pofielfing  more  heat,  and  there- 
fore lefs  attraction.  And  this  regular  variation  is,  as  might  be  expected,  greater  in 
fommir  than  in  winter.  —  The  irregular  variation  he  attributes  to  fubtcrraneoua 
heat  in  the  earth 5  which  earth  heating  the  air,  might  produce  the  aurora,  which 
he  fays  "  is  fufpofed  to  be  the  electricity  of  the  heated  air  above  j"  and  he  adds, 
*  This  will  appear  chiefly  in  the  northern  regions,  as  the  alteration  in  the  heat  of 
u  thofe  parts  will  be  greateft." — See  the  Philof.  Tranf.  for  1759,  p.  403.     E.] 

'  U  [This  muft  be  allowed  a  local  circumftance ;  but  as  Mr.  Winn,  who  obferves 
it,  lays,  that  the  knowledge  of  it  has  enabled  him  to  make  ufe  of  or  avoid  the  gale,, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  obferve  farther  (after  confirming  the  remark)  if  there  is  not 
fometimes  a  cotrcfpondcnce  between  the  quarter  of  the  brighter  auroras,  and  the 
quarter  of  the  fucceeding  gale,  if  any  fuch  takes  place  $  as  alfo  between  the  violence 
of  the  gale  compared  with  the  time  of  the  interval  before  its  commencement.  See 
the  Philof.  Tranf.  for  1774,  p.  118.    E.] 

wick 
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with  one  caufc  of  the  auroras?  And  during  our  pefcnt  imperfect 
knowledge,  not  only  of  the  principles,  bat  even  of  the  events  of  the 
atmofphere ;  are  our  conjectures  to  be  expe&ed  exact  in  all  their 
minutiae  ;  and  is  not  every  thing  to  be  received  with  candour,  that 
is  propofed  with  diffidence,  particularly  where  nothing  is  aflumed, 
but  to  fugged  materials  ? 

It  is  however  time  to  finifh  thefe  queries  and  comments ;  which  I 
do  with  the  fincereft  apology.  It  is  feldom  that  I  have  been  able 
to  follow  Dr.  Franklin  with  any  thing  but  admiration,  but  his  own 
modefl  invitation  to  gueffers  has  here  tempted  me  into  imprudence. 
And  to  fay  the  truth,  as  his  conje&ures  were  novel  and  incomplete* 
I  wiftied  to  prevent  or  moderate  objections  from  thofe,  who  venerate 
and  love  him  fomewhat  lefs  than  I  do ;  and  who  may  not  perhaps 
have  adverted  to  the  views  and  circumilances  of  their  publication.  £.] 

*  [The  following  paragraph  (lands  in  the  original  manufcript 
with  a  fingle  line  drawn  through  it.  As  I  conceive  no  other  reafbrt 
for  this,  than  its  being  merely  a  general  meteorological  remark, 
that  arifes  out  of  the  fundamental  principle  of  this  fyftem  of  the 
auroras,  but  relates  not  to  the  aurora  itfelf ;  I  have  here  in  a  note 
reflored  it,  to  be  in  time  carried  to  its  proper  place.  §  29.  '  If  it 
4  be  true  that  the  clouds  which  go  to  the  polar  regions,  and  carry 

*  thither  the  vapors  of  the  equatorial  and  temperate  regions,  [have 

*  their]  vapors  condenfed  by  the  extreme  cold  of  the  polar  regions, 

*  and  fall  in  fnow  or  hail ;  the  winds  which  come  from  thofe  regions 

*  ought  to  be  generally  dry,  unlefs  they  gain  fome  humidity  by 
'  fweeping  the  ocean  in  their  way.  And  if  I  miftake  not,  the  winds 
«  between  the  north  eafl  and  the  north  weft,  are  for  the  moil  part 

*  dry,  when  they  have  continued  for  fome  time.' 

Perhaps  this  may  be  a  fit  place  to  introduce  another  remark  by 
Dr.  Franklin,  which  hasjuft  occurred  to  my  notice.  Mr.  Winn 
(in  the  letter  quoted  above  p.  520,  and  which  was  addreiTed  to  Dr. 
Franklin)  had  flated  that  fince  he  had  firil  made  the  obfervation 
concerning  fouth  or  fouth  well  winds  fucceeding  an  aurora,  he  had 
found  it  invariably  obtaining  in  twen ty- three  inilances ;  and  he  adds 
in  a  farther  note,  dated  Jan.  22,  1773,  a  frefh  confirming  inilance. 
Dr.  Franklin  then  makes  the  following  conjecture  :— *  The  Aurora 
4  BorcaliSy  though  vifible  almofl  every  night  of  clear  weather  in  the 
'  more  northern  regions  and  very  high  in  Die  atmofphere ;  can  fcarce 

*  be  vifible  in  England,  but  when  the  atmofphere  is  pretty  clear  of 
'  clouds  for  the  whole  fpace  between  us  and  thofe  regions ;  and  there* 

*  fore  are  feldort  vifible  here. — This  extenfive  clearnefs  may  have 

*  been  produced  by  a  long  continuance  of  northerly  winds.     When 

*  the  winds  have  long  continued  in  one  quarter,  the  return  is  often 

X  x  x  4  violent* 


522     Height  of  Clouds ;  nvitb  Conje&ures. 

•  violent.     Allowing  the  hSt  fo  repeatedly  obferved  by  Mr.  Winn, 

'  perhaps  this  m  7  account  for  the  violence  of  the  foutherly  winds, 

*  that  foon  follow  toe  appearance  of  the  aurora  on  ourcoafb.' 
(See  the  Phil.  Trani".  for  1774,  p.  132.)   E.] 

[P.  S.  A  perfon,  whofe  name  carries  fome  authority  with  it, 
having  doubted  whether  clouds  ever  fly  higher  than  the  point  of  conge- 
lation f  ten  upon  mountains,  I  (hall  confirm  my  afTertion  from  the  evi- 
dence of  thofe  employed  in  meafuring  an  equatorial  degree  on  the 

mountains  of  Peru. Twenty-three  days  in  particular  were  fpent 

on  Pichinca  fummit,  about  whofe  elevation  congelation  ufually 
began ;  and  here  they  faw  not  only  ice,  but  fnow  almoft  daily,  as 
alio  hail  (which  hail  from  the  nature  of  its  formation  mull  have  been 
previous  rain  that  had  congealed  on  its  paflage ;)  and  the  fogs  or 
clouds  that  ufually  inveloped  this  and  other  like  iituations,  necef- 
farily  obliged  them  to  place  their  fignals  on  lower  elevations.  Even 
Cotopaxi  ltfclf  was  covered  with  ice  and  fnow ;  and  Chimboraco 
(dill  higher  than  Cotopaxi)  was  feen  by  M.  Bouguer  with  clouds 
above  it,  17  mile  from  the  congelation  point;  the  height  of  no  moun- 
tain M.  Bouguer  had  feen,  being  fufficient  to  difcover  what  he  calls 
"  the»//*r*  term  of  congelation,"  or  ceafing  of  fnow,  &c. 

The  faft  being  eftablifhed,  I  would  thus  endeavour  to  account  for 
it. — It  is  well  known  that  more  of  the  fun's  rays  will  be  received 
upon  a  given  furface,  in  proportion  as  that  furface  is  prefented  to 
the  rays  at  right  angles,  inftead  of  obliquely :  So  that  if  a  wooden 
pin  were  ituck  perpendicularly  in  the  ground  in  the  way  of  thefet- 
ting  fun,  the  proportion  between  the  length  of  the  pin  and  its  fha- 
dow,  would  truly  reprefent  this  difference ;  for  if  the  pin  were  re- 

•  [Seethe  plate}  and  the  Engli/h  tranflation  ofUlloa,  Vol.  I.  p. 2301,  235, 
and  460- 1  (the  fenfe  of  which  latter  paflage  however  feems  mifi  interpreted.) 

Phipps's  voyage  indeed  (p.  69-71)  gives  an  account  of  mountains  far  within  the 
polar  circle,  that  were  covered  with  ice  and  fnow  below,  but  left  bare  at  the  top  : 
But  this  was  during  autumn  :  and  Maupertuis  obferved  under  the  polar  circle,  that 
the  firft  appearance  of  thaw  in  fpring  time,  was  upon  certain  high  points,  which 
fhewed  them fe Ives  "  like  mountains  after  the  deluge ;"  (owing  to  the  free  attion 
of  the  fun  in  part,  alfo  to  drifting  winds,  and  to  the  warmer  air  above  probably  not 
being  chilled  by  an  approach  to  the  colder  level  of  the  earth.)  But  the  abfence  of 
the  fnow  here  was  clearly  not  for  want  of  clouds;  f*r  Captain  Phipps  fays  he  never 
remembers  observing  the  Iky  in  thefe  latitudes,  without  feeing  it  loaded  with  bard 
Vfbite  clouds  t  And  in  Hud/on's  Bay,  the  air  is  ieldom  or  ever  clear  for  24  hours; 
having  clouds  in  it  when  the  thermometer  has  remained  19  days  below  the  o  of 
Fahrenheit,  and  was  once  430  below  it,  (the  winds  at  the  time  chiefly  blowing  over 
cold  land  of  immenfe  extent,  without  their  contents  congealing  in  the  courfe  of 
their  vaft  travels  from  the  warm/**  whence  they  were  procured^ 

Clouds  then  appear  not  only  above  the  point  of  congelation*tn  mountains  taken 
vertically,  but  blyonJ  it  taken  horizontally  at  certain  fcafons  towardi  the  poles.    £.} 
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mtffledV  the  long  Sorisontal  fnrfacenow  covered'  by  the  (hadow, 
would  have  no  more  rays  to  enlighten  it,  than  before  fell  fingly  on 
the  pin.    Again :  transparent  air,  particularly  when  rare,  is  fcarcely 
at  all  afre&ed  by  the  fun's  rays,   though  collected  by  a  burning 
glafs;  abundantly  left  fo  th*n  even  tranfparent  water;  Xho'  both  fuf- 
fer  the  rays  to  pafs  through  to  heat  other  bodies,  and  then  grow  warm 
by  communication  with  thofe  other  bodies*.— Now  all  the  moifturex 
of  the  earth  would  probably  remain  for  ever  frozen,  were  it  not  for 
the  fun  ;  for  thus  (to  mention  only  one  proof  at  prcfent)  it  happens 
in  the  polar  circles,  when  the  fun  is  abfent,  or  even  when  his  rayi . 
fhoot  feldom  and  obliquely.  In  the  tropics  however,  where  the  fun'* 
rays  fall*  fcore  perpendicularlv,  and  are  withdrawn  for  fhorter  pe- 
riods, anC  where  they  traverfe  a  fhorter  fe&ion  of  the  atmofphere  ;. 
the  earth's  moiftare  appears  not  only  liquid,  but  warm. — If  a  /mall 
declivity  of  furface  appears  in  the  tropics,  that  is  not  oppofed  to  the 
fun;  that  declivity  may  indeed  receive  few  rays  in  proportion,  to  it** 
furfece,  and  thence  its  furface  have  lefs  power  in  heating  the  air  ; 
but  as  heat  is  communicated  to  it  by  contadl  with  the  neighbouring 
fpots  of  ground,  and  by  other  air  that  is  denfe  and  loaded  with 
dark  exhalations  and  that  is  heated  in  the  courfe  of  a  continued  paf- 
fage  along  an  nnmenie  warm  level  of  earth ;  the  general  furface  of 
this'fmall  declivity  will  appear  but  little  cooler  than  other  more  level 
parts.     If  a  taller  eminence  however  occurs,  fuch  as  a  towering, 
mountain ;  whofe  fides  are  neceflarily  very  oblique  to  the  fun,  #nd 
which  can  find  no  other  land  near  it  of  the  fame  level  to  commu- 
nicate heat  to  it  either  by  contadt  or  by  confiderably  warming;  the 
air  that  is  to  pafs  over   it,    and  which  has  its  own  air  above 
both  clear  and  rare;  fuch  mountain  in  its  higher  parts  will  be. 
found  in  its  original  freezing  condition. — If  therefore  the  warm 
air  which  Dr.  Franklin  fuppofes  to  rifi  from  the  fia  at  the  equat$r9 
and  having  its  humidity  in  a  (late  of  tranfparent  folution,  cornea 
near  fuch  cold  mountain ;  it  will  grow  turbid  and  full  of  vapora 
or  clouds ;  and  if  thofe  vapors  are  further  condenfed  and  chilled, 
they  will  fall  in  hail  er  fhow.— But  it  may  be  aflced,  whether  fuch 
mountain  will  not  gradually  aflume  the  temperature  of  the  rifen  air 
that  furrounds  it?  I  anfwer,  that  in  a  courfe  of  time  this  may  happen  ; 
it  may  already  have  happened  in  part :  but  the  change  is  very  flow, 

*  [The  fun  (other  thins*  being  alike)  hit  titt  appearance  of  ading  m^l  upon 
bodies  that  are  Uaft  obi*  to  reflect  or  tranfmit  its  rayt,  aad  its  rayi  ceafe  in  part  to 
tSt  as  light  when  they  begin  to  act  as  heat.  But  the  common  theory  is,  that  heat 
confining  in  inteiKoe  motion,  the  refie&ion  of  the  fun's  rays  backward!  and  forwards 
multiplies  the  number  of  times  of  their  action,  and  increafes  this  motion,  and  con- 
sequently their  heat.  The  atmofphere  however  (the  body  in  queftion)  is  moft  heated 
by  the  Um  in  its  lower  parts,  when  it  is  fomewhat  hazy.  If  it  were  clear,  in  the 
proportion  of  denfity  in  which  it  furrounds  our  earth,  rays  would  be  transmitted 
through  it  perhaps  far  hundreds  of  miles.    £.] 
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for  old  as  the  world  is  grown,  mountains  of  this  defcription  are  yet  - 
bat  a  little  way  thawed  up.  Nor  is  this  perhaps  wonderful :  The 
heat  loft  by  the  air,  when  it  depofits  its  moiflure,  is  returned  to  the 
air  in  kind,  when  evaporation  takes  place  upon  the  mountain,  in 
confequence  of  the  thaw  produced :  Alio  when  the.  fnow  is  melted, 
it  not  only  thus  evaporates,  but  often  pours  down  along  the  moun- 
tain's fide,  together  with  the  heat  that  thawed  it ;  As  to  the  fun's 
rays,  the  fogs  intercept  and  carry  away  fome  of  the  few  directed  to 
its  furface,  and  ice  and  fnow  reflect  others  :  And  bulk  for  bulk  rare 
air  pofTefles  little  heat ;  and  what  heat  it  has,  fnow  (the  body  it 
chiefly  meets  with)  is  fuppofed  not  to  conduct  well#„ 

How  little  proportional  heat  is  communicated  by  the  a$mofpbere 
to  other  bodies,  is  feen  by  the  difference  found  in  our  climates  be- 
tween the  north  and  fouth  walls  of  a  houfe,  by  the  coolnefs  of  the  t 
air  itfelf  in  open  caves  and  grottos,  &c.  Sec.  and  in  particular  when.  ' 
the  earth  is  covered  with  fnow,  we  are  told  that  it  is  very  difficult 
for  the  froft  of  the  air  to  penetrate  the  foil*     On  the  other  hand* 
how  extensively  though  flowly,  heat  is  communicated  by  contact 
from  one  particle  of  earth  or  water  to  another,  will  appear  by  fome 
additional  remarks  and  corollaries  ;  which  tend  to  prove  that  the  * 
earth's  temperature  generally  taken  depends,  wholly  upon  the  fun*, 
and  that  without  this  particular  heat  the  earth,  would  remain  for 
ercr  frozen.—  1  °.  Springs  and  caves,  that  are  free  from  minerals  and 
tried  at  proper  depths, Teem  to  correfpond  with  the  average-heat  of  the 
clinmte  where  they  are  found ;  the  earth  at  certain  depths  ceafing  to 
obey  the  temporary  changes  of  the  fun,  and  only  retaining  its  average 
operation ;  or  in  other  words  the  flow  changing  mafles  of  the  flrata 
below,  deducting  from  or  adding  to  the  upper  heat,  juft  in  proportion 
as  the  fun's  heat  above  exceeds  or  falls  fhort.  —  20.  The  fea  in  the  - 
tropics   is  gradually  colder  as  we  have  gone  lower  down  :   It  is . 
dill  eolder  in  the  cold  regions,  but  liquid  as  far  as  the  founding, 
line  has  gone;  Though  differing  lefs  in  the  proportion  of  heat; 
between  its  furface  and  lower  parts  than  in  the  tropics;  for  Were, 
the  cold  at  bottom  ever  to  produce  congelation,  the  ice  being . 
fpecifically  lighter,  muff,  be  expected  to  rife,  and  while  rifijig  would.* 
be  melted  again  quickly  by  the  fea  where  it  ftill  remained  liquid,,, 

*  [See  moft  particularly  Dr.  Franklin's  theory  of  heat,  p.  350-7,  and  419-20., 
of  bis  Letters,  5th  ed.— If  it  be  thought  that  the  mountain  ought  to  he  heated  by 
its  contact  with  the  ground  found  at  its  bafc$  it  muft  be  recollected  that  the  earth  , 
immediately  under  its  bafe  (which  of  courfe  is  very  extended)  is  never  (hone  uponi  m 
and  that  the  parti  round  the  btfr taken  all  together,  are  for  very  various  reafons  leu* 
warm  below  than  if  there  were  no  mountain  near  them.     As  we  have  never  pene- 
trated   into  the  earths  bowels  downwards    more  than  one-third  of  the  diftance-. 
fixed  by  Ulloa  for  the  point  of  congelation  upwards  at  the  equator,  it  is  not  to  be  . 
expected  that  we  can  determine  precifely  how  nigh  up  the  effeft  of  contact  ought  to 
reach.    E.J 
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and  thence  produce  (what  is  feen)  a  pretty  even  temperature  be- 
low *  ;  The  parts  above  being  regulated  by  the  mixed  operation  of 
climate,  evaporation,  agitation,  and  contact.  —  3*.  Though  thefe 
effects  depend  upon  die  fun,  yet  its  light  and  rays  do  not  penetrate 
100  fathoms  into  .the  fea,  and  not  at  all  into  land:  consequently 
the  heat,  mud  be  communicated  by  contact.— 40. 1  conjecture  that 
the  moiflure  of  the  ground  in  our  latitudes,  by  its  conducting  powers 
as  to  heat,  is  one  principal  caufepf  this  extenfive  diffufion  of  warmth 
by  land :  for  in  India  during  a  heat  of  1 120  in  the  air,  ice  by  be- 
ing placed  in  a  dry  pit,  in  high  ground,  and  furrpunded  with  draw 
and  blank etting  (both  bad  conductors  of  heat,)  is  kept  un melted 
within  four  or  five  yards  of  the  furface.     And  I  would  aflc  whether  - 
the  drynefs  produced  by  froft  is  not  in  this  refpect  of  the  fame  nature 
with  this  drynefs  of  foil  anting  from   abfence  of  moiiture ;   and 
whether  ice  is  not  for  various.reafons  a  worfe  conductor  of  headman 
water  ?~5  *.  In  Siberia  f  the  inner  furface  of  the  ground  appears  always: 
frozen  ;  a  fact  fir  ft  intimated  by  the  want  of  iprings,  and  then  dis- 
covered by  inflection  in  the  courfe  of  digging  for  them ;  whence- 
one  may  fuppoie  that  the  medium  temperature  of  the  climate  there- 
for a.  great  part  of  the  year*  is  below  the  freezing  point.  ■ 
6°.  The  upper  cruft  of  the  forface  however,  is  with  them  for  a  few 
feet  thawed  in  fummer :  as.  with  us  it  is  only  to  the  fame  depth 
frpzen.  in  winter. —  7 °.  The  difference  of  heat  between  day  and 
night,  winter  and  fummer,  and  in  different  latitudes,  all  prove  the* 
fun's  omnipotence ;  the  greater  heat  and  cold  (as  might  be  expected 
where  large  mafles  are  in  queftion)  being  always  after  the  turn  of 
the  feafon,  &c-— 8  J .  Mines  appear  to  keep  a  fimilar  gradation  of  heat 
with  that  .of  the  tropical  feas:  the  inner  furface  here,  after  the  feafon* 
has  for  fome  time, turned,,  being  refjpectively  warmer. or  colder  than 
the  upper  furface ;  (which  fame  circumftance  is  difcovered  in  the" 
temperature  of  the  fea  at  thefe  times  in*  uneven  climates,  when  fur- 
rowed up  by  (forms.)     It  may  be  difficult  however  on  account  of 
mineral  and  artificial  heats,  the  forced  circulation  of  air,  and  the* 
warmth  of  the  miners  bodies,  to  acquire  a  juft  notion  of  the  tem- 
perature of  mines,  and  therefore  it  would  be  beft  perhaps  to  examine  • 
the  water  iffuing  in  them  at  different  levels,  provided  it  be  pure  J  : : 

and* 

*  [This  perhaps  (allowance  being  made  for  the  form  of  the  veflej,  to  leave  room- 
for  the  aflertioxvabove)  will  help  to  explain  whence  it  is,  that  if  frefli  water  is  fet  to ' 
fsceze,  the  unfrozen  refiduum  will  always  remain  at  310*  though  the  cold  is  intenfe* 
and  equally  applies:  to  the  water  and  the  ice:— a  fact  noticed  by  that  very  accurate: 
aad  modeft  .experimenter,  Mr.  Narrrte*     £.] 

•f-  [The  rivers  of  Siberia  therefore  have  their  origin  in  the  fouth,  and  go  on  fluid' 
by  means  of  their  united  mattes  to  the  north.  In  the  north  probably  they  could  not: 
hive  ongiiiated,  or  at  leaft  have  been  perennial.     E.] 

J  [Many  miftakes  are  daily  made,  even  by  philofophieal  perfons,  intakingthtu 

•unperature  ofliquidtt^Tke  thermometer  (hvmrmein  immerfed  in  them  at  theme- 
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and  even  then,  as  ore  probably  conduces  heat  better  than  Simple*  - 
earth,  we  Should  not  perhaps  acquire  a  perfect  fcale  for  the  earthy  * 
temperature  at  different  depths  where  there  are  no  mines.— 90.  It 
has  been  mentioned  why  the  fea- is  not  found  frozen  at  its  bottom ■:*  * 
Hitherto  in  temperate  climates  alfo  oar  miners  mire  no  where  met 
with  ice  by  land ;  for  hitherto  our  miners  have  nd  where  penetrated  ' 
J  of  a  mile  below  the  heights  where  they  have  firft  entered. — •>' 
lo°.   The  air  in  the  fouthem  hemisphere  has  been  found  not  to ; 
arrive  at  the  fame  heat  that  is  feen  in  corresponding  Situations  in 
the  northern  one ;    not  merely  from  the  lefs  comparative  fun  it 
enjoys,  though  that  is  of  weight ;    but  owing,  I  believe  ( as  Dr. 
Forfter  has  uiggefted)  to  the  little  land  now  proved  to  be  there : 
and  as  I  conceive  for  the  following  reafon.     The  circulation  of 
the  fea  prevents  its  furface  from  being  very  warm*,  and  confequentiy ' 
its  atmofphere  ;   And,  as  it  prevents  it  alfo  from  being  very  cold, 
one  might  conjecture  that- it  ought  to  produce  a  greater  equality  of' 
temperature ;  fo  many  and  So-  deep  waters'  (With*  moiftened:  earth 
1H11  under)  blending  together  through  all  their  mafs,  not  only  day 
and  night,  but  latitudes  and  feafonn.    Accordingly  at  Hudfon's  Bay 
in  north  latitude  590,  while  the  thermometer  nas  varied  through 
the  year  127  degrees  ;  at  Falkland's  iflands  in  fiuth  latitude  53V 
it  has  varied  but  50  degrees  :!  fo  that  though  there  may  be  leS5r 
tba<w  in  the  cold  parts  of  the  foutherh  hemifphere,  there  feems  to 
be  left  actual  intensity  of  00k!  •.— n«.  There  are  other  circum- 
stances which  prove  how  powerful  a  fecohdary  agent  the  fea  h, 
in  modifying  the  atmofphe&e  on  land  :  and  particularly  the  general 
even  Slate  of  weather  enjoyed  by  places  which  receive  the  fea  winds, 
and  the  extremities  of  feafon  in  thofe  which  receive  die  land  winds ; 
remarkably  proved  in  middle  latitudes  (as  Dr.  Franklin  has  ofar- 
ferved)  where  wefterly  winds  prevail,  and  render  the  weitern  coafts 
of  large  tradts  of  fuch  land  of  an  even  temperature,  but  the  eaftcrn 
coafls  and  middle  territory  of  a  very  varying  one ;  the  furface  of 
the  earth  in  the  one  cafe  %  preferring  all  the  natural  inequalities 
of  the  fun's  operation,  and  the  fea  in  the  other  cafe  removing  it. 
—12°.  If  there  be  a  point  of  peroetual  congelation  downwards,  as 
there  is  upward v  and  perhaps  horizontally,  then  we  need  not  fear 
left. the  waters  of  our  globe  Should  leak  away;   for  they  may  be 

ment  of  obfervation,  to  avoid  the  cold  from  evsp*ratim9  which  in  the  above  experi- 
ments in  particular  cafes,  would  perhaps  amount  to  three  or  four  degrees.  So  when 
the  beat  of  pumps  or  wells  is  tried,  the  water  that  has  long  been  ftanding  at  the  top* 
i&ould  be  removed,  and  the  water  be  obtained  freA  from  the  fpring  idelf,  through 
channels  of  a  correfponding  temperature.    £.]. 

•  [Dr.  Forfter,  who  adapts  a  very  different  explanation  from  the  above  to  the 
£»a  he  had  fo  happily  pointed  out,  adds  "  if  their  fummen  are  So  cold;  Jww  col4 
"  then  muft  be  their  winters  ?'*  E.l 

J  [Owing  to  Several  canfes  probably,    EJ  * 

considered 
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copfidered  as  held  in  by  an  impenetrable  frozen  bafin  of  earth.-** 
130.  Much  has  been  faid  of  fubterraneous  fires  by  characters  of 
high  authority  and  late  date :  And  it  is  true  that  there  are  a  few 
volcanos-  and  hot  minerals,  fparfdy  Scattered  in  a  few  countries  ; 
but  they  have  little  e#e&  in  warming  atmofphere,  land,  or  fea,  di- 
rectly contiguous  to  them  ;   and  to  fuppofe  that  they  have  much 
influence  in  forming  the  general  temperature  of  the  globe,  is  like 
fuppofing  that  an  immenfe  plain,  nearly  ]  covered  with  water,  would 
be  heated  through  its  whole  mafs,  by  here  and  there  a  bonfire  or 
lime-kiln  being  placed  within  it.     If  the  power  of  thefe  volcano* 
extended  even  a  few  miles  beyond  the  feat  of  their  minerals  and 
fumes,  -how  happens  it  that  the  immenfe  volcanos  of  JEtna.  and 
Cotopaxi,  fuller  a  circle  of  eternal  frofts  and  fnovvs  ro  furround 
their  feet  ? — 14°.  For  the  fun  itfelf  to  have  produced  all  the  effects 
above  mentioned,  the  prefent  conltitution  of  things  mud  neceflarily 
have  long  fubfiiled. — As  to  the  nature  of  its  rays,  whether  confin- 
ing jo/  emiffions  both  of  light  and  heat  together;  or  of  light  fingly 
and  heat  confequentially  $  or  whether  the  whole  is  in  no  fort  an* 
emiflion,  but  merely  prelTure  or  communicated  motion  ;  this  is  not 
the  propeainomeat  for  difcufiion :  Perhaps  there  are  optical  difficul- 
ties attending  the  lail  of  thefe  fblutious ;  and  were  the  fir  ft  to  be 
held  the  true  one,  fuch  powerful  heat  being  incorporated  century 
after  century  with  our  globe,  one  might  have  ex  peeled  the  accu- 
mulation of  it  by  this  time  to  have  arrived  at  prodigious  extremes?, 
the  dear  unequivocal  progrefs  of  which  could  hardly  liave  efcaned 
the  notice  0/  aiftory.     Alterations  in  the  furface  of  land  excepted, 
from  the  deftrg&onof  forefts,  &c.  perhaps  the  earth  may  now  be  held 
arrived  atita_jnaxi*num  of  heat;  but  when  it  it  cqafigered  that  per- 
haps ~V..pert  of  the- earth  is  Hill  in  foreft  that  is  yet  to  be  cut  down, 
this  fource  of  frefhheat  feems  not  to  be  overlooked :  The  confequencea- 
attending  which  circum (lance,    in  another  rcTpeft,   have  already 
.been  ferious  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  for  drought  in  fome  cafes  has  fol- 
lowed the  removal  of  fbreils,  particularly  the  mountainous  ones  j 
4»ecaufe  the  more  naked  foil  receiving  and  emitting- the  fun's  heat 
ictter  than  the  leaves  and  branches  of  trees,  when  the  mountains 
:become  warmer  from  lofing  their  fcreen,  they  are  Jefs  able  than 
rfbrmerly  to  precipitate. vapors  or  clouds  from  the  humid  air :  Hence 
in  fome  of  thefe  places  the  inhabitants  are  faid  to  betaking  measures 
.to  relloxe  their  forells,.  as  in  other  wetter  parts  they  axe  in  haite  |o> 
have  them  removed. 

I  thought  to  have  doled' here,  but  a  hint  has  juft  occurred  to  mfe, 

which  I  cannot  but  relate.: — Volcano;,  even  in  the  tropics,  do  not 

"  heat  their  fides  and  ne^ks,  *  (6  as  to  prevent  their  being  frozen  r  ftill 

kft  then  do  they  their  roots  1  $iiflp^e -therefore  avokaao  in  fome 

northern 
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northern  country,  to  be  fo  high  or  cold,  as  to  beinfulated  by  frozen 
ground  below.   This  volcano  will  caufe  a  heat  perpendicularly  and  to 

freat  height  over  it  in  the  air,  not  only  becaufe  its  heat  afcends,  but 
ecaufe  the  heated  vaporized  air  alfo  afcends  :  The  column  of  air 
then  correfponding%to  its  bafe,  being  lighter  than  the  neighbouring  - 
ones,  mufl  balance  itfelf  by  being  longer;  and  thence  will  ftand 
like  a  pillar  above  the  reft.  As  the  heat  continues,  may  not  the  air 
then,  which  from  the  frozen  face  of  the  country  is  furcharged  with 
electricity,  flow  in  turn  from  the  neighbouring  furface  to  form  a  part 
of  this  fucceffive  pillar,  each  particle  bringing  along  with  it  its  far** 
charge  of  electricity  ?  And  when  arrived  in  turn  at  the  pillar's  fum-' 
mit,  will  not  fuch  electricity  have  a  better  chance  than  in  any  other1 
fituation,  for  projecting  itfelf  towards  the  vacuum  above;  the  pillar1 
not  only  being  thus  elevated,  but  the  heat  poflibly  extending  dill- 
above  ?  And  the  longer  and  fiercer  the  fire,  will  not  the  more  elec- 
trical fluid  in  turn  be  tranfmitted  ? — Iceland  is  large,  elevated,  and 
in  65  °  of  latitude;  why  may  not  a  volcano  of  this  defcription  be 
found  in  Iceland,  and  produce  an  Aurora  Borealh  ?  The  appearance* - 
of  fome  of  our  auroras  about  that  ifland  #,  the  frequent  volcano* 
difperfed  through  it,  the  flufhings  of  their  fire  according  with  the 
flufhings  of  the  aurora,  and  the  poffibiHtf  of  feeing  what  happens 
at  confiderable  elevations  in  that  quarter ;  feem  to  incline  one  to' 
the  hypothecs.  If  our  auroras  have  only  lately  appeared,  the  fame 
may  be  the  cafe  with  the  volcano  that  has  produced  them  ;  which 
volcano  may  ceafe  again,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  volcano  of 
Hecla  has  ceafed.  And  if  the  aurora  ufually  is  feen  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  night,  and  is  brighteft  when  thaw  fuccaads  after  cold ; 
will  not  this  tftnrtfpond  with  the  idea  that  humid  air  is  in  itfelf  ful- 
led of  electricity  ;  and  that  as  the  thaw  will  be  lafetft  in  affecting  the 
high  lands  and  fome  inclination  to  froft  may  be  ftppofed  to  attend 
there  after  the  fun  firft  difappears ;  the  heated  pillar  of  air  may 
thence  (at  leail  in  certain  ftages)  be  well  electrified,  though  the 
ground  below,  and  perhaps  other  parts  of  the  fnrrounding  air  above, 
may  not  yet  have  acquired  conducting  powers  ?•—  Suppofe  this  mat- 
ter  were  more  obferved. — Though  there  is  but  little  land  in  the 
fouth,  Dr.  Forfter  was  not  in  wide  feas,  but  within  a  few  days  fail 
of  New  Zealand,  when  he  faw  the  auroras  in  that  hemtfphere :  Is 
there  no  lofty  volcano  then  in  New  Zealand?— r The  infulation  of 
fiie  volcano,  it  will  be  feen  is  eflential  to  its  operation;  for  were 
it  allowed  conducting  powers,  the  whole  furplus  of  electricity  would 
rum  through  the  fire  and  minerals?  to  the  moiftened  earth  and 
4Boxnmunicating  feas :  Hence  as  it  would  have  fpoiled  Dr.  Franklin's 
idea  of  a  furcharge,  1  had  always  kept  volcanos  out  of  the  theory ; 
not  having  till  lately  adverted  to  the  probability  of  the  fection  of 

*  {See  page  519,  kft  nefcf*  E.J 

their 
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their  bafc  being  frozen  throughout. — However  as  volcanos  are  faid  to 
require  water  to  form  their  minerals  into  a  parte,  it  is  worth  consider- 
ing whence  the  water  is  to  come,  if  fro  ft  help*  *  to  infulate  the  vol- 
cano.     I  know  no  other  folution  than  the  following.     If  water  were 
once  allowed  a  remarkably  mild  feafon  for  penetrating  into  the 
mountain  (and  the  difference  of  a  few  inches  of  thaw,  or  a  chafm 
formed  by  an  earthquake  attending  fome  neighbouring  eruption* 
might  effect  this)  the  materials  of  the  volcano  might  be  put  into 
order  for  an  eruption ;  and  an  opening  being  once  formed,  the  water 
might  afterwards  be  fupplied  from  without :  for  the  Icelanders  are 
faid  by  experience  to  expeft  an  eruption  from  a  volcano,  whenever 
the  ice  is  formed  in  mattes  ready  to  drop  into  its  crater ;  and  the 
neighbouring  fummits  might  eafily  give  this  fupply  f.  —  But  the 
whole  of  this  is  to  beheld  as  conjecture,  till  confirmed  by  better 
•  obfervation ;  for  which  reafon  it  feems  prudent  not  to  venture  at 
prefent  upon  any  farther  minutiae. — It  may  be  proper  only  to  anti- 
cipate a  confiderable  objection,  relative  to  the^a*  of  the  aurora  arc* 
compared  with  the  diameter  of  the  crater ;  which  perhaps  is  done 
by  obferving,  that  when  the  column  of  heated  air  rifes  to  a  certain 
fituation,  its  repulfive  force  snakes  it  expand  and  float  on  the  top  of 
the  neighbouring  columns ;  and  theeledlric  fluid  it  contains  (already 
fpread  out  by  this  operation)  fpreads  itfelf  abundantly  wider  by  its 
own  farther  repulfion  as  it  advances  to  rarer  mediums ;  till  at  laft  it 
arrives  at  the  diffusion  obferved  when  it  firft  exhibits  light.     Indeed 
if  the  top  of  the  pillar  of  air  were  not  thus  fucceflively  removed,  the 
air  below  could  no  longer  fucceflively  rife. 

The  fads  taken  notice  of  in  the  courfe  of  the  notes  upon  this 
paper,  it  may  be  feen  perhaps  have  other  various  and  extenfive 
applications,  but  it  will  be  fsen  alfo  that  fuch  applications  have  no 
claim  to  be  found  in  this  place.  I  (hall  therefore  conclude  with  the 
following  lift  of  references  confirming  what  has  been  dated  in  the 
poftfeript  to  thefe  notes.*— Ulloa,  as  before  quoted,  and  vol,  I. 
p.  246;  Philofoph.  Tranf.  for  1770,  p.  147-9,  I29»  am*  I31^ 
Prieftlcy's  Optics,  p.  426-9;  Philofoph.  Tranf.  for  1776,  p.  107; 
J.  R.  Former's  observations  during  a  voyage  round  the  world,  p.  60. 
(confirmed  by  the  journal  of  Mr.  Bayley  in  the  Adventure  Iloop) 
alfo,  ibid.  p.  98-99 ;  Philof.  Tranf.  for  1775,  p.  459-462,  with 
Martine'sEffay  on  Thermometers,  p.  222,  and  other  facts;  Phipps's 
Voyage  toward  the  North  pole,  p.  141,  142-6,  147  ;  Philoioph. 
Tranf.  for  1775,  p.  253,  compared  with  257;  Petersburg  Memoirs  ; 

*  [There  muft  be  an  abfencc  of  mineral),  as  well  as  moifture,  where  the  infla- 
tion is.    E.] 

f  [See  Dx.  Former's  obfervationt  during  a  voyage  round  the  world,  p.  121.  com* 
pared  with  p.  10  j  Ulloa't  very  icnfible  theory  of  volcano*  and  earthquakes,  vol.  ad* 
p.87 ;  and  the  Abbe  Ptevot'a  collection  of  voyages  and  continuation,  Vol.  18.  ch. 
ad.  and  3d.  4*0  edit.  £.} 
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Dc  Luc's  Ara  unt  of  the  mines  in  the  Hartz  foreft  in  Germany,  alfo 
Ucrgm«.n's  Phyftoal  Geography  ;  and  MufTc hen  brock's  Jntroductio 
ad  Phli.  Natur.  artic.  2299.     E.j 

[  N.  B.  3inc,  writing  the  above,  M.  Mai  ran*  s  Traite  Phyfiquc  tt 
HijioriqueJc  I'JumrcBeredle,  z-'Je  ciit.  has  fallen  .into  my  hands.— 
The  theory  v:  iingular  perhaps,  but  the  hiitorical  colle&ion  is  ela- 
borate and  important.  It  poflibly  was  to  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of 
this  theory,  that  Dr.  Franklin  has  fug^eftcd  a  caufe  for  the  Sequent 
appearance  of  th*  auroras  at  the  apprciub  of  winter :  and  I  find  by 
Mairan's  table,  that  oat  of  144 1  auroras  which  are  recorded  during 
1 168  years,  212  were  (ccn  in  the  months  of  October,  and  202  in 
thofe  of  March  ;  which  gives  the  preference  to  October,  contrary  to 
Muffchenbroek,  and  conformable  to  Dr.  Franklin. — Mairan  alio 
makes  it  clear  that  the  auroras  were  formerly  very  unfrequent ;  info- 
much  that  the  number  which  appeared  from  1722  to  175 1  inclu- 
sively, (amounting  to  989  in  only  30  years)  more  than  doubles  ac- 
cording to  his  table  thofe  that  had  appeared  during  the  fpace  of  1 1 38 
years  before. — He  feems  alfo  to  have  proved  that  the  auroras  arc 
neither  perpetual,  ancient,  nor  unufually  brilliant  towards  the  high 
latitudes  in  this  northern  hemifphere ;  and  that  they  are  perhaps  ne- 
ver feen  in  it  at  fo  low  latitudes  as  36°. — In  thefoutbern  hemifphere, 
he  confirms  their  appearance  from  Ulloa ;  who  fent  him  a  very 
fatisfa&ory  account  by  letter,  of  fome  that  he  had  feen  in  doubling 
the  land  at  Cape  Home ;  and  Frczier  alfo  appears  to  have  feen  the 
like  in  the  fame  Situation. — Refpefting  the  height  of  the  auroras,  he. 
exhibits  a  computation  made  by  various  phi lofophers  in  various  man- 
ners of  certain  particular  ones,  and  ftates  the  average  of  them  at  175 
leagues  high  (of  which  leagues  25  go  to  a  degree) ;  the  loweft  being 
47  leagues,  and  the  highelt  275  leagues:  And  in  another  place  he 
computes  the  average  of  them  at  200  leagues  high,  which  is  8  de»  ' 
grees  or  556  Englifh  miles.-         See  Mairan,  p.  554;  547-554; 

82-93;  379-389»  104>  4375  438-441*  56-7>  4°5-6>412*  433-6* 
alfo  Newton's  Optics,  Qu.  28. 

To  conclude ;  when  I  firft  read  the  above  paper  in  May  laft,  I 
thought  I  faw  true  principles  contained  in  it,  though  I  felt  difficulties 
in  their  application.  Upon  a  due  confideration  however  of  the  loca- 
lity of  the  auroras,  the  irregular  periods  of  their  appearance,  and  the 
fmall  elevation  of  the  atmofphere ;  I  find  thefe  difficulties  to  be  in- 
fuperable.  I  have  therefore  applied  the  fame  principles  of  "  cleftri- 
"  eally  charged  air,  and  a  non-conducJing  earth,"  to  another  hypothecs- 
which  feems  to  admit  a  nearer  approximation  to  the  truth.  For  va- 
rious reafbns  however,  I  make  no  alterations  in  the  notes j  which 
tend  to  eftablifli  two  lingular  fads ;  *//*.  that  the  air  is  moid  and 
warm  at  unexpected  heights  above,  and  thac  the  earth  is  frozen  at 
unexpected  depths  below.    July  1779.    N.B.  Vid*  Addenda.    £.} 
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The  body 

Of 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Printer, 

(Like  the  cover  of  an  old  book, 

Its  contents  torn  out, 

And  ftript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 

Lies  here,  food  for  worms ; 

Yet  the  work  itfelf  (hall  not  be  loft, 

For  it  will  (as  he  believed)  appear  once  more, 

In  a  new 

And  more  beautiful  edition, 

Corrected  and  amended 

By 

The  Author  *. 


*  [A  news-paper,  in  which  I  have  ften  thucopyofDr.FraakUa'* 
tpitmfb cm himfilf,  fays  that  it  firft  appealed  ia  a B*Jtm mvuUftr 
eftablilhed  and  printed  by  Dr.  Franklin.    E.J 
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Containing  additional  Papers  proper  for  inferttm 
in  the  foregoing  work. 


[G.  P.] 

Rules  for  a  Club  formerly  eJiaBHJhed  in 
Philadelphia  J. 

Previous  queftion,  to  be  anfwered  at  every  meeting. 

TTAVE  you  read  over  thefe  queries  this  morn- 
'**  ihg,  in  order  to  confider  what  you  might 
hive  fo  offer  the  Junto  [touching]  any  one  of 
therti  ?  viz. 

€  i .  Have  you  met  with  any  thing  in  the  author 

*  you  laft  read,  remarkable,  or  fuitable  to  be  com- 

*  municated  to  the  Junto  ?  particularly  in  hiftory* 

*  morality,  poetry,  phyfic^  travels,  mechanic  arts, 
€  or  other  parts  of  knowledge* 

X  [This  was  an  early  performance ;  and  carries  along  with  it 
an  air  of  Angularity,  accompanied  with  fuch  operative  good  fenfe 
atod  philanthropy,  as  characterizes  it  for  Dr.  Franklin's.  It  did  not 
come  into  my  po/Teflion  early  enough  for  infertion  in  the  body  of  the 
work ;  but  it  belongs  to  the  divifion  of  General  Politics  after  p.  8  u 
as  the  chief  ends  propofed  by  it  tend  to  the  advancement  of  a  State.. 
*r-The  club  for  which  it  was  written,  was  held  (as  I  have  fuppofed) 
in  Philadelphia ;  and  if  I  am  well  informed  was  compofeA  of  men 
confiderable  for  their  influence  and  difcretion  ;  for  though  the  chief 
meafures  of  Penfylvania  ufually  received  their  iirft  formation  in  this 
Club,  it  exifted  for  3b  years  'without  the  nature  6f  its  inftitution. 
being  publicly  known.    £.] 

«  2.  What 
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€  2.  What  new  ftory  have  you  lately  heard 
€-  agreeable  for  telling  in  conversation  ? 

€  3.  Hath  any  citizen  in  your  knowledge  failed 
€  in  his  bufinefs  lately,  and  what  have  you  heard 
€  of  the  caufe  ? 

€  4.  Have  you  lately  heard  of  any  citizen's 
4  thriving  well,  and  by  what  means  ? 

4  5.  Have  you  lately  heard  how  any  prefent 
4  rich  man,  here  or  elfewhere,  got  his  eftate  ? 

€  6.  D9  you  know  of  any  fellow  citizen,  who 
€  has  lately  done  a  worthy  adtion,  deferving  praife 

*  and  imitation  ?  or  who  has  committed  an  error 
4  proper  for  us  to  be  warned  againft  and  avoid  ? 

*  [7#  What  unhappy  effe&s  of  intemperance 
4  have  you  lately  obferved  or  heard  ?  of  impru- 
c  dence?  of  paffion?  or  of  any  other  vice  or  folly  ? 

4  8.  What  happy  effedts  of  temperance  ?  of 
4  prudence  ?  of  moderation  ?  or  of  any  other 
4  virtue?] 

*  9.  Have  you  or  any  of  your  acquaintance 
4  been  lately  lick  or  wounded  ?  Iffo,  whatreme- 

*  dies  were  ufed,  and  what  were  their  efFe&s  ? 

*  10.  Who  do  you  know  that  are  fliortly  going 
4  voyages  or  journies,  if  one  fhould  have  occafioa 
4  to  fend  by  them  ? 

*  1 1 .  Do  you  think  of  any  thing  at  prefent,  in 
4  which  the  Junto  may  be  ferviceable  to  mankind  t 
4  to  their  country,  to  their  friends,  or  to  them* 
4  felv.es? 

'  12.  Hath 
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€  12.  Hath  any  deferving  ftranger  arrived  in 
€  town  fince  laft  meeting,  that  you  heard  of  ?  and 
4  what  have  you  heard  or  obterved  of  his  cha- 
4  rader  or  merits  ?  and  whether  think  you,  it  lies 
€  in  the  power  of  the  Junto  to  oblige  him,  or 
€  encourage  him  as  he  deferves  ? 

c  13.  Do  you  know  of  any  deferving  young 
4  beginner  lately  fet  up,  whom  it  lies  in  the  power 
€  of  the  Junto  any  way  to  encourage  ? 

€  14.  Have  you  lately  obferved  any  defedt  in 
4  the  laws  of  your  country,  [of]  which  it  would 
4  be  proper  to  move  the  legislature  for  an  amend- 
4  ment  ?  Or  do  you  know  of  any  beneficial  law 

*  that  is  wanting  ? 

4  15.  Have  you  lately  obferved  any  encroach- 
4  ment  on  the  juft  liberties  of  the  people  ? 

4  16.  Hath  any  body  attacked  your  reputation 
€  lately  ?  and  what  can  the  Junto  do  towards  fe- 
4  curing  it  ? 

4  17.  Is  there  any  man  whofe  friendfhip  you 
€  want,  and  which  the  Junto  or  any  of  them,  can* 
4  procure  for  you  ? 

c  18.  Have  you  lately  heard  any  member's  cha- 

*  raster  attacked,  and  how  have  you  defended  it  ? 

c  19.  Hath  ;  ny  man  injured  you,  from  whom 
4  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Junto  to  procure  re- 
€  drefs  ? 

4  20.  In  what  manner  can  the  Junto,  or  any  of 
€  them,  affift  you  in  any  of  your  honourable  de- 

*  figns? 

•  21.  Have 
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*  21.  Have  you  any  weighty  affair  in  hand,  in 

*  which  you  think  the  advice  of  the  Junto  may  be 

*  of  fervice  -f*  ? 

*  22.  What  benefits  have  you  lately  received 
4  from  any  man  not  prefent  ? 

*  23,  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  matters  of  opi^ 
4  nion,  ofjuftice,  andinjuftice,  which  you  would 
4  gladly  have  difcufled  at  this  time  ? 

'  24.  Do  you  fee  any  thing  amifs  in  the  pre- 
4  feat  icuftoms  or  proceedings  of  the  Junto,  whifch 

*  might  he  amended  ? 

Any  perfon  to  be  qualified,  to  ftand  up,  and  lay 
his  hand  on  his  breaft,  and  be  afked  thefe  ques- 
tions; viz. 

4  1 .  Have  you  any  particular  difrefpedt  to  any 
4  prefent  members  ? — ^nfwer*   I  have  not. 
€'  2.  Do  you  fincerely  declare  that  you  love> 

*  mankind   in  general  j    of  what   profefiion   or, 
4  religion .  Jbeyer  ?  t<4nJfi>.  I  do. 

4  3.  Do  you  think  any  perfon  ought  to  be. 
4  harmed  in  his  body,  name  or  goods,  for  mere. 
4  fpeculative  opinions,  or  his  external  way  of 
4  wprfliip  ? — Anf.  No. 

x  4.  Do  you  love  truth  for  truth's  fake,  and 
4  will  you  endeavour  impartially  to  find  ^nd  re-* 
4  ceive  it  yourfelf  and- communicate  it  to  others  ? 

*  — Anfjw.  Yes. 

t  [Queries  N°  7  and  8  follow  here,  in  the  original.    E.] 

State 
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&tqte  of  the  Conjtitution  of  the  Colonies,  by  Governor 
Pownall  % ; — with  Remarks  by  Dr.  Franklin. 

[  Principles.  ] 
i .  TX7Herever  any  Englijhmen  go  forth  without 
"  the  realm,  and  make  Jfettlements  in  par- 
tibus  exteris,  €  Thefe  fettlements  as  Englifli  fet- 
c  tlements,  and  thefe  inhabitants  as  EneJHh  fub- 
€  jecfts,  (carrying  with  them  the  laws  of  the  land 

*  wherever  they  form  colonies,  and  receiving  his 

*  Majefty's  protection  by  virtue  of  his  royal  char- 
€  ter  **  or  commiflions  of  government,)  €  have 

*  and  enjoy  all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free 
€  and  natural  fubjedts,  to  all  intents  conftru&ions 

*  and  purpofes  whatfoever ;  as  if  they  and  every 

*  of  them  were  born  within  the  realm  *ft  And 
are  bound  by  the  like  allegiance  as  every  other 
fubjedi  of  the  realm. 

Rem*  The  fcttlcrs  of  colonies  in  America  did  not  carry  with  them 
the  laws  of  the  land,  as  being  bounrf  by  them  wherever  they  fhould 
fettle.     Tfyey  left  the  realm  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  and  hard- 

ihips 

t  [This  State  of  tin  Confiitution  of  the  Colonies  was  printed  at  the 
<jlofe  of  1769,  and  communicated  to.  various  perfons*  with  a  view 
to  prevent  nnfdiief,  from  the  mifunderftahdings  between  the  govern* 
unent  of  Great  Britain  and  the  people  of  America^  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  afcribing  it  to  Governor  PownaU,  as  his  name  could  have 
been  no  fecrct  at  die  time. — Dr.  Franklin's  remarks  (which  from 
their  early  date,  are 'the  more  curious)  are  in  mannfeript;  and  from 
an  obfervauon  in  reply  figned  T.  P.  appear  to  have  been  com- 
municated to  Governor  Pownall.  — The  larger  type  with  the  lower 
notes,  mark  what  belongs  to  Governor  Pownall ;  and  the  (mailer  type, 
mixed  with  the  larger  one  and  iigned  B.  F.  marks  what  Belongs  to 
pr.  Franklin.     E.J 

*  Pratt  and  York.  f  General  words  in  all  charters* 
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(hips  they  were  under,  where  fome  of  thofe  laws  were  in  force : 
particularly  ecclefiaftical  laws,  thofe  for  payment  of  tythes  and 
others.  Had  it  been  underftood  that  they  were  to  carry  thefe  laws 
with  them,  they  had  better  have  ftaid  at  home  among  their  friends, 
unexpofed  to  the  rifques  and  toils  of  a  new  fcttlement.  They  car- 
ried with  them,  a  right  to  fuch  parts  of the  laws  of  the  land,  as  they 
ihould  judge  advantageous  or  ufeful  to  them  :  a  right  to  be  free  from 
thofe  they  thought  hurtful :  and  a  right  to  make  fuch  others,  as  they 
fhould  think  ncceflary,  not  infringing  the  general  rights  of  Englifh- 
men ;  And  fuch  nenv  laws  they  were  to  form^  as  agreeable  as  might 
be  to  the  laws  of  England.        B.  F. 

2.  Therefore  the  common  law  of  England,  and 
iMfuchjtatutes  as  were  enafted  and  in  force  at  the 
time  in  which  fuch  fettlers  went  forth,  and  fuch 
colonies  and  plantations  were  eftablifhed,  (except 
as  hereafter  excepted)  together  with  all  fuch  alte- 
rations and  amendments  as  the  faid  common  law 
may  have  received  y  is  from  time  to  time  and  at 
all  times,  the  law  of  thofe  colonies  and  planta- 
tions. 

Rem,  So  far  as  they  adopt  it ;  by  exprefs  laws  or  by  practice.   B.  F  . 

3.  Therefore  all  ftatutes  touching  the  right  of 
the  fucceJftony  and  fettlement  of  the  crown,  with 
the  ftatutes  of  treafon  relating  thereto  $  J  All  fta- 
tutes 


J  [i.  e.]  All  ftatutes  refpe&ing  the  general  relation  between  the 
crown  and  the  fubject ;  not  fuch  as  refpett  any  particular  or  peculiar 
eftablifhment  of  the  realm  of  England.  As  for  inftance :  By  the 
13th  and  14th  of  Car.  II.  c.  2.  the  fupreme  military  power  is  de- 
clared to  be  in  general,  without  limitation,  in  his  Majeiry,  and  to 
have  alway  been  of  right  annexed  to  the  office  of  King  of  England, 
throughout  all  his  Majefty's  realms  and  dominions ; — Yet  the  enact- 
ing claufe,  which  refpedls  only  the  peculiar  eftabliihment  of  the  militia 
of  England,  extends  to  the  realm  of  England  only:  So  that  the  fu- 
preme military  power  of  the  crown  in  all  other  his  Majefly's  realms 
and  dominions  itands,  as  to  this  fiat ute>  on  the  bafis  of  its  general 
power,  unlimited.    However,  the  feveral  legiflatures  of  his  Majefly's 

kingdom 
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tutes  regulating  or  limiting  the  general  powers  and 
authority  of  the  crown,  "and  th§  exercife  of  the  ju- 
rifdidtion  thereof  5  All  ftatutes  declaratory  of  the 
rights  and  liberty  of,  thefubjeSl ;  do  extend  to  all 
Britifh  fubje&s  in  the  colonies  and  plantations  as 
of  common  right,  and  as  if  they  and  every  of  them 
were  born  within  the  realm. 

Rem.  It  is  doubted  whether  any  fettlementof  the  crown  by  parlia- 
ment, takes  place  in  the  colonies,  otherwife  than  by  Confent  of  the 
AfTemblies  there.  Had  the  rebellion  in  1745  Succeeded  fo  far  as  to 
fettle  the  Stuart  family  again  on  the  throne,  by  a&  of  parliament, 
I  think  the  colonies  would  not  have  thought  themfelves  bound  by 
fuch  Act.  They  would  ftill  have  adhered  to  the  prefent  family,  at 
long  as  they  could.        B.  F. 

[Obf.  in  Reply.  They  are  bound  to  the  King  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
and  we  know  no  fucceffion  but  by  a&  of  parliament.      T.  P.] 

4.  All  ftatutes  enadted  Jince  the  eftablifhment 
of  colonies  and  plantations,  do  extend  to  and  ope- 
rate within  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations,  in 
which  ftatutes  the  fame  arefpecialfy  named. 

Rem.  It  is  doubted  whether  any  ad  of  parliament  mould  of  right 
operate  in  the  colonies  :  infaQ  feveral  of  them  have  and  do  operate. 
B.  F. 

5.  Statutes  and  cuftoms  which  refped  only  the 
fpecial  and  local  circumjtances  of  the  realm,*  do  not 

extend  to  and  operate  within  faid  colonies  and 
plantations,  where  no  fuch  fpecial  and  local  cir- 
cumftances  are  found. —  (Thus  the  ecclejiaftical 
and  canon  law,  and  all  ftatutes  refpeSting  tythes ; 

kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  his  dominions  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  feve- 
ral colonies  and  plantations  in  America ;  have,  by  laws  to  which 
the  King  hath  given  his  confent,  operating  within  the  precindb  of 
their  feveral  junfdictions,  limited  the  powers  of  it  and  regulated  the 
exercife  thereof. 

Z  z  z  2  The 
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The  laws  refpe&ing  courts  baron  and  vopybdldst 
The  game  atfs;  The  ftatutes  refpe&ing  the  pdor, 
and  fettlements  \  and  all  other  laws  and  ftatutes 
having  fpeciai  reference  to  fpecial  and  local  cif- 
cumftances  and  eftabliflhments  within  the  realm  ; 
— do  not  extend  to  and  operate  within  thefe  fet- 
tlements, in  partibus  exteris,  where  no  fuch  cif- 
cumftances  or  eftablifliments  exift.) 

Run.  Thefe  laws  have  no  force  in  America  :  not  merely  becaufc 
local  circumitances  differ ;  but  becaufe  they  have  never  been  adopted* 
or  brought  over  by  Ads  of  Aflembly  or  by  practice  in  the  courts* 
B.F. 

6.  No  ftatutes  madejfor*  the  eftablifhment  of 
faid  colonies  and  plantations,  {except  as  above  de- 
fcribed  in  Articles  3.  and  4.)  do  extend  to  and 
operate  within  faid  colonies  and  plantations. 

Quere.  —  Would  any  ftatut6  made  fince  the 
eftablifhment  of  faid  colonies  and  plantations* 
which  ftatute  imported  to  annul  and  abolifh  the 
powers  and  jurifdidlions  of  their  relpe&ive  coftfti- 
tutions  of  government,  where  the  fame  was  not 
contrary  to  the  laws,  or  any  otherwife  forfeited 
or  abated ;  or  which  ftatute  imported  to  take 
away,  or  did  take  away,  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  tne  fettlers,  as  Britifh  fubje<Sks : — Would  fuch 
ftatute,  as  of  right,  extend  to  and  operate  within 
faid  colonies  and  plantations  ? 

Jnjkver.  No.  The  parliament  has  no  fuch  power.  .The  charter* 
cannot  be  altered  but  by  confent  of  both  parties,  The  King  and  th* 
Colonics.        £.  F. 


[Corollaries 


[A:  D.T.]     Cohjtitution  of  the  Colonies.  541 

[Corollaries  from  the  foregoing  Principles.] 

Upon  the  matters  of  fa&,  right  and  law  as 
fcbove  ftated,  it  is,  That  the  Britifh  fubje<5ts  thus 
fettled  in  partibus  exteris  without  the  realm,  fo 
long  as  they  are  excluded  from  an  intire  union 
With  the  realm  aa  parts  of  and  within  the  fame ;. 
have  a  right  to  have  (as  they  have)  and  to  be  go- 
verned by  (as  they  are)  a  diJiinSl  intire  civil  go- 
vernment ;  of  the  like  powers  pre-eminences  and 
jurifdi&ions  (conformable  to  the  like  rights,  pri- 
vileges, immunities,  franchifes,  and  civil  liber- 
ties;, as  are  to  be  foond  and  are  eftablifhed  ir* 
the  Britifh  government,  refpedting  the  Britiih 
fubjeft  withift  the  realm. 

Item.     Right.         B.  F. 

Hence  alio  it  is,  That  the  Rights  of  thefubjeSt 
as  declared  in  the  Petition  of  rights,  That  the 
Limitation  of  the  prerogative  by  the  A£t  for  abo- 
lishing the  Star-chamber  and  for  regulating  the 
Privy-council,  &c.j  That  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&» 
The  Statute  of  Frauds,  The  Bill  of  Rights ;  do  of 
common  right  extend  to  and  are  in  force  within 
{aid  colonies  and  plantations. 

Rem.  Several  of  thefe  rights  are  eftablifhed  by  (pedal  colony  laws. 
If  any  are  not  yet  fo  eftabHfhed,  the  colonies  have  right  to  fuch 
laws  :  And  the  covenant  having  been  made  in  the  charters  by  the 
King,  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  fuch  laws  ought  to  receive  the- 
reyal  aflent  as  of  right.        B.  F. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  freeholders  within  the  pre- 
cindbs  of  thefe  jurifdidtions  have  (as  of  right  they 
ought  to  have)  kjhare  in  the  power  of  making  tbofe 
laws  which  they  are  to  be  governed  by,  by  the 

right 


542  APPENDIX. 

right  which  they  have  of  fending  their  reprefen- 
tatives  to  adt  for  them  and  to  confent  for  them  in 
all  matters  of  legiflation ;  which  reprefentatives 
when  met  in  general  affembly,  have,  together 
with  the  crown,  a  right  to  perform  and  do  all 
the  like  adts  ,refpedting  the  matters  things  and 
rights  within  the  precindts  of  their  jurifdidtion, 
as  the  parliament  hath  reflecting  the  realm  and 
Britifh  dominions. 

Hence  alfo  it  is  that  all  the  executive  offices* 
(from  the  fupreme  civil  magiftrate  as  locum  tenens 
to  the  King,  down  to  that  of  conftable  and  head- 
borough;)  muft  of  right  be  eftablifhed  with  all 
and  the  like  powers,  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
as  defined  by  the  conftitution  and  lawi  as  in  fadt 
they  are  eftablifhed. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  judicial  offices  and  courts  of 
jujiicef  eftablifhed  within  the  precindts  of  faid  ju- 
rifdidtions,  have,  as  they  ought  of  right  to  have ; 
all  thofe  jurifdidtions  and  powers  *  as  fully  and 

*  amply  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever ; 
4  as  the  courts  of  King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas, 
4  and  Exchequer,  within  his  Majefty's  kingdom 
c  of  England,  have,  and  ought  to  have;  and  are 

*  empowered  to  give  judgment  and  award  exe- 
4  cution  thereupon  J.' 

Hence  it  is,  that  by  the  pofleffion  enjoyment 
and  exercife  of  his  Majefty's  Great  Seal  delivered 
to  his  Majefty's  Governor,  there  is  eftablifhed 
within  the  precindts  of  the  refpedtive  jurifdidtions 

J  Law  in  New-England,  confirmed  by  the  crown,  O&22,  1700. 

all 
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all  the  fame  and  like  powers  of  Chancery  (except 
where  by  charters  fpecially  excluded)  as  his  Ma- 
jefty's  chancellor  within  his  Majefty's  kingdom 
of  England  hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  by 
delivery  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  —  And 
hence  it  is  that  all  the  like  rights  privileges  and 
powers,  follow  the  ufe  exercife  and  application 
of  the  Great  Seal  of  each  colony  and  plantation 
within  the  precindts  of  faid  jurifdidlion;  as  doth, 
and  ought  of  right  to  follow  the  ufe,  exercife, 
and  application  of  the  Great  Seal. 

Hence  alfo  it  is  that  appeals  in  Real  aSlions, 
*  whereby  the  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
€  ments  of  Britifli  fubjedts  may  be  drawn  into 
€  queftion  and  difpofed  of  $;  do  not  lie,  as  of 
right  and  by  law  they  ought  not  to  lie,  to  the 
King  in  council. 

Hence  alfo  it  is  that  there  is  not  any  law  now  in 
being,  whereby  tbefubjeEl  within  faid  colonies  and 
plantations  can  be  removed  *from  the  jurifdiSlion 

to 


\  16th  Car.  I.  c.  10. 
*  The  cafe  of  the  court  erected  by  Ad  of  Parliament  1 1  and  12th 
of  William  III.  c.  7.  (fince  the  enacting  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act)  for 
the  trial  of  piracies  felonies  and  robberies  committed  in  or  upon  the 
fea,  or  in  any  haven  river  creek  or  place  ivbere  the  Admiral  bos 
jurifdiSiiony  does  no  way  affect  this  poiition  :  Nor  doth  the  14  §.  of 
the  faid  flatute  directing  that  the  commiffioners,  of  whom  fuch  court 
confifts,  may  iflue  their  warrant  for  apprehending  fuch  pirates  &c. 
in  order  to  their  being  tried  in  the  colonies,  ovfent  into  England  1 
any  way  militate  with  the  doctrine  here  laid  down :  nor  can  it  be 
applied  as  the  ca/e  of  a  juri/didion  aclually  exifting,  which  fuperfedes 
the  jurifdictions  of  the  courts  in  the  colonies  and  plantations  ;  and 
as  what  authorifes  the  taking  the  accufed  of  fuch  piracies  &c.  from 
tbofejurifditfions,  and  the  fending  fuchyi  taken  to  England  for  trial. 

—It 
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to  which  be  is  amenable  in  all  his  rights,  and  through 
which  his  fervice  and  allegiance  mull  be  derived 
to  the  crown,  and  from  which  no  appeal  lies  ia 
criminal  caufes ;  Co  as  that  fuch  fubjedt  may  be- 
come amenable  to  a  jurifdi&ion  foreign  to  his 
natural  and  legal  reliancy ;  tp  which  he  may  be 
thereby  tranfported,  and  under  which  he  may  be 
brought  to  trial  and  receive  judgment,  contrary 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  fubjed:  as  de- 
clared by  the  fpirit  and  intent  and  efpecially  by 
the  1 6th  §.  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A<ft. — And  t£ 
the  perfon  of  any  fubjedt  within  the  faid  colonies 
and  plantations  fiould  be  feized  or  detained  by 
any  power  ifluing  from  any  court,  without  the 
jurifdidtion  of  the  colony  where  he  then  had  his 
legal  reliancy ;  it  would  become  the  duty  of  the 
courts  of  juftice  within  fuch  colony  (it  is  un- 


—It  cannot  be  applied  as  a  cafe  fimilar  and  in  point  to  the  applica- 
tion of  an  Alt  of  Parliament  (pafled  in  the  35th  of  Hen.  VIII.  con- 
cerning the  trial  of  treafons,J  lately  recommended  in  order  to  the 
lending  perfons  accafed  of  committing  ciimes  in  the  plantations,  to 
England  for  trial :  Becaufe  this  Ad  of  the  1  ith  &  1 2th  of  William, 
c.  7.  refpetts  crimes  committed  in  places,  *'  Where  the  Admiral  has 
*'  jurifdiBion"  and  Cafes  to  which  the  jurifdi&ion  of  thofe  provincial 
Courts  do  not  extend.  In  the  cafe  oftreafons  committed  within  the  jit- 
rifdiclion  of  the  colonies  and  plantations  ;  there  are  courts  competent 
to  try  fuch  crimes  and  to  give  judgment  thereupon,  where  the  trials 
of  fuch  are  regulated  by  laws  to  which  the  King  hath  given  his  con- 
fent :  From  which  there  lies  no  appeal,  and  wherein  the  King  hath 
given  power  and  inftru&ion  to  his  Governor  as  to  execution  or 
refpite  of  judgment.  The  faid  Adt  of  Hen.  VIII.  which  provides 
remedy  for  a  cafe  which  fuppofes  the  want  of  due  legal  janfdiftion 
cannot  be  any  way,  or  by  any  rule,  applied  to  a  cafe  where  there  is 
due  legal  and  competent  jurifdi&ion. 

doubtedly 
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doubtedly  of  their  jurifdidtion  fo  to  do)  to  iflu* 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  %. 

Hence  alfo  it  is,  that  in  like  manner  as  €  the 
€  command  and  difpojition  of  the  militia,  and  of  all 
*  forces  byfea  and  land,  and  of  all  forts  and  places 
'•  of  ftrengthj  is,  and  by  the  laws  of.  England 
1  ever  was,  the  undoubted  right  of  his  Majefty, 
'  and  his  royal  predeceflbrs  Kings  and  Queens 
€  of  England,  within  all  his  Majefty's  realms 
c  and  dominions  •f';'  in  like  manner  as  the  fu- 
preme  military  power  and  command  (fo  far  as 
the  conftitution  knows  of  and  will  juftify  its 
eftablifhment)  is  infeparably  annexed  to,  and 
forms  an  eflential  part  of,  the  office  of  fupreme 
civil  magiftrate,  the  office  of  King :  In  like  man-^ 
ner,  in  all  governments  under  the  King,  where 
the  conftituents  are  Britifh  fubjedts  and  of  full 
and  perfedt  right  entitled  to  the  Britifh  laws  and 
conftitution,    the    fupreme    military   command 

X  [The]  referring  to  an  old  Aft  made  for  the  trial  of  treafons  com- 
mitted out  of  the  realm,  by  fuch  perfbns  as  had  no  legal  refiancy  but 
within  the  realm,  and  who  were  of  the  realm ;  applying  the  purview 
of  that  ftatute  which  was  made  to  bring  fubje&s  ot  the  realm  who  had 
committed  treafon  out  of  the  realm  (where  there  was  no  criminal ju- 
rifdiSton  to  <whicb  they  could  be  amenable)  to  trial  within  the  realm, 
under  that  criminal  jurifdi&ion  to  which  alone  by  their  legal  refiancy 
and  allegiance  they  were  amenable ;  applying  this  to  the  cafe  of 
fubjects  whofe  legal  refiancy  is  without  the  realm,  -  and  who  are  by 
that  refiancy  and  their  allegiance  amenable  to  a  jurifdidtion  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  try  and  give  judgment  upon  all  capital  of-* 
fences  whatsoever  without  appeal ;  thus  applying  this  ftatute  fo  as  to 
take  up  a  proceeding,  for  which  there  is  no  legal  procefs  either  by 
common  or  ftatute  law  as  now  eftablifhed,  but  in  defiance  of  which 
there  is  a  legal  procefs  eftablifhed  by  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&  y 
Would  be,  to  disfranchife  the  fubjeft  in  America  of  thofe  rights  and 
liberties  which  by  ftatute  and  common  law  he  is  now  intitled  to* 

f  13th  and  14th  Car.  II,  c.  2. 

4  A  withim 
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within  the  precin&s  of  flich  jurifdi&iqns,  muflr 
be  inseparably  annexed  to  the  office  of  fupremfc 
civil  magiftrate,  (his  Majefty's  Regent,  Vice- 
gerent, Lieutenant,  or  Locum  Tenens,  in  what 
form  foever  eftabliftied ;)  fo  that  the  King  cannot 
by  any  J  commiffiori  of  regency,  by  any  com- 
miflion  or  charter  of  government,  feparate  ot 
withdraw  the  fupreme  command  of  the  military 
from  theoffice  of  fupreme  civil  magiftrate;— -eithet 
by  refer ving  this  command  in  his  own  hand?,  to 
be  exercifed  and  executed  independent  of  the  civil 
power;  or  by  granting  a  diftinft  commiffion  » 
any  military  commander  in  chief,  fo  to  be  exer«* 
€ifed  and  executed ;  but  more  efpecially  not  within 
fuch  jurifdidions  where  fuch  fupreme  military 
power  (fo  far  as  the  conftitution  knows  and  will 
juftify  the  fame)  is  already  annexed  ahd  granted 
to  the  office  of  fupreme  civil  magiftrate. — And 
hence  it  is  that  the  King  cannot  eredt  or  eftabliih 
any  law  martial  or  military  command,  by  any 
commiffion  which  may  fuperfede  and  not  be  fub-i 
je£t  to  the  fupreme  civil  magiftrate,  within  the 

\  If  the  King  was  to  abfetit  himfelf  for  a  time  from  the  realm* 
and  did  as  tribal  leave  a  regency  in  hit  place,  (his  locum  tenens  as 
fupreme  civil  magiftrate ;)  Could  he  authorize  and  commiffion  any- 
military  commander  in  chief,  to  command  the  militia  forts  and 
forces,  independent  of  fuch  regency  ?  Could  he  do*  this  in  Ireland  ? 
Could  he  do  this  in  the  colonies  and  plantations,  where  the  Governor 
is  already,  by  commiffion  or  charter  or  both  under  the  Great  Seal* 
military  commander  in  chief;  as  part  of  (and  infeparably  annexed 
to)  the  office  of  fupreme  civil  magiftrate,  his  Majefty's  locum  tenens 
within  (aid  jurifdiaions  ?  If  he  could ;  then  while  openly,  by 
patent  according  to  law,  he  appeared  to  eftablifh  a  free  Bridih  con- 
stitution, he  might  by  a  fallacy  eftaMifr  a  military  power  and  go- 
vernment*. 

relgcdtive; 
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refpe&ive  precin&s  of  the  civil  jurifdidtions  of 
faid  colonies  and  plantations/  otherwife  than  in 
fuch  manner  as  the  faid  law  martial  and  military 
commiflions  are  annexed  or  fubjedt  to  the  fupreme 
civil  jurifdidtion  within  his  Majefty's  realms  and 
dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  And 
hence  it  is  that  the  eftablifliment  and  exercife  of 
fuch  commands  and  commiflions  would  be  ille- 

gait- 

Rem.  The  King  has  the  command  of  all  military  force  in  his  domi- 
nions :  Bat  in  every  diftinft  ftate  of  his  dominions  there  fhould  be 
die  content  of  the  parliament  pr  aflernbly,  (the  reprefentative  body) 
to  the  raifing  and  keeping  up  fuch  military  force.  — He  cannot  even 
wife  troops  and.  quarter  them  in  another,  without  the  confent  of 
that  other.  He  cannot  of  right  bring  troops  raifed  in  Ireland  and 
quarter  them  in  Britain,  but  with  the  confent  of  the  parliament  of 
Britain  :  Nor  cany  to  Ireland  and  quarter  there,  foldiers  raifed  in 
Britain,  without  the  confent  of  the  Irifli  parliament ;  unlefs.in  time 
of  war  and  cafes  of  extreme  exigency  .r-Jn  175  6.  when  the  Speaker 
went  up  to  prefent  the  money-bills,  he  faid  among  other  things, 
that  ', England  was  capable  of  fighting  her  own  battles  anddefend- 
«  jngherlelf;  And  although  ever. attached  to yoiwMsyefy's  perfon, 

*  ever  ^teafe  under  your  juft  governnient;  They  cannot  forbear 

*  -taking  notice  of  feme  circumstances  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 

*  afiairs,  which  nothing  but /the  confidence  in  your  juftice,  coulrl 

*  hinder  from  alarming  their  inoft  ferious  apprehenfions*     Subiidiea 

*  to  foreign  princes,  when  already  burtheried  with  a  debt  fcarcetobe 

*  .borne,  cannot  but  bQ&vomly  felt.  Jin  army  ^poaeign  troop*, 

*  a  .thing  unprecedented*   unheard  rf9  unknown*  BAOUftHT   iN/rp 

*  England';  cannot  but  alarm*  &c.  &c.'    (See  the  Speech.) 
/N.  -B.  Thefe  Foreign  troops -were  part  of  the  King'*  fubje£b, 

Hanoverians, >. and  aliin^i/ic^vice;  viftich  the.£u8&thin£  ;»**£,£• 

1  ■  .'i  .■— —  ■  ft:.        ~ 

-1  ;[Gqicr^ooP.  accjjmpaniedthh  paper  fciOr.F.  with  a  fort  of  prophetic  mmttk. 

After  dating  that  thefe  theorems,  and  their  application  to  exifting  cafes,  were  in-» 

tended  to,  remedy  the  prejudice  indigefH  on  indccifion  and  errors  thenprcyailiAg  cither 

in-opiaiotM  or  conduct  $  he  adds  *  The  rery  attention  to  thejnieitjjgation  may  le%i 

*  fio  \ht&kQutTjaffm*tnttbinfj^btgtbtmboU&rhfo  little,  thought 
* <?f  aadfearce  c*eafefpt.&d  \  and,  which  perhaps  it  woottntt  btaraaW  at  das 
'•time  to.marJc  aadpomt.oat/^The  mi^iftar  howercr  ,jo<tod  the  Jtfcttfimtf 
Ttntotus  rights over  growing  .ftates,  a*- better  policy,  than  poflgpan  difwttiqn  ,a/nd 
JUtacsjtm  rttrntdci?lttan,  aid  loft  an  empire.    Ej 
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[A:  D.T.]    tfo  be  inferted after  p.  232,  or  p.  302^ 

London,  Nov.  28,  1768. 
Dear  S 1  r  *r 

1  Received  your  obliging  favour  of  the  1 2th  in- 
ftant.  Your  fentiments  of  the  importance  of 
the  prefent  diipute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies,  appear  to  me  extremely  juft.  There 
is  nothing  I  wifh  for  more  than  to  fee  it  amicably 
and  equitably  fettled. — But  Providence  will  bring 
about  its  own  ends  by  its  own  means  3  and  if  it 
intends  the  downfal  of  a  nation,  that  nation  will 
be  lb  blinded  by  its  pride,  and  other  paffions,  a$ 
not  to  fee  its  danger,  or  bow  its  fall  may  be  pre- 
sented. 

Being  born  and  bred  in  one  of  the  countries, 
and  having  lived  long  and  made  many  agreeable 
connexions  of  friendship  in  the  other,  I  wifh  all 
profperity  to  both :  but  I  have  talked,  and  writ- 
ten fo  much  and  fo  long  on  the  fubjeft,  that  my 
acquaintance  are  weary  of  hearing,  and  the  public 
of  reading  anymore  of  it;  which  begins  to  make 
me  weary  of  talking  and  writing :  especially  as  I 
do  not  find  that  I  have  gained  any  point,  in  either 
country ;  except  that  of  rendering  myfelf  fuf- 
pe<fted>  by  my  impartiality  $  in  England,  of  be- 

#  [I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  what  is  the  publication  promifed  in  this 
letter ;  unlefs  probably  it  alludes  to  the  one  given  above  at  p.  232  ; 
in  which  cafe  there  is  a  miftake  in  the  date  of  the  jwm\— — When 
this  work  is  translated  or  reprinted,  this  letter  muft  either  precede 
the  piece  in  queftion,  or  follow  the  Examination  before  the  Houfe 
«£  Commons,  at  p.  302.  £.] 
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ing  too  much  an  American,  and  in  America  of 
being  too  much  an  Englishman.  Your  opinion 
however  weighs  with  me,  and  encourages  me  to 
try  one  effort  more,  in  a  full,  though  concifc 
ftate  of  fadts,  accompanied  with  arguments  drawn 
from  thofe  fadls;  to  be  published  about  the  meet* 
ing  6f  parliament,  after  the  holidays. 
•  If  any  good  may  be  done  I  jhall  rejoice  j  but 
at  prefent  I  almoft  defpair. 

Have  you  ever  feen  the  barometer  fo  low  as  of 
late  ?  The  zzd  inftant  mine  was  at  28*  41,  and 
yet  the  weather  fine  and  fair. 

With  liacere  efteem*  I  am»  Dear  Friend, 

Yours  affe&ionalely* 

B.  Franklin^ 

1  '    "    *  '  '7     r  • 
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[A:  D.  T.]    2*  come  m  after  p.  356. 

Philadelphia,  May  i6f  1775% 
Dear  Frjend  *, 

YOU  will  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you, 
of  a  march  ftolen  by  the  regulars  into  the 
country  by  night,  and  of  their  expedition  bqck 
again.     They  retreated  20  miles  in  [6]  hours. 

The  Governor  had  called  the  Afiemhly  to  pro- 
pose Lord  North's  pacific  plan ;  hut  before  the 
time  of  their  meeting,  began  cutting  of  throats  $ 
—You  know  it  was  faid  he  carried  4he  fword  in 
one  hand>  and  the  olive  branch  in  the  other ;  and 
it  feeme  he  chofe  to  give  them  a  tafte  of  the  fword 
firft. 

He  is  doubling  his  fortifications  at  Bofton,  and 
hopes  to  fecure  his  troops  till  fuccour  arrives. 
The  place  indeed  is  naturally  fo  defenfible,  that  I 
think  them  in  no  danger. 

All  America  is  exafperated  by  his  conduct,  and 
more  firmly  united  than  ever.  The  breach  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  grown  wider,  and  in 
danger  of  becoming  irreparable. 

I  had  a  paflage  of  fix  weeks ;  the  weather  con- 
ftantly  fo  moderate  that  a  London  wherry  might 

•  [I  run  much  rifque  in  the  publication  of  the  three  following 
letters ;  but  I  think  they  contain  fuch  valuable  fafts,  and  mew  to 
well  the  nature  of  Dr.  Franklin's  temper,  that  I  ought  to  encounter 
feme  difficulty  rather  than  fuffer  them  to  be  loft*    £•] 

have 
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have  accompanied  us  all  the  way.  I  got  home  in 
the  evening,  and  the  nejwt  lu^miug  y»w  uiiani- 
moufly  chofen  by  the  Affembly  a  delegate  to  the 
Congrefs,  now  fitting.  > 

t  In  coming  over 'I  made  a  valuable  philofo- 
phical  difcovery,  which  I  (hall  communicate  to 
you,  when  I  can  get  a  little  time.  At  prefent 
am  extremely  hurried*    *    *    *    * 


Yours  moil  afie&onatelyi* 


[A;  D.T-1 
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]A.  D.  T.J     ITo  come  in  after  p.  364* 

Philadelphia,  7th  J«^,  ^77  5. 
,  Dear  Friend  J, 

***** 

The  Congrefs  met  at  a  time  when  all  minds 
were  fo  exafperated  by  the  perfidy  of  General  Gage, 
and  his  attack  on  the  country  people,  that  propo- 
fitions  of  attempting  an  accommodation  were  not 
much  reliflied ;  and  it  has  been  with  difficulty 
that  we  have  carried  another  humble  petition  to 
the  crown,  to  give  Britain  one  more  chance,  one 
opportunity  more  of  recovering  the  friendship  of 
the  colonies ;  which  however  I  think  fhe  has  not 
fenfe  enough  to  embrace,  and  fo  I  conclude  fhe 
has  loft  them  for  ever. 

She  has  begun  to  burn  our  feaport  towns ;  fe- 
cure,  I  fuppofe,  that  we  fhall  never  be  able  to 
return  the  outrage  in  kind.  She  may  doubtlefs 
deftroy  them  all ;  but  if  (he  wifhes  to  recover  our 
commerce,  are  thefe  the  probable  means  ?  She 
mud  certainly  be  diftradted;  for  no  tradefman 
out  of  Bedlam  ever  thought  of  encreafing  the 
number  of  his  cuftomers  by  knocking  them  [on] 
the  head ;  or  of  enabling  tnem  to  pay  their  debts 
by  burning  their  houfes. 

If  fhe  wifhes  to  have  us  fubje&s  and  that  we 
fliould  fubmit  to  her  as  our  compound  fovereign, 

J  [Sec  thQ  note  to  the  foregoing  letter.    £.] 

fhe 
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!he  is  now  giving  us  fuch  miferable  fpecimens  of 
her  government,  that  we  fhall  ever  deteft  and 
avoid  it,  as  a  complication  of  robbery,  murdert 
famine,  fire  and  peftilence.  v 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you, 
of  the  treacherous  conduit  * .  *  *  to  thp 
remaining  people  in  Bofton*  in  detaining  their 
goods y  after  ftipulating  to  let  them  go  out  with 
their  effects ;  on  pretence  that  merchants  gooda 
were  not  effedts ; — the  defeat  of  a  great  body  *>f 
his  troops  by  the  country  people  at  Lexington ; 
fome  other  {mail  advantages  gained  in  fkirmifhes 
with  tfieir  troops ;  and  the  aftion  at  Bunker's-hilJ, 
in  which  they  were  twice  repulfed,  and  the  third 
time  gained  a  dear  viftory.  Enough  has  hap* 
pened,  one  would  think,  to  convince  your  mip 
nifters  that  the  Americans  will  fight,  and  that 
this  is  a  harder  nut  to  crack  than  they  imagined. 

We  have  not  yet  applied  to  any  foreign  power 
for  afliftance ;  nor  offered  our  commerce  for  their 
friendfhip.  Perhaps  we  never  may:  Yet  it  is 
natural  to  think  of  it  if  we  are  prefled. 

We  have  now  an  army  on  our  eftablifhment 
which  ftill  holds  yours  bcficged.  ? 

My  time  was  never  more  fully  employed.  In 
the  morning  at  6,  I  am  at  the  committee  of 
fafety,  appointed  by  the  aflembly  to  put  the  pro- 
vince in  a  flate  of  defence;  which  committee 
holds  till  near  9,  when  I  am  at  the  congrefs, 
and  that  fits  till  after  4  in  the  afternoon.  Both 
thefe  bodies  proceed  with  the  greateft  unanimity, 
and  their  meetings  are  well  attended.    It  will 
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fcarce  be  credited  in  Britain  that  men  can  be  at 
diligent  with  us  from  zeal  for  the  public  good, 
as  with  you  for  thoufands  per  annum. — Such  is 
the  difference  between  uncorrupted  new  ftates, 
and  corrupted  old  ones. 

*  Great  frugality  and  great  induftry  are  now  be- 
come fashionable  here  :  Gentlemen  who  ufed  to- 
entertain  with  two  or  three  courfes,  pride  them* 
fclves  now  in  treating  with  fimple  beef  and  pud- 
ding. By  thefc  means,  and  the  ftoppage  of  our 
confumptive  trade  with  Britain,  we  {hall  be  better 
able  to  pay  our  voluntary  taxes  for  the.fupport  of 
our  troops.  Our  favings  in  the  article  of  trade 
amount  to  near  five  million  fterling  per  annum. 

I  fhall  communicate  your  letter  to  Mr.  Win- 
throp,  but  the  camp  is  at  Cambridge,  and  he  has 
as  little  leifure  for  philofophy  as  myfelf.  *  *  * 
Believe  me  ever,  with  iincere  efteem,  my  dear 
friend, 

Yours  moft  affedtionately  +. 


X  [The  two  preceding  letters  are  to  the  fameperfbn ;  the  follow* 
i^onewtoadifiiexemcorrefpondem,    E.J 
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r" wo  come  in  after  p. 366. 

,f  Philadelphia,  0&.  3,  1775  $. 

;.VJT  Wifli  as.  ardefttly  as  you  can  do  for  peace,  and 

;:•  «*    f^nld  Tgcwee  exceedingly  in   co-operating 

Cy  yfith you  tto  idw&d.    But  every  (hip  from  Britain 

araf;brin^/-fi>^:'ik4dligence  of  new  meafures  that 

/  Vtend  more  aiii  -more  to  exafperate ;  and  it  feem's 

to  me  that  imtil  you  have  found  by  dear  expe- 

|  rience?thfc;  reducing  qs  by  force  impracticable, 

you  will  think  of nothing  fair  and  reafonable.— 

•':'-;^Wc.  have  as  yet  refblved  only  on  defenfive  mea- 

iures.     If  ycm.  would  recall  your  forces  and  ftay 

{at  home,  we; ^  .'fliovJd  i  meditate  nothing  to  injure 

: ;  Vou.     A:  little  ti<0e^To  given  for  cooling  on  both 

V&  But  you  will 

:7  goad  and  provoke  tfe*.'  'i-  You  defpife  us  too  much  ; 

arid  you  are  infenfible  of  the  Italian  adage,  that 

there  is  no  little  ene/nyir—1  am  perfuaded  the  body 

of  the  Britiih ; pgQple/are  our  friends;  but  they 

are  changeable,  land. by  your  lying  Gazettes  may 

foon  be  made  oijr.e^emies.     Our  refpedt  for  them 

will  proportionally '  OTtiainifh  ;    and  I  fee  clearly 

we  &re  on  the  high,  toad  to  mutual  enmity,  hatred, 

...  and  deteftation.  A  fep&ration  will  of  courfe  be  in- 

..  fvitable. — Tis  a  million  of  pities  fo  fair  a  plan 

•   .      ♦  %  X$oe  the  »ote  to  p.  550.    E.J 
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as  we  have  hitherto  been  engaged  in  for  increafing 
ftrength  and  empire  with  public  felicity  >  fhould  be 
deftroyed  by  the  mangling  hands  of  a  few  blunder- 
ing minifters.  It  will  not  be  deftroyed :  God 
will  proted:  and  profper  it:  You  will  only  exclude 
yburfcives  from  any  fhare  in  it. — We  hear  that 
more  fhips  and  troops  are  coming  out.  We  know 
you  may  do  us  a  great  deal  of  mifchief,  but  we 
are  determined  to  bear  it  patiently  as  long  as  we 
can;  but  if  you  flatter  yourfelves  with  beating  us 
into  fubmiflion,  you  know  neither  the  people  nor 
the  country. 

The  congrefs  is  ftill  fitting,  and  will  wait  the 
refult  of  their  laji  petition. 
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/t  Gricuhure,  takes  place  of  manufactures  until  a  country  is  fully' 

■"     cultivated,  3,  165. 

Air9  humid,  the  circulation  of,  how  produced,  51.1- 

Albany  plan  of  union.    Sec  Union* 

Alphabet  >  fcheme  for  reforming,  467.  Table  of,  470.  Specimen* 
written  in  the  propofed  characters,  47 1 .  Correfpondencc  with  a. 
Lady  in  confidering  the  merits  of  it,  472. 

America,  the  population  of,  not  to  be  judged  of,  according  to  the 
principles  applicable  to  Europe,  1  •  Marriages,  why  more  frequent 
there  than  in  Europe,  3.  Why  labour  will  long  continue  dear 
there,  ibid.  Argument  againft  an  union  of  the  Britiih  colonies 
under  one  government,  2 1 .  State  of  toleration  there,.  76.  Re- 
flections on  the  fcheme  of  impefing  taxes  on  the  colonies  without 
their  confent,  120.  Thoughts  on  American  reprefentation  in  the 
Britiih  parliament,  129.  Forts  in  the  back  fettlements,  no  fe-  * 
curity  againft  France  &c.  while  in  pofleffion  of  Canada,  155. 
The  wars  carried  on  there  againft  the  French  not  merely  in  the 
cauie  of  the  colonies,  162.  Preference  of  North  America  over 
the  Weft  Indian  colonies  dated,  171.  Their  great  navigable  rivers? 
favourable  to  inland  trade,  1 76.  What  commodities  the  inland' 
parts  of,  are  fitted  to  produce,  177.  The  productions  of,  do  not 
interfere  with  thofe  of  Britain,  182.  Comparative  eftimate  of 
Englifh  exports  to,  and  to  the  Weft  India  lilands,  1 86.  Ob- 
llru&ions  to  an  union  of  the  different  colonies,  in.  a  revolt  againft 
Britain ,  191.  Reafons  given  for  reftraining  the  emiffion  of  paper- 
bills  of  credit  there,  206.  Remarks  on  thefe  reafons,  207.  Thee 
intended  fcheme  of  a  Bank  there  defcribed,  2 18. 

Armies  %  the  means  of  fupporting  them  pointed  out,  20* 

AtMofpbere*  remarks  on  the  height  and  denfity  of,  5 15.  On  the  cir- 
culation of,  511* 

Amrorm  Borealis*  conje&ures  toward  forming  an  hypothecs  for  the 
explanation  of,  504.  And  electric  fluid,  identity  of*  510.  By 
what  ftages  the  fluid  rifes,  514.  Its  motion  in  vacuo,  516.  The 
ftafons  the  aurora  moil  ufually  appear  in*  517.  Arc  and  parallel 
rays  of,  518.  Queries  relating  to*  519.  Farther  hints  relating^ 
to,  by  Dr.  Franklin,  521*  Another  caulc  of,  conjetturcd*  527* 
M»  MauM*!  remarks  upon,  529. 

B,   Baxter* 
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Baxter ,  Mr.  remarks  on  his  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  human 
foul,  479. 

SiUs  of  Mortality,  reafonings  formed  on  thofe  for  populous  cities, 
not  applicable  to  the  country,  1. 

Bijbops,  the  introduction  of,  in  America,  by  whom,  and  why  dis- 
liked, 78. 

Body,  political  and  human,  compared,  172. 

Bofton,  preface  to  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  town  meeting 
of,   323. 

Bullion,  the  caufes  of  its  variations  in  price,  217. 

C. 

Canada,  its  importance  to  this  country  compared  with  that  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  148.  The  confequences  of  leaving  it  in  the  pofleffion 
of  France,  Hated,  154.  Has  always  checked  the  growth  of  our 
colonies,  165.  The  rivers  and  lakes  in,  favourable  to  trade, 
177.  Is  eafily  to  be  peopled,  without  draining  Great  Britain  of 
inhabitants,  200. 

Carriage,  inland,  no  obftru&on  to  trade,  174.    Inftances,  175. 

China,  precaution  ufed  there  againft  famine,  42. 

Clark,  Dr.  of  Borton,  his  account  of  the  French  method  of  insti- 
gating the  North  American  Indians  againft  the  Englifh,  150,  note* 

Clouds,  the  heights  of,  fuggefted,  with  conjectures,  522. 

Club  at  Philadelphia,  rules  for,  533. 

Colonies,  American,  their  former  accnftomed  mode  of  granting  aids 
to  government,  231.  Prevailing  popular  opinions  ought  to  be 
regarded  in  fovereignty,  232.  That  money  could  not  be  levied 
on  the  coloniits  but  by  their  own  confent,  an  univerfal  opinion, 
233.  The  ftamp»ac~t  an  unwife  meafure,  234.  Its  repeal  highly 
acceptable,  235.  New  duties  impofed  on  them,  for  the  payment 
of  crown  officers  there,  236.  Sentiments  of  the  coloniits  on  the 
act  for  abolifhing  the  legislature  of  New  York,  239.  The  im- 
portation of  Britifti  felons  among  them,  highly  difagreeabk,  242. 
Thoughts  on  a  union  of,  with  Great  Britain,  246.  Governor 
Pownal's  thoughts  on  an  equal  communication  of  Britifti  rights  to 
America,  252.  Reply  to,  254.  Dr.  Franklin's  examination 
before  die  houfe  of  commons  on  American  taxation,  255.  Ex- 
ternal and  internal  taxation  diftinguiftied,  27c.  The  acts  of  the 
aflemblies  and  proceedings  of  the  mobs,  not  to  be  confounded, 
285.  The  laft  war  not  undertaken  merely  for  their  defence,  z$8. 
Troops  from  Britain  not  neceifary  to  defend  the  inhabitants  againft 
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the  Indians/  290.  Mr.  Strahan'*  queries  relating  to  the  discontents 
there,  302.  Replies  to,  305.  The  duty  on  tea  how  conlidered 
there,  306.  General  review  of  the  difputes  with,  323.  Circuxn- 
ftances  of  their  Jfcft  eftablilhment  ftated,  35  9;  Intended  offer  of, 
363.  The  ground  of  credit  of,  compared  with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  376.  Governor  PownaKs  Hate  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
colonies  ;  with  remarks  by  Dr.  Franklin,  537.  Corollaries  from 
the  foregoing  principles,  541.  The  courts  eftablifhed  there,  aa. 
ample  in  their  jurifdi&ion  and  powers,  as  thofe  in  England,  542. 
Colony  fubje&s  cannot  be  removed  from  their  own  courts  to  foreign, 
jurifdi&ions,  543.  They  are  in  fuch  cafes  intitled.  to  the  writ 
of  Habeas  corpus,  544* 

Colonies,  weftern,  plan  for  fettling  two  in  North  America,.  133,. 
Advantages  of,  136. 

Colony  governments,  eflablifhment  of,  and  diflindion  among,  358,, 
387,  note.  ^ 

Commerce*  its  influence  on  the  manners  of  a  people,  20*  Fair  and 
upon  equal  terms,  dated,  45.  Is  beft  encouraged  by  Being  left 
free,  52.  Should  not  be  prohibited  in  time  of  war,  54/  The 
profits  of,  mutual,  55*    By  inland  carriage,  how  fupported,  174. 

Condu&ors,  pointed,  experiments  of  their  ntility  in  fee u ring  build* 
ings  from  lightning,  487-  Objections  considered,  495.  Occa- 
fion  of  the  difpute  on  the  preference  between  blunted  and  pointed 
conductors,  &c.  4999  note. 

Congre/s,  American,  intended  vindication  and  offer  of,  to  parlia- 
ment, 357. 

Corn,  ill  policy  of  laying  reftraints  on  the  exportation  of,  50,  58. 
A  country  never  drained  of  corn  by  exportation,   51. 

Countries,  diftant  and  unprovided,  apian  for  benefiting,  37.  Scheme 
of  a  voyage  to  that  intent,.  40. 

Credit*  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  America,  compared,  376*  De- 
pends on  payment  of  loans,  377.  Induftry,  ibid.  Frugality* 
378.  Public  fpirit,  379.  Income  and  fecurity,  380.  ProipedU 
of  future  ability,  381.    Prudence,  ibid.    Character  for.  honefty* 

383. 

D. 

DalrympU,  Mr.  fcheme  of  a  voyage  to  benefit  remote  regions,  pro* 

pofed  to  be  undertaken  under  his  command,  40. 
Denny,  Governor,  remarks  on  his  official  conduct  in  Penfylvania,, 

426. 
Dickenfin,  Mr.  his  remarks  on  the  late  views  of  adminiftration  in 

framing  laws  over  the  colonies,  241.    Remarks  on  his  conduct, 

451*    On  his  groteft,  463, 

S.    Earth* 
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E. 


Earth,  fafts  (hewing  it  to  be  kept  thawed  only  by  the  agency  of 

the  fun,  C24. 
EleSric  fluid,  and  aurora  boreal  is  „   the  identity  of,  argued,  510. 

By  what  ftages  it  rifes,  514.    Its  motion  in  vacuo,  516. 
Emblematical  defign  illustrative  of  our  American  troubles,  defcribed, 

374,  note. 
Empire,  rules  for  reducing  a  great  one,  343. 
Employment,  the^  advantages  of  thofe  kinds  that  fill  up  occasional 

vacancies  of  time,  48. 
England,  the  decreafe  of  population  in,  doubtful,  16. 
Epjfeopalians,  conduit  of  the  American  legiflatures  toward  them,  77* 

F. 

Farmers,  remonftrance  in  behalf  of,  57. 

Felons,  the  tranfportation  of  to  America,  highly  difagreeable  to  the 
inhabitant.,  242. 

Flax,  amount  of  the  exportation  of,  from  America  to  Ireland,  283* 

Forfter,  Dr.  his  obfervations  on  the  aurora  auftralis,  513,  note. 

Fragments,  political,  48. 

France,  in  what  the  chief  force  of  that  kingdom  ooniifis,  19. 

Franklin,  Dr.  his  examination  before  theEnglifh  houfe  of  confmons, 
25  5 .  His  reply  to  Mr.  Strahan's  queries,  305 .  His  forefight  of 
events  that  have  fince  happened,  312.  His  examination  before 
the  privy  council,  335.  Avows  tranfmitting  the  colony  letters 
back  to  America,  339.  His  fumraary  account  of  the  firft  Englifh 
campaign  in  America,  365.  His  anfwer  to  Lord  Howe,  370. 
His  remarks  on  a  proteft  againft  his  appointment  as  agent  for 
Penfylvania,  403.  His  preface  to  Mr.  Galloway's  fpeech,  418. 
His  epitaph  on  mmfelf,  53 1 .  His  remarks  on  Governor  Pownal's 
Hate  of  the  conftitution  of  the  colonies,  537.  Letter  of  his,  al- 
luding to  fome  promifed  political  work,  548. 

French  encroachments  in  North  America,  difplay  of  the  mifchiefs 
of,  135. 

Frugality,  the  advantages  of,  29. 

G. 

Galloway,  Mr.  preface  to  his  ipeech  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Dickenfon, 

by  Dr.  Franklin,  418. 
Germany,  why  the  feveral  dates  of,  encourage  foreign  manufactures 

in  preference  to  thofe  of  each  other,  176,  note. 

Gold, 
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OtU  arid  fl!ver>  the  exportation  of,  ought  not  to  be  prohibited,  53. 

Greece,  ancient,  the  fuperiority  of,  over  Perfia,  accounted  for,  17. 

Greek  empire,  the  deitrudion  of,  difperfed  manufactures  over  Eu- 
rope,   181. 

Guadeloupe,  the  fmall  importance  of  to  this  country  compared  with 
that  ot  Canada,   1 48.    Its  value  to  Britain  over  rated,  20 1 . 

H. 

Hats,  the  manufacture  of,  attempted  in  North  America,  without  fuc-  ' 

cefs,  190. 
Honefty,  often  a  very  partial  principle  of  conduit,  64. 
Hopkins y  .Governor,  copy  of  his  report  of  the  number  of,  inhabijants 

on  Rhode  Ifland,  188,  note, 
Howe,  Lord,  his  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin,  367.     The  anfwer  to,  370. 
Hutcbinfon,  Governor,  caufeof  the  applications  for  his  removal,  329. 

Account  of  the  letters  of,  339. 

I. 

Idlene/s,  the  heavieft  tax  on    mankind,   25,  48.    Encouraged  by 

charity,  61. 
Indians  of  North  America,  how  feduced  to  the  French  intereft,  150. 

Their  method  of  going  to  war,  156.     Their  way  of  life,  222. 

A  lid  of  fighting  men  in  the  different  nations  of,  228. 
Indian  trade  and  affairs,  remarks  on  a  plan  for  the  future  manage- 

ment  of,  222.     Spiritaoas  liquors  the  great  inducement  to  Indian 

trr.de,  225.     Their  debts  mull    be  leit  to   honour,  226.     This 

trade  n^t  an  American  intereft,  289. 
Induftry,  cffenral  to  the  welfare  of  a  people,  48.     Relaxed  by  the 

cheapness  of  provifions,  52. 

L. 

Labour y  why  it  will  long  continue  dear  in  America,  3. 

Law,  the  courts  of,  in  the  colonies,  as  ample  in  their  powers  there,  . 

as  thofe  in  England,  542.     No  appeals  lie  from  them  in  real 

adtio.is,  to  the  King  in  council,  543. 
Lightning,  experiment,  of  the  utility  of  long  pointed  rods,  to/fecure 

buildings  from,  487.     Objections  confidcred,  495.       .  * 
Luxuries,  their  influence  on  population,  7. 

M. 

Mairan,  M.  his  remarks  on  the  aurora  borealis,  529. 
Manners*  their  influence  on  population,  13, 
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ManufaBure*,  the  advantages  of,  over  the  (ale  of  raw  material**  fa 
Are  with  great  difficulty  eftabUihcd  to  the  prejudice  of  thofe  who 
are  already  in  pofleffion  of  them,  1 79.  Arc  Jeid  >m  tranlplanted 
with  eafe  from  one  country  to  another,  except  disturbed  by  con- 
quest, &c.  180.    Inftance  ,  i8t« 

Manufa&urtrs*  the  pooreft  inhabitants  in  a  nation,  164.  Not  eafily 
tranfplanted  from  one  country  to  another,   1 80. 

Marriages,  where  the  greateft  number  of,  take  place,  i.  Why 
more  frequent  in  America  than  r.  Europe,  3,  170,  note. 

Maryland,  account  of  the  paper- bills  iflued  there,  219.  Its  condnft 
during  the  laft  war,  defended,  274. 

Majfacbufetts  Bay,  petition  from  the  representatives  of,  to  the  King, 
for  the  removal  of  Governor  Hutchinfon  and  other*,  331. 

Matter*  inquiry  into  the  fuppofed  vis  inertis  of,  479. 

Maxims,  prudential,  from  Poor  Richard's  Almanack,  24. 

Militia,  the  command  of,  in  the  colonies,  infeparabiy  annexed  to 
the  office  of  fupreme  civil  magiftrate,  545. 

Mufcbtobroek,  obfervations  on  his  table  of  appearances  of  the  aurora 
borealis,  517. 

N. 

New  England,  its  prosperity  owing  to  paper-credit,  208.  Cir- 
cumftances  which  rendered  the  reftri&ion  of  paper- currency  not 
injurious  there,  211.  Bills  there  that  carried  intereft,  219* 
The  abolition  of  paper-currency  there  dated,  274, 

New  Teri,  fentimentt  of  the  colonics  on  the  ad  for  abolifhing  the 
legULature  of,  299. 

P. 

Paper-credit,  cannot  be  circumfcribed  by  government,  56.  Ame« 
rican,  remarks  and  fads  lelative  to,  206.  Its  ufes  in  trade,  212* 
Caufes  of  its  depreciation  in  the  middle  colonies,  216.  Account 
of  the  Maryland  bills,  219,  New  England  bills,  ibid.  Bills  of 
credit  made  a  legal  tender,  the  bed  medium  of  trade  in  lieu  of 
money,   220. 

Parable  again  ft  perfeeution,  72. 

Patrioti/m,  the  fpirit  of,  catching,  145, 

Peaee,  the  victorious  party  may  infill  on  adequate  fecurities  in  the 
terms  of,  1 5  z. 

Penny  Governor,  remarks  on  his  adminiftration,  440. 

Pen/ylvania,  average  value  of  Englifh  exports  to,  in  different  years, 
'189,  note.  Its  profperity  owing  to  paper-credit,  208.  Rate  eff 
exchange  there,  262.  Annual  amount  of  provincial  taxes  there, 
280.    Report  of 'the  committee  of  grievances,  387.    Addrefs  to 
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the  freemen  of,  on  a  militia  bill  rejefted  by  the  proprietor's  de- 
puty, 396.  Remarks  on  a  petition  prepared  for  changing  the 
proprietary  into  a  royal  government,  418.  Pecuniary  bargains 
between  the  governors  and  aiTembly,  420.  Remarks  on  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  Governor  Penn,  440.  Remarks  on  the  counter 
pethioD,  453. 

Penfjlvania  Almanack*  prudential  maxims  from,  24. 

Perfeeutiou,  religious,  a  parable  again  ft,  72*  Comparative  ftate  of, 
in  Old  and  in  New  England,  79. 

Philadelphia,  rules  for  a  club  formerly  eftabliflied  there,  533. 

Poor,  the  many  provi lions  for  the  relief  of,  an  encouragement  to* 
idlenefs,  61.  Scheme  of  annuities  for  the  benefit  of,  63,  note.. 
Annual  ftate  of  the  poor's  rate,  65  ,  note.. 

Poor  Richard's  prudential  maxims,  24. 

Population,  reflections  on,  1.  Caufes  which,  diminifli  a  people,  5, 
Influence  of  manners  on,  13.  How  the  inhabitants  of  a  country- 
fubfift  in  the  different  degrees  and  ftages  ofx  165,  Rate  of  its 
increafe  in  America,  265. 

Pofitions  [concerning  national  wealth]  to  be  examined*  44. 

Poftage,  the  rates  or,  no  tax,  but  payment  for.  fervice  done,  278* 
State  of,  in  America,  293. 

Ponvnal,  Governor,  his  fcheme  for  a  barrier  colony  in  America,  133, 
note.  His  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin  on  an  equal  communication  of 
Britifh  rights  to  America,  252,  notes  on,  zz±»  His  ftate  of  the 
cotiftitution  of  the  colonies  ;  with  Dr.  Franklin's  remarks,  537. 

Protefis,  improperly  introduced  into  the  aiTembly  of  PenfylvanJa* 

4°3»  463- 
Prwifions,  the  cheapnefs  of,  encourages  idlenefs,  52. 
Prujfian  edift,  315. 

Quakers,  perfecuted  at  their  firft  arrival  in  America*  76,  not*. 
Quebec  %  remarks  an  the  late  enlargement  of  the  pittance  otv  ic6> 
nott*. 

R.. 

Repnfentatioup  American,  in  die  Britifh  parliament,  thoughts  on, 
129. 

Rhode  Ifland,  the  firft  purchafe  of  it  from  the  Indians*,  how  made* 
107,  note.  Governor  Hopkins's  report  of  the  number  of  inhabit 
tants  on,   188,  note. 

Home,  caufes  of  its  decline  inquired  into,  18*  The  political  go- 
vernment of  iu  provinces,  196. 
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Salaries  of  crown  officers  in  America,  fentiments  of  the  colonics  on 
the  duties  laid  on  them  for  the  payment  of,  236. 

Servants  in  England,  the  moft  barren  clafs  of  the  people,  15. 

Shirley,  Governor,  letters  to,  on  the  fubject  of  impofing  taxes  on. 
the  colonies  without  their  confent,  120.  On  American  reprefen- 
tation  in  the  Bri tifl  1  parliament,   129. 

Smuggling,  ieldom  eilcemcd  a  breach  of  honefty,  66.  The  enormity 
of,  ftated,  67. 

'Spain,  why  thin  of  inhabitants,  9. 

Stamp  ail  over  the  colonies,  an  unwife  meafure,  234,  Its  repeal 
highly  acceptable  to  the  colouifls,  235.  Thoughts  on  this  fubjec\ 
before  the  repeal,  246.     Dr.  Franklin's  examination  on,  257. 

Strahan,  Mr.  his  queries  to  Dr.  Franklin,  302.  The  Dodor's  re- 
plies to  them,  305. 

Sun,  the  earth  kept  from  freezing  by  the  a&ion  of,  524. 

T: 

Tariffs,  not  eafily  fettled  in  Indian  trade,  224. 

Taxation,  American,  letters  to  Gov.  Shirley  on,  120.  Dr.  Franklin's, 
examination  on,  255.     Internal  and  external  diftinguifhed,  270. 

Tea,  the  duty  on  in  America,  how  confidered  there,  306. 

Thomas^  Governor,  his  mode  of  trafficking  with  the  aflembly  of 
Penfylvania,  420. 

Time,  occafional  fragments  of,  how  to  be  collected,  48* 

Toleration  in  Old  and  New  England  compared,  74. 

Trade,  inland  carriage  no  obftnittion  to,  1 74.  The  great  navi- 
gable rivers  in  America,  favourable  to,  176.  View  of  the  inland 
trade  of  Germany  and  Ruffia,  177.  Trade,  an  equivalent  for 
commodities  not  always  neceflary  in,  212.  Bills  of  credit  made 
legal  tender,  on  good  fecurity,  the  bell  medium  of,  in  lieu  o£ 
money,  220.     Will  make  its  own  rates,  225. 

Tran/portation  of  felons  to  America,  highly  difegreeable  to  the  in«* 
habitants  there,  242. 

V.. 

Vacuum,  natural,  qualified  fenfe  of  the  expreffion,  516*     Motion  of 

the  electric  fluid  in,,  ibid. 
Union  of  the  American  colonies,  reafons  and  motives  on  which  the 

plan  of,  wa*  formed,  86.     Reafons  again  ft  partial  unions,  Sp. 

Plan  cfapropofed  union,  91.    Members  of  the  grand  council* 

how 
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how  proportioned  among  the  reipe&ive  colonics,  97.  Place  of 
firft  meeting,  98.  Election  of  members,  99.  Proportion  of 
members  after  the  firft  three  years,  ibid.  Meetings  of  the  grand 
council,  101.  Allowance  to  members,  103.  Aflcnt  of  the  pre- 
sident general,  and  his  duty,  ibid.  Treaties  of  peace  and  war, 
104.  Indian  trade  and  purchafes,  105.  New  fettlements,  108. 
Military  eftablifhments,  no.  Laws  and  taxes,  112.  lifting  of 
money,  113.  Appointment  of  officers,  116.  Obflrudions  to 
their  uniting  againlt  Britain,  191. 
Volcano* y  certain,  fuppofedto  produce  the  aurora  boreal  is,  528. 

W. 

Wealthy  the  way  to,  24.    Three  ways  for  nations  to  acquire  it,  46* 
Wedderburne,  Mr.  remarks  on  his  treatment  of  Dr.  Franklin  before 

the  privy  council,  338,  note.     340,  note. 
Weft  Indies,  the  importance  of,  to  this  country,  compared  with  that 

of  North  America,  171.    Comparative  eftimate  of  Englifh  exports 

to  thofe  iflands  and  to  North  America,  186.  Woollen  manufacture 

very  practicable  in  the  colonies,  271. 
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ADDENDA  &  CORRIGENDA, 

U.B.  The  following  lift  of  addenda,  &c.  may 
appear  considerable :  The  afterifms  on  the  fide 
however  (about  Jixteen  in  number)  mark  all 
that  are  important  for  the  reader's  attention : 
The  reft  are  chiefly  inferted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  printer,  in  future  editions.  Had  the  copies 
of  the  author's  pieces  which  the  editor  poffefled, 
always  been  corredt,  fewer  difficulties  of  this 
kind  would  probably  have  occurred :  And  the 
notes  alfo  might  have  been  much  abridged  and 
perfected,  had  the  progref6  of  the  prefs  allowed 
a  fufficient  time* 

For  a  (mall  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  Arrangement  of  the  pieces 
in  this  Colle&ion,  fee  the  Table  of  Contents  and  its  Note, 
and  alfo  the  notes  of  the  Appendix. 

a* 

3.  a  ipace  to  be  put  after  §  7;  —  fo  alfo  after  §  12  in  p.  5  ;-*» 
after  §  14  in  p.  7;  — after  §  18  in  p.  8; — and  after  §  20 
&  §  21,  in  p.  9. 
g.  line  18.  read  "  there  that  there  is ;"  for  "  there  that  there  is." 
7.  line  1 8.  dele  the  before  Fathers. 

13.  a  fpace  to  be  put  after  1.  5  ;  —  p.  17.  a  paragraph  and  fpace 
at  the  words  "  Thus  manners/'  line  17 ;  —  p.  20.  a  fpace 
at  line  20  ;-^and  p.  22.  fpaces  at  lines  14  &  28. 
*  49.  1.  21.  after  "  individual,"  add,  "  and  neceilary  to  furnifh 
"  his  fubfiflence." 
51.  line  23.  read  "  become/." 
57.  line  17  of  the  notes ;  read  "  much  ahufe  in/* 
59.  line  8  from  the  bottom ;  read  «*  keep/*" 
-67.  line  £•  read  "  £«*iutution." 

*jz.  Tho 
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*  72.  The  copy  of  the  Chapter  againft  perfecution  is  in  feveral  re- 
fpects  imperfedt.  la  particular  the  divifion  of  verfes  is 
not  obferved,  and  the  following  part  omitted,  beginning 
from  the  1 2th  verfe. 

'  ( 11)  And  Abraham  faid,  let  not  the  anger  nf  my  I-ord  wax  hot  againft 

*  his  fervant :  lo,  I  have  finned,  forgive  me  I  pray  thce%    (13)  And  Abra- 

*  ham  arofe,  and  went  forth  into  the  wildernefs  and  diligently  fought  for 
•    •  '  the  man  and  found  him  }  and  returned  with  him  to  the  tent ;  and  whaa 

*  he  had  entreated  him  kindly,  he  font  him'  away  on  the  morrow  with  gifts* 
'  ( 14)  And  God  fpake  again  unto  Abraham  laying,  for  this  thy  fin  (hall 

*  thy  feed  be  afflicted  four  hundred  yean  in  a  ftrange  land  :     (15)  But  for 

*  thy  repentance  wilL  1  deliver  them,  and  they  (hall  come  forth  with  power, 

*  and  with  ghtdnefi  of  heart,  and  with  much  iubftance,* 

74.  line  10;  read  •'  that  people." 

j6.  line  13  ;  read  "  fed." 

98.  line  14;  for  "the  nearer,"   read  "near;"    and  line  15, 

read  "  colonies  and  where." 
121.  line  13  from  the  bottom  of  the  note;  read  "  may  have  con- 
tribute*/;"  and  line  6  from  the  bottom,  read  "  in  tb$ 
dillurbances." 
129,  &c.  in  the  running  title,  read  "  Letter." 
•131.  line  10  from  the  bottom,  read  "  in  the  parliament;"  and 
line  6  from  the  bottom,  read  fi  feaj  around  ///  coafts." 
139.  line  10.  dele  "  'and  much." 

141.  line  15.  read  "  HockAockin ;"  and  line  4  from  the  bottom, 
read  "  Moh.^gahela." 
*I42.  line  7.  after  '"fort  "  add,  "  and  fupply  it  with  provifions." 

174.  line  5,  for  "  with  "  read  "  within." 
•205.  at  the  bottom,  add  this  note.     [Dr.  Franklin  has  often  been 
heard  to  fay,  that  in  writing  this  pamphlet,    he  received 
coiiiklerable  affiflance  from  a  learned  friend  who  was  not 
willing  to  be  nam  d.     E.] 
*22i.  Infcrtthe  follo.ving  note.     [1  undcrftand  that  Dr.  Franklin  is 
the  friend  who  affifled  Governor  Pownall  in  drawing  up 
a  plan   for  a  general  paper -currency  for  America,  to  be 
eitablifhed  by  the  B 1  itifh  government.    See  Gov.  Pownall's 
AJminiftration  of  the  Colonies,  5th  edit.  p.  199  &  208, 
&c.     E.] 
•227.  In  the  note  ;  omit  all  of  the  lafl  fix  lines  between  the  word 
"  tunes,"  and  the  word  "  But;"  and  in  page  228,  line  5, 
for  "  (Dr.  Franklii.)"  read  "  (George  Croghan.)" 
236.  line  8.  deie  "  it  had  been  laid." 

240.  line  7.  from  bouom,  read  fimply  "  and  beaver  ;"  line  3 
from  bottom,  read  "  king ;"  and  line  2d  from  bottom, 
dele  "  with." 

243.  line 
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243*  line  13,  read  "intend;"  and  line  3  from  the  bottom,  fof 

"fignify"  read  ««  fatisfy." 
255.  line  7  of  die  notes,  read  "  exempted*'9 
287.  line  19.  read  "  efteem*/." 
313.  line  12.  read  "  dead;  the  power,"  and  line  21  pot  a  comma 

only  after  "  here.'J 
316.  line  7.  read  "  fubjefb." 
•323.  at  the  bottom,  dele  "  Thefe  pofts  have  fince  gone  together." 

325.  line  18.  read  "  this  difpofition;"  and  line  19.  read   "  <was 

fo  prevalent." 

326.  line  3.  readfimply  "  that  minifter ;"  line  20.  read  "  to  ftam* 

it;"  and  line  4  from  the  bottom  read  "  fifteen  hundred" 
329.  In  the  title  here  and  in  the  fubfequent  pages,  dele  "  '  A 

Examination." 
344,  line  14.  read  "  fetders  or  their." 
351.  line  n  from  the  bottom,  read  "  7J*rthus." 
#355-  dele  the  lowed  note  with  its  reference,  and  line  1 1  read  "  enow 

under." 
•357.  in  the  title  of  this  and  the  fubfequent  pages  fay  "  Propo/ed 

Vindication." 
368.  line  8  from  the  bottom,  read  "  bad  500/." 
372.  line  18.  read  "  not  to  be  5"  and  line  22.  read  " porcelaine 

vafe." 
374.  line  6  from  the  bottom,  read  limply  "  flood  a." 

376.  line  9  from  the  bottom,  dele  "  his ;"  and  line  7  from  bot- 

tom, read  "  individual,  ought." 

377.  line  18.    read  "  man  there  is;"  line  25.  read  "  mifma- 

nagemt ;"  and  line  26.  read  "  bufinefs,  and." 

387.  I.  10  of  the  note,  read  "  where  the  fundamentals  of  the  go- 
"  vernment  are." 

427.  line  2.  read  "  charter;  to." 

429.  line  10.  read  "  kn*w." 

444.  line  8  from  bottom,  read  "  country." 
•452.  line  1.  read  "but  their  wifJoms;"  and  line  21.  between 
"  authority."  and  "  What,"infert  a  number  of  afterifms, 
to  mark  the  omiffion  of  a  long  fatyiical  epitaph  for  the  Pro* 
prietors,  compofed  out  of  aiidreifes  or  meifoges  to  them 
printed  in  the  votes ;  and  page  464.  dele  what  follows  the 
word  "  omitted"  in  the  note. 

459.  line  i.  read  "  eve«  been." 


♦468.  oa 
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♦468..  on  the  fide  of  the  upper  divinott, 
put  "  to"  in  roman,  "  huh"  ia 
italic,  and  dele  "^;"  and  on  the 
fide  of  the  fifth  divifion  dele  the 
roman  "  th"  and  «  dh."— Alfo 
make  the  tabic  face  p.  468.  and  not 
p.  470,  and  in  the  4th  column  of 
the  table  oppofite  a  read  "  little 
more,  or"  ;  and  in  the  note  at  the 
bottom,  for  "  founds"  read  "  cha- 
racters."—Alfo  p.  469.  1.  2.  after 
"foft."  infert  as  follows,  "  KaKo 

*  fupplies  well  the  place  of  % ;  and, 

*  with  an  s  added,  the  place  of  x  : 

*  q  and  x  are  therefore  omitted. 

*  The  vowel  u  being  founded  as  oo, 

*  makes  the  w  unneceffary.     The 

*  y  where  ufed  limply,   is  fupplied 

*  by/;'  and  where  as  a  diphthong, 
'  is  fupplkd  by  two  vowels :  That 

*  letter  is  therefore  omitted  as  ufe- 

*  lefs.' — Aifo  p.  470.  1.  6.  read 
""  «nto;"  and  line  7  from  the  bot- 
tom, read  "  different  pofition."  and 

line 
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line  4  from  the  bottom,  dele  "  both 
in  inhaling  and  expelling  it."--Alfo> 
p.  471.  1.  5.  read  fiurii/s. — Alfa 
p,  472.  1.  6*  read  "  fiis'd ;"  — - 
Alfo  p.  475.  1.  2.  and  p.  477.. 
lines  9  and  15.  read  "  layuedfi" 

477.  dele  the  note. 
•479.  after  the  title  infert  "  Philadelphia,  1748  ;"  and  in  the  next 
line  fay  "  to  lAx.Hopkinfon  ;"  and  infert  "  Hopkinfon"  for 
"  Baxter"  in  the  title  of  the  fubfequent  pages,  and  in  the: 
2d  line  of  the  note  read  "  &c.  by  Mr.  Baxter" 

486.  In  lieu  of  the  prefent  note,,  place  the  following,  viz.  "  Phi-  . 
ladelphia  market,  in  which  Dr.  F.  lived." 

507.  line  13.  read  "  force*,"  and  add  the  following  note  below*. 

510.  line  11.  read  "  fundamentals  oi  the  caufe." 

511.  in  the  two  laft  notes  at  the  bottom,  read  "  torrid  zone"  for. 

"  tropics." 

512.  line  2.  read "  France"  ; — 1.  6.  dele  the  figure  §  50.  and  infert 

the  whole  fentence,  "  How  Howlyjtfuatien  operates. here, „ 
&c."  as  a  note  to  the  wdrd  Newfoundland; — Let  the  fentence  - 
at  1.  1 2,  beginning  with  the  words  "  The  fame  conclufion," 
follow  the  word  Newfoundland,  line  6,  and  make  part  of  * 
§  4; — and  for  §5°.  infert  the  following  fentence,  with  its. 
attendant  note.  ,  "  5°wThe  air  lofes  heat  flowly  f  ;  or  in* 
«'  other  words  is  a  bad  conductor  of  heat." — Line  13  of" 
the  fame  page,  read  "  at  kail  at  twenty  eight  degrees  and 
"  a  half"  for  "  at  28^;"— and  line  28,  read"  mar  the: 
"  pole." 

^515.  line  14  and  15,  for €€  whatever  rarity  the  air  has  at  a  certain 
"  height,"  &c.  read  "  if  the  air  be  found  to  increafe  in ; 
"  rarity  a  given  number  of  times  at  a  fpecific  Jieight  from: 
"  the  furface,  at  twice  that  height  the  rarity  will  be  as . 
"  xhefquare  of  that  number,  at  thrice  that  height  as  the- 
"  cube  of  it;  and  fo  on:   The"  height,  &c. 

•517.  for  the  bottom  line,  and  p.  518  for  the  top  line;  fdbrrrtute 
as  follows.—"  appear  moft  when  the  beginning  of  moifture; 


*  [What  is  here  faid  of  the  effect  of  the  centrifugal  force  on  the  air,  the  author. 

find,  has  fince  considered  as  a  n>iftake.     E.l 

±  i(  See  Ms,  Adair  Crawford  i  moil  excellent  book  on  Jbmol  hat"  p«  35* 

4D2  "fuccecdii 
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"  fucceeds  the  maximum  of  cold,  or  the  beginning  of 
«'  cold  fucceeds  the  maximum  of  moifture;  but  if  it  be 
"  true,  according  to  MuiTchenbroek,  that  they  prevail  moft 
"  when,  &c."— -line  3.  of  the  fame  p.  5 18.  dele  "hence." 
524.  line  31.  at  the  word  "  regions  $"  conuaer  the  following  note. 

524—6.  for 

J  [I  find  from  a  paper  by  Capt.  Douglas  (fee  the  PHl.Tranf.  for  1770.)  that  the 
fea  at  fome  depths  in  certain  cold  latitudes,  is  not  only  warmer  than  at  the  furface  ia 
fprine  time,  but  alfo  in  feveral  trials  was  of  equal  warmth  with  it  upon  -an  average 
late  xn  fttmmer.  Now  I  cannot  fufpett  from  the  very  fmall  depths  to  which  (accord- 
ing to  divers,  &c.)  the  agitation  of  ftorms  is  found  to  reach,  that  deep  warm  ftrata) 
of  water  are  brought  by  forms  into  thefe  climates :  Nor  can  I  attribute  the  fact  limply 
to  tides,  fince  tides  according  to  Dr.  Franklin  are  waves,  and  waves  are  produced 
chiefly  out  of  the  waters  on  the  fpot,  bf  an  altered  pofition  of  their  parts :  Nor  do 
I  think  we  can  explain  much  by  calling  in  the  aid  of  currents,  for  whence  are  thofe 
currents? — I  incline  therefore  to  conceive  fome  fuch  caufe  as  the  following.  If 
the  globe  were  now  for  the  firft  time  made  to  whirl  round  its  axis,  the  earthy  parti 
of  it  would  eafily  comply  with  the  motion ;  but  the  watry  parts  being  of  a  loofcr 
texture  would  be  later  in  doing  this  and  hence  probably  for  a  time  make  an  over- 
whelming current  to  the  weftward.    Thus,  if  a  bafon  with  water  be  moved  in  the 


direction  WE;  the  water  being  left  behind  at  E,  the  parts  there  will  become  dry  ; 
and  the  water  again  being  overtaken  at  W  and  not  having  contingency  enough  to  admit 
a  fufficient  protrufion,  the  firft  divifion  near  W  will  have  its  parts  fqueezed  under 
between  and  above,  thofe  of  the  next  divifpi ;  fo  as  to  raife  that  divifion  5  but  with- 
in fuch  bounds  as  gravity,  compared  with  the  force  of  the  motion,  (hall  prefcribe  % 
the  feme  gravity  rendering  the  furface  of  the  whole  fmooth,  in  fome  fuch  line  as  we* 
The  tropical  wateis  having  to  keep  pace  with  a  more  rapid  projection  of  land  however 
than  the  reft,  would  be  later  in  acquiring  their  requifite  motion,  and  continue  longer 
dwelling  up  againft  the  weftern  (hores,  and  from  thence  run  north  and  fouth  round 
again  to  the  eaftcrn  fhores }  having  in  their  afcent  to  the  higher  latitudes  a  motion 
relatively  quick,  and  in  their  defcent  back  again  another  relatively  flow  j  and  by 
fuch  motions  laying  a  foundation  for  producing  another  fwell  with  circuitous 
currents  after  the  manner  of  the  former, — I  leave  it  to  others  to  fay  how  fuch  a 
notion,  ifjuft,  might  explain  the  depofits  of  /hells  in  different  inland  parts  where 
the  water  nrfk  became  quieteft,  Sec,  Sec.  but  it  feems  to  me  difficult,  without  fome 
fuch  hypothecs,  to  determine  the  caufe  of  the  fact  in  queftion.  It  feems  difficult 
alfo  to  fay,  why  (apparently  exclufive  of  winds,  which  yet  according  to  Dr.  F.  obey 
alike  influence)  our  wefiward  voyages  are  beft  made  in  lew  latitudes,  and  our  eaft- 
ward  voyages  beft  made  in  higher  ones.  It  feems  farther  difficult  without  it,  to  lay, 
why  the  waters  are  accumulated  as  we  fee  them  in  the  Bay  cf Mexico,  to  the  height 
(if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  rate  and  extent  of  their  defcent  thence)  of  fome  hundred 
feet  (as  perhaps  may  be  proved  by  a  com  pari  Ton  of  them  with  the  Pacific  watera 
acrofs  the  Mexican  Ifthmus  ?)  an  effect  which,  (in  contradiction  to  the  notes  above 
p.  524,  to  Peyflbnel,  and  perhaps  to  a  ftill  greater  authority)  I  think  is  hardly  to  be 
sUributedto  the  power  of  the  trade-winds  5  becaufe  the  whole  mUnofphericai  weight, 

it 
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524-6.  for  the  running  title  fay,  "  The  earth  kept  tiawed  only 

"  by  the/im." 
596.  line  9.  read  "  at  the  fame  degree  4^ heat." 
*  527.  line  16.  at  the  words  "  long  fublifted,"  infert  the  note  be- 
low.* «—  line  26.  putadafti  after  "hiftory." — line  27. 
pat  the  word  "  for  efts  "  into  italics ;  —  and  line  30,  read 
-•overlooked." 
•528.  line  13  from  the  bottom,  dele  "  (at  leaf*  in  certain  ftages)." 
•529.  line  26.     Infert  the  note  below  f* 

N.  B# 


is  only  equal  to  33  feet  of  water,  and  a  wind- wave  upon  flat  waters  fearce  ever  reaches 
15  feet  above  the  general  level  without  gravity  bringing  it  down  again,  and  no  unufual 
continuance  of  winds  upon  any  (hare  in  fact  ever  raifes  a  water  fwcll  of  3  3  feet  inde- 
pendent of  earthquakes  and  tides.  Perhaps  alfo  an  hypothefts  of  this  kind  may  gain 
farther  credit,  from  the  currents  obferved  among  the  Weft  India  iflands ;  where  the 
water  may  be  fuppofed  running  backwards  or  forwards  from  the  Mexican  heap,  ac- 
cording as  the  fupply  is  more  or  lefs  Ihckened  behind  or  the  difcharge  more  or  left 
accelerated  before,  by  ftorms  tides,  &c.  &c.  So  perhaps  the  current  into  the  Me- 
diterranean by  Gibraltar  with  fomc  of  the  currents  in  other  ftraights  and  feas  (allow- 
ing for  the  pofition  fire,  Sec.  of  the  water,  and  fuppofing  a  current  below  to  balance 
a  current  above,)  as  alfo  various  riplings  of  feas,  Sec.  may  have  their  (hare  in  explain- 
ing and  being  explained  by  fuch  a  conjecture.    £.] 

*  [This  aflertion  may  be  thought  carried  too  far  5  feeing  the  great  effect*  pro- 
duced during  different  feafons  upon  the  earth's  furface,  as  to  heat  and  cold.  And 
perhaps  the  eafe  with  which  the  earth  appears  difpofed  to  relapfe  into  coolnefa 
and  froft  were  the  fun  wholly  to  retire  3  may  lead  fome  to  fufpect,  that  the  fun's 
prefence  only  occasions  a  manifestation  of  heat  by  fome  decomposition  of  it  from  cer- 
tain fubftances,  and  that  during  the  fun's  a b fence  this  heat  after  a  time  tends 
again  to  be  abforbed.  Such  fuppofition,  if  true,  would  help  to  explain  feveral  fact* 
and  difficulties  in  thefe  inquiries :  Room  therefore  is  left  for  it,  along  with  other 
like  fuppofition*.    £.] 

f  [The  following  incidents  are  too  curious  to   be    omitted.— Smoke  from 
Cotopaxi  is  feen  between  Ave  and  fix  miles  above  the  fcaj  and  Vefuvius  is  faid  on  the 
night  of  Auguft  8,  1779,  to  have  thrown  out  a  compleat  (heet  of  fire  in  a  column, 
at  leaft  three  times  taller  than  the  mountain  itfelf,  or  near  three  miles  above  the  fea; 
which   operation  continued  in  full  force  for  25  minutes  (then  ceafing  abruptly} ; 
and  from  thofe  clouds  the  brigbtejl  forked  lightning  conftantly  iffued  ;  the  reft    if  the 
fly  being  free  from  clouds,  and  before  the  eruption,  it  having  been  a  clear  ftar-  light 
night.     Qu.  Does  the  projected  fmoke  (composed  in  part  perhaps  of  moift  or  mineral 
particles)  fpread,  cool,  and  condenfe  j  md  while  condenfing  create  the  fame  overflow 
of  electricity  that  Dr.  Franklin  conceives  to  be  created  by  condenfing  vapor ;  after- 
wards difcharging  its  Surplus  of  electricity  into   the  earth,  moift  air,  or  heated  lava 
that  is  putting  up  and  down  on  all  fides  ;  And  may  not  this  fame  fmokc,  when  in 
a  drier,  cooler,  and  lower   atmofphere  towards   the  poles,  make   its  difcharge   into 
the  vacuum  above  j  thus  forming  a  feparate  origin  for  the  auroras  ?-  If  an  infulated 
volcano  be  ftill  thought  necefTary  to  the  auroras,  and  j'ucb  volcano  be  fuppofed  inca- 
pable of  furni/hing  the  additional  electricity  required  upon  the  c  hange  of  folid  matter 
into  voluminous  inioke;  may  not  this  additional  electricity  be  acquired  from  moift 
foutbtrly  air,  during  the  firrt  ilages  of  the  fmoke's  afcending  ?   And  may  not  fmoke 
and  vapor  thus  often  reciprocal^  promote  the  auroras $  the  vtpor  of  itfelf  at  times 

not 
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N.  B.    In  the  running  titles  of  the  right  hand  pages,  from 
page  513  to    p.  529,  infert  [M.  P.] 


not  afcending  high  enough  to  reach  the.  i..rer  air;  and  the  fmoke  of  itfelf  not  poflef^ 
fi'ng  all  the  neceftary  electrieity,  till  aided  by  foutherly  winds;  auroral  therefore 
that  depcn  1  on  fmoke  from  infulated  volcano*,  never  appearing  without  the  appearance 
of  hum. d  air.— Mr.  Brydone  however  1  find  was  told  of  red  or  blueifti  lightning 
flaming  from  the  eruptions  of  JElni,  as  well  as  of  Vefuvius;  but  without  any  noife 
heard  like  thunder,  except  when  clouds  patted  near  ;  and  alio  that  the  whole  track 
of  .fmoke  (fometimes  100  miles  in  extent)  produced  great  mifchief  by  its  electrical 
dlfcharges,  when  the  air  was  dry  and  little  agitated  ;  But  that  at  other  times  the 
electricity  defcended  with  torrents  of  rain.  He  hirafelf  only  found  the  air  of  JEtnz 
cleitrical,  in  a  filiation  where  there  was  hardly  any  thing  but  lava  and  dry  hot  fand" 
near :  And  its  fmoke,  when  he  few  it,  always  defended  to  certain  regions  of  the  at- 
mofphere.  If  there  are  any  auroras  then  produced  by  mere  electrified  fmoke,  may 
not  foutherly  wiuds  contribute  to  the  eruption  by  pouring  fnow  or  water  into  the 
volcano;  may  not  the  eruption  by  rendering  the  air  lighter  in.  confequence  of  rare- 
faction, phlogiftication,  Sec.  or  the  cold  high  land  in  itt  neighbourhood  by  making  the 
vaporous  air  (hrink  greatly  in  confequence  of  precipitating  its  vapor  (as  is  feen  in 
certain  elevations  uponiEtna  and  ft  ill  more  upon  the  Andes)  contribute  to  the  wind.— 
Finally,  if  the  infulated  fmoke  be  negative  with  refpect  to  electricity,  is  there  any 
contradiction  in  fuppofing  that  it  may  occafionally  receive  its  complement  from 
the  upper  regions ;  the  electricity  in  its  circuitous  paffage  thither  for  the  purpofe, 
forming  a  newfpecics  of  auroras.— Sec  the  plate  from  Bougucr  j  the  London  Gazette 
for  Sept.  4,  1779;  and  Brydone's  Tour  through  Sicily  and  Malta,  Vol.  I.  p.  215, 
and  227-8  ;  With  the  confirmation  given  by  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton  in  the  Phil.  Tranf. 
for  1768,  p.  11,  and  1770,  p.  18.  and  Vlloa,  Vol.  I.  p.  231.    E.J 


N.  B.  The  collection  in  this  Volume  includes  all 
the  Political  Pieces  by  Dr.  Franklin  which  have  by  any 
means  come  into  the  Editor's  pofleffion,  and  fuch  of 
his  Miscellaneous  and  Pbilofopbical  pieces  as  are  not 
tlfwohtre  extant  in  print. 
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